"NMS Vyner Brooke”

Sunk by Japanese bombers in the Banka Straits, Sumatra,
On 14 February 1942.
[Version 3.2.0: 4 June 2017]

Introduction:

Gbhe purpose of researcbing this tragic event and compiling a memorial document on the sinking of the SS.
Vyner Brooke” is to attempt to expand the knowledge of and facilitate a wider bistorical awareness of the
sinking: Also, in the interests of creating a memorial to those currently unidencified victims, to idenify as
many as possible of the passengers and crew on the ship at the time of its sinking and decipber the fate of
these individuals.

In carrying ouc this research it bas also brougbt to light that the events on Radji Beach were more awful
than the general story portrayed in the mainstream media over the past 70 years. Gherefore this document
bas a blunt outcome in that ic presents someching closer to the truth insofar as the crimes of the Japanese
troops involved ac Radji Beach.

Gbe reader is to be aware that some of the realities presented in the lacter part of this Introduction may be
upsetting.

Go put the document into bistorical context, the fate of only a small number of the forty or so ships sunk
carrying evacuees from Singapore during the last few days before the Surrender to the Japanese on 15
February 1942 bave been properly researcbed and documented. Gbis is one of the attempts to preventthe
lives of those several thousand women), children and men who did die in their escape attempt being simply
consigned without proper memory, into the dustbin of bistory.

Gbe general story of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, and in parcicular the fate of the twenty one nurses of the
Australian Army Nursing Service (AAINS ) so:horrendously massacred on Radji Beach, bas become relacively
well known in Australia and is well told in the following books in the possession of the researcber:

e  Firstly the book "On Radji Beach” by Ian W. Shaw (publisbed in 2010) is a very well written
and most comprebensive account which rigbtly focuses almost exclusively on the lives and
the deaths of the Sisters from the Australian Army Nursing Service who boarded the "SS.
Vyner Brooke”. Ghe book is bigbly recommended for anyone wisbing to undersctand the
living bell encountered by the nurses from the time of the sbip being acracked by Japanese
bombers.

e "White Coolies” by Betty Jeffrey (first published in 1954 and then reprinted many times
since) is the story througb the eyes of Sister Betty Jeffrey, ARNS, who survived the sinking
of the ship and subsequent inbumane internmenc by the Japanese. It was first wricten
during the three and a balf years she was a prisoner of the Japanese in Sumacra.

¢ "Short Cruise on the Vyner Brooke” by Ralpb €. 1. Armstrong ( publisbed in 2003) who as
aboy in bis pre-teens also survived the sinking and then the years of internmenc in
Sumatcra

e "By €astern Windows” written by William . McDougall Jr. (originally published in 1948)
gives a valuable insight into the events in bis chapter on survivor €ric Germann and also
notes bis later discussions with child survivor Isidore ‘(Discha’ Warman.

e "Women Beyond the wire” written by Lavinia Warner and Jobn Sandilands which covers the
story of the survivors from the "SS. Vyner Brooke” as part of the overall tapestry of the
experiences of women internees of the Japanese 1942-54.



As aresulc this document does not actempt to purport to be anything like the full story of the events and
experiences of the passengers, because they bave already been admirably recorded in the books mentioned
above and the biograpbies of Sister Vivian Bullwinkel.

It focuses on idencifying as many people involved and perbaps revealing some previously unanalysed and
unrecorded aspects of the sinking and its aftermath.

One of the noticeable gaps in our knowledge of the last voyage of the “SS. Vyner Brooke” is the identicy of
most of the approximately 105 civilian women, men and children - together with the few service personnel on
board and the 52 crew - who, in addition to the 65 Australian Nurses were aboard the ship on its last voyage.
Gbis memorial document will actempt to idencify the passengers and crew, then record their lives and
passing in a respeccful manner wich the objective of showing them as people living full and posicive lives,
many of whom were cuc sbort in a totally unnecessary fasbion by a brucal enemy.

As already stated the identities of the 65 ARINS personnel are clearly recorded and the noble lives of many of
those who were murdered on Banka Island are memorialised in literature and records in Auscralia,
Singapore, and the UK and also on the memorial that will be placed on Radji beach in Sumatra on 16
February 2017.

Of the probably more than 100 people killed during and after the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” only 15 of
the deachs are memorialised by the Commonwealch War Graves Commission websice, which is partly the
mortivacion for creacing a memorial document such as this one.

One of the more chilling aspects of the bistorical events surroundingthe [ast voyage of the ‘SS. Vyner Brooke' is that the
Rustralian Army nurses - along wich their nursing counterparts from the QAINMDS and the General Rospitals in
Singapore - bad been sternly ordered out of Singapore atthe last minute before the impending defeat and Surrender. Ghis
was primarily because news was starting to filcer through from China of the terrible atrocities and rapes commitred
against British and Chinese nurses by the soldiers of the 2297 Regimenc ( the ‘Ganaka Buxat)) of the 38 Division of the
Japanese Imperial Army on Christmas Day 1941, ac St Stepbens College Nospical, when they atracked and took Rong Kong.
One of che first insights inco the events on Radji Beach and Banks Island is that, in some sort of cruel synchronicicy of
bistory, it was two Companies of these same bestial men from the very same 229" Regiment from Rong Kong were
landing as the invasion army on Banka Island justas the survivors of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke' were struggling through the
sea to reach land. Unbelievably, the specific Japanese troops that bad been the cause of the urgent evacuation of all Nurses
from Singapore bad been transported bundreds of miles in the intervening few weeks from Dong Rong and were now
waiting for them on Banka Island with a bomicidal Officer in Charge in the form of one Dajor Orita (Dasaru. Row cruel
can be the twists of fare in times of war!

Bucfirstlect us recap vo clear up any questions on the sinking and atrocities.

How many people were on board?

Gbe significant variance in the records and memories of number of passengers on board reflects the chaos on
the Singapore docks on those last few days before the surrender to the Japanese. Gbe reality was that by the
12-13 February 1942 thousands of women and children, babies, civilian men and servicemen were pusbing,
shoving; coercing and threatening their way onto any of the last ships leaving the city before the terror of
the Japanese Army arrived from their froncline - which was by then on Bukit Gimab Road and in Pasir

Panjang.

Numbers given for those actually on board the 'SS Vyner Brooke’ range between 227 and 330 people,
including the crew.

Caprain ‘Gubby’ Borton states in bis report that the people on board comprised:
e Crew: 7 Officers and 45 ratings

e Passengers: 1 RI.: 1 Army: approx. 180 civilians, mainly women and children. 2
e Survivors: RI1 7: Army 1: Prisoners of War or civilians about 100; internees ac Palembang;



- Indicaring 227 people on board, but also that perbaps there bad not been an accurace
beadcount whilst at sea.

Gbe website Naval-Nistory.net says of 47 crew and 181 passengers, 125 were missing - this indicates 228
people.

Gbhe records compiled in the Changi POW camp ‘Bureau of Record and €Enquiry’ under Caprain David Nelson,
SSVE, show - Passengers, RI? 1. Army 1, Civilians ( mainly women) 180 plus or minus. Ghen be records
'Survivors RIMN, Army 1 Civilians 100 plus or minus’. Gbis record seems to reflect the view of Captain Borron
wbich may well bave been the case since Caprain Borton became a POW and bis views would bave passed
througb the POW network to Changi POW camp in Singapore wich its informacion collecting Bureau of
Record and €nquiry.

(Dajor William Alston Gebbutt (NAA B3856, 144/1/346) states that on board were "... Lt. R. €. Borton plus 50
crew, including gun crew ..."be also estimated a total of 200 passengers including a number of Eurasian men,
women and children - this indicates a complement of 250 people.

In "By €astern Windows" ( p.140) the author quotes passenger Eric Germann as there being "250 passengers”
, but this presumably includes the nurses and the crew: this is also the number on board quoted in the book "
Women beyond the Wire".

Autbor Ian W. Shaw in bis book” On Radji Beach " (p.126)states there were 65 Australian Army nurses
(certain), about 150 civilian and milicary personnel and a crew of 40 - giving a total of around 255 persons.

An interesting statemenc in this context is thac by Lt Russell F. Wright (who bad been the Assistant
Embarkation Officer when the 'Vyner Brooke' left Singapore) = be said in bis post war signed affidavic in the
War Crimes files that be and the other men in bis group were refused permission to board the ship because
the caprain advised ... thac their complement was 250 above lifebelc screngeb ... *. Ne later sailed on another
evacuation sbip: the '(Data Nari’ and face brought bim back inco caprtivity - and the surviving AAINS nurses
including Vivian Bullwinkel - ac (Duncok internment camp.

AANS Ada 'Dickey’ Syer believed there to have been 300 people on board ... assorced races and creeds and
conditions. Some well dressed and some in rags ..."(Syer):

Otber authors bave stated:

Josepb Rennedy's book "When Singapore Fell” (p.41) - 200 or more passengers: the same figure as used by
Geoffrey Brook in "Singapore’s Dunkirk” : bucless than stated in "Gbe Bactle for Singapore " ( p.323) which
suggests 300 passengers.

Dr. Goldberg - Curth in ber report states there were 280-290 passengers but it is unclear whether she means
©o include crew, which would take the total up o 330 people on board.

On the Angelpro.com website, Vivian Bullwinkel is quoted as stating there were ... 265 frightened men,
women and children, plus the 65 AAINS nurses ...", suggesting about 330 people on board.

Note: Ghe American passenger, €ric German, is recorded in the book " By €astern Windows” as observing
that ( p.140) whilst the Europeans were packed into the dining saloon, the Eurasians were jammed in the
after batch, and the forward batch beld the Chinese crew which bad been replaced by some (Dalays with
British naval ratings and a few Britisb army lads. Gbhis memorial document is notably deficient in that ic bas
no record of the Chinese crew or their face.

Whatc ened?



According to the very brief official typed reporc by the Caprain of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, the chronology of
the last voyage of the ship was:;

e  Gbhursday 12 February 1942 :
2000 - Left Singapore
2400 - €ntered DURIAN SGRAIG and carried on till daylighz.

e Friday 13 February 1942:
0800 - Anchored in small bay at island off LANKA ISLAND
0900 - Enemy plane circled ship, no attack
1110 - Enemy plane circled sbip, no acrack
1130 - Rove up and proceeded to LIMA CHANNEL, close to sbore (LANKA ISLAND)
1500 - Ship circled by three enemy planes - no acrack. Planes beaded north.

e  Saturday 14 February 1942:

0130 - Anchored off GUJING ISLANDS

0600 - A plane signalled, but could not understand signal: then plane used machine gqun
and flew away to the souch.

0900 - Enemy plane circled ship, but no atcack.

1000 - Rove, up, and proceeded rowards BANKA S6GRAIG

1300 - Atracked by nine enemy planes. Ship at full speed and endeavouring by continuous
alteration of course to avoid the bombs. Low level bombing by planes.

1320 - Orders to abandon ship: €ngines-stopped, ship listing to Starboard: Port lifeboats
all badly damaged (3): and one in'starboard side by, splinters; two lifeboats lowered away
with women and children superintended by Sub. Lieut. SEDGEMAN and Lieur Commandeer
WRIGE. All passengers bad lifebeles on;and during all previous alercs.

1340 - Sbip beeled right over and to Starboard, and remained bottom up for about two
minutes, and finally sank. During actack  Lewis gun and.4 inch gun in accion. Posicion of ship 8
degrees north of MUNGOK LIGHGHOUSE when sunk:

Passenger (Dajor Gebbuce, AIF, bas left us avery well written and detailed account of the events wbich is
worth understanding and be makes some stavenmenes which clearly question Captain Barton’s judgemenc in
not remaining anchored close to land during daylight bours. Gbe objective of this order , which was issued to
all the ships leaving Singapore during the last few days prior to the surrender, is noc recorded buc from a
commonsense viewpoint was the correct one since passengers and crew would bave more easily reacbed land
when attacked , as opposed to being miles offsbore and relying on lifeboats and rafts.

Gebbuct's report correlates with the sparse chronological report of Caprain Barton insofar as times and
places, but when Barton decided to leave the ‘Gujing islands’ (Gebbucc calls them Goejou Island) ac 1000
bours on Saturday 14 February - after being buzzed and machine gunned by Japanese planes - essentially to
make a run for ic, Gebbutt records ”... Gbe Caprain scated to me thac be considered it suicidal to remain
anchored close to land , that the ship could easily be picked up from the air and would provide a sicting shoc
for bombers: from bis experience be believed that be might be able to avoid the bombs in an open fairway.

”

Accordingly be did noc obey bis orders to anchore [sic] in the day cime....".

Gebbutt also notes the serious risk faced by many on board if the ship was actually sunk because tozal crew
and passenger numbers vastly exceeded the capacicy of lifeboacs - in fairness to Caprain Borton this was the
case with almost every ship leaving Singapore in the few days prior to the Surrender and most Caprains tried
their bardest to firstly prevent too many passengers boarding their ships and secondly to warn people of the
undercapacity of lifeboacs:

.. €arly in the journey an examinatcion of the boacs was made in company with a ship’s officer. who staced
tbat of the six boacs carried, two would bold 30 passengers each and the remainder 20 passengers each. G.acb
passenger was given a lifebelt, and lifebelts were alcered co fic the children. In view of the deficiency of | lifeboac
accommodation, all who were scrong swimmers were told that if the ship was sunk, they must be ready to



take to the wacer. Lectures were given explaining the sbhip’s alarm signals, the mechod of use of the lifebelts,
the mechod of loading the lifeboats and on general maccers should an atrack be made...”

Gebbutt's record insofar as contingency planning is borne outc by those also recorded by Australian Army
nurses on board and to give the sbip’s officers and the leaders of the nursing staff their due credic,
procedures and training delivered in the 36 bours available were very good for coping with any acrtack by
bombers.

Gebbutt continues with an account of the actual attacks which finally sank the “SS. Vyner Brooke”;

"... After the ship left Goejou island there were three or four alercs before about 1300 brs when a formatcion of
nine planes were observed flying towards cthe sbip. Gbese planes flew over the ship several cimes and were
fired upon by the Lewis gun. &bey then went about two miles abead of the sbip . and three dived over the
sbip, dropping their bombs from approximacely 3,000 feet. Gbe anti submarine gun and the Lewis qun were
fired and the sbip circled ac full speed. Gbe bombs all fell inco the sea, exploding close enougb to shake the
ship. Gbe same procedure again took place when a furcher three planes accacked. Finally the nine planes
accacked togecher, converging from the cencre, balf -right and lefc. Gbis time two bombs bic the ship with a
severe jar and raccling: the engines were almost immediacely scopped...”.

It seems that three bombs actually bit the ship (p. 151 ORB):

> Onebomb which went down the funnel killing all the crew in the engine room - this would bave
included the "elderly reservist’ Lt Reith and at least three of the (Dalay sailors

>  Onebomb penerraced the stateroomskilling most of the elderly passengers who bad sougbt shelter
there (P.165 ORB) - this would baye been upto15 people

>  Athird bomb killed or wounded the gun crew on the forward deck and the "elderly couple” in the
radio operator’s cabin.

(Major Gebbutt tells us thac “... During the actack the European passengers were assembled in the saloon
and [ay down on the floor...one of the bombs which bit the sbip went very close to the saloon, which was filled
with the red glare from the bursting bomb. A sbip’s officer then told the passengers to go to their boac
scacions and be led the way. Gbere was no panic...”.

Gebburtr also tells us that “..of the boats. only two were undamaged by the bombs. Gbese were lowered to the
wacer and the passengers climbed down the rope ladders under the control of the ship’s officers. Gwo ocher
boatcs were lowered, but became water-logged...”. Survivor €ric German belped lower the lifeboats as well only
o find one immediacely filling with sea water ".. Bomb fragments bad boled ic. as well as three other
lifeboacs. Only their sealed air tanks kepc them afloac ...”(BUE p 142).

Dr Goldberg - Curth says she observed that one lifeboat was undamaged and was filled wich sick passengers
whilst the remainder of the passengers jumped into the sea.

‘'On Radji Beach’ explains this period of the sinking in a very well structured manner and is recommended
reading for a fuller understanding of the chronology and detail of the tragedy.

Gebbutt agrees with Captain Borton that the sbip was attacked ac 1310 brs and sank ac 1340 brs and zells us
that ".. ac this time the ship was ac the entrance to the Banka Scraics, some 10 or 12 miles from the island.
Gbe weather was calm and the visibilicty good..." De is referring to Banka Island which is a large island off the
east coast of Sumatra.

Despite the lack of panic evident en masse, the book "On Radji Beach” puts the death toll during the sinking
at somewbere bectween 40 and 50 people, with about 6 people dying as a resulc of jumping into the sea with
ill-ficting life jackets. It appears that aparc from those killed in the engine room, in the staterooms and on
the deck by bombs and machine gunning;: people also lost their lives because they could not swim, because
they bad been injured badly during the attack on the ship, or were struck by falling rafts, debris or parts of
the ship whilsc ic listed. >



It seems that there were a number of ‘elderly’ men and woman on board who were killed during the bombing
of the ship and/or drifting in the sea afterwards - buc who individually bave not been able to be idencified
during this research. Along with the gap in identified children and the estimates of the number of children
wbo boarded the ship it would seem that it is the very old and the very young that make up the bulk of
victims who remain nameless.

Various reports exist on the fate of nurses killed on board the ship during the bombing; others who died
escaping the ship and those who drowned or perisbed on rafts at sea. Gbese are included in the encries for
individual nurses who lost their lives during the period of the attack and the sinking.

Nurse 'Dickey’ Syer recalled that the rafts of the ship were lictle square things made of canvas (Syer) they are
also referred to as being made of ‘gimrack’ (which means something made of substandard macerials) - ic
seems that sucb liferaft were made of what we would bave regarded today as two wooden pallecs joined
togecher and covered with canvas, possibly with some cork material inside. Gbey became lethal projectiles
when sliding off a ship which was listing or turning turcle’.

(Dajor Gebburr describes the scene that remained afcer the sinking “..In the water there was a collection of
people and flocsam scaccered over about balf a square mile of wacer. Gbe sbip’s boats were seen several
bundred yards away, but came no closer. Gbe swimmers were individually or in groups clinging to wreckage,
or floating abouc ...”

(Many women and children would bave also died when the ship listed ( or turned turtle) and fell on the
second lifeboat which got away full of women and cbildren - this is where Wilma Joung and Jean Ashton
managed to struggle away from the sbip coming down on.them, but it tragically took (Dona Wilton down.

As related by Dr Neil DcGregor (son of Sister Sylvia Muir) thebodies of Sister (MDcDonald and two other
unidentified nurses were found on a raft in the Indian Ocean two or three weeks later (the raft baving floated
in that time down o and througb the Sunda Scraics to the Indian Ocean which is the direction of ocean
currencs around bank island and Sumatra ac thac time of the year) - this was also confirmed by Sister
Wilma Oram to ex - nurse Dorothy Angell who knew Wilma afcer the War. Both ARINS nurses were told this
outcome after being repatriated vo Singapore ac the end of the War, by a sailor aboard a ship which found
the raft. Gbis of course leaves the fate of at least three of the nurses (including perbaps (Datron Paschke) and
the two children on the rafc with them all, unresolved. Ghe last time this raft was sighted being swept
soutbwards down the Bank Straits two of'the nurses - Sister Dorsch and Sister Grenerry -were in the sea
bolding onto trailing ropes from the raft. One piece of information which suggest that one or more of the
nurses made an efforc to swim for Banka Island further south along the coast (perbaps when they realised
thacthere was no more land in front of them beyond Banka Island) is thac contained in the book "Soldier
Surgeon In (Dalaya’ by &. Damilron publisbed in 1957 (source: Barbara Angell on the 'angellpro’ websice). In
this book it is stated that Colonel/ (Datron A. ‘Annie’ 1. Sage of the AANS - who greeted the surviving ARNS
nurses after release from internmenc in 1945 - was told thac the identity disc of Sister Dorsch bad been
found by a ”... Drs Armscrong - since died ..." on a beach on Banka Island. Gbhe only (Drs Armstrong interned
in (Duntok and Palembang was (Drs. Resie Armstrong, mother of Ralph Armstrong who wrote ‘A Shorc
Cruise on the Vyner Brooke'. (Drs Armstrong;, Ralpb and several other members of the family were on a raft
after the sinking that was also swept south down the Banka Straits and landed inicially on the Sumacran
coast before being taken by fishermen to a beach on the south coast of Banka Island (P.48-49 "SCOGVB')
and then to the town of Koba on the north - eastern side of the island. It is possible that eicher, or both,
Sister Dorsch and Sister Grenerry did make it to a beach south east of (Duntok butic also opens up the
awful possibilicy that they would bave crossed pachs with the second landing force of the invading Japanese
Army on Banka island - the one making for the airfield and Pangkalpinang (see the later seccion on 'Who
Carried Out Gbis Acrocity’ and the related (Dap 2 of Japanese Army plans). Go bave met up with soldiers wich
the record of war crimes in Dong Kong may bave almost certainly meant the same fate for these two Sisters
and their comrades on Radji Beach.

Who were the passengers?




Ghe women were a mix of ‘Establishment Singapore’ Bricish wives, British evacuees from (Dalaya, €urasians
., White Russians, Bricisb servicemen’s wives and two Siamese women - a mix of people who only a few days
before would bave probably not even acknowledged each other if they passed in the streec in the stracified
and racially separaced Singapore society.

Nowever some of the ‘establishment wives’ such as (Drs. Brown, (Drs. Waddle, and (Drs. (Dacleod would bave
known each otber very well from years of church going; socialising and perbaps sports such as golf in their

younger years.

In considering what other group dynamics took people aboard we can surmise thac the school
teacbers/principals on board who included Kacbhleen Waddle, Dorothy (Doreton, and Dorothy (Dacleod etc.
were probably motivated to leave on this sbip because of the nectworking of their jobs and their busbands.

Incerestingly ic appears thac there were only one family of Chinese passengers (the Chans) and one woman
with a Chinese surname ( (Drs Nellie Ellen Ghay who was an €nglishwoman married to a Chinese) recorded
specifically on this sbip - but one statemenct referred to ‘Asiacics’ plural so it seems that there may bave been
a several other Chinese couples or families on board who are as yet unidentified.

Insofar as the considering the actual composition of passengers - as part of the process of determining who
bas not yet been identified in this researched memorial document - one paragrapb from the book 'ORB' is

key:

... About 20 of the passengers were adult males, mostly in their lace middle age plus some who were elderly.
Gbe majoricy of this group were recired colonial officials and rubber plancers...All of them were accompanied
by their wife or. more rarely, by a daugbcer: Ghere were a-similar number of older women, some were married
to the men, but others were widowed or the spouses of seniormanagers from commercial encerprises or the
Colonial service. Gbe majoricy, bowever, were younger women and children, wich around 40 of the passengers
being children. Overwbelmingly. chey were the wives and children of servicemen who bad stayed bebind in
Singapore with their units. Some of the nurses were concerned abouc the number of children aboard the
‘Vyner Brooke'..."(ORB.p.133)

Gbis is a very important paragrapb and indicaces that the composition of the people on board the ship may
bave looked like (figures in brackecs are the number of people in this category who bave actually been
identified in this documenc):

¢ (Dales in late middle age and elderly (includes some younger men) 20 (18)

¢  Females - older women ( classified as over 40 years) 20 (21)
¢ Younger women ( estimated at say 30) 30(32)
e Children 40 (11)
e Australian Army nurses 65 (65)
e Crew as recorded by Caprain Borton 52 (23)

GOBGAL 222 (170)

- Which is very close to Caprain Borton's report and the figure given by (Dajor Gebbutc (figures
in brackets are the numbers of people ficring into these categories idencified from the research
for this memorial document). Gbis guides us to the conclusion that the main gaps in
identifying those on board - meaning those people who went missing withouc trace - are
probably some 6 -8 elderly men, another 10 - 15 younger women, about 30 children and a
similar number (31) of crew.

Gbere are a lot of references to children being on board, but as with so many accounts of the sinkings during
the evacuation of Singapore, cbildren are only an afterchougbt when survivors actually set about recording
(generally in internment camps after the 'dust bad sectled’) who was on board and there is no definitive ;
record of their numbers - except for "ORB’ (p.133) which states "... wich around 40 of the passengers being
children...” If thac figure is correct (ic presumably is contained in one of the Australian Nurses records) then



the death toll amongst children was around 75 percent! Sister Ada ‘(Dickey’ Syer in ber post war oral archive
beld in the Singapore Archives states that soon after departing ... a loc of infants required feeding ...".
Research for this memorial document bas identified only about a dozen or so cbildren, but there were clearly
many more. Gbis is one of the worst - as yet unrecorded parts of this terrible event - since it indicates some
twenty to thircy children and babies died during and after the actack on the ship, or in the sea, and will be
researcbed further in coming years.

It seems clear from analysing the various reports and memoirs that the gap becween those identified in this
document and those actually on board the "SS. Vyner Brooke” - a group of about 30 - 40 people - comprises
©o a large extent those (often elderly men and women, including a few couples) killed during the bombing on
the ship in cabins and staterooms - as well as those who climbed down to, slipped, fell into, or were tipped
from lifeboats into the sea buct who did not manage to reach other groups and floated away or drowned
quite quickly. Gbe infants and children would bave been most vulnerable ac this latrer point of the 'abandon
ship’ and mothers with more than one child would bave bad lictle chance of protecting more than one child
actatime.

Gbese people may never be idencified unless new letcers or diaries come forward.

Whaz bappened on Radji Beach?

On the morning of 16 February quite a sizeable group of some 80 -100 people bad gathered on Radji Beach
from the two 'Vyner Brooke' lifeboats, and the steel bulled lifeboac which landed early thac (Donday morning:
carrying a badly burned (Dalay sailor (who shortly died:and was immediacely buried on the beach) and six to
eight soldiers (one of which also died quite quickly and was also,buried on the beach), apparently from the
"NMS Li Wo" or the UingPeng’ - both of which bad also been sunk around the same time in the wacers
north west of Banka Island.

One of the senior nurses in consultacion wich either engineering officer Sub-Lz. Jimmy (Diller or Sub - Lt.
Sedgeman appears to bave instructed the civilian women and cbildren, plus (Dr Dominguez and A/S Cake and
A/S Noble (who were wounded in a manner that prevented them being belpful carrying wounded on
strecchers later that morning, as appeared to bave been the plan)to scarc the trek into (Duncok and the
others would move off after them at perbaps a faster pace. /S Wallace Cake, RI, in bis post war affidavic
recalled being "... inscrucced to go with a party of abouc 8 women and cthree children (I think all civilians) up a
pach from the beach ...". Others describe the group as anything up to 20 people.

In the book 'ORB’ author Ian Shaw bas wricten ( p.209) that after the civilian women and children set off for
(Muncok “... there were considerably fewer than 100 people lefc on Radji Beach ..." :

e 2l Australian nurses

e About 25 uninjured men ( mainly soldiers and sailors buc also civilians and including the
Chinese doctor, the engineering officer from the 'Vyner Brooke’ and a number of NCOs
from both the Royal Navy and the Bricisb Army)

e About 25 wounded (be puts it as "..the numbers of uninjured men was macched by the
number of wounded, most of who were incapable of walking and would bave to be carried on
serecchers ...") which would bave comprised 2 or 3 civilian women, a couple of civilian men,
plus wounded sailors and soldiers.

e Oneelderly European woman

- Gbese numbers, totalling 72 people can be used as a general guide.
Page 225 of 'ORB' tells us that the Gokyo War Crimes Gribunal accepred the conclusion that the number of
people murdered on Radji Beach amounted to 83 people :

- 50 men
- 22 women



- 10 streccher cases [ we assume that this included women and men]

Gbe official records point to the sequence being that the Japanese split the 50 - 80 people left on the Beach
into three groups - the Officers and senior civilian men: the naval ratings and Army ORs and other civilian
men:; and finally the 21 ARNS personnel and the one civilian woman - leaving a small number of wounded
women and servicemen on stretchers and in a fisherman'’s but. Gbey then took the groups who were able to
walk, one at a time, along the beach and murdered them.

Ian Shaw's writing is notable in that be confirms that the Chinese doctor mentioned as being on the beach
was murdered by the Japanese - research strongly indicates thac this may bave in fact been Dr Gay Soon
Woon of Singapore (see entry for Ghay/Gay below) whose wife, (Drs Nellie €llen Gay of 61 Rochor Road,
Singapore, died in internmenc in Sumatra in 1944. Go dace no record of bis fate bas been found.

Gbe records state clearly and consistently thac there were 21 Australian Army nurses on Radji Beach and
their idencicies are well recorded.

Gbere is one discordant note insofar as identity of these nurses given that they were either wearing
remnants of their Australian uniform, remnancs of civilian clothing or possibly garments donated by
servicemen once they bad reached the beach. Gbe unexplained facc is that one Corporal Robert Denry
Seddon, Royal (Darines, who bad been sunk on 16 February on the "Uin Ping’, bad floated at sea in a lifebelc
for 24 bours and as be drifted in towards Radji Beach witnessed the massacre of Naval Officers, servicemen,
merchant seamen and the 21 nurses and one civilian woman. De states in bis post war signed affidavica
couple of very relevant observacion be made from bis position a shbort distance out in the sea - be saw three
groups formed on the beach: then ".. 2 or 3 men and women made a break for it to get into the water ... one
was shot but kept swimming away from the beach-cothe sea...” [Presumably Stoker Lloyd]: also “.... Some of the
remaining men and women were trying to escape. Ghey were bayoneced and shoc .."and finally *... the Japs
scarced from my right to bayonec the women one by one from bebind their backs ...". Bfter floating ashore
and playing dead when inspected by the Japanese patrol that were still ac the Beach be left the water after a
few more bours and spent the nigbt in'the jungle. Ghe next day be went back down the beach and says in bis
postwar report () “... I searched around and found the bodies of fifteen ew Zealand and Auscralian Nursing
sisters,15 Bricisb service personnel and 5 merchant seamen ... nearby I saw the bodies of 7 R1). personnel...che
laccer included 2 officers”. Given that there were not supposed to be any nurses in New Zealand uniforms
this remains a strange statement by Seddon - although there was one nurse from New Zealand, buc sbe
would bave been wearing an AAINS uniform.

Gbe '7 RI? personnel... the lacter included 2 officers’ statement of Corporal Seddon is also an important
record. We know that Stoker Lloyd and Able Seaman (DcLurg made a run into the sea so their bodies would
not bave been on the beach therefore the bodies seen would bave included Sub-Lt Sedgeman, Sub-Lt (Diller
and five others - we are told they were all naval ratings. Because of their ranking it is possible that these
bodies included those of Royal Navy servicemen Able Seaman Brooks, Clements and Keenan. Gbere is also the
possibility that the person identified as the mysterious and so called ‘Extra Second Engineer’ by the name of
Gyrwbitc was also in this group.

Gbe overall total also correlates with there baving been atleast 50 people massacred on the Beach - with a
few baving floated away at the time they were killed and about six more furtber up the beach and in a but
(wbich Seddon does not appear to bave found, no doubt because at thac time a Japanese patrol appeared
and be ran into the jungle). Gbis must bave left some 45 -50 bodies scattered around the Radji Beach area.

(Dajor Gebbutr, AIF, who bad been a passenger on the ship but who made it on bis own to Banka Island
that same afternoon by swimming (because there was no room to bold onto on the rafts being used by the
nurses and civilians) collected a lot of information on the atrocity during bis time as POW and significantly
records “..chat Sedgeman and one nurse tried to escape and failed ...", be also confirms that ”... after the
shoorting the Japanese bayoneted any bodies of whose death they were uncercain...”. Corporal Seddon also
recorded ".. A few did actemprt to rush inco the wacer buc they were shot and killed before they were able to

swim out of range....”
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Gbe remaining women, who may bave included one or two of the most seriously wounded nurses togecher
with several civilian women wounded also in the attack on the ship, were lying on strecchers and there were
up to balf a dozen servicemen (perbaps a civilian man as well) in a fisherman'’s but or shelcer further up the
beach.

Ghere remains the mystery of the identity of the "... Englisb boy... " or "... Englisb lad...” mencioned by €ric
German as baving been in the same submerged lifeboac and the same seat as they rowed to shore - in the
second lifeboat to arrive - who that night was the only person to go with Eric and belp probably Sisters
Casson/Wigbt/Ralligan plus one other move one of these nursing sisters along the beach to the bonfire. Gbis
researcher conjectures that the ‘€nglisb boy’ was presumably somewbere between 12 - 18 years of age so as to
be described as such. Gbis unidencified boy/young man described as ... Gbe young €nglisbman .." on p. 148
was shot and then bayoneted in the first group of eight men on Radji Beach. Was be a son of (Drs Bull or
(Drs Stevens?

After shooting and bayonering the officers, civilian men, ships crew and servicemen further along the beach:
and then committing the atrocity against the nurses and civilian woman, the Japanese walked - presumably
still [aughing amongst themselves as they are recorded to bave done when they came back to collecc the
nurses - back to where they bad started and bayoneted the wounded men and women on their streccbers.

Gbe aftermath of the atrocity is described by two eyewitnesses:

¢ ILeading Seaman William 'Dick’ Wilding who bad been on the 'SS. Li Wo' (also sunk in the vicinity of
Banka Island) and reacbed the sbore in a damaged lifeboac on 16 February after the massacre also
made a signed affidavic which is beld in'the War Grimes file in NAA in (Delbourne and cells us that be
was with a ‘(Dalay boy’ named Abdulla (a Gelegrapbisc in.the (Dalay Navy - or more likely the
(ORNVR) and they went to a kampong on Banka Island' - later meecing Corporal Seddon . On 17
February they all went to Radji Beach and ".. we found a lifeboar and a dozen bodies, all women
except two. Some were scancily dressed..... possibly as civilians, some in nurses uniforms and some
naked. Flying on sticks on thelbeach alongside was the Red Cross of a nurse’s uniform. We found one
€nglisbman still alive (possibly cicher (Dr Watson or (Dr Becceridge) sicting further along the beach.
Bewas an €nglisbman badly wounded, and I think be could noc bave lived ... Of the only two women
1 examined one bad been shoc and one bad been killed by a sword ... we then moved furcher along the
beach and found rougbly 20 ( 2?) bodies ( mostly servicemer) also shot and bayoneted ... we were
Jjoined on the beach by an American [chis-would bave been €ric German] . De vold us that be was a
member of a parcy of nurses, civilians and servicemen who bad been killed on the beach ...".

e €EricGerman tells us what be found the day after be bad been part of the massacre and when be
walked back (with the above-mentioned three survivors of anotber ship be met on the way) and
found .. &be strecchers also were where they bad been left and in them the pacients lay staring
sightlessly ac the sky. Gwo strecchers were empty. One bad been the wounded soldier Kingsley's [sic -
Kinsley]. What bad become of Kingsley? Buridge [ic appears this was Betteridge and this may be €ric
German'’s or William (DacDougall’s admicced efforc to bide the identity of people be talks so openly of on the
beach] and the three women bad been bayoneted in the chest. ...” (p. 152-153 BUE)

Are a number of the victims buried at Radji beach?

One of the most disconcerting aspects, in the context of bonouring the deaths and perbaps the remains, ina
mass murder such as the war crimes on Radji Beach is the question of what bappened to the remains of
many of the victims given that so many people were killed in the area.

(Duch of official bistory and modern comment seems to be based on the broad assumption that the sea bad
wasbed away the remains of all those nurses, civilian women, civilian men, soldiers and sailors killed at Radji

Beach.
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Gbis view appears to be largely the resulc of Vivian Bullwinkle's testimony to the post war investigation and
subsequent War Crimes trial in Gokyo where she stated that she returned to the beach each day during ber
couple of weeks of freedom but that one day ( seems to be 257 February 1942) when she went to the beach ...
she was surprised to find a beach empcy of all bodies : a parcicularly bigh tide appeared to bave scoured the
beach clean of all traces of the killings, including the bodies of the Ausctralian nurses ..." (ORB p.226).

Without demeaning in any way the integricy of Vivian Bullwinkel's statement to the War Crimes Gribunal i
is valid to note that an officer who met ber and listened to ber when sbe was brougbt into internment staces
in an official affidavic that (most understandably given ber wounds and starvacion) she "...was in a semi -
delirious condicion ac the time I saw ber ..." (Lt Russell F. Wrigbt testimony in the War Crimes file in NAR
(Delbourne - be bad been the Assistant Embarkacion Officer for the departure of the 'Vyner Brooke' from
Singapore).

Given the very strong sea currents around Banka Island there is no doubt that some of the bodies of the
nurses and the Ordinary Ranks soldiers and Naval Racings ( the two groups who were actually killed in or at
the edge of the sea ) would bave been wasbed away by incoming and ebbing tides ; buc this is not the full
story and on closer inspection there are some records by survivors which indicate thac cercainly for a period
after the killings there would bave been quite a number of bodies well beyond the reach of the sea.

Go be specific the records show:

e A alay sailor (who bad been badly burned in the attack on the "SS. Vyner Brooke”) died upon
reacbing shore in one of the firsc lifeboats and was promptly “... buried in the sand ...” on the nigbt of
5P February (BUE, p.146)

e A mortally wounded soldier who drifred asborein.a metal life boat with five otber soldiers on the
morning of 16th February died and was immediately buried that morning next to the (Dalay sailor
(BUE. P.146) - obviously before:about 9.00am

¢ Depending on whether we follow the sequence recorded in ORB ( Officers first then the ORs and
ratings in the second group or BUE ( Ratings and ORs first ): the first group (eight men according
©o Eric German, BUE p.147, and six accordingto the book ORB, p. 212) of victims to be executed -
this may bave been the ratings and ORs and appears to bave included the young €nglisb boy (
identity ?) who bad belped €ric German.bring the wounded nurses to the main group on the first
nigbt on Radji Beach- may bave bad.” .. cheir bodies chrown inco the jungle ac the edge of the
beach...”(ORB, p.212), leaving seven bodies presumably in-or close to the jungle. Stoker Lloyd, who in
bis post war affidavic states that be was in the first group to go, bad of course escaped. Stoker
Lloyd's account is contradicred in €ric German’s account which mentions seeing when bis group
arrived at the execution site “... ac the wacers edge. lying face down, sprawled the bodies of those
who bad gone before them ...”( BUE , p.148)

e Gbhenextgroup - €ric German and the Officers (Sedgeman and (Diller) and the senior civilians such
as (Dr. Watson and perbaps (Dr. Betteridge and "... several ocher Bricisb servicemen ..."(ORB, p.212) -
were ordered to stand in line facing the sea and from bis accountthey (apart from (Dr Watson who
bad been left sitring against a log before the final spot where the killings took place) were on the
edge of the sea.

e Suggesting that there was some post massacre bandling of the bodies is also raised in a statement
by Stoker Lloyd ( "Singapore’'s Dunkirk”, p.146) where be recounts that afcer laying in the jungle for
afewdays “... all the male bodies bad been piled on top one anocher in a big beap. &ben I went along
and found the bodies of the Australian nurses and other women [ we should note this is a plural
description of the number of women] ..."

e Gbe Australian Army nurses, as is well known, were ordered to walk in a line into the sea and
presumably did so - but there are several exceptions. €ric German the day afcer the killings found ”...
a red -baired nurse’ was lying bigher on the beach than the others ..."(BUE, p.152): Corporal Seddon
(who was swimming to the beach at the time the killings took place, baving survived the sinking of
the 'UJin Ping’, saw some men and women trying to escape buc they were bayoneted and shot. So
not all would bave been at the water’s edge.

e Finally there were, depending upon the source record, between eight and ten men and women

"streccher cases” (probably two or three women and around six men) who bad been bayoneted and
left dead eicher in the fisherman’s buc or in the sbade under the trees at the edge of the jungle



bordering the beach i.e. well above the bigh tide line. Vivian Bullwinkel's evidence to the Gokyo War
Crimes Gribunal stated thac there were ”... about ten to owelve streccher cases... "( Knights of
Busbido” by Lord Russell of Liverpool, p.103) whilst €ric German said there were five streccher cases
- (Dr Buridge /Becreridge, the elderly magistrate, “... the nurse wich the ripped breasc and cwo
civilian women wich sbrapnel wounds ..."(BUE, p.146)

e Aparcfrom those inevitably wasbed away by the tides and currents, these 'above the bigh tide’
victims may of course bave been buried lacer by local people in which case, when added to the graves
of the (Dalay sailor from the "SS. Vyner Brooke” and the soldier from the "Uin Ping’’ who were
definitely buried by the large group of "SS. Vyner Brooke” survivors assembled on the beach on 15
February 1942 indicates that there were/ are probably atleast eight people buried in the area of the
Beach - but maybe many more.

e Onesuch record of local people burying the bodies comes from a niece of Sister Jean Ashton who
along with siblings visited Radji Beach in 2012 after wbich she bas recorded the following to this
researcher (email Sue Akeroyd 16.11.16) “..Our aunc was a POW and so two of my sisters and a
brother went to (Duntok to visit the sice as you probably learned from the blog. While we were there
we visiced all of the significant spots and one day, were lucky enougb to be taken to Radji Beach. We
walked along the beach and watched the wacer ebb and flow. Gbere was a fisberman on the beach
and we chatced to bim and cold bim wbat we were there for. It was this man wbo said thac be was
very familiar wich the story of the massacre because bis grandfacher belped to bury the dead bodies
of the nurses. I do not know bis name or anything more than thac buc be probably still fishes on
thac section of beach... ".

It is also worth recording that whilst the Australian nurses were inicially being beld in the (Duntok cinema
building a Japanese soldier asked Sister Dannab whac uniform.sbe was wearing - when ic was explained be
said ".. we bave just buried 25 women wearing thacuniforni -..”(Sister Ada '(Dickey’ Syer oral bistory record,
end of Gape 2, beld in Australian War (Demorial, ID #SO 4057). Apart from the obvious implication thac the
bodies of the nurses (and others?) may bave been buried ac Radji Beach there is the fact that the number of
nurses referred to is more than the 21 nurses executed by machine gun. Given that ac least three civilian
women were also killed in the massacre ((Drs Betceridge, Kathleen Waddle and ac least one other) this
number of twenty five women may bave more imporcance that previously actribured to it: because if tasked
with burying that many people I doubt thac'a Japanese soldier would bave later made a differenciation
about a few women in civilian clothing.

Gbe awful and almost overwbelming question of the remains of men and women , and cbildren, from the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” and other sbips sunk between 13- 16 February 1942 in the seas around Banka Island and
being wasbed asbore on its beaches, is one that is underscored by the following excerpt from the reporc by
Caprain Jemm of the ' (Dission to Bangka island, Bintan island and Pom Pong island’ during (Darch 1946 as
part of the War Graves investigacion ”... many buman bones were discovered along the coastline strecching
from (Duntok barbour to Ganjong Kalian and north to Ganjong Oelar. Gbese remains are those of
shipwrecked soldiers and civilians. It is estimaced from interrogacion of the natives thac they amounted to
several bundreds. Gbere are no means whatsoever of identifying the remains, a few bones were bowever
collected, as proof and for examinacion upon our recurn to Singapore ...". Ne does record that they found 347
graves around (Duncok (the majoricy Dutch internees) and talks of 76 ARIS graves buc ic would appear that
be may bave been classifying all womens graves as AAIS.

Apart from the bodies of perbaps 50 - 100 people who lost their lives in the atrack on the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’
or whilst adrift at sea after the ship sank, many of the bodies which were noted as baving wasbed up on the
beaches of Banka Island would bave been from the at least 900 women, children, civilian men and servicemen
who lost their lives in the attacks and sinkings of a large group of evacuation ships around the islands just
north, north west and east of Banka Island during 13- 17 February 1942. Ghese sbips included:

e 'SS.Redang’ (sunk on 13 February in the Berbala straits beoween Banka and Singkep
islands with up to 110 passengers and crew)

¢ DS Siang Wo' ( attacked and run aground on 13 February NW of Banka Island - near the
lighthouse - with about 200 passengers and crew) b

e NS Hhwangho' (sunk off Lingga Island and the survivors taken to Banka as POWs -
including Lt Cdr. ). Vickers)



¢ DS Dragonfly’ ( sunk on 14 February)
e ‘DS Giang Bee' ( sunk on 14 February in the Banka Straits with around 300 passengers

and crew)

e 'SS.Ruala’ (sunk on 14 February ac Pom Pong island north of Banka Island wich 750
passengers)

e 'DMSLiWo' (sunk on 14 February by the Japanese invasion fleet just north of Banka
island)

e 'DMS Grassbopper’ (run aground at Sempang island, near Singkep, on 14 February)

¢ NS Scorpion’(sunk near Sempang island on 14 February)

e NS Uin Ping’ (A tug sunk by shellfire from Japanese warsbips near (Muncok lighthouse on
15 February with about 75 on board - 50 of wbom were killed - )

e 'SS.GandjongPinang’ (sunk 30 miles north of Banka on 17 February) - wich a large group of
180 or so nurses, women and cbildren on board who bad been rescued from Pom Pong
island after the sinking of the 'SS Kuala'.

A Lc. Russell F. Wright, who bad assisted in the embarkation of evacuees onto the ‘SS. Vyner Brooke' in
Singapore and recained a continuing interest in their welfare (be actually boarded the ‘(Data Rari’ and
coincidentally arrived ac (Duntcok just prior to the first survivors from the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’) bad an
experience as late as 28 February 1942 wbich reinforced just bow many bodies of victims of the sbipwrecks
were being washed asbore on Banka Island “... About a day prior to Sister Bullwinkle's[sic] [ arrival?] while in
aworking parcy I arranged wich the Jap guards to proceed to the foresbore in an endeavour to idencify
bodies wasbed ashore ( also to view some lifeboatcs ex ‘Dong &ac). I covered one and a balf to two miles of
foresbore adjacent to the Cinema Camp. &bere were about 15 bodies on the beach and in shallow water -
some were recognisable as nurses. So far as 1 knew the scene of the tragedy [be s referring to Radji beach] was
some distance from (Duncok. possibly 20 miles away. An identificacion parcy under Air Comdr. (DODII) made
an official inspection of the beaches in the immediace vicinicy of (Duncok. I am not sure of the dace, buc chis
was just afcer Sister Bullwinkle's [sic] arrival...”.

Who carried out this Atrocity and what occurred in truch ac Radji Beach?

After the War the Japanese Government, during the demobilisacions pbase of its forces, was instructed
(Instruction #126, dated 12 October 1945) to compile accounts to record the plans and actions of its milicary
arms prior to and during the War. One such document (Japanese (Donograpb #67 ‘Palembang and Bangka
Operations Record, January - February 1942’ was produced and copied into €nglisb in 1953 - copy supplied by
Dr Neil McGregor April 2017) gives the identities of the military unics involved on Banka Island at the time of
the sinking of the 'SS Vyner Brooke’ togetber with a lot of detail as to the dates and places of their

deployment.

Essentially this report, compiled by senior Japanese officers including the Chief of Staff of the 38th Division,
tells us that on 20 January the 38th division of the Japanese Army (at that point still stationed in Dong
Kon%;aﬁ:er invading that city in December 1941), which included the Division Deadquarters Companies of the
229" Infancry Regiment who bad committed terrible atrocities around Xmas €ve 1941 at many places in
Dong Kong, moved to Camranb Bay in French Indochina (Vietcnam) prior to invading southern Sumacra and
particularly Palembang .

Ghe specifically allocated 'Bangka invasion unit’ of the larger 38" Division invasion force - being two
companies of 229” Infantry Regiment plus shipping engineer elements - lefc Camranb Bay on 12 February
1942 and arrived at (Duntok anchorage at 0100 brs on 15 February.

Gbe plan bad been: 13



"... one platoon was to land in the vicinicy of (Duncok pier, wich the main body, composed of one company
and owo placoons, [anding 2,000 metres soutch east of (Duncok ( See map 2).... After securing the airfield and
its surrounding area, one company wbich was to remain for occupacion was to capcrure Pangkalpinang: Gbe
remaining troops were to rejoin, as rapidly as possible, the main body of the advance force in Sumacra...”.

As planned one company of the 2287 Infantry Regiment remained to occupy Banka Island while the ocher
company, on the 17 February, began movement across the sea to the Palembang area to join the main body
of the invasion force attacking soutbern Sumatra.

[Researchers Note: Ghe following definitions of the typical makeup of Japanese Army units may be belpful in
understanding the descriptions used in this memorial documenc:;

¢ Company - up to 150 men comprising 3 platoons and commanded by a Caprain

e Platoon - up o 50 men comprising 3 sections commanded by a Lieutenant

e Section - up to 15 men consisting of three teams commanded by a Corporal

¢ Geam - about 4 men led by a Senior privace
Gbese definitions give us a close approximation of the number of Japanese around (Duncok and on Banka Island when the
survivors of many ships began to land ]

So as the survivors of the 'SS Vyner Brooke’ and other ships began to struggle asbore on Banka Island they
were not to know that they arriving at exactly the same time as two Companies of the infamous and
rutbless 229% Infancry Regiment from Rong Kong which bad been involved in the war crimes during Xmas
1941- the very reason for their original evacuacion from Singapore |

So the ‘die was cast’ for a repeac of the bruzality and murder experienced in Dong Kong.

Soon after the War, as Allied forces began o land onBankaIsland in late 1945 and early 1946 they started to
officially investigace the atrocities being reporced by the Australian nurses, men and women internees and
POWs who were finally being discovered in the atrociously deprived and neglected Belalau incernment camp
in south western Sumacra.

A Caprain Jemm was the first to complete a comprebensive investigacion into the events at Radji Beach and
(from bis report in the War Crimes file beld in the NAA in (Delbourne) be was told by a Japanese soldier thatit was ”...
the ‘Orita Buzai’ - No. 1 and No. 2 Companies; the (DG Company and the PQ Company...” - who bad carried
out the massacre (a ‘Butai' is a general cermfor a Japanese Army unit — it seems to be applied to units the size of
regiments down to units the size of platoons and is ustally accompanied by the family name of the officer in charge of that
unic). Specifically bis report notes thac the soldier told bim it was the No. 3 platoon of ‘Gamaka Buzai’ (sic) of
229 Infancry Regiment wbo bad killed the nurses.

Gbe 'Gamaka Bucai' or more correctly the ‘Ganaka Butai' were, of course, the 2297 Regiment of the 387
Division of the Japanese Army under (Dajor-General Ganaka (also ‘Gamaka or Gakaka' ) Ryosaburo who bad
invaded Rong Kong and were specifically the troops who bad raped and murdered European and Chinese
nurses at St Stepbens Nospital, Dong Kong:

In the file compiled by Caprain Jemm there is also an isolated bandwritten note recording a statemenc thac
appears to bave been made by a Japanese soldier (he appears to bave been one GANEMURA KIJOSNI) to the
effect that it some men named "... SPIMIZI KINICBHI and GANEMURA [sic?] KIJOSDL [were in?] a platoon of
2 Company under 2" Le. KOBIJAMO FUMO who made a pacrol to the coast where they met many
foreigners who were shot. Gbese included women ..."Gbis suggests that apart from the identified war
criminals Captain (later (Dajor) Orita (Dasaru and Sergeant - (Dajor Garo Kato there was another officer in
the killing squad ac Radji Beach named 2™ Lt. Kobiyamo Fumo?

Gbere also follows in Jemm's file a note to the effect that "... Japs also killed 5 BOR:s [i.e. five Britisb other ranks]
from a sunken gunboat [possibly the 'Li Wo'?] - they were bayoneced one survivor told €A4. DOMENEY, RAOC
2"A0I..." this looks to be a reference to the same unit that massacred the Australian Army nurses and
continued their killing spree around the coast of Banka Island.

Itis worth remembering ac this point thac there were survivors from other evacuation ships - inchlding]‘ébe
'SS Gandjong Pinang’ which bad rescued 180 women, cbildren and nurses from Pom Pong island afcer the



sinking of the 'SS Kuala’ there buc only o be sunk itself within a day of rescuing these women and cbildren -
wbo were struggling ashore and some of these people were also summarily executed by the Japanese on the
beaches. Notably amongst these were the Caprain of the 'SS. Gandjong Pinang’ (Lt Basil Shaw, RNNZNVR,
from New Zealand) and a crew member (Able Seaman Oswald Joung; ex DS Repulse’) landed near the
lighthouse near (Duntok and were executed on the spot on 21 February. Also Lt Commander Rorace Vickers,
Commander of the (Dalay section of the navy was also executed upon landing on Banka - bis remains
without bis bead, were found in a plantation bebind (Duntok by a post war search parcy.

Gbe book ‘'ORB’ (p.211) - drawing on wbat Vivian Bullwinkel included in ber post - war affidavic o the War
Crimes Gribunal - suggests that the size of the Japanese force of troops arriving at Radji Beach was likely to
be around 18 soldiers led by a Sergeanc-(Dajor and a Caprain. Gbis is of course approximately the size of a
‘platoon’.

Gbe (Delbourne domiciled War Crimes file in the Australian Nacional Archives bas nothing furcher to offer
on the subject of pursuing those responsible for the Radji Beach acrocity (the files for this pbase of the
investigation must be in another war crimes prosecucion file perbaps linked with the Gokyo War Crimes
Gribunal), butitis clear thac by August 1946 the Allies bad absolutely not given up their bunc for the
criminals responsible for the murders on Radji Beach and in ‘Gbe Canberra Gimes' (30.8.46) there appeared a
reporcthat” ... Ghe whereabouts of the Japanese responsible for the massacre of 21 Auscralian army nurses
on Banka Island ... are slowly being uncovered. Lt. (Dasayuki &akeuchi. commander of one of the companies
on the island was recently identified in a POW stockade and is now in Gaiping gaol norchern (Dalaya. A
second suspect, Sergeant - (Dajor Garo Kaco, was captured in New Guinea...”.

So it seems that the Japanese invasion force onBanka Island - comprising two Companies was led by
Caprain Orita (Dasaru with #1 Company'led by L. DasayukiGaketichi and #2 Company led by Lt.
Robiyamo Fumo. It seems that the officers of this relatively small invasion force were being given command
authority a little above that usually accruing o their rank. In the same manner we seem to bave Sgt. (Dajor
Garo Karo in command of a platoon - although on the dayin question (Dasaru and Kato look like being the
ones ordering the murders on Radji Beach.

Some sources state that the commander of Japanese forces. on Banka Island (presumably Captain (Dasaru
Orita) bad from the beginning given orders thac all survivors of sunken sbips landing on the Island were to
be killed. In this context it is also reported-thac the Japanese Naval Commander who captured another ship -
the 'SS (Data Pari’ [aden with men, women and cbildren - would not allow the sbip o berth at (Duntok pier
uncil the Army Commander gave bis assurance that they would not be killed.

It seems that there was also another Japanese platoon searching elsewbere on the coast of Banka Island for
survivors.

Later in the post war investigacion process “Gbe West Australian” (26.10.46) carried this item in a similar
story but added that the two men (Gakeuchi and Garo) mentioned above:

"...were regular army vecerans who fougbtc againstc China, parcicipaced in the scorming of Dong Kong: and
followed the Japanese troops into Palembang in early 1942. Gbe companies were detached from the main
force for the capture of Banka Island. Gbe entire division later fought in the eastern area and mec
recribucion almosc to the l[ast man ac the bands of Australians and Americans. In 1942 a baccalion of the
regiment sailed for Guadalcanal in 14 sbips, 11 of which were sunk wich 1,000 men. (Dost of the 500 survivors
died in the fighting around Denderson Airfield (Guadalcanal) Anocher baccalion was almost wiped out by the
7" Division, AIE, at Buna, only 11 escaping - a third baczalion endeavoured to land in che New Admiralcy
Islands in June, 1944. Dalf [anded and was subsequenctly reporced missing: Gbe ocher balf failed to land and
recurned to Rabaul. Gwency six survivors are still being interrogaced there. including (Dajor-General Ganaka
who commanded operacions in Sumacra. Capeain (lacer (Dajor) (Dasaru Orica, who commanded the two
companies ac the time of the massacre, fougbt on in the (Dancburian fronc againsc the Russians in 1945. Gbe
Soviet section of the Allied Council for Japan bas just informed Australia thac this badly wanced man bas noc
so far been found in the Soviec’s POW compound ...". o



Ghe book 'ORB' (p. 319) also bolds the bistorical view that it was the same soldiers of the 2297 Regiment ac
Banka Island wbo bad been the killers and rapists at St Stepbens college, Dong Kong six weeks earlier and
says ... It seems likely that Orita bad been directly in charge of the soldiers who bad raped and murdered
their way througb St Scepben’s College ... and ic was cercainly Orita who issued the orders for all the killings
on Radji Beach ...", then later that book (p.320) closes the story of the sadistic, psychopatbic individual who
orchestrated and perpetrated the massacre .. Whac bappened ac Radji beach was the resulc of a
premeditaced decision by Orita Dasaru, who took whac be saw as an easy option.... Dis [own] surrender ac
the end of the war does not seem to bave weighed too beavily on bis bearc. Orita was a POW in the Soviec
union for almost 3 years before bis excradicion to Gokyo ... on the eve of bis being tried as a war criminal ... be
commicced suicide”.

Afcer the war (Dajor - General Ganaka Ryosaburo, 229 Regiment, received 20 years imprisonmenc for the
mass murders by troops in bis command whilst in Dong Kong.
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Now moving to the nature of the atrocicy against the Australian nurses, civilian women, civilian men and
servicemen on Radji Beach the question is 'Did it bappen in the manner stated by Vivian Bullwinkel at the
War Crimes Gribunal?’ which bas become the accepted explanation over the past 70 years?

Gbere bave been various murmurings and conjectures which need to be addressed to ascertain the full
culpability for their crimes of the Japanese Army personnel on Banka Island and the level of total shame
these men carry into bistory - particularly against a backdrop of admitted 'secrets’ amongst the AAINS
nursing survivors.

Firstly, ic may be worth contemplacing that the social paradigm of the 'stigma’ of rape against women bas
macerially alcered in the 70 years since 1945, as social ‘mores’ bave changed insofar as any women victims of
rape baving some sort of ongoing ‘damaged bonour’ and reflecting the growth in the autbority, role and
independence of women - which bas escalated beyond anything thac could bave been imagined prior to the
Second World War or even 1945. Gbis researcher proposes the view that, in considering the information in
the next few paragrapbs, the reader contemplates whether the paradigm in which we live at any pointin
bistory can alter the perceived interpreration and impacc of informacion - parcicularly when it is a case of
reputation, bonour, morals and gender role.

Gbe name GANEMURA KIJOSHI also comes up as a witness to the events on Radji Beach in an alleged
report by War Crimes Investigacing Officer (Caprain James Gowing Godwin) "File 152 Bangka island
Acrocities, 17 February 1942 in the book "Betrayal in Digh Places” by James (DcKay. Described in the book as
"... Former Ldg Privace Ganemura Kiyosbi of the 2" Platoon, 2™ Company, Orita Buzai' be bad ostensibly
been recalled by Godwin for reinterrogacion concerning the fate of (Dr. V.6. Bowden (Australian Grade
Commissioner, (Dalaya) on Bangka island on 17 February-1942, Go quote from the File mentioned in the
book "..Kiyosbhi admics thac bis platoon took parcinthesuccessful assault on the lightly defended island and
thac some Europeans (amended to all) were capcured, including’a number of Australian nurses. Kiyosbi
displayed a most worried accicude thacwas not losc on chis investigacing officer. Dis answers to questions
were evasive and devious, similar in concext to an earlier interrogacion conducted by Sergeanc A. I.
Weston.....De strongly denied being one of the quards... and bad soughc permission from bis immediace
superior INCO Sergeant Furukawa (FIU) to rest in the shade of some trees...”. Without going into detail
described in the book and the supposed File 152, the relevance of Kiyosbi's statement is that be claimed that
the nurses bad been raped before being recurned to the beach ; thenurses in facc being “... forced to bathe
(ostensibly) whereupon a machine gun bad opened fire and disposed ( evecuted) them. Kiyosbi strongly
denied parcicipating of the male prisoners by reason of feeling unwell and because of bis disposicion, be bad
not felt inclined to join in the raping incidents during the night wich the rest of the placoon...".

Fruscratingly for anyone attempring to get to the truth of the Radji Beach atrocity, the researcher of this
memorial document bas found that the relevant content of the book is no more than an fictional
extrapolation of the Banka Island atrocity murders - it bas been found from the original files that the
report by Caprain J.6. Godwin actually starts exactly as (DcKay states , but the second sentence of Godwin's
actual Weekly Investigacion Report 152 (dated 13 January 1950) in the NAA (Delbourne then staces “..Resulcs
of this reinterrogacion will be reporced in the Weekly Invescigacion Reporc of Sgc. A.D. Weston ...".On
obtaining and reading the original files compiled by Sqt Weston this researcber determined thac there is
absolurely no evidential foundacion for the supposed account by Ganemura Kiyosbi account recorded in
"Betrayal In Digh Places"!

It seems James (DcKay, despite knowing that there was no recorded admission by Ganemura Kiyosbi for the
rape and murder, was going to see bistory recorded in the way be (and probably many otbers at the time)
believed it to bave occurred. So we must put aside the (DcKay book as a credible source - even although be
may bave beard rumours to thac effect.

Despite the lack of any evidence for James (DcKay's view thac the ARNS nurses and otbers bad been violated
on Radji Beach there are two other important pieces of information on the matcer of whether the nurses
were raped and then murdered we should take into account before revercing to eyewitness statementcs

around the time of the acrocity:
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e Ajournalist with 'Independent Australia’, (Ds Gess Lawrence, on 19 (Darch 2017
publisbed an article which stated that during two meetings sbe bad personally wich
Vivian Bullwinkel at a Club in (Delbourne, she was told by Vivian that most of the
nurses including Vivian bad been violated before being shot ac Radji Beach. Gess
Lawrence also claims that she was told by Vivian that she bad been instructed not
o divulge this to the war Crimes Gribunal in Sydney.

e Gbis conclusion is also supported by author Barbara Angell on the website Angell

Productions, who with questions in mind as to whether there was someching bebind
the obvious secrets being kept by the surviving AAINS nurses wbo returned to
Australia, and also the inconsistencies in the statements over the years by the
surviving nurses set ouc firstly to check the veracicy of Vivian Bullwinkel's story
against the only tangible evidence left from the murders i.e. the bullet boles in the
nurses uniform Vivian was wearing on the day ac Radji Beach and then apply logic
©o the evidence left in the affidavics made by the men who survived the massacre or
arrived on Radji Beach within a day or so from other sunken ships. Angell's very
througb investigation comes to the conclusion that the AANS nurses, including
Vivian were raped and there may bave been other nurses also killed elsewbere around
the cost of Bank Island.

Research and writing bas therefore brought forward a number of pieces of informacion which drive the logic
of what occurred ac Radji Beach to a conclusion that some of the ARINS nurse were almost certainly violated
before they were murdered:

e Firstly the fact thac the exact same Japanese troops who raped and murdered the
nurses in Nong Kongwerethe troops whe bad invaded Banka island and were
present ac Radji Beach - a situation wbich left them after the killing of the two
groups of men with'a large group of defenceless women.

e Secondly, Japanese troops bad a practice during their invasion of South €ast Asia,
when coming across a group of men and women, of firstly killing the men before
assaulting the women.

e Ghen thereis the evidence of men who survived the massacre or were presenc ac
Radji Beach afcer'che killings stace which states very clearly that some of the
clothbing on the bodies of the nurses was in disarray or bad been removed and some
nurses were actually naked - thereis no suggescion in any survivor’s records that
the nurses were naked before the Japanese arrived.

e  Barbara Angell's empathetic analysis of the location of the bullec boles in Vivian
Bullwinkel's uniform gives real weight to the possibilicy that sbe was in a state of
undress at the time she was shot.

¢ DNext, butnotleast, is the article by journalist Gess Lawrence in the 'Independenc
Australia’ of February 2017 which states bluntly that Vivian Bullwinkel confirmed
that some of the nurse bad been raped by the Japanese on Radji Beach..

Gbe conclusion from the research conducted in compiling this memorial document is that the events ac
Radji Beach were even more cruel and barbaric than mainstream reports bave been indicating and the
empatby of those bonouring the memory of those women and men murdered at Radji Beach needs o take
account of the vorture experienced during their [ast bours - perbaps even more than bas been the case to
dace.

Nothing detracts from the exemplary bebaviour and everlasting honour of these brave and noble women.

Gbe sbame, absence of bonour and another stain on the reputacion of the Japanese Army can likewise never
be removed.
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Finally , one piece of informacion - a band drawn map (c. 1946)from the War Crime investigation file (1NAA
(Delbourne) on the events ac Radji Beach - gives some idea of what was found by the investigacion parcy
soon after the war;

20



Ghis researcher’s conclusion is that, ac least for those with an empathy for the tragedies arising from the
evacuation of Singapore and in the context of bonouring the memory of all those women, children and men
who lost their lives in February 1942 actempting an escape from Singapore by ship: the whole north, north
western and north eastern coastline of Banka island is in fact ballowed ground that cannoc pracrically be
separated into graves and simple natural spaces.
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Sources:

Barton - the official report beld in the UK nacional Arcbives by Lt R€. Barton, captain of
the "SS. Vyner Brooke”

BPPL. = List of people from Singapore and (Dalaya with their last known situation prepared
in Changi prison camp during 1942 by (Dr. Jack Bennetc (aged about 45 years and described
as a merchant with the General Import/Export Borneo Co., internee # 386 in Changi) from
internees in Changi Civilian intcernment camp and POWs and Internees passing througb
that camp in Singapore during 1942. Ghe list is recorded in tiny "Pin poinc” writing on
eighteen sheets of ‘Jeyes' toilet paper that is unreadable to the naked eye. Itis beld in the
Nacional Archives of the United Kingdom and is a unique and invaluable record of the last
known sightings of many missing men.

BYE -the book "By €astern Windows” by William . (McDougall Jr.

Coolies - the book "White Coolies” by Betty Jeffrey.

CORD - Colonial Office Register of Deaths

Cross - list prepared by (Drs. € Cross, a Swiss internee in Palembang married to a Britisbh
immigracion officer in (Dalaya, of ‘Britisb Internees In Palembang 1942’ with a cipber for
each sbip on which the internees bad travelled from Singapore

CWGC - the records on the website of the Commonwealch War Graves Commission.
Goldberg - the report by Dr Anne (DarieGoldberg - Curth beld in Nacional Archives of
Australia, '472 WO 30744 pp 104-06 listing names of survivors she knew of on ber raftand
in internment camps, plus those who died in“(Mundok’ and Luebok Lingoe’ camps

JOM - Gbe 'Malayans’ dacabase compiled by Jonatban (Dofface, author and researcher.
MMPOD - Gbhe Duntok (Demorial Peace (Duseum website

ORB - the book "On Radji Beach” by Ian W. Shaw.

SD - the book "Singapore’s Dunkirk” by Geoffrey Brooke published in 1989.

SOS - the book "Song of Survival’ by Relen Colijn publisbed 1997.

SUM - database of Sumacra‘internees onthe (Nalayan Volunteer Group websice
SCOBGVB - the book " A Short Cruise on the Vyner Brooke” by Ralpb Armstrong

SFPMA - the newspaper archives acthe website of the Singapore Nacional Library
containing past copies of the "Singapore Free Press € (Dercancile Advertiser”.

SG - the newspaper archives at the website of the Singapore National Library containing
the past copies of the "Straits Gimes”.

SUER - Nurse Ada Syers ( later married name Corbicr) , Oral Risvory recording, AW, ID #
SO 4057

Gebbutr - official report comprising five pages compiled by (Dajor William Alston Gebburt,
Incelligence Officer, AIF, whilst in Changi POW camp later in the War and beld in the
DNational Archives of Australia (NAA. B3856, 144/1/346).

WBGW - the book "“Women Beyond Gbe wire” by Lavinia Warner and Jobn Sandilands
published in 1982

plus the list on the next page which appears to bave been compiled in Palembang camp by internees
of people who were on the ship: but believed by the internees to bave been killed , or considered
"(Dissing’ ( source is the UK Nacional Archives),
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Anyone whbo bas corrections, amendments, clarifications or addicional material on the passengers of the 'SS.
Vyner Brooke' is most welcome to contact the researcher and compiler of this document: (Dichael Pecher,
2/23 Sanders Avenue, Gakapuna, Auckland, 0622, New Zealand. Email is mncpetber@xtra.co.nz. Gelepbone
number is New Zealand 09-4865754 or mobile New Zealand 0274543695.

Gbis document and the informacion contained within may be used for any non - commercial purpose.

Anyone wisbing to use the content of this document for commercial purposes, book publicacion, magazine,
newspaper or internet articles receiving payment or compensation is required to firstly obzain the
agreemenc in writing of (Dichael Pecher, Auckland, New Zealand who retains the copyrigbc for the content of
the document.
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Dichael Pecher.
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Passenger List (Recreated):

e ANGUS - Laura Angus (nee Shelley), who bad married Dugb Angus was on the same
evacuation sbip out of Singapore as ber mother (Drs. Alice Shelley according to the family
bistory of the de Cruz family (source great granddaugbzer Lara Poycon in the UK email 8
February 2016): the earliest newspaper record of Laura Shelley is in 1902 when she won a
prize in the Infant School of Raffles Girls School ( S& 8.1.219020, wbich indicates she was
born in 1895-96: their are records of a (Dr & (Drs. hugb Angus attending funerals and
leaving wreachs in the Eurasian communicy during 1930s uncil 1941 and then sadly later in the
War there is a record of ( possibly their son) a Private Dugb Shelley Angus , # 25266, of the 2™ Batzalion
. SSVE, born Singapore in 1920 ,who bad been sent from Changi POW camp to the Burma railway
camps on 12.10.42, died when the Japanese POW transporter "Rakuyo (Daru” was torpedoed on 12.9.44
and 1159 of the 1360 men on board lost their lives ( JB database of (Dalayan Volunceers)

e ANGUS - Mrs. Lucille Angus; born 1916, employed by Cold Storage (Changi (Duseum
Civilians dacabase): (Diss Lucille Angus appears as bridesmaid to (Diss Irene Shelley when
she married (Dr William Campbell Alexander in Penang in 1934 (SFP(DA 25.11.34); and also
acrended the wedding of (Diss Louisa Band to (Dr. Kenneth Blackler of Penang when they
married in Singapore (SEP(DA 29.6.38): possibly ANGUS (Ds, Eurasian (Dacron, St Andrew’s
School, Singapore. Changi and Sime Rd internee (JADM): also (Ds Lucille Jvonne Angus,
daugbrter of (Dr & (Drs Nugh Angtis of Singapore and a Singapore Cold Storage employee.
Survived the Vyner Brookesinking, therrinterned in Palembang Women's camp, Sumacra,
1942 " lefr Camp 12.2.43:." -Reetirned to-Sirtgapore and became a Changi & Sime Rd internee
No. 3299 and when in (hangi was;in Cell 38 on'the top Floor of A Block in Changi Prison
(cipber is A.5.38 in Chdngi recordsand also showrvin|SUD: in the List of British Women
and Cbildren in Palembang theére is recorded a (Diss I.(D. Angus as an internee in the camp:
after the War Lucille martied James Jobn Coyle ofehe RAOC in Singapore and they moved
to the UK where they bad four children - Roy William ( born 1947), Jobn Geoffrey (appears
©o bave died and may be buriedin Pidaeé cetnerery).Peter Derek (born in 1950 and later
moved to Queensland and.in 2016 reziredfirom (Nanader at Bunning’s bardware Ltd., to " ...
recurn to Scodand .7 Jand Susan Laura@artha - In 1957 the family bad migrated from
Folkstone, Kent to Western-Auscralia, During1960-1974 Lucille and family lived in Papua
New Guinea where James worked for the P16 Administracion. She died in 1994 aged 78
years of age.

o ARMSGRONG - ARMSGRONG MDrs Gberesia Resie’ Armstrong, Palembang Women's
camp 1942. Sumacra internee. Died in captivity 7.2.45 [51] Duncok. She was the wife of
".ARMSGRONG h M MERCHG HEEREN B'LDG WIFE + 2 CHIL PALEMBANG..." who is
listed in the secret Jeyes' listin Changi: also the mother of Ralpb Armstrong;, Dixie
Armstrong and (Drs Grace’ Anna’ Watters-Pryce and the grandmother of Darc Waczers-
Pryce who were also all on the ship, see also ARMSGRONGS OF SRI LANKA' on the
internet;

e ARMSGRONG - Ralph Emil hilary Armstrong, son of (Drs Resie Armstrong, who was also
a passenger on the ship and (Dr N.(D. Armstrong who bad remained in Singapore: Ralpb
was about ten years of age when be boarded the ship with bis mother two adulc sisters and
bis litcle nepbew Sivo (Darc: bis story is vold in detail in the book be wrote and publisbed in
2003 " A Short Cruise on the Vyner Brooke'; be survived the sinking with all bis family
members and they( plus June Bourbill, and a White Russian woman who bad been also
living in the Neeren Building in Singapore who may well bave been (Drs Warman) togecher
floated on a raft for four days without food or water before landing on a small island in the
Banka straits: after paying some fishermen to lead them to safety they reached Banka
island and after time in Kobe, Pangkalpinang they were taken to (Duncok and interned :
Ralpb was initially in the womens camps because of bis age but in April 1943 be was moved
to the mens camp: be endured the serious bardsbips in (Duntok and Belalau mens camgsh
and survived the war to return to Singapore : be worked as a clerk at Fort Canning for
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many years before finally leaving Singapore in 1974 for Queensland, Auscralia where be lives
today( telepbone conversation wich Ralpb Armstrong (Day 2016)

ARMSGRONG - ARMSGRONG Ms Dixie Resie Armstrong, daughter of (Drs Resie
Armstrong (above). Palembang women's camp 1942.Sumacra internee. See Ralph
Armstrong story and book ASCOGVEB'. Died in caprivity 5.4.45[32] MDuncok

ASRGON - Sister Carrie Jean Asbron, SEX 13548, 2/13" Australian General Rospital. Jean
Asbron was born at Woodside, South Australia on 31.5.05, and the 2 IC of the 2/13%
Australian General Rospital nurses. She enlisted at Wayville, South Australia, on 27.5.41 and
was a senior nurse with that AGI group when they were in (Dalaya and then Singapore (St.
Pacrick’s School, Ratong). When the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’ began to sink and they bad cleared
most passengers off the ship, she boarded a lifeboat full of women and children buc the ship
began to turn over on thac lifeboat and everyone bad to jump out. So she jumped into the
sea with Wilma Oram and (Dona Wilton( p. 87 ORB) and narrowly avoided being taken
down by the sinking sbip ( as tragically bappened to (Dona Wilton) she then made ber way
to an overturned raft where a large group of nurses, women and cbildren gatbered (p.174
ORB). She reached Banka Island and was interned at Muntcok in the Customs NDouse where
because she was the most senior survivor in the 2/13" AGH group and a nacural leader, she
became a camp leader during internmenc and ran the camp bospital with a nun. Der
bravery and effort during the war were recognised by ber becoming '(Dentioned in
Despazches’. After the war ber niece publisbed ber wartime diary as a book. Jean Asbton
passed away, aged 96 years of age, in 2002.

AXON (also referred to as EXNAM) - Mrs Queenie Mary Axon: AXOIN MDrs Queenie (Dary
Axon (nee Danker), wife of Army L/Cpl Alfred Jobn Axon, (Danchester Regiment. Ghey
married October 1940 ac Johere Bahru. Aged.31 in 1942. With daugbter Pacricia Ann. aged 3,
a Palembang Sumatra inzgernee. Crosstiscnoeges, ... (7) Died on 28.9.45 in Singapore...” L/Cpl
Axon remained in Joboyt 1945 Jalan Wacerworks JB]. In 1963 Patricia married Bill Bagby,
son of Sumatra internee Wally Bagby (J(OXD): also Queenie (Dary Danker married Alfred
Jobn Axon from Ireland(SG. 13:10.40 Lin chis cenrexd it is worch nocing thac the best man
ac cheir wedding wasld William (Dckurg(8&-13.10:40) and when the 'Vyner Brooke’ was
sunk it appears that gne of the survivors appearsio bave been a Damilcon (DcClurg (also
referred to as ‘Jock’ (DeGlurk by survivor Stokér Ernest Lloyd): in 1941 there was the birth
notice " ... to Queenic neé¢.Danker , wife of (DraA ] Axon, a daughter on 18.7.41 (S6. 23.7.41); in
arecording beld in the Singapore Oral Arebives( #001717) a cousin of Queenie by the name
of (Drs Nedwig €Elizabeth Anuar-says thac” .. Quéenic bad ber baby with ber on the ship
(presumably Patsy) and duringche sinking-ber baby was thrown down to ber from the ship,
also that mother and daugbter were later in Palembang internment camp, lacer in the Oral
Archive it is stated that " ... Queenie died after a week or so of being repacriated to
Singapore from kidney trouble and malnucricion ..".

AXON (also referred to as EXNAM) - MDiss Pacricia 'Pacsy’ Ann Axon, daugbter of Dr &
(Drs. A. J. Axon, SEE ABOVE ENGRU. is sometimes stated as being three years of age when
the sbip sank but was in fact only seven montbs old and still a baby: she and ber mother
survived the War and internment and in 1963 Patsy married Bill Bagby son of the well
known borse trainer Wally Bagby (SG. 21.2.63), buc this marriage did notlast and they were
divorced in 1968 ( SG. 20.2.68), in which same newspaper report it is mencioned that there
was one son from the marriage.

BALFOUR- OGILVIE /OGILVU- Sister €laine Lainie’ Lenore Balfour - Ogilvie, born 1912,
was from Renmark in the (Durray River area of Souch Australia, the daughzer of a bighly
decorated Australian soldier and one of five siblings in a successful family of graziers: as well
described in the book 'ORB’ she was one of those people who excel at most things they
undercake in life and are liked by most people they encounter. Recalled as a beauciful singer,
she became a dedicated nurse after training at the Adelaide Children's Dospizal. In 1940 sbe
enlisted in the AIF as an AANS nurse (# SEX 10596) in 2/4% Casualry Clearing Station and
after the Japanese invasion of (Dalaya served ac Kluang and Gampoi caring for bundreds of
wounded and earning a reputation for being loved by these men for ber singingand
personality. Along with other nurses on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” she volunteered to be one of
the group who stayed on board the sbhip to the last in the event of a sinking and ensure Al
the passengers reached safecy on lifeboats: in fact after the sinking she was seen bolding
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onto a rope trailing from (Dacron Drummond’s lifeboat and possibly thac is bow she
reached Radji Beach: in a tribute to the nacural, positive, confident character and
personality that was €laine Balfour - Ogilvy it is recorded that (p. 214-2150RB) after
observing the massacre of the two groups of men, she suggested that the nurses allrun in
different directions so that at least some of them would survive. Gbis being probably the
most sensible idea that anyone bad on Radji Beach she was overruled by (Dacron
Drummond and told they must all comply wich Japanese instructions to avoid letting their
wounded patients down. €laine then died with the other 21 nurses on the beach.
Inzerestingly (Dajor Gebbutt in bis affidavit recalled seeing; after the massacre, the body of
one nurse on the beach some 50 yards away from the main group of victims (as did €ric
German BUE p.152) so it is possible that even in ber last moments €laine Balfour - Ogilvy
did make a desperate, beroic and independent attempt to survive - which seems complezely
in characcer with ber positive approach to life and the probable influence of ber father’s
bravery in war - ratber that be passively slaughtered by a callous enemy.

BAGES Sister Louvima (also know as Louvinia) 'Vima' (Dary Isabella Bates, WEX 11169,
2/13% Rustralian General Dospital. Daugbter of MDr & Drs A. €. Bates of Souch Perth. Lictle
is know of Vima Bates' early life and it is not uncil 1937 thac sbe first appears in local
newspapers as taking charge of the Kalgoorlie Infanc Realth Cencre, presumably as a
registered nurse ("Gbe West Rustralian’, Perth, 6.4.370. Gbe following year she was still in
Ralgoorliec and appears as a guest at a farewell party for a friend( 22.3.38) and lacer in the
year is reported as leaving Kalgoorlie Infanc Realth Cencre ("Kalgoorlie (Diner” 7.10.38). She
appears to bave moved to Perth because in 1939 she is reported as jointly bolding a parcy at
the 'Waldorf ("Sunday Gimes”, Perth, 5.2.39) - this period of ber life featured ber as a very
social person. Ghe paybook pboto taken.on ber enlistment in the AAINS, c. July 1941, shows a
good looking young woman wich brown bairand a direcz, confident gaze. She served in
(Dalaya and Singapore and after the 'Vyner Brooke' was sunk we are told she ... made a safe
escape from the sbip and a short time [acer was seen alone on a life raft. She soon drifted
away from the main group of survivors, bowever.-and was never seen alive again...” (p.165,
ORB);in fact it was Sister Ada Syer who ; in the seaithe night of the sinking beard Louvinia
Bates ( of the 'flaming red bair’) call ouc and when Ada Syer responded, Louvina called back
ber name was ‘Bates’ and then never seen again (Ada Bates interview # SO 4057 ac the
AW): a bereavementnortice placed by her parents (Dr & (Drs A. €. Bates, 190 Douglas
Avenue, South Perth in’ Ghe West Australian’(26.6.44) notes ber family called ber 'Vima' -
reflecting Vima's social and possibly gregarious nature she bad four other death nocices in
that same paper on the same day , all stating that sbe was believed to bave been killed near
Sumacra on 11 February 1942 ( details were naturally sdill very confused uncil the surviving
nurses were taken to Singapore after the Japanese surrender). Lacer in 1950 a 'War Nurses
(Memorial Nostel’ was opened in Queens Crescent, (Dt Lawley by the Governor of Western
Australia - one of the nurses memorialised by this building was Vima Bates. Since she was
from Western Australia and the RSL remembered ber at the Applecross ANZAC Day
ceremonies in 2016 along with others on the "Vyner Brooke”. Vima is also remembered on
the Singapore war memorial at Kranji.

BEARD- Sister Alma MDay Beard, WEX 11175, 2/13th Australian General Dospital, was born
in 1911 vo Edward William and Katherine Dary Beard of Goodyay, WA, and bad two
siblings. She trained at Perth Nospital and then moved to one of the larger Sydney
bospitals to gain experience (“Goodyay Derald’, 20.9.40). After recurning to WA sbe enlisted
in the AANS on 19 June 1941 and in September 1941 was sent to (Dalaya for overseas
experience ("Gbe West Australian’, 1941 whbich bas a group pboto of Alma wich " ...
Louvina(sic] Bates, Iole Darper and (Dina Podgson togecher with Lt. Gen. Sir James
itchell at a farewell function ac che Adelpbi Dotel ,Perch...” and also ‘Ghe West Australian”
30.10.45 - the latter newspaper article is accompanied by a pre-war pboto of a most
attractive young woman). Alma Beard lost ber life in the massacre on Radji Beach - when
the nurses were forced to the execucion place Alma was on the far left of the line of
Australian nurses facing the sea - nexc to Vivian Bullwinkel, and said ".. Bully, there are two
things I've always baced in my life, the Japs and the sea and today I've ended up wich boch
.."(ORB, p.216). In 1944 the "Goodyay Nerald’(16.4.44) advised that MDr. & Mrs. €. W. Beabd
of 'Pellnell’, Culbam ( a town in the Goodyay shire north east of Perth) bad received notice



that Alma was now "(Dissing Believed Killed” on or after 11 February 1942. On Anzac Day
1945 ("Goodyay Nerald”, 4.5.45) the Goodyay CWA laid a wreach in remembrance of Alma
and 10 soldiers of the district. She is memorialised by the Alma Beard Communicy Realch
Centre at Goodyay, Western Auscralia.

BEESGON - (Ds Louise Beeston b.1907 Stoke-on-Grent. Geacber, St Andrew's School,
Singapore from 1936. Lived at Gemple Rouse, Gank Rd, Singapore. Palembang Women's
Camp, Sumatra internee. Repatriated on Antenor from Singapore, arriving Liverpool
27.10.45. Go Stoke on Grent. Returned to St Andrew's, Singapore. Later Supervisor for all
three Anglican schools in Singapore: St Andrew's, St hilda’s, St (Dargaret’s. Retired on
bealth grounds 1960. Died 12.1983 Barnstable, Devon (JADM): according to a list prepared in
Palembang camp (Diss L. Beeston was on the "Vyner Brooke” (Cross); some newspaper
references are firstly ber arriving in Singapore on the "Chitral’ from (Darseilles (S. 8.4.36):
as a producer of a children’s show at the bome of General Dobbie (SG. 18.7.36): and finally
ber arriving in Singapore on the "Rajputna’ in 1937 (SEP(DA. 18.1.37).

BEGGERIDGE (note that there is no record of a BURRIDGE or BURIDGE) - Ghomas
Daniel Betreridge, born 1880 Lancasbire. Partner, Rallam & Co. [Brokers] Kuala Lumpur
from 1929. Lost at sea 15.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke wich wife Carrie Rose Faraday (JAODD):
Gbomas Betreridge spent most of bis adulc life in (Dalaya. Gbe earliest reference to bim is
in the Singapore Free Press and (Dercancile Advertiser in 1907 when be is noted as arriving
in Singapore onthe P & O 'Oceania’ (SEPDA 13.5.07): later that year be is reported playing
tennis in Singapore and in 1909 be is playing water polo at the Singapore Swimming Club
and still parcicipating in tennis. By 1912 be recurned from Dome leave on the P & O
‘Sardinia’ and the following year be was appointed as the new (Danager for Guthrie & Co. in
Ruala Lumpur; the followingyear be was onche Committee for the Selangor Gurf Club: (Dr
& (Drs. Berreridge went on 'bomeleave-during 1916 and became establisbed residents of KL
so thac by 1919 Ghomas was also appointed onto Commictee of the prestigious Selangor
Club (it appears be never relinquisbed bis KL [inks because in 1938 be was still on the
Committee of the Selangor Club andinvolved.in a the vigorous debate over whetber the
Club sbould merger SFP(DA (Darch 1939) SG:: in 1921 they were transferred to Guchrie's in
Singapore and Ghomas took up [awn bowls in bis forcies; they obviously were well accepted
into Singapore society forin 1923 they are listed ata government bouse tiffin’ and lacer
that year Ghomas is playing competitive billiards at the Singapore Cricker Club: Ghomas
did notrelinquisb bis original involvement in the (Dasonic movemenc in Kuala Lumpur
because in 1927-28 be'is reported as an officer of Read Lodge, Kuala Lumpur: the following
year be moves to Rallam ¢ coas a partner (with AIN. Farquabarson0 and that same year
(Diss Daureen Phyllis Betteridge was given away in marriage by Ghomas to €rnest Jobn
Douglas (SG. 3.8.29); 'bome leave’ occurred every four years or so with the addicional break
in 1937 when be left for Dong Kong " ... on a short bealch trip o recuperace after bis recenc
illness ..." (SFP(DA 16.1.37); the Jeyes’ secret list compiled in Changi states " ... BEGGERIDGE
GhOS D hALLAM CO LEFG LAGE W . WIFE ..." (BPPL); so at age 62 years Ghomas, as a
senior member of the business and social establishment in Singapore and (Dalaya, boarded
the ship with bis wife Carrie afcer 35 years of family and business life in the land be bad
cbosen. Lictle is known of what occurred to (Dr & (Drs. Becteridge during the sbort voyage
and the sinking, buc is seems bigbly likely that Gbomas is the person referred o by survivor
€ric Germann in the book "By €astern Windows” as ”... the Souch African (Dr. Buridge

... since the researcher can find no trace of a man named Buridge in pre-war (Dalaya. If this
is correct Gbomas bad been wounded severely in the bombing of the sbhip by a bomb
fragment in bis kidneys (BUE, p. 146) and probably put aboard the firstlifeboat vo leave the
"SS. Vyner Brooke”. On (Donday 16 February Ghomas was lying on Radji Beach on a
streccher with acleast five others. e would bave beard the first eight men taken along the
beach and executed by the Japanese patrol which carried out the atrocities and then again
beard the second group of men taken away and murdered by macbine gun fire. Gragically
(see below) be may bave even been aware that bis wife of many decades was also in the
group of Australian army nurses massacred on the beach. Ghe account by €ric Germann
staces that when be recurned to the place where the streccher cases bad been left ‘Burid,
the South African’ bad been bayoneted in the chest, as bad the other stretcher cases (BUE
p-153 and this is confirmed in general in ' ORB’ p.217 whbere the author states that a second



group of the Japanese soldiers .. worked ics way through the wounded on makesbift
strecchers in the shade of the trees, bayonecing them all ..."): so, contrary to the simple and
unemotional official records that would otherwise tell the story of bis death, was realicy of
the cruel and unnecessary murder of Ghomas on a beach on Bank Island by a psychopatbic
group of Japanese soldiers: the list compiled in Palembang camp of those passengers they
believed bad died simply states * (Dr & (Drs. Becreridge, Dallam € Co. KL, last seen on
board...": the official CWGC website simply records “&bomas Daniel Becteridge, civilian,
died 14.2.42 in the sinking of the ‘SS. Vyner Brooke (CWGC); whilst the Colonial Office
record bas "..6bomas Daniel Betteridge, Dallam & Co., Ruala Lumpur died on or about
14.2.42 in the Banka Straics as a result of the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’, Source,
Searcher Organisation Clearing Douse. Reg (D1, Folio 202, Serial 1022" (CORD); the final
record of the life of Ghomas Betteridge is the Grant of Letter of Administration 1947 (where
people die intestate) (Item 1947/273).

BEGGERIDGE - (Drs. Carrie Rose Faraday Bectridge, lictle is known of (Drs. Becreridge
except for a mencion of ber whilst she was living in Kuala Lumpur in a group raising money
for a plane during the First World War , referred to as ‘A Woman's Aeroplane ” ( SG. 29.3.16)
and then in 1939 arriving on the 'Perseus’ from Plymouth (SFP(DA 20.7.39). Once again
there are references in the books BUE' and 'ORB' to ... Gbere was also one elderly European
woman who bad policely declined the offer to leave wich the other civilian women and
children. Der busband was amongsc the seriously injured. &bey bad noc been separaced in
nearly 50 years of married life and they would not be separaced now...”(ORB. P.210); by
deduction on the identity of the man named Buridge ( no Buridge can be found living in
(Dalaya or Singapore at thac time) it seems very likely that it was Carrie Becreridge who is
described in ‘'ORB' as the lonecivilianineluded in the group of women described as .. the
22 nurses joined by an elderly civilian who bad refused co leave ber busband and now stood
weeping in the middle of the fine..."( ORB, p:216): so , most awfully, ic seems thac Carrie
Becreridge lost ber life in the massacre of nurses on Radji beach by a group of soldiers who
commitced one of the more callously-unnecessary mass killings by the Japanese of
€uropean women in the Second World War: ber official record states “Carrie Rose Faraday
Beteeridge, civilian, died on 14.2.42 in the sinking of the SS. Vyner Brooke ..."(CWGC) and
ber official death entry in the CORD records are “ (Drs. Carrie Rose Faraday Betreridge, wife
of .D. Betreridge of Kuala Lumpur, Selangor died on or about 14.2.42 in the Banka Straits
in the sinking of the 'SS. Viyner Brooke' . Source C-in-C ALFSEA. Reg. (D1, Folio 219, Serial
1085); the final record on'her lifeis an advertisement in 1948 being ... Iotice re the estace of
Carrie Rose Faraday Becceridge. late of 7 Sconer Road, Kuala Lumpur ..."(SG. 23.10.48).
BLAKRE -Sister Rathleen Constance 'Pat’ Blake, NEX 70528, 2/10 Australian General
Rospical. Pat Blake who was aged 29 years (born 1913?) at the time of the sinking of the
"Vyner Brooke” was the third daughter of (Dr. & (Drs. George Blake of Lindfield, Sydney,
NSW ("Gbe Australian Womens Weekly”, 15.12.45) and bad trained ac the Royal Prince Alfred
Rospital in Sydney. She passed ber Nurses Registration Board exams ‘General Branch”
whilst at Royal Prince Alfred Rospital in 1936 ("Sydney (Dorning Nerald”. 18.12.36). She must
bave enlisted during 1940 because she was in the contingent of 2/ 10" AGR personnel who
sailed from Sydney in January 1941 for (Dalaya (AW(D). Lictle is known of ber experiences
but after the sinking she was captured on Banka Island and endured internmencin
(MDuntok, Palembang and finally Belalau where she became very sick. In fact during
internment she was ... so ill that she was not aware thac one night a rac actually chewed
che end off one of ber toes ..."(ORB, p.277) Sbe survived and after the War was discharged as
Caprain Blake in July 1946 (ORB, p.300) - the actual timing of ber dischbarge is puc into
question however because in "Gbe Sun’, Sydney of 2.12.45 there is the reporcthac .
Survivor from che sbip 'Vyner Brooke' and of a POW camp, Army nurse Kachleen Blake was
married ac Shore Chapel yesterday to Lt. Keich Dixon, AIF. to whom she became engaged at
the beginning of the war ..." - there is also a pboto of the newly married couple in "Ghe
Australian Women's Weekly'( 15.12.45). Over fifcy years later, in the "Sydney (Dorning Perald
" of 11.4.98 there was the funeral notice of "Pat (Kachleen Constance) Dixon” to be beld on 17
April 1998 at Ourimbab - a small town on the central Coast region of NSW.

BLANCH - Sister Jessie Jane ‘Blanchie’ Blanch, QX 19074, 2/10 Australian General Hospitzzgl,
was born on 18.3.10 in Bangalow, norcthern NSW: she may bave trained at Lismore but was



nursing in Brisbane when she enlisted and was posted to the 2/10 AGI in (Dalaya. An
atcractive dark baired young woman in ber early 30s she was regarded as a very good
operating theacre nurse and someone who remained very calm under even the stress of
bombardment. Gbhis showed up in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke' when sbe was
probably the last person to leave the sinking vessel and bad to jump off the stern as it went
down bow first. In the sea sbe joined a group of other nurses clinging to a piece of wood and
they remarkably began singing "We are off to see the Wizard” and other songs to keep up
their spirics. Gbis group were swept by currents quite close o Radji Beach that night and
then also througb the ships of the Japanese invasion fleet where the Japanese just laugbed
at the survivors. By Sunday morning they were carried onco a beach on Banka Island and
soon captured by the Japanese and imprisoned in (Duntok cinema. She survived the
borrors of three years internment in (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau and afcer the war
worked as a private nurse. She married Sydney photograpber Albert €acon - Lee in 1950
and in 1973 they rexired to ber bome town of Alstonville, NSW. She appears in the book
"Willingly into the Fray: 100 years of Australian Army Nursing "and a book on ber life was
also compiled - "Blancbie - Alstonville's Inspiracional World war two Nurse” by Ina
Kirkland. ‘Blanchie’ passed away in Alstonville, aged 89 years, in 1999.

BOURRNILL - (Drs Dorothy Bourbill was the wife of Alexander George Bourbill [(DBE 1953,
(Daintenance €ngineer, Power Station, (Dunicipal Eleccrical Dept from 1927. Former RQMS 1SSVEF.
Late Changi internee 1943]: she is mentioned arriving on the P & O ‘(Dacedonia’ in Singapore
from London (SFP(DA 5.10.27)and five years later recurning from bome leave wich Alexander
(S6.1.3.32); in 1941 Dorothy was a member of the newly opened UDCA Club in Orchard
road (SFP(DA 2.10.41); Dorothy was lost ac sea on the " SS. Vyner Brooke'- according to
'ORB’ p. 165 Dorothy may bave drowned- when the second lifeboac capsized - buc ber
daughrter June survived, they also-bad a'son in the UK possibly by the name of Crawford
Bourbill ( SG 14.12.34 attending Ganglin Preparacory School): official records show ” ... (Drs
. Bourbill wife of A. 6. Bourbill, Singapore (Dunicipality, on or since 14.2.42 , at sea off
Singapore, presumed to.bave lost ber life at sea during the evacuacion from Singapore (
various private sources)...| (CORD. Reg. D1, Folio 286, SerialNo. 1325): Alex & June were
repatriated 1945 arriving Sydney on Gamaroa 10.10.45. " Alex returned post-war to €lectrical Depr.
Singapore: appointed Assistant Power Station Superintendent 1949.(JADM) , and ber daughvzer,
BOURDILL - (Diss June Bourillis first reevrdedin loeal newspapers in 1938 as one of the
‘Capivol Dollies’ of the ptemier Darice Studio. in“Singapore performing at the capicol
Gheacre (SFPDA 28.1038-mclirdingpheto] and ehe following year as a Flower Girl at the
wedding of (Diss Sheila (DcDonnell o I'cGdr Jobn (Dansell ac the sailors Chapel (SG.
18.3.39): she was aged 10 in 1942 when she boarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke” and at the time of
the sinking ended up on a lictle raft with teenager Ralpb Armstrong, a White Russian
woman [ icis possible that this was (Drs Warman - mother of the small boy called '(Discha’, because

author Ralpb Armstrong notes thac” ... Ghe White Russian lady may well bave been living in the same
block as us in the Neeren Building in Singapore , but in one of the upstairs apartmencs ..." and fellow
passengers the Warmans bad a bairdressing business in the Reeren building] plus a badly burned
(Dalay seaman - their raft collided with another, severing the end one of one of June's
fingers. Gbhey were all on the raft for three days and nights during which time the (Dalay
seaman began to drink seawater, lost bis mind and leapt overboard to bis death. Gbe raft
appears to bave firstly wasbed up on and island near Banka Island and then some days
later the small group were taken to Banka Island by local natives (see pp.43 - 48 of the book
SCOGVB): She was interned in the terrible (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau camps in
Sumatra and despite many in those camps dying sbe survived whicb is a tribuce to the
‘votally devoted’ care (p.128 WBGW) sbe received from “SS. Vyner Brooke” survivor (Drs.
€naJ. Murray who ‘adopted’ ber for the duracion of internment{che wife of Kenneth 'Ken'
Scott (Durray of William Jacks Ltd building supplies department and who was also a Changi internee.
Rer daugbrer Sally bad been evacuated. €na and Ken were repatriated to the UK on the ‘Cilicia’ in
October 1945 and returned to Singapore in 1946, later moving to recirement in jersey where €na passed

away in 1995 (J(DM)]. Post war June is mencioned as arriving back in Singapore from School
onthe 'Charon’ for Xmas Nolidays (SG. 13.12 47) Goday June Brown is living in Ireland
(JAOM): informal information suggest that June bas now passed away? 29
BRIDGE Sister Ada Joyce Bridge, NFX 76284, 2/10 Rustralian General Dospizal (also 2/13
AGD in Singapore), AANS, was born in 1907 in Scone, NSW. Rer family bome was ‘Stoney

S}




Creek’, Bellcrees. She trained at St Luke's Rospital, Darlingburst, Sydney during 1930-34
after whbich shbe undertook private nursing uncil enlisting on 15.9.41. In ber Army records she
is described as ‘brown eyes, brown bair’ and there is a pleasant photo of ber in official
(AW) records. She survived the sinking of the “SS. Vyner Brooke’ buc tragically was
amongst the nurses massacred on Radji Beach (ORB p. 218). A small book (PP 36) was
written in 1989 by Joan Crouch "One Life is Ours: the story of Ada Joyce Brookes”. Gbe local
newspaper in 1954 described ber as ”... a popular and brave districc servicewoman ..."and on
27.8.54 "Ghe Scone Advocate” published an article about the dedication by the Scone e
District Country Womens instituce of its new Baby Dealth cencre and Assembly Rall, ...
wich all conveniences in Kelly Streec; parc of the land on which the Cotrage stands (facing
Kingdon Street) ...", to Joyce Bridge with a most warm description of ber ”... Go those who
knew ber in privace life there remains the memory of a lovely girl wich laugbing brown eyes,
unafraid o face the borrors of war in ber eagerness to belp nurse the wounded and
suffering..."Gbhese days the baby centre bas been absorbed into the wider medical facilicies
of the town of Scone buc the Country Womens building remains where a photo bangs of
Joyce Bridge - sadly the original medals issued to ber posthumously which bung in the
Assembly Dall were stolen some years ago, buc bave been replaced wich miniatures .
BROWIN -Mrs €A. 'Mary’ Brown. On the Vyner Brooke with daugbter Shelagh [see below]
Son Robert Alexander [POW?]? Sumatra internee - Palembang 3.42-11.44 then (Duntok.
Died in captivity 17.1.45 (Duncok, Sumacra (J(D(D):alchough the first newspaper report of
(Dr €. A. Brown is bim arriving in Singapore to join Brinkmann & Co. (S6. 6.7.36), the first
newspaper record of (Dary Brown was ber arrival in Singapore on the "Roon” in 1910
(SFP(DA 8.6.19) and she almost immediately becomes involved in the elite social circle with
an attendance at a receptionand a.Corondtion ball at Government Douse in 1911 ( SG.
5.6.11): ber daugbter was bonnindottac-Boinsall Grange road (SFP(DA 4.10.11) sbe is
reported at the Governor's Ball in 1913 and dsocicry wedding in 1915 and in 1916 there is
another birth nocice for'a daughcer;again at 'Burnsall' on 23 (Darch 1916 ( this mustbave
been Shelagh Brown); more reports of ber at @overnment Rouse dinners ; in 1929 there is
another birth notice fora daugheer'ac'@rs-Stevens Nursing Dome’, Kenny road, Kula
Lumpur ( address givenas Kalumpang); by 1929 @ary Brown bas become an icon of
Singapore society and is'sbaywn (Ipbotos) presénting prizes at the Geylang School sports
and organising the Poppyiday Appeal at Ratong park at which the Governor attended (
more pbotos): photods show beér.as.a rall scacely woman wich dark bair: by 1931 she seems
©o be involved in every eommunicy goodwork and attending society wedding and funeralin
faccit was a rare society everit-ac which sbewas not present: in 1939 the family lived at
‘Grove Court’, Goodman Road, Katong; the final newspaper reporc of ber is in 1941 ata
clothes making group in Singapore: She was the wife of (Dr. Edwin Archur Brown, OBE
1934 VD JP b.1878 €ccles, (Danchescer. De arrived in Singapore in 1901. Joined Singapore
Volunceer Rifles. Caprain 1913. Brinckmann & Co. till 1918. Adiz & €zekial Exchange Brokers.
1918- Commander Chinese Company, Singapore Volunteers 1913-23 then Acting
commandant SVC. (Dajor Recd 1933. Joined Cacbedral Choir 1901. Choirmascer 1910-42.
Dunicipal Commissioner for Singapore (Derchant and €Exchange Broker: Proprietor €A.
Brown &Co. D'Almeida St and residentc Nunes Buildings, (Dalacca St Singapore. Singapore
(Dusical Society - started the children’s concercs and Amaceur Dramacics/ Ge'S. Singapore
Film Censor. Changi and Sime Rd internee. o Bricish (Dilicary Dospical, Poona 9.45 then
repacriaced via Bombay with daugbcer Shelagh, arriving Souchampton 20.11.45 on SS
Arundel Castle. Wife Dary, 2 daugbcers: Shelagh [see below] € Barbara. Son Alec a POW in
€Europe. Gbe family lived at Grove Court, Katong; Singapore. De recired to Lyminge, Kenc
and died on 15.9.55 [77] at Gloucester (J(D).

BROWIN - (Diss Dorothy Sheilagh Brown, born in 1916 in Singapore. Educated in UK
returning to Singapore in 1939. Worked at the (Dinistry of War €conomy. Evacuaced with
mother [see above] on the Vyner Brooke [sunk]. Sumacra internee. Palembang 3.42-11.44,
(MDuncok 11.44-4.45, Loebek Linggau 4.45- 9.45. She was a keen singer. (Darried Archur Lea
and lived in Canada 1946-1952 then UR. Arcthur died 1988. Sheila died 30.11.05 [89]. Papers
donaced to IWMD.(JADM): Shelagh Brown is reported to bave returned from bome leave
with ber father and sister Barbara on the ‘Bremen’ in 1936 ( SFP(DA. 16.4.36): in 1939 sh&°
was the bridesmaid ac the wedding of ber sister Barbara: there is a reporc describing
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bow sbe saved a small boy from drowning in a lake in Singapore - poignant given ber later
experience on the "Vyner Brooke” (S6. 10.9.40): by the time Shelagh bad been moved to
Palembang camp sbe is described by fellow internee, Relen Colijn, as living in Douse INo. 9
with ber mother and a dozen other people "... packed like the proverbial sardines”. She
became friends with Delen Colijn and they would take walks around Irenelaan in the camp
and by then she is quoted by Nelen as experiencing ber "past sickness’ - ber longing for the
lovely evenings in Singapore when friends took ber out to tennis and dinner parcies; late in
their internment Relen records Shelagh'’s excitement at being bequeached a bairbrusb on
the death of a fellow internee saying "... its lovely to be able to brush my bair again. I's been
more than two years since I did ..." (SOS): Shelagh’s manuscript at the IW( is Documentc
1729.
BULL - (Drs. Annabelle Bull: she was the wife of Darold Roberc Bull (DA b.1888. who bad
been educaced ac Framlingbam € Queen’s College. Cambridge. De went to (Dalaya 1911 as
Cadec SS. By 1937 Discrice Judge [Civil] SS Singapore and Police (Dagistrace SS. Caprain
Gaiping Swimming Club. Aged 54 in 1942.Changi and Sime Rd internee. Wife interned ac
_Palembang: €ldest daugbrcer € 2 children missing? (Dember of BAM «ill 1973 (J(DM). ; i
appears that (Drs Ann or Annabelle Bull (nee Benn)( source is
freeweb.gencaology.rootsweb.ancestry websice) was born in c. 1899 and married Rarold
Bull( prior to 1923 according to the Ristory of Suffolk website) there is also a reference to
one son by the name of Daniel Bull and the freeweb.geneaology.rootsweb.ancestry [ website
staces that she bad two sons and two daugbrters: Singapore newspaper reports show (Dr
and (Drs Bull were married in 1931 (S&. 26.11.31): as the only woman on board idencified with
about four children it would seem that (Drs Bull was a the calm and composed mother
recorded by Betty Jeffrey (ORB, B 150) duiitng the bombing of the ship ... It was most
uncomforcable on the ﬂq,efr [-qt ,,eems—of’ z:é_)e“%pn ] ...ic did not leave much room for my
long legs and I always séemgd @ b.aVe,a. SmBIAébzb{s foot under my stomach. Gbe poor
licele kid was wonderﬁ.:l{y' braves: S?)e dzdr‘z c utger. Asound. Der mother bad four small
children wich ber and. s_bemlm'rly pmyed Jloud - zr'jtc ord’s Prayer. Poor soul. If anyone
needed belp she did.. “ring che sinKingCors $ Bl tnd ber daughrer Hazel managed to
clingto the overcurnelifeboac i ina gt'og:p wich/six AANS nurses ((Dictlebeuser, Clancy,
Rughes, Raymonc, Gardanlbﬁgmd Ksbcotﬂ owo VIHan men, a few other women and a (Dalay
sailor named Billy . (Ihs‘BuHM that ber.geber ewo children bad drifced away from ber -
and Dazel bad also lost chf“wtedd.y bear’ ﬂﬁuc.h(kﬁé 50 Jean Asbton swam afcer the teddy and
recurned it to the htd@gtrl (s Bull andber daughfcr lacer switcbed to a rafras did
everyone in the damaged lifcboat when it began to sink. (Pp.174-175 ORB: it was the
understanding of (Drs Bull and everyone else from the sbip that the two children bad been
lost and this was the situation uncil after the War when Lady (Dountbatten, after bearing
the story, flew to Java and wichin 24 bours flew back again wich the children them with
their mother by bringing them to the bedside of (Drs Bull who was recovering in Singapore
after the internmenc years. (Drs Bull refers in that article to ber 12 year old daugbzer (Dillie
and 10 year old son Robin. Millie told the newspaper reporter ".. Robin and I bad to jump
from the boat as the Japanese machine - gunned us. We swam uncil we were picked up by a
raft. We reachbed Java where the nacives belped us for months. Later we were interned. We
never believed (Dummy was dead. We saw ber in the wacer wich bazel on ber back. We
always prayed fro them. Lady (Douncbaccen is like a fairy godmocber to us, buc I did noc
recognise mummy ...."('Gbe Advertiser’, Adelaide, SA 1931-54)
BULL - (Diss Dazel Bull aged six years; in an article in the "Ghe Advertiser ‘Adelaide, post
war Dazel's age is given as 8 years of age at the time by ber mother. She spent the war in
internmenc with ber mothber in (Duncok, Palembang and Belalau.
BULL - this is (Dillie Bull. It was the understanding of (Drs Bull all througb the war thac
(Dillie and ber brother Robin bad been lost after the sinking, this was unil afcer the War
wben Lady (Dountbacten, after bearing the story, flew to Java and wichin 24 bours flew
back again wich the children them with their mother by bringing them to the bedside of
(Drs Bull who was recovering in Singapore after the internmenc years. (Drs Bull refers in
that article to ber 12 year old daughzer (Dillie and 10 year old son Robm but this may bave
been ber age at the end of the War. (Dillie told the newspaper reporter “.. Robin and I b3
to jump from the boat as the Japanese machine - gunned us. We swam uncil we were picked
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up by arafc. We reached Java where the nacives belped us for monchs. Later we were
interned. We never believed (Dummy was dead. We saw ber in the wacer wich Dazel on ber
back. We always prayed for them. Lady (Douncbacten is like a fairy godmotcher o us, buc I
did noc recognise mummy ...."('Gbe Advertiser’, Adelaide, SA 1931-54: Millie Bull, according
©o "Gbhe Advertiser” article post war ( see above) ber age was given as 12 years: however the
records of the massive (10,000 women and cbildren) Gjideng internment camp in Batavia
may give a more accurate record. Gbhe April 1944 records for that camp, whbich was almost
entirely Dutch women and children record "Bull. (D, internee # 4881, and one other family
member aged 8 years of age in Block 10 ((Dillie’s sequence number in the Block 10 was 236)
and from the camp records it appears that they were under some sort of care by the New
Zcalander and Secretary of the Singapore UWCA, iss Leila Bridgeman (ic states ' ... ac
(Dw. Bridgman(sic]' ) who bad been sunk on the "NMS Giang Bee'(Miss Bridgeman , who
was 52 years of age was repatriated to INZ at the end of the War and died in 1974 - there is
film footage of ber leaving Gjideng camp in 1945 in the NZ newsreel "1NZ Cameraman in
Singapore” - of course (Dillic and Robin bad already left for Singapore):in 1945 records
Dillie Bull appears once again in Block 10 as, ‘Brics’ and ‘bead of bousebold ' for 2 people in
Gjideng camp with a POW number of 4878 (interestingly (Ds Bridgeman is shown as # 4877
in those records althougb sbe is in a different parc of the camp in Block 4); it seems very
likely thatthis is ' ... Betty aged 11 years .. who Lt. (Dann saw on the rafc with a boy named
‘David aged 9 years' and a Siamese woman ( who mightbave been (Drs Pearson)

BULL -Robin Bull aged 10 years of age ac the time of the sinking according to the article in
‘Gbe Advertiser’ post war (see above) but probably only 8 years or less. Robin and bis older
sister (Dillie survived for days on a raft before landing in Java, being cared for by 'nacives’
for several months and tbcn,.lﬂtemed ug' ava ( see above for (Dillie Bull). It seems likely thar
this is the boy named Dq,v‘td-wbo -Lt—ﬂ-)aQﬂ saw,was on a rafc with a girl named ‘Berry' and
a Siamese woman? Is chis Dgtilcl Bull mq;lu?bqkd}?ovc in the entry for (Drs Bull - or is
there another son in cbc fmmly? .f-. 1 \

BULLWINKEL - Siscer.Vivian: Bulhvmke[wa&bo&e n 18 December 1915 in Kapunda, South
Auscralia and trained 5& Iﬁroken'ﬁlﬂi (where he]r "agb worked in mining). She began ber
nursing career at I?ar{nﬂ'ton Vlc‘coria bqﬁ»g moving‘to tbe]esste (DcPberson Nospical in
(elbourne. In Seprembet: &41 she enlisted wi the 2/13” Rustralian Dospital Group. As
one of the nurses on tbéxSS &'ﬂ){ner Brookﬁ Wh}h ‘was allocated an area of the ship as ber
responsibilicy and was pnéﬂf ehé Lastco‘lkay.cr accorfimgto the book 'ORB’ she was anon
swimmer and entered the wacerafoer resm’ovmg ber shoes as the sbip was beeling over
(p.1630. She joined the othersac.the uptiwned lifeboar and was with this group when ic ran
aground at Radji Beacb late on that Sacturday night and they walked to the bonfire which
bad been builc by First Officer Bill Sedgeman and the nurses with Irene Drummond. Vivian
Bullwinkel was the only nurse to survive the massacre on Radji beach on the Sunday and
ber noble story is well covered in many books, articles and official records (including ber
own , now tactered and worn, original statement wbicb is beld in the associated War
Crimes file in the national Archives, (Delbourne) It is not the intention to repat ber story
bere except to say that she crawled up the beach after the massacre and the deparcure of
the Japanese troops, bid in the jungle , met up with severely wounded private Kinsley 9 who
later died in a POW camp soon after 0 and with Kinsley gave berself up to the Japanese
some ten days lacer. Sbhe suffered with ber comrades througb three and a balf years of
borrendous, cruel, internment and went on to become one of Australia’s most
distinguished women. Vivian spent the rest of ber life in nursing, firstcly wich the Reidelberg
Repacriation bospital in (Delbourne and later as (Datron/Direccor of Nursing at the
Fairfield Infectious Diseases Rospital, (Delbourne. She also gave evidence at the war Crimes
Grialin Gokyo. In 1955 she became matron of the Army INurses Graining Unit and in 1977
she married Colonel Francis West Statham, changing ber name to Vivian Stactham. In 1992
she recurned to Banka Island to unveil a memorial to the nurses who were killed on the "SS.
Vyner Brooke', those who died in the sinking, and those who perisbed in the internments
camps of Sumazcra. She received many greac bonours and wards during ber post war life -
including the Florence Nightingale medal, the MBE, and the AWM. Vivian Statham died a;ed
84 years in Perch, WA, in July 2000. Distory shows ber to be truly a greac woman of
Australia.
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> CALDAN - Sister €llenor Nell' Calnan, 2/10°" Auscralian General Dospital came from
Culcairn, near Albury , southern New Souch Wales ( p. 166 ORB) ;sbe was the daughzer of
William Norman Calnan and (Dary O'Brien and was born in 1912 in Culcairn: she bad one
sibling, Noel William Calnan ( ancestry.com) wbho was older and died in 1973: she enlisted (
QEX 19072)in 1941 aged 28 years of age and appears as a dark baired pleasant faced woman:
she died either during the bombing of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” or soon after jumping into
the sea as the ship was sinking: after the War Betty Jeffrey and Vivian Bullwinkel, whilst
travelling through south eastern Australia drumming up support and money for a new
nursing cencer to be built in Delbourne in memory of the nurses from the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” who bad lost their lives they apparently took time out of their schedule o visit
€llenor’s mother - by then a widow who lived in Wilson Streec, Albury ( p. 306 ORB): she is
remembered on the Wagga Wagga .NSW Roll of Donour (
jonesfamilybistory.wordpress.com)

> CARR - a bandwritten list which appears to bave been compiled in Palembang internment
camp shows " ... Diss Carr, ¢/o Grengove & Co., KL ..seen on board " as being on the "SS.
Vyner Brooke”; but no one of that name was ever interned in Palembang internment camp;
it is possible that this was a (Diss (Darion Carr ( born 1890) who travelled on the P & O
‘Corfu’ vo €ngland in 1932 (SG. 14.4.32 recording ber departure from Singapore and
ancestry.com recording ber arrival on 13.5.32) buc this is not proven; the first record of a
Diss Carr in (Dalaya is in 1923 when she left for Europe on the P & O ‘(Dorea’ ( S6. 14.3.23);
and then a mention of ber at ‘Bukit Fraser’ in 1924 and also in that year being a bridesmaid
©o a (Dargery Cooper marrying (Dr Jobn Walwyn Braley (SEP(DA. 23.9.24); in 1925 thereis a
pboto of MDiss Carr when she was in a Gilbert & Sullivan musical in Kula Lumpur in aid of
St. Dary's Chburch Fund when'sbe looks co be in ber late 20s or early 30s ("(Dalayan
Standard Post”, 7.3.25): in1930-a. Miss F-D- Cart left Singapore for Europe on the East
Asiatic (Dovorship ‘(Deonia’ (56.:25.1.30): it is relevanc thar in 1935 W.D. Grengrove was the
propriecor of a music and radio store at 19 Batu Road, Kuala Lumpur which fics wich (Diss
Carr’s interest in musicals: just prior to the Japanese invasion there is a record of a (Diss
Carr belping with refresbmencs at the Rarbour Board Club with the womens section of
thac Club(SFP(DA. 26.6.41): some of this information re ships voyages may relace to
another (Diss Carr in (Dalaya , but ic seems thac the person who lost ber life on the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” was the Diss Carr who worked for W. D. Grengrove's musical and radio
storein KL.

> CGASSON - Sister (laver Lt Florence ‘Flo"Rebecca Casson, SEX 13418, was born in
Warracknabeal, Victoria on 6 (Darch 1903. She trained as a nurse and the first record of ber
nursing career is at the Royal Adelaide Rospital in 1935 in a group photo of "(Datron Draw
with NigbtNurses”; soon after that she must bave moved up in ber career to become
(Dacron at a number of small councry bospitals including at Jamestown, Portc Pirie and the
Pinaroo ( the Pinaroo Soldiers (Demorial Rospital) a small South Australian country town:
on 7.2.41 she enlisted at Keswick, souch Australia wich the AAINS and was transferred to
(Dalaya wich the 2/13th Australian General Nospital: after service in (Dalaya and Singapore
sheboarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke” and at the time of the bombing attack on the ship she
was located in the saloon with other nurses where she was bic with a bomb blast - along
with Roserta Wright and Clare Ralligan (ORB, p.153) - and the blast caused severe damage
©o ber legs , one of which was possibly fractured and sbe bad o be assisted up to the main
deck: somebow ber friends managed to get ber into the second lifeboat that was launched
with severely wounded nurses on board: this lifeboat drifted asbore at Radji Beacb later
that night and Vivian Bullwinkel and officer Jimmy (Diller walked along the beach to where
alarge bonfire bad already been lic by survivors to get assistance with carrying the
wounded nurses to the main camp: Flo and Rosetta Wright were the most seriously
wounded as described in ORB ., p. 200 “... they were both strong and brave women. Again
shell splinters bad caused the damage, wich boch women suffering deep wounds to the
bucrocks and upper thighs. Gbey were unable to walk. and bad o be fed and belped wich
their coilet functions. Gbe wounds appear to bave caused nerve damage, perbaps fraccures,
and they needed more specialised treacmenc than any that could be provided on the beach
... Diller eventually puc togecher a rescue parcy and set off. be journey to the second 33
lifeboatr and back wich ics survivors took over two bours, and the wounded nurses were in



agony on the recurn journey, baving to be balf-dragged, balfO-carried for most of the
discance. Gbeir pain was obvious and ic. in turn, increased che distress of the ocher
survivors...”: so when dawn broke on Sunday 15 February 1942, Flo was probably lyingon a
makesbift streccher in the sbade of the jungle on Radji beach with other wounded being
cared for by (Datron Drummond’s team and a Chinese doctor who bad also survived the
sinking ( possibly a Dr Chan?) plus a group of survivors numbering about 70: it seems that
Flo and few other more seriously wounded were later that day transferred to a fisherman's
uninbabited but further down the beach towards the beadland: Flo spent another nigbht
on the beach being cared for by ber companions with whac liccle they bad in the way of
medical supplies and when dawn arose on (Donday 16" February the survivors were joined
by another lifeboat and rafts with many wounded soldiers from another ship sunk in the
Banka Straits during the night: the sheer volume of wounded seems to bave tipped those in
auchority to sending the women and children, and a few walking wounded men on a trek
vowards the nearest town and the nurses were also invited to join that group but declined:
so Flo was amongst the group of nurses destined to be murdered by the Japanese: once the
Japanese bad execured firstly the Officers and then the second group of Other ranks and
civilian men they turned their atrention to the nurses : forming the nurses inco a line
facing the sea , with Flo and ber wounded friends being supported at the right band end of
theline by Macron Irene Drummond ( ORB, p. 216) by other sisters the Japanese carried
out one of their most abborrent atrocities war crimes against Allied women on record: the
book ORB records " ... Flo and Rosetta and Clare and the sisters supporting them fell under
the gqun, grouped together in death as in life ..."( p.217): so life was taken from Flo at the age
of 39 years of age after several decades unselfisbly of caring for others in need: sbheis
memorialised by a plaque ac Pinareo Soldiers (Demorial Rospital where the Nealch
Promotion Room is also named afcer ber: and there is a plaque also ac Royal Adelaide
Dospital: finally at (Doenta ¢emetery in south Australia, at the grave of ber parents , Flo is
remembered within ber family by a plaque inscribed with the names of she and ber brocher.
CASGLE - Diss €. Castle is liszed in the (Drs7€. Cross list of British Women Internees in
Palembang camp as having been a passenger-on the|'SS. Vyner Brooke”; CASGLE (Ds €dich
€Evangeline ‘€na’ from Doncascer. Colomal ServiceT Jursing Sister: Seremban 1935. (Datron,
Gelok Anson Nospiral, Perak. Sumacra internee. Digd in captivity 19.11.44 [50]
Sumacra(JAOOM): Miss €dith €vangeline ‘Eaa€astle was born in 1895 (UK census 1911) in the
Doncaster area and'in 191f:was livVing ac Wheadey, Uorkshire ( West Riding) which is a
suburb of Doncaster, but.apartfrombeing a Colonial nursing Sister and specifically
(Dazron of the Gelok Anson (the town'is ‘new known as ‘Geluk Intan’ after a name change
in the 1980s and the old bospital bas been relaced by a new one less prone to flooding)
Rospital, Perak, lictle is known of ber life aparc from the facc that she took ‘'home leave’ in
1931 leaving on the P. & O. '(Dancua’ for Europe ( SEPMA 10.4.31) and was from Doncaster:
in ber late 40s when she boarded the ship in February 1942, sbe survived the sinking of the
Vyner Brooke' but died aged 50 years in (Duntok Camp on 19.11.44 (' lostgravesofiDuntok’)
sthe official record is Miss €dith Evangeline Castle, died on 19.11.44 at Muncok, Banka
Island, aged 50 years , daughzer of the late (Dr. & (Drs. B. Castle of Doncaster, Yorksbire
(CW6Q).
ChAMBERS - Jobn Lawrence Chambers, BA b.1898, Omagh, Co. Gyrone. Appears in the 1901
Irish census aged 2 years wich father James Chambers and mother Sara €lisabeth
chambers and four siblings plus three servants. Educared Omagh Academy and Grinicy
College, Dublin. WW1 Service in France, €gypt and Palestine 1917-1921. Go (Dalaya 1927 as
Assistant €ngineer PWD FS. Pre FADSVEF [1937]. By 1940 State €ngineer Grengganu. Aged
42 in 1942. Evacuated on Marella out of Singapore 10.2.42 [this appears to be incorrect].
Vyner Brooke survivor? Palembang, Sumatra internee. Repatriated vo India then on the
Ranchi from (Dadras, arriving Southampron 24.11.45. Go Glasgow. Returned to post war
(Dalaya (JADD): in 1932 be is recoded on the passenger list of the Blue Funnel Line ship
Acbilles’ as a Civil Engineer, F(DS, from "Fintona” [chereis a village by this name ], Co. Gyrone.
Acthetime of the War , Jobn and bis wife Norab bad escaped from norchern (Dalaya
together abead of the Japanese ( see next entry on Norab Chambers for this impressive
story): there is a reference to bim in WBGW (p.52) " ...Norab Chambers who bad got hé&?
sick busband away and was also accompanied by ber sister €na ... " ; also Shelagh Brown



mentions bim in ber diary when they shared their meal on 13 February with €na (Durray
and Shelagb Brown (SD P. 136): it is not known bow Jobn and Norab reached Banka Island
butthey both ended up as internees in (Duntok, Palembang and Loebok Linggau camps.;
both survived the War and were repacriated to the UK before once again recurning to
(Dalaya on the "Raub” for Jobn to take up the position of Senior Executive Engineer with
the PWD (SG. 2.9.46): in 1947 be was transferred to the role of Senior €xecutive Engineer,
(Dalacca (SG. 16.4.47): and in 1949 be is recorded as Chairman of the (Dalacca Central
District Boy Scout Association (SG. 4.11.49): in 1951 be is recorded on the passenger list of
the ‘Chusan’ from London to Singapore and then a few years later (1956) on the ‘Aureol’ to
Lagos, Iligeria. In lazer life Jobn and Norab sectled in St Neliers on the island of Jersey, as
did ber sister €na and ber busband Kenneth (Durray: Norab died in 1987.
ChAMBERS - (Drs Norab Cbambers, wife of Jobn Lawrence Chambers - see above - (be was
the State €ngineer with the PWD at Grengganu and a Privace in the FOSVF) bad been
evacuated on the ‘(Darella’ on 10.2.42 but was captured and interned in Palembang), she
was aged 37 in 1942. Palembang, Sumacra internee. Norab’s 5 year old daughzer Sally was
evacuated to the UK with Norab’s middle sister, Barbara Sawyer, plus Barbara’s sons Jim &
Gony, on the 'SS Orion’ on 31 January 1942 and Barbara’s busband barry Sawyer evacuated
on the 'SS Kuala’ and finally made it to Ceylon on NAS Nobarc’ (email Diane Whitebead
22.3.17). Nora’s fatber (Dr James Laidlaw Rope died in Changi Prison internmenc camp on
the first day of internment - be was 65 years of age and bis wife (Dargaret bad also been
interned in Changi. Norab recurned to post-war (Dalaya. Died 1987 (JADD): sbe is listed in
(Drs Cross’ list of Britisb women internees in Palembang 1942 as ” ... (Drs (D.C.IN. Chambers
-busband in Palembang ...": Norab bad arrived in (Dalaya in 1927 with ber mother and two
sisters (one being €na (Durray), o1 join y ghétrfacher James Rope an engineering consultant
in Perak ... she bad been @S’tuq{epratdﬁeﬁoy_‘aﬂmcademy of Music in London (WBGW p.
20): Jobn Lawrence C| baﬁbc},’s’ and G)ay rét. ("dn}gmce TNora Nope bad married in Ipob in
1930, she was the daughter/of ]amcs and argarc:chope of Ipob and ber sister was €na
(Murray (SPFMA. 1.3. 30). thereft is aprz war ph?‘co %f orab Chambers in WBGW (p. 50-51):
as the Japanese bad ;Jd\'%aiwcd tbrougl‘r t‘iDt‘tbeﬂll fhalaya , Norab and ber busband jobn
sent their five year old &:;ﬂtcr Sallyco $qfcty friXgala Lumpur, but soon found
themselves trapped in'[ Grenkgannd and ad' ©o embark on a quite extraordinary wrek
over five days and six: n@bz;s ~il')x’;_ougb thebillsand juhg[es of Dalaya uncil they reached a
railway line where aéqoplsfnqgly.a Trai: t& W Lun}pur just bappened to be passing(
WBGW p. 25); the three’ sisterst mclixdmg'ena and another sister Barbara) managed to
assemble in Singapore and with the city undeér bombing daily she took the decision to send
sally with ber aunt Barbara and family to Australia in January 1942 (WBGW p.39): Norab
boarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke” with ber busband Jobn and this is made clear when sbe is
mencioned in the diary of fellow passenger Shelagh Brown "... Given balf a tin of Asp. Saus €
Port. at nigbt. Best meal so far! Sbared ic with Ina (Durray, ber sister (Drs Chambers and
busband, and (Drs Parfaic (sic) © on the second day of the voyage as the sbip stopped
amongst the Rio Islands ( SD p.136); it is noc known bow Nora/Nora and Jobn managed o
reach Banka Island after the sinking; there is a commencin ‘'ORB’ (136) thac “... Norab
Chambers was a singer, musician and a teacher and was prepared to give of berself to belp
make ocher’s lives just a lictle bic easier ...": additional information from the database of
Internees in Sumatra is thac whilst in Palembang she and (Diss Dryburgh prepared music
from memory for a four parc orchestra and "...as there were no instcruments we bummed
the accompaniment and it sounded lovely...", then in Duntok camp lacer in October 1944
she was one of the fine women who , with ber sister €na (Durray and also Audrey Owens ,
who volunteered to carry ouc the '..filchy and nauseacing task...” of emptying overflowing
lacrines.( Phyllis Briggs diary); Nora’s father (Dr Rope died in Changi. . Repacriated to India
then on the 'Ranchi’ from (Dadras, arriving Southampron 24.11.45 wich busband Jobn. Go
Glasgow. Returned to post-war (Dalaya. Died 1987 (SUWM): Jobn and Norab returned to
(Dalaya after the War when be arrived on the "Raub” to take up the position of Senior
Executive €ngineer with the PWD (S6. 2.9.46): in 1947 be was transferred to the role of
Senior Executive Engineer, Dalacca (SG. 16.4.47); and in 1949 be is recorded as Chairman of
the (Dalacca Central District Boy Scout Association (SG. 4.11.49).; In lazer life Jobn and s
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Norab sectled in St Neliers on the island of Jersey, as did ber sister €na and ber busband
Kenneth Murray: Norab died in 1987.
CDAT? - (Dr Chan: was there a Dr. Chan or was the Chinese doctor referred to by the

CRhAIN - the above record of a page probably prepared in Palembang by internees listing the
names of those who died shows a "Mrs. Chan Joo Kim, Singapore” and ber "son Denys Chan”
who died: (Drs Chan and sons Daris (?) & Jobn, Vyner Brooke sinking survivors. Palembang
internees. Daris died at (Duncok 2.42. Released(SUD): also it appears that a (Daster Peter
Chan survived: in SCOGVB (p.59) Ralpb Armstrong describes (Drs Chan and ber son
Jobnny, who lived in the same bouse # 11 as the Armstrong’s (and many others) in Irenelaan,
Palembang as ”...(Drs Chan was an €nglishwoman who bad married a Chinese ...": thereis a
racther more dark record in WBGW (p.94) of the attempt by the Japanese to canvass
€uropean women in Irenelaan camp in Palembang to ‘entertain’ the Japanese officers in
their leisure bours at an officers club”... A (Drs. Chan, in facc an €nglishwoman married co a
Singapore Chinese conducted this operacion. She was a tall stacuesque brunecce wicth a
loud voice who could bardly bave been less suitable for such a delicate mission. As she
moved about the bouses she bad something like the effect of a wolfin a dovecoce ... It
turned out to be one dollar per actendance, in Japanese milicary currency, thircy cencs to
go to (Drs Chan as commission ...", it seems the canvassing by (Drs Chan produced poor
resulcs; the "List of Britisb women and Children in Palembang” compiled by internees
shows "... Chan (Drs. A. (lefc 24/8/42. Rerd. Camp 12/10/42) and “... Chan Jobn € baby (left
24/8/42, retd. Singapore with facher 12/10/42) - the 24 august 1942 was when a group of
Chinese and €urasian women left Palembang camp to go to Singapore with some going
into Changi internment camp However it tooks like (Drs Chan, in the final evenc, stayed in
Palembang; .

CRAN- MDaster Jobn Chan appearstobave survived: and Ralpb Armstrong in bis list of
internees allocated to indiyidual bouses in Irenglaan, Palembang shows (Drs Chan and
Jobnny Cban in Rouse 1ol 11 with the Armstrong-and Boswell families ( but no (Daster
Peter Chan) but againthere is some conflictin offigial records because a telegram from
NOK Fremanctle’ vo ‘Britlist’ in 1945 (NAA files) statgs that apart from (Drs Chan there was
a (Daster Chan and a Jobn €ban whosurvived{(bugalso that Denis Chan was drowned from
the ship). CRAN - Maseer Pever: Chan also.appearsto-have been a survivor (source from

in lisc??)

CRANN - MDaster Daris (?) Chan appears to bave died in (Duntok in February 1942; there is
also the record of ... Denis Chan.' drowned from the sbip’ in the official War Crimes file in
the Nacional Archives of Australia( a telegram from TOK Fremantle to Brillist’' in 1945); it
is not clear whetber (Drs Chan, who was a European married to a Chinese, bad three or two
sons on board wich ber and whether ber sons included a Daris’ and/or a ‘Denis’ or whecher
this is simply a spelling error on one boys name: finally itis possible that one of (Drs
Chan's children was the .. young Chinese boy ... “(p.184 ORB) grabbed by Auscralian Sister
Iole Narper as be floated past the rafc and she was able to lifc the child onto an empry life
rafc and pull it across to Olive Pascbe’s raft, where she passed the cbild into the waiting
arms of Caroline Ennis ..." on that group of rafts were (Dacron Olive Paschke, Betty Jeffrey.
Iole Rarper , and Caroline Ennis - the latter soon took responsibilicy for bolding “... asmall
Chinese Boy who looked about four ... and a lictle €nglish girl who was about a year younger
..”(p171, ORB) - together with Sisters (Derle Grenerry, Gladys (DcDonald, Jess Dorsch and
(Dary Clarke. Gbe tragic outcome was that, apart from Betty Jeffrey and Tole Darper who
swam to safecy, the rafts and its occupants were never seen again.

CLANCY - L. Veronica Ann Clancy, #11X 76282, was born in 1910. A Sister in the 2/13%
Australian General Rospital, by the time she faced the borrors of the actack on the “SS.
Vyner Brooke” she was clearly an assertive woman in ber early thirties with a cool bead and
presence. Rer personal papers and memoir are beld in the Australian War (Demorial
museum in Canberra and are to quote ORB (p.242-3) " ..what may be the best memoirs of a
prisoner of war and Auscralian nurse ever writcen ... Once sbe bad boarded the “SS. Vyner
Brooke’ with the other nurses she was one of those who volunteered, in the possibility of
the ship being atctacked and sunk, to stay on board and swim to shore. In the event, when
the sbip was attacked, she took cover with others in the main bachroom bebind the sbip’s
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saloon ( ORB, p.148) and then during the chaos of the bombs and sinking ship she led the
nurses to move amongst those passengers who bad been too terribly wounded to be moved
to lifeboats, administering beavy doses of morpbhine knowing they bad no bope of survival
when the ship sank( ORB, p. 157).Upon jumping into the sea sbe joined those already
clinging to the overturned lifeboat - later joining a small liferaft when the lifeboat sank - ic
was at this time ber sense of right and wrong prompted ber to climb on board thac liferaft
and give the self - centred Dr Goldberg a few good punches when Goldberg refused to take
ber turn in the sea so that others could climb onto the rafc. She and the other occupants of
the rafc spent the first night after the sinking swimming and actempting to push the
liferafc rowards land against unpredictable sea currents. Gbe next day sbe , along with the
others , were picked up by two RAAF men in an old [aunch and Veronica was given a coat by
one of the RAAF since she bad lost most of ber clothing whilst swimming and bad used ber
uniform as a sail o try and gec the rafc to shore ( QR. p.107) . Ghis group were delivered to
(Muncok wharf by the launch (wbich immediactely left ac the sigbt of Japanese troops) and
veronica was locked with the other survivors in (Duntok cinema. She survived the awful
internment camps in (Duncok, Palembang and Belalau but whilst in Palembang was
diagnosed with myocarditis (ORB, p.254). Go quote ORB ( p.242-30 " ... Veronica Clancy was
regarded as one of the greac givers ... plus she bad a wicked sense of bumour and an
eqalitarian acticude ..." She left the AAINS after the War in late 1946 and married, later
passing away in 1977 (AW(D) .

CLARKE - Sister (Dary Dorothea Clarke, NEX 70938, 2/10% Australian General Rospical was
born on 20 July 1911 in the small country town of Rylstone, NSW (current population 615) in
the NSW tablelands as the eldest of six children of Denry and Flora Clarke. Sbe trained at
Coats Dospital, lictle bay, NSW 9 nowPrinceNenry Nospital) and by 1937 was in the
midwifery branch of the mewropolitan Hospiral, Sydney where sbe passed ber nurses
registration exams. She enlisced on 7 January (941 wich the 10™ Australian General
Dospital, AANS and embarked on the '‘Queen (Mary' for Singapore before later being
reassigned to (Dalaya. ORB p.148 records that when the bombing of the ship starced she
ook cover in the main'bathroom bebind the sbip’s saloon with other nurses and
passengers and after the ship sank she was seen holding onto the rafc on which (Datron
Paschke was sitting - shewas last seen (by Berty Jeffrey and Iole Rarper who bad also been
on the raft - p.105 Q) sicting on the raft wich Olive Paschke and Caroline €Ennis (wbo bad
the two small children on her lap) and Gladys cDonald, with Jess Dorsch, and (Derle
Grenery bolding onto ropes around the raft. Ghe raft was last seen by the other nurses
being swept down the Banka Straits towards Java and "... swallowed up in the darkness of
the night and not seen again ...” (p.105 QR). Dore recent informacion (Dr Neil McGregor
email November 2016) advises that a merchant ship found the remains of Sister (DcDonald
and two other nurses ' in the Indian ocean” ' several weeks later - meaning thac the rafc had
wravelled in that time south and out to the Indian ocean via the Sunda Straics. Perbaps
the best epitapb on record for (Dary Clarke was contained in a n article in the local Rylstone
newspaper around the time of the War wherein ic extended sympatchies to (Dary Clarke's
parencs and remembering ber as "... a fine specimen of Auscralian womanbood, a girl who
bad everything in life co live for and one who goc all thac life bad to give ...".
CUGNBERGSON - Sister Dary Elizabeth Cuchbertson, VEX 38746, was born in 1910, the
daugbzer of Mr W. (D. Cuchbertson of Ballarac. She was known to ber loved ones as ‘Beth’
("Gbe Courier” Ballarat 22.1.04) and was nursing in Ballarac when she enlisted with the
2/10" Australian General Nospital. Rer Army records pboto in the AW(D and a photo taken
soon after embarkation for (Dalaya in 1941 show a tall, actractive, dark baired woman wbo,
atthe time of embarking on the “SS. Vyner Brooke” and ber death in the massacre on Radji
Beach was aged 31 years. Beth was given an area of responsibilicy on the sbip on its last
voyage (ORB p.157) and as recorded by Betty Jeffrey ".. Bech Cuthbertson searched the ship
when ic was a very odd angle to make sure all the wounded people bad been taken off and
thatc nobody remained while ocher nurses were busy getting people inco the sea. Ac this
stage there were quite a few people in the wacer ... and the sbip was listing beavily to
starboard...” (p. 138 SD): she presumably landed on Radji Beach in a lifeboac wich (Datron
Pascbke with the other nurses. She was killed in the massacre with 21 other Australian 37
Army DNurses. After the war, when Betty Jeffrey and Vivian Bullwinkel were travelling:



Australia to raise money for the Nursing centre they planned to build in (Delbourne they
gave a speech on the subject in Ballarat. An older man approached them after the speech,
gave a donacion, thanked them for what they bad said and explained be was Betb's facher
(ORB'). In 2004 Betb's sister was still living in Ballarat and told the local paper (" Gbe
Courier”, 22.1.04) bow the family firstlearned of Beth's deach in listening to a radio
interview with Vivian Bullwinkel who read out a list of names of those who died !

DANIEL - Mrs S. A Daniel was on the sbip according to the cipber attached o the list of
Britisb internees in Palembang 1942 prepared by (Drs €. Cross: another source is "DANIEL
(Drs Sarab €milia 'Day’, Geleprincer Operacor, (Dalaya Command Signals. Wife of
Frederick. Sumacra internee.: she is also listed by Dr Goldberg - Curth as one of those
women from the ship who died in 'Luebok- Lingoe’ - simply listed as (Drs Daniel: She died
in captivity 5.8.45[44] Sumacra (JADM): (Drs Sarab Emelia/ Amelia ‘(Day’ Daniel is only
mentioned once in (Dalayan newspapers before the war - when she was on the commictee
for the Selangor Poppy Day fund raising fair ( SG. 26.10.39) and presumably made ic to
Radji beach by lifeboat or to (Duntok via the RAF launch ; she was aged 44 years when she
died two weeks before the war ended and was the daugbter of Darry and Flora A. Bamford (
Vicroria Institution website): it was reported after the war ( S6. 14.9.47) thatshbe and ber
busband Frederick bad one son (a 2™ Lt in the Royal Arxillery in 1947, who bad been in the
UK since 1933) and two daugbrers who were still ac school in the UK in 1947: [ insofar as ber
busband be was Frederick Daniel BSc. b.1899. €ducated Lady Danners School, Bakewell and
(Manchester University. Colonial Education Service: General Science Geacber, British Guiana 1922 then
o (Dalaya in 1930. Science (Daster, Vicroria Insticute KL from 1930. In Australia on 7.12.41. Recurned to
Singapore 23.12.41 and reported to (DAS NQ, Singapore. Aged 43 in 1942. Changi and Sime Rd internce.
Wife died in Sumatra. Ne wrote and.conducred Science classes in Changi. Repatriated to the UK n
Antenor, arriving Liverpool 27.10.45 Science Inspector post-war then Principal, Victoria Institute 1946.
Retired 1949 Lived and gardened. in Aberystwyth. Died'29.7.71 ac Ivybridge. (JADM)]:

DARLING - this is a post war martied name for Pac Gunther. See GUNGNER,

DAVIS - Sister Winni¢ (Day 'Win' Davis, NEX 70498, 2/10™ Australian Rospital Group. Win
Davis was born on 7.7.15; the oldest daughterof James and Lorna Davis, Goldstream Street,
Ulmarra, which is in the¢ Clarenceriver District of JISW. Sbhe first enlisted in the emergency
Unit at Vicroria Barraeks \Sydney on 10:2:40. Upen arriving in Singapore she was atcached
to the 10° AGH (MuncgkPegce Museum websice) From photos at the AW she was an
atcractive, petite woman., Ornithe.'SS. VynerBrooke' she was allocated responsibility for
the forward part of theship{p48: ORB) with-Patc Gunther and Kath Neuss and they set
themselves up in an officér’s cabifronthe@poreside. As the sbip sank it was so low in the
water she licerally stepped of thesbip’s-decKinto the water with pat Gunther( p.163, ORB)
and once in the water she clung to a deck chair floating by(ORB, p.170) before she and Pat
Gunther reacbed a rafc on which were the sbips Eurasian radio operacor and two British
sailors( one of whom was badly burned and lazer slipped into the water and drowned) plus
another nurse and three civilian women (being (Drs Brown and ber daugbter Shelagh and a
woman who became unconscious and drowned). Gbey were later picked up by a Japanese
sbip, taken to Duntok and imprisoned. Win endured three years of barsb internmenctin
the (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau camps during wbich sbe played ber parcin
maintaining spirits. Gragically, less than a month before the war ended sbe succumbed to
the ravages of beri beri and then dysentery in the camp bospital at Belalau/ Loebok
Linggau and died on 19.7.45. Sbe was buried in wretcbed circumstances covered only with an
old rice sack to cover ber in death at the cemetery ac the vop of the bill ac that awful camp.
(p-222, QN). Per remains were moved after the war to the Jakarta cemetery where sbe now
lays in rest. She is memorialised (as a graduate of the bospiral0 on the stained glass panels
of the 'Window of memory’ at War (Demorial Dospical, Waverly, NSW. Probably the best
epitaph to Win Davis is contained in the book “While bistory Passes” by Sister J.€. Simons, "
...one of our youngest Sisters, was a marvellous girl who gave berself to ber friends .."

DAY - Dr George Day. &be inclusion amongst the passengers of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke'( in
a book on the sinking by survivor Ralph Armstrong) of (Dr George Day ” ... who bad been
our swimming inscructors at St Andrews in Singapore being one of the ship’s officers .
guiding us down [ vo the lifeboats]...” (p.36, SCOGVB) appears to be a case of miscaken
identicy because anocher record shows .. DAY 6.L. [George] Physical Director, J(DCA
Orchard Road. Cader (DVAF Killed in flying accidenc 7.11.41[25](J(DM): in 1939 George day



bad been Pbysical director of the JDCA and in 1940 was the judge ac St. Andrews School
incer bouse swimming championsbips: this death is evidenced in a Scraits Gimes "reporc
(in the 9.11.41 edition " Donours ac funeral of RAF Officer & Cadet”) on the funeral of " ... (Dr
George Day, popular (Dalayan sportsman... who joined the (DVAF on Oct 25 this year as a
cadet under training in the Gove. Graining Flying School scheme in Singapore and bis
inscruccor, Flighc lieut. Wills died on Friday morning ... they were buried ac Bididari
Cemetery on 8.11.41".

DELFORCE - Sister Cecelia (Day Delforce, QEX 19071, 2/10th Australian Rospital Group.
Cecilia was born on 7.9.12, the youngest of the six children of Samuel Delforce and Lydia
€lizabeth Ogden of Augathella, western Queensland. She first nursed in Augachella before
nursing four years at Stanthorpe General Dospital, and then in Brisbane where she signed
up for the AANS in may 1940. In January 1941 she was attached to the 2/10th AGH and
arrived in Singapore in February 1941 (Relen Stillman, issuu.com): ber pboto in the AW
archbives shows a demure, atcractive lady but she was a girl from the country and on page
172 of the book ‘ORB’ there is an amusing insight into the personality of this young women
from a large family in outback Queensland since the other nurses on the ship “... believed
she was one of the best swearers they bad ever beard, wich a gift of combining tradicional
vernacular wich modern idiom ...": after the ship sank Cecilia found berself floating in the
sea on debris and covered in oil from the ship’s bunkers. She drifted with the currents pasc
islands, bodies and life rafts. (Dore than 18 bours later she found berself washed asbhore at
the northern parc of Banka Island. After recovering from ber ordeal she walked up the
beach where sbe found a pach thaclead into the jungle ( I?elen Stillman, issuu.com): we
should then look to page 189 of ‘'ORB' o pwk up ber story ”... as she followed a track thac
led chrough it leading o d)c,.rmr ofsengcsand dunes, sbe beard arifle shot. In fronc of ber.
a Japanese soldier bad just. sbpg_& pnsonq* ppéhlbly a local volunceer wich the INetherlands
€asc Indies Forces. che’;al q;;hers wizi) t{)?ﬁ[gﬁn&f cied bebind their backs, stcood nearby.
Gbe soldier seemed swpnstd to'see (,qaltay lndlcd.tlmgd small but nearby. When sbhe opened
the door. Cecilia saw theré wer€several womten inside. including some nurses wearing
uniforms that she did ot rccogmse Gberewas lng rcher shooting and wichin an bour
anocher group of Llpkr;ese soldiegs amngq{and midrehed the women the relacively sborc
distance to (Duncok ..\ 750 cctha.jomcd bet fellow hiurses in over three years of the
barsbest internment. aﬁ“d dephrlzaaon tF)ro gb thieleamps of Muntok, Palembang and
Belalau. Where sut‘vwa]. béb.’{mc tbeu' fodis an,gl éccxh:?. cut firewood to earn ber livelibood “.
no doubt a skill she lé@'ned achosie, ln.Q“uecnsland ”(Nelen Scillman, issu.com); Cecilia was
the first to leave the AAINS onrbéing rcp_apfuxted to Australia afcer the war and was
discharged wich the rank of Lieutenant on 9.1.46 but soon after was awarded mencioned In
despatches for ber leadership as a POW: in 1946 she married Allen (DcPbee in Wollongong,
NSW., and they went onto bave two sons. In later years they moved to the Gold Coast
where she passed away, aged 98 years, in (Darch 2011. She was the last of the 24 nurses who
survived the war to pass away and ic is an insight into ber strong feelings of comradesbip
that sbe requested no flowers at ber funeral - since she was not able to bury ber friends in
Sumatra wich flowers sbe did not believe she should bave flowers eicber.( Pelen Stillman,
issu.com)

DOMINGUEZ - Jobn Gallagher Dominguez, born 1879 Wandilong near Brighz, Vicroria.
Lefc Singapore on the Vyner Brooke [sunk]. (Dining €ngineer, Anglo-Oriental (Dining Lrd.
Palembang, Sumatra internee. Died in captivity 11.9.44 (Duntok (SUM); Jobn Dominguez
was born in the small gold rusb town of Wandiligong ( near Bright in Victoria) on 6.3.1879 ,
as the youngest son of Antonio Salvador Dominguez ( a Spaniard) and bis wife (Dary Ann (
nee Gallagher and an Irishbwoman). Ne was later employed as a winchman and then a
farmer in other small towns in norch-eastern Vicroria, Australia, named Lower Buckland,
Parpunkab and then back to Wandiligong. De married Agnes Gertrude Dunpby on
7.12.1907; in 1921 be is mentioned as being in Indi, Victoria: they must bave moved to
(Dalaya during the 1920-30s and the first mencion of them in (Dalayan newspapers is in
1936 when they left for a few months leave in Australia on the Tieuw Zealand' (SFP(DA
18.6.36) and returned on the same sbip later in the year ( SFP(DA 3.10.36); itis possible they
bad acleast one son who moved from Australia wich them because there was a Sgt Jobit
Antbony Dominguez, born in Australia in 1911L,employed by Anglo Oriental (Dining and 1%
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Btn Perak, FADSVF, and married to (Dabel, who became a POW - be may bave been the
person named ‘Jack’ in the 1945 death notice - below - in Australia for (Dr & (Drs.
Dominguez): According to rootsweb.ancestry.com “... It is alleged that Jobn was managing a
rubber plantacion in (Dalaya when the Japanese invaded...": in 1942 Jobn Dominguez bad
reached the age of 62 years: (Dr Dominguez is listed in the report by Dr. Goldbergas a
"Vyner Brooke” passenger who died in (Duncok: the official post war record by the Colonial
Office was ' J. 6. Dominguez , Anglo Oriental Gin Icd., died 11.9.44 in south Sumazcra of Colitis
and Beriberi (CORD, Reg (D1, Folio 114, Serial o 680): there was a deach notice in "Gbe
Argus” on 20.10.45 for boch (Dr & (Drs Dominguez which states ” ... at internmenc camp,
(Muntok, Banka Island ... loved father of Jim and Jack , grandfacher of Brian, Ian and Judich
.. s neither be nor 'Gertie’ are listed on the CWGC website.

DOMINGUEZ -Drs Agnes Gertrude 'Gerte’ Dominguez, nee Dunpby, born 1881 Ghe
Buckland near Brigbt, Vicroria. Wife of ].6. [married 1907]. Left Singapore on the Vyner
Brooke [sunk]. Palembang Sumatra incernee. Agnes Gertrude ‘Gertie’ Dunpby bad also
been born near Brigbt, Vicroria at "Gbe Buckland” and married Jobn Dominguez on
7.12.1907.See the story of Jobn Dominguez (above) for what is known of their life in Australia
and (Dalaya: sbe died aged 63 years of age in (Duntok camp and ber deach was recorded in
the same death notice as ber busband. Died in captivity 9.11.44 (Duntok.(SUMD):

DORSCI - Sister hilda /Neulda /Nulda Millicenc "Willie’ Maria/Darie Dorsch, SEX 10597,
2/4”" Casualty Clearing Station, Australian Bospital group. [NB: there is a buge amount of
discrepancy in the names show for Sister Dorscb in even the AW records (Roll of bonour/POW
records/pbotos etc) and most other references to ber thac should be cleared up out of respect for
Dillie Dorsch’s memory.JIn the book ‘ORB’ she is referred to as ‘Jess’ Dorsch but it is not clear
why this is used perbaps this was her nickname amongstthe nurses on the "SS. Vyner
Brooke”. For the purposes of this record we will-refer to ber as ‘(Dillie’ Dorsch. Wich the
name of ‘Senior Sister (Dillicent Rilda MarieDorsch’ sbe is recorded as the [only] daughzter
of Adolpb Jobn WalterDorsch and €lsie Victoria Dorsch of Rove, Doldfast Bay, Souch
Australia (CWGC and Singapore (Demorial, Column 140).She was from the Adelaide area of
South Australia whereber family were prominentin educacional and religious affairs (ORB,
p-92).Rer pboto in the AW(D archives shows a demure pleasant woman. Gbe dace of ber
birth is shown on the RSL Virtual Demorial as L. (Dillicent Rulda (Daria Dorsch born
Brigbton ,South Australia on 25 February 1912 ( rslvircualwarmemorial.org.au).Sadly this
researcher bas not been able to find any -internet record of ber early life, nursing craining or
career. After the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” (Nillie was last seen in the sea (wich
Sister (Derle Grenery) banging onto trailing ropes off the rafc upon which were (Datron
Pascbke, (Dary Clarke, Gladys (DcDonald and Caroline €Ennis together with the two small
children.(P.234 ORB) as it was swept down the Banka Straics (p.234 ORB). ORB states
that they were never seen again but new information ( email November 2016 Dr INeil
(DcGregor advising that bis mother Sister Sylvia (Duir who was on the ship was told this in
Singapore after release from internment in 1945) bas come to light thac in facc this raft
with the remains of Sister (DcDonald and two otber nurses was located several weeks lacer
by a ship in the Indian Ocean .Clearly and understandably during the war the auchorities
bad no knowledge of the fate of (Dillie because she comes up in official POW records, then
the Army casualry list on 9.7.42 as ' (Dissing - Dorsch (D.N. (D. S-nurse, Rove’ and then
later in the war there is the record in the Public notices of the "Advertiser” ( Adelaide , South
Australia) on 29.6.44 ”...60 the memory of our dear friend Lieut, (Dillie Dorsch( AAIS)
believed to bave lost ber life by enemy action after the fall of Singapore - forever
remembered by (Dr. and (Drs. Cook. Betry and Durray, 2™ AIE..’(Demorials to ber service
are that sbe is listed (as Sister Rilda Millicent Dorsch) along with the names of 77 other
AADNS nurses who gave their lives during WW2 on the memorial at Kapunda: and also ber
medals are beld - under the name of Nurse (Dillie Dorsch - at the Brighton ( South
Australia) RSL Sub-Branch with the notation thac they were donated on ber bebalf ” ... as
being a resident of the Brigbton area killed in action during WWII .." (
brightonrsl@bigpond.com.au). So (Nillie must bave lost ber life in the sea or still on the rafc
as it was taken by the powerful sea current that run down the east coast of Sumacra into
the Sunda Straits and out into the Indian Ocean. 40
DOULE - Sister Jess Gregory Doyle, NEX 70449, 2/10%" Australian Rospical Group, was born
in Gladstone, Mosman on 27.11.11 (ancestry.com) the daughter of Richard Denry Doyle and




Nina Rebecca Gregory. Little informacion bas been found on ber early life but she did pass
ber Nursing €xam in December 1935 at Prince Nenry Nospital, Sydney. She may bave lived
and worked in London soon after during 1936-37 (ancestry.com) After the sinking of the
ship it is not clear bow Jess Doyle made it to land on Banka island, buc it was clearly noc
througb Radji Beach, and she ended up an internee of the Japanese in (Duntok, then
Palembang and finally Belalau internment camps and suffered sever malnucricion and
deprivation during those years. It is clear she was a personalicy '... outgoing and bubbly,
Jess was always good for a scory, many of which were directed against berself and ber family
who were prominent in sporting circles in Sydney. Der maternal uncle was jack Gregory, the
finest all round crickecer thac Australia bad provided to the point ...” (p.127-128, ORB).She
also featured as a potential ‘internacional cricketer in one of the internment camps when
the women internees - by now skeleral - began to assemble an €ngland versus Auscralia’
cricket match to boost spirits. Ghe book 'ORB' also relates bow - being small, dark and
actractive, Jess was one of the women that the Japanese internment camp officers wanced
©o staff their so called ‘club’ in Irenelaan, Palembang - this was a resounding failure for the
Japanese in the face of the brave and forceful reaction of the Australian Army INurses! Upon
ber release after the war a pboto (in the AW archives) was taken of Jess Doyle which
shows exactly bow malnourisbed sbe and the other women bad become - an indictmentc on
the Japanese forever. Captain Jess Doyle lefc the AAINS in (Darch 1946 to be married to
Norman Gilmour MacAulay of the 2/30% Batzalion 9 8% Division AIF) who bad been a
Gransport officer and Staff caprain in Singapore and then a POW in Changi camp. She also
received a ‘(Dentioned in Despatches’ in 1946 for .. services rendered whilsc in Japanese
bands ..."(AW(D). Gbey later moved to New Zealand for Norman’s work and bad two
daughrers and a son. Norman passed away in 1968 in Australia and jess recurned ac some
stage to New Zealand (Upper Buce) where she passed away on 27.6.93.
>  DRUMMOND - Wacren Irene Melville Drummond was born on 26 July 1905 ac Asbfield,
Sydney, daugbzer of Cedri¢ Drummond, marine engineer, and bis wife Katberine, née
elville, both Queensland born. Educated at Cacholic schools in Adelaide and at Broken
Dill, New South Wales, Trene recurned to Adelaide trained as a nurse at (Diss Laurence’s
Privaze Rospital, qualified,in obstetrics at the Quicen’s Nome and worked at Angaston
Nospizal. In 1933 she moved.to the Broken Rill'and District Dospital where sbe proved to be
a compassionate and extremely competenenurse, well liked and respected by ber superiors
and colleagues. She'servedas a surgical siscer, assistanc-macron and acting-macron.

Appointed sister in the Australian Army INursing Service, Australian Imperial Force, on 8
November 1940, Drummond was called up for full-time duty with the 2nd/4th Casualcy
Clearing Station in January 1941. Next month sbe sailed for Singapore to join the
2nd/9ch Field Ambulance. Briefly back with the 2nd/4th C.CS., she was promoted (Datron on 5
August and posted to the 2nd/13th Australian General Rospital in September.
When the Japanese invaded (Dalaya on 8 December, the bospital was situaced
near Jobore Babru. In January 1942 ic was burriedly moved to St Patrick’s School,
Singapore. Despite chaotic conditions—brought on by the basty retreac,
enemy air-raids and increasing admissions of bactle casualcies—Drummond’s quiec

efficiency belped to ensure that the wards were operational within 48 bours.

By early February 1942 surrender to the Japanese appeared likely. Alchough the nurses bad

begged to be allowed to stay with their patients, they were put on board the steamer, Vyner
Brooke, Scooping up a small Chinese boy as the Vyner Brooke sank, Drummond escaped in a
lifeboat.
A group of survivors, including Drummond and twency-one fellow nurses, came asbore ac
Radji Beach, Banka Island. Gbey were joined by some twency Britisb servicemen from
another sunken ship. Daving discovered that the island was already in the bands of the
Japanese and that no belp could be expected from the local populacion, on
16 February the party resolved to surrender. One of the Vyner Brooke's officers was
sent to (Duntok to negotiate with the Japanese. While be was away Drummond
suggested thac the civilian women and children should leave for (Duncok. Shortly after the

civilians departed, a Japanese officer and twenty soldiers arrived at the beach.



Ignoring pleas that the remaining group was surrendering, the Japanese separaced the
men from the women. Gbhe men were marcbed around a small bluff to anocher cove: there they
were  sboctand bayoneted. Ghe Japanese returned to the nurses who bad been
left sitring on the beach and ordered them to walk into the sea. All knew their fate as they
encered the water in silence. Gbe Japanese soldiers opened fire with a machine-qun. Irene
Drummond was one of the first vo die.

She was mencioned in dispatcbes in 1946. A children’s playground, the Sister Drummond
(Memorial Park, opened at Broken Rill Rospital in 1949, commemorates ber. ("RAustralian
Diccionary of Biograpby” by Julie Gorrell). Gbis researcher contemplates the possibilicy
that such a memorial is most fitting to Irene Paschke and the nurses on the raft protectively
bolding and caring for two small children on a seemingly endless and cruel sea. Gbere is so much
more to the leadersbip of Irene Drummond througbout the war up to the events on
Radji Beach and itis recommended that anyone interested bave a read of "On Radji Beach” to
obtain a full understanding of this staunch leader.

> ELMES - Sister Dorothy Bud’ Gwendoline Roward E€lmes, NEX 70526, 2/10% Australian
Nospital Group, (known as Benda or Bud to ber family and Buddy o ber friends) was born
in Armadale (Delbourne, on 27 April 1914 to Robert Maynard and Dorothy Jean €lmes (nee
Howard). She bad one elder sister Beatrice Jean Doward Banks (nee €Elmes). She spent most
of ber life in Melbourne  and Cheshunt in Vicroria's King Valley. She was the personalicy of the
family, an outgoing; atcractive  confident young woman wich a quirky sense of bumour. Der
friend Jean Smithenbaker (Smichy??) noted "Buddy was a most exceptional person...bair worn
in a bun...bazel eyes, an infectious laugh __and a long striding walk.....on the rare occasions she
wore bigh beels sbe was decidedly awkward! Buddy was rolerantc and kind to boch bumans
and animals. She was tune deaf and an avid reader...ber expression of endearment was to
address one as "old bound’ or "old tripe hound”.”She trained as a nurse at Corowa
Community Rospital [on the banks of the Murray River] for 4-years, graduacingin May  1939. In 1940
she was described by ber matron as “one of our besc trainees’. Ghelocal vicar opined  shewas a
"young woman of excellenc character and lady like crainingwicha  cheery disposicion”.She  was
appointed to the Australian Army Nursing Service in November unaware of ber destination.  She
disembarked at Singapore on 18" February 1941 She says in a letrer to ber auntin (Marcb 1941
“our quarters bere are very comfortable..che climace is not frightfully boc but racher scicky. &be
counery is very precey bere, rice seems to'be che main chingthac is grown. Gbe €nglish
people living about bere are awfully good tous-invicinguis out to tennis and swimming and

afternoon tea ecc. It musc be a bic of a serain to them to bave large numbers of plain,
unaccached females parked on them’. Der last lecter to ber parents was on 8 February
1942 from "Abroad”. "We bave been fairly busy, nocso much busy buconducy  over 12 bours
aday...all we bave for a light is a [ancern wich blue paper wrapped around. Sorry chis isso
short butc there is nothing to wrice about these days”. Bud was evacuated from Singapore
on 11February 1942 on be 'SS Vyner Brooke' and following the sinking of the ship, somebow
made ber way to land. Gwo days lacer on 16™ February 1942 sbe was marcbed into the water
ac Radji Beach and massacred by the Japanese with 20 other nurses. Gbhe one survivor of the
massacre, Sister (then Captain) Vivien Stracban  (Bullwinkel) advised Bud's niece that Buddy
"was wonderfully brave - like ber colleagues when they were ordered into the sea. Ilone
cried out or called for mercy.” A lecter sent to Budby ber  mothber on 2 (Darch 1942 showed ber
anguish, "y Darling lictcle Bud, Ob dear, Iwish I knew where you are in the world.” Gbis
letrer was marked "Returned to Sender’. Rer parents searched francically for information,
but it was not uncil June 1944 that the Red Cross advised that "S/MNurse 6 €lmes is now officially
listed as missing believed to bave been killed on or after 11/2/42". Der mother  never gave up bope
and for many years, even thougb sbe bad by then been advised of the dexails of ber
daughrer's deach, thought Bud would turn up at their cotrage in Chesbunc. (Sara Alsop - nee
Banks, niece, email 29 November 2016). Liccle is known abouc Bud's [ast voyage on the 'SS.

Vyner Brooke' apart from the facc that, after somebow acraching berself to either a rafc or
lifeboat she made it to land and then two days later, this lovely caring young woman in ber
late 20's was bruzally murdered by the Japanese Army on Radji Beach with twenty other
Australian Army nurses on 16 February 1942.
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> €NNIS - Sister Caroline (Dary €nnis, VEX 38751, 2/10 Auscralian General Rospital. She
was born in Swan hill, Vicroria on 13 August 1913, the daughter of Dugb (Dartin Ennis and
(Dary Josephine Ennis and the eldest of four children and known as ‘Carrie’ to ber family.
When she was about nine years of age ber fatber died and ber mother married Josepb
Grabam about three years later ( nepbew Stepben West email 6.6.17) - whbich explains why
some official records list ber mother as MDary Josepbine Grabam of Chesbunt, Vic
(ww2roll.gov.au). Caroline belped look afcer the younger cbildren before she went nursing
(nepbew Stepben West email). Sbe passed ber Nurses Board exam in April 1936 whilst at
Beecbworth Nospical("Ghe Argus”, 2.4.36 ,trovenla.gov.au) and ic seems that she worked at
the busb nursing bospiral at Jackandandab (nepbew Stepben West email) where thereis a
memorial plaque with Caroline’s name inscribed, plus the Wangaracta Base Rospital in
1940 with Dorothy €lmes and also possibly the Corowa Dospital since she was included
(with Dorothy €lmes) in their ANZAC service in 2013. "..Per family remembers ber as a fun
loving girl with many friends. She loved ballroom dancing and was quice a good tennis
player. When sbe came bome during the bolidays she would always bave somecbing for ber
sisters and ber brother. A very kind, caring and loving family member. A very good friend,
always ready to assist ochers ..." (email from nepbew Stephen West 6.6.17). She was nursing
in the north east of Victoria when sbe joined the AAINS in (Delbourne on 20 August 1940.
When Caroline was on the “SS. Vyner Brooke” it is recorded by Betty Jeffrey ( p.153,0RB)
that she was lying flac in the saloon ’... chacting wich Siscer €nnis abouc near misses ...”
and that when a bomb eventually bit the ship - it went down the funnel to burstin the
engine room and the gun with its crew was blown over the side "...Siscer €nnis and I made a
bee-line for the bridge... taking a child wich us, we were the firsc ouc. We lefc the children
with an €nglisbwoman and dasbed coward-che bridge. only to find ic was an unrecognisable
mess and burning fiercely .. (p137. SD)-Soon after the sinking Caroline was seen already
sitting on arafc ”... Also siccing ouc of the water was Caroline €nnis, who was bolding two
small children, a Chinese boy who looked about four years old and a licele €nglish girl who
was probably a year younger ..."”(p.171, ORB). Ghe young Chinese boy bad been floating past
Beczy Jeffrey who, grabbed bim and lifted bim onto Olive Pascbke's raft - into the waiting
arms of Caroline €nnis (p.184. ORB). Another commenc by Betty Jeffrey .. Aboard the rafc
Caroline €nnis bad assumed the responsibilicy for the children and bad developed a
particular affinicy wich the liccle €nglish girl who was soon calling ber Auncie Caroline ...”
(p-186, ORB). Ghey floated on the rafc all Saturday night and before dawn on Sunday they
drifred through a convoy.of small Jap cransporcships carrying soldiers and equipment.
Altbougb the rafc actually bumped into these craft, there was total silence as they passed
througb them (p.186, ORB). Gbeir rafc was swept about by strong currencs and they could
not reach the shore - on the Sunday morning they could see (Duntok pier and they bad
been swept south along the Coast of Banka Island so that they were parallel wich large
trees and mangroves - the northern beaches bad disappeared. Betty Jeffrey and Iole Darper
bad during the night volunteered to lighten the rafc and swim alongside but it seems that
at dawn they were swept away by the stcrong currents - they .. called ouc but there was
nothing eicher group could do about their sicuation, Beccy and lole watched the raft grow
smaller. with (Dary Clarke and Gladys (DcDonald sicting on eicher side of Olive Paschke,
and Jess Dorsch and (Derle Grenerry in the wacer alongside banging onto the trailing ropes.
And there, back to back wich ber macron, sat Caroline €nnis, cradling two small children in
ber lap. Gbe raft and ics occupants were never seen again ...” (p.187, ORB). Dowever new
informacion (email November 2016, Dr Neil (DcGregor advising that bis mother Sister
Sylvia (Duir who was on the ship was told this in Singapore after release from internmenc
in 1945) bas come to light that in facc this rafc with the remains of Sister (DcDonald and
©wo other nurses was located several weeks later by a ship in the Indian Ocean. So Caroline
€nnis probably lost ber life in the sea or still on the raft as it was taken by the powerful sea
current that run down the east coast of Sumacra into the Sunda Straits and out into the
Indian Ocean. Gbis caring, bappy woman from a loving family, someone whbo obviously bad
a stronglove and affinicy for children is commemoraced (wich Dorothy €lmes) at King
Valley Road, Chesbunt Rall, Vic. 3678, by trees planced in 1995, together with a memorial
plaque. She is also recorded on a plaque at Wangaracta bospical and the (Demorial panﬁ
‘96" at the AW. Ner name is recorded on the CWGC website where ber parents are noted



as from (Doybu, Vicroria, Australia and which also tells us that Caroline’s name is on
Column 141 at the Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore.
EXNAD - see AXONN
FAIRLEU- Drs (Darie Suzanne Fairley died 13.2.42 on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” (CWG(): she
was the wife of James Denry Barrie Fairley, BSc [€dinburgb] ADICE, WWI Service: Captain, Royal
Field Artillery. Districe €ngineer. Sudan Government Railways 1929-1931. Executive €ngineer, Batu
_Pabat 1936 then DQ Scaff, PWD, JB. Sapper 792 JVE. De was lost at sea on the 'Giang Bee” 13.2.42. Wife
(Darie Suzanne lost at sea 15.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke. Gbeir child? ].D.B. on deceased list of Journal of
Insticucion of Civil €ngineers 1946. (Drs in National Probate Register.(J(D(D): there is a record of James
Fairley being appoinced €xec. €ngineer PWD Bacu Pabac, Jobore in 1936 (SG. 5.5.36); the Colonial Office
death register records "James Denry Barrie Fairley, presumed co bave lost bis life following the sinking
of the ‘Giang Bee'. Source: Governor of Singapore. Death certificate 30.11.46. Register Io. (D1. Folio 273-
138. Serial No. 1285"; &bere is no mentcion of bim in the CWGC records buc is on the deceased lisc of the
Journal of the Insticucion of Civil €ngineers; in September 2014 bis name was added to the CWGC
dacabase of deachs during WW?2 as part of a privace efforc known as “In from ¢the Cold”: (Drs. (Darie
Suzanne Fairley (with the same CORD ref and Serial No. 1286) was presumed to bave lost
ber life following the sinking of the 'N(DS. Vyner Brooke' on or after 14.2.42: Inthe S&
archives (Drs. Fairley and a child are listed on a ships passenger list either arriving or
leaving Singapore prior to the War (J(D): in 1941 (Darie Fairley was involved in running a
toy stall at the fund raising fair beld by the Womens section of the (Dalaya Patriotic Fund
in Jobore (SFP(DA. 5.5.41): on the 12 February 1942 (Dr and (Drs Fairley boarded a ‘water
boat’ in Singapore Narbour after obraining exic passes and under the instructions that
men were to be taken to the "NMS Giang Bee” and women to the "SS. Vyner Brooke” which
we can only assume the authorities believed to be safer (for women) since it was a merchanc
ship and not flying the White-ensign of the Royal Navy ( report by (Dr James Reid whose
wife and cbildren were instead placed on-the ‘Daca Dari’ racher than the 'Vyner Brooke’
and as a result survived the War): it has notbeen possible to trace their child mentioned
above and if correct decermine whether the child (she/be) was also on the ship ?
FRAIRWERGRER - Sister Lorna Florence Fairweather, SEX 13431, 2/13% Auscralian Dospical
Group. Lorna was born on 31 January 1913, ac Stirling West in the Adelaide Rills, the
daugbrter of Percival Sidney and Florence Annie (nee Jobnson) Fairweacher and one of five
siblings. Ner parents were devout (Dechodists and inscilled in their children a love of family
and community. Sbhe actended Nailsworch Primary School eventually complecing ber
Qualifying Certificate [a coincidence of history.is thac the slightly younger Vivian Bulbwinkel - who
would stand also on Radji Beach onthat fatefulmorning of 16 February 1942 - was at the same time
attending the neighbouring Prospect Primary School in Adelaide, whilst living with ber grandmotber,
and a slightly older (Dillie Dorsch - who would lose ber life on a raft in the Banka Straits or Sunda
Straics after the sinking of the 'Vyner Brooke' - bad both also attended Prospect Primary School].
During this time Lorna lived firstly ac Second Avenue, Sefton Park and then eventually at
78 Galway Avenue, Broadview. She then attended Adelaide Girls bigh School where she
decided that nursing was ber vocation. She trained at the (Dareeba Babies Nospital where
she was known for ber compassion and caring nacure (Panel commissioned by the Prospect
Local Ristory group for Nailsworth Primary School in 2015 under the "100 years of AINNZAC
for South Australia” program).Lorna specialised in paediatrics during ber training and was
one of the most bigbly qualified nurses in the ARINS: she was also relieving (Datron ac the
Crippled Children’s Rome at Somerton, SA, when she enlisted (ORB, p.142). €nlisting in the
AADNS sbe deparced for Singapore in Seprember 1941.Whilst it is not known bow sbhe reached
Radji Beach it must be surmised that she was in one of the two lifeboats which landed.
Pbortos in the AW(D archives and on the memorial panel ac Nailsworth Primary School
show a lovely young woman, slightly studious who clearly only thougbt of ber fellow
buman beings in a caring light. Der life ended on Radji Beach with a group of trusted and
loved friends, under a bail of bullets from Japanese troops who wichout doubt were the
antichesis of Lorna Fairweather - men wbo bad not a shred of buman decency and makes
the researcher trust that bistory reaped a punishment on them that meant they did not
live long lives.
FAR(DANER: Sister Peggy Everece Farmaner, WEX 3438, 2/4™ Casualty Clearing Stacion. A
newspaper article records thac she” ... Was the daugbzer of (Dr and (Drs George F. 44
Farmaner of 9 Lapsley Place, Claremont, WA and parc of an old pioneer family well known in
thac area. She was educaced ac (Dechodist Ladies College and St (Dary’s Church of €ngland



Grammar School, from where she macriculated. She did ber nursing training ac Perch
Dospical. When war was declared sbe was in Sydney but immediacely recurned co ber bome
Stace to enlist. In August 1940[aged 28 years] she left on the ‘Queen Dary’ for (Dalaya. She
worked with four other nurses at a Clearing Stacion in the most forward area of Ilorch
Jobore. Gbe Nurses then moved to Kluang where they escablisbed a bospical on a rubber
estace. On January 20, 1942 they were again evacuaced at ewo bours notice, were moved to
anocher place. which wichin 12 bours was found to be the wrong place. From bere they
moved to Singapore... Gbe last leccer ber parencs received from ber was writcen on
February 9, 1942. She was killed a few days lacer, ‘God knows the position is desperace buc I
am scrangely unpercurbed. Don'c worry abouc me. mocher’ she wroce ...”(‘Gbe Daily News'
Perth, WA. 19 Sept 1945). Ghe newspaper article is accompanied by a photo of Peggy - a
refined looking young woman proudly sicting for the pboto in ber nurse’s uniform. In
bappier times earlier in ber life, a newspaper article and pboto (West Australian’ 17.6.37)
records ber ac the 9°” Annual Ball of the (Dethodist Ladies College Old Girls Assn at the
Rarra Racra Club. After the ship sank Peggy reached the lifeboac with (Datron Drummond
and grabbed a trailing rope (p.169, ORB) and so reached Radji beach. She was one of the
Australian nurses forced into a line facing the sea and murdered by Japanese troops ac the
beach. Peggy Farmaner is included in the memorial vo all the nurses unveiled in 1999 by (Drs
Vivian Scatbam (nee Bullwinkel) and Wilma Joung at Ronour Avenue (at the lake near the
tennis court of the Botanical Gardens), Kings Park, Bicton, WA. - Rer plaque is number
(D264 Perbaps the best memorial to Peggy is reporced ©o bave occurred when the surviving
nurses recurned to Australia on the '(Danunda’, "..when the nurses were spending the nighc
ac Dollywood (Dilicary Pospical, Perch, the reception rooms were banked wich flowers. For
each nurse was a special gift of a posy freni the garden of the lace Sister P. Farmaner, one of
those who died on Bank Beach. DDer mother brougbt the flowers to ber daugbrers comrades
.."("Gbe Rustralian Womens Weekly" 3.11.45)
FREEWMAT - Sister Rubina Dorothy Dot Freeman, VEX 39351, 2/1oth Rustralian Dospital
Group. Dot Freeman was the daughter of Albert Edward and Ada Beatrice Freeman and
was aged 32 years when she died in internment in'1945 just a few days before the Japanese
officially surrendered. She was the sister of (Diss 1. Freeman (AW(). [Go daze no information
on ber pre-war life bas been found by the researcberand it is not known bow sbe reached Banka Island
after the sbip sank. Anythingon this period known to areader of this document would be appreciated
by the researcber to enhance the memorial record of Dot Freeman.]. On 7 February 1942 whilst she
was nursing in Singapore “... long range Japanese arcillery appeared to deliberacely targec
the school[ this was the (Dethodist Girls School bospital annex]... during thac barrage, one
medical orderly and one patcienc were killed while Dot a junior staff nurse from (Delbourne
was lucky to escape unscached ...” (p. 95,0RB) and then “.. she was now in a fronc line
situacion later the same week with Jap planes machine gunning all around che field bospical
she was working in wich (Datron Paschbke and the ochers ..." (p. 96, ORB) Dot certainly
presents as an unselfisb and indeed generous person - in 1944 Dot and ber best friend Rene
singleton volunteered (whilst in Irenelaan internment camp in Palembang ) to move out of
their now totally overcrowded bouse accommodation and they built a small [ean-to in the
backyard of the bouse ( p. 258, ORB).Also in 1944, again whilst in Irenelaan, Dot was one of
the nurses who sec up a bakery to use every scarp of rice they could beg, borrow or steal (
p-263, ORB) Nowever the three internment camps dot found berself in during the war were
some of the worst of the Second world War and sever starvacion, sickness and death were a
constant feature of ber very barsh existence during those years.”... On 8 August 1945 Dot -
Rene singleron’s best friend - died [at Belalau] from a combinacion of malaria, dysencery
and beri-beri. She too, bad been fading away for some time and simply curled up into a
foetal positcion, closed ber eyes and passed away .." (p.278,0RB). Sbe was ”... buried in the
cemetery ac the top of the bill ac Belalau ( Loebok-Linggau) - in wretched circumstances
with only an old rice sack to cover ber noc knowing thac peace bad come ac lasc...”
(p-222.QN). Rer grave remains were later removed to Jakarta after the war and sbe now lies
in... (Muntok Peace MDuseum). Sbhe is memorialised along with the other ARNS nurses
wbo gave their lives during the Second World War on the Kapunda memorial. A brief
epitapb is the statement by Becty Jeffrey's in ber book "while bistory passes”".. Doc 43
Freeman, anocher Viccorian was a sweec girl, wich whom internmenc wenc very bard ...” (
"GheAge”, Melbourne . 26.6.54)



» GHRDAQ® - Sister Dora Shirley Gardam, GEX 2183, 2/4” Casualcy Clearing Station. Note,
incorrectly spelt surname in the book '‘Quiet Neroines’ as Gardbam. Shirley Gardam was
born in Ulverstone, Gasmania the daugbrer of Richard Alfred and Dora Emermengarde
Bickford Gardam (who died aged 61 years on 21.3.42) and sibling to two sisters and a
brother. She trained in Launceston General Rospital, Gasmania with Jessie Simons before
they both enlisted in the AANS for (Dalaya. Ner pboto in the AW Archives shows a most
refined looking woman. Interestingly, alchough apparently Shirley’s bospical matron in
Gasmania thought she might be too nervous’to work in a Casualry Clearing Station with
its usually front line proximity, the fact is that Shirley was personally selected with all the
nurses of that unit by its commanding officer Colonel Gom Damilton (ORB, p. 92) and later
when the nurses were ready to evacuace be bad sufficient confidence in ber personally - no
doubrt after observing ber forticude under the bombing and shell fire they bad experienced -
o give a letter be bad written to bis wife back in Australia (ORB, p.113) After the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” bad sunk Shirley was one of those nurses who managed to reach the overturned
lifeboac with Sylvia Duir, Mitz Micclebeuser, veronica Clancy, Gladys NDugbes, , MDina
Raymont, and jean Ashton. Go their absolute credit bis group managed to accually right
this large, beavy, capsized craft and some of the nurses gave up various parcs of their
clotbing to plug the boles created by macbine gun fir and shrapnel (ORB, p. 175). Later they
abandoned the life boat which continued to sink and they all congregaced around rafts.
Gbey were eventually rescued by two RAAF men in a launch and taken o (Duntok where
they were immediately interned at the (Duntok cinema building. Later in internmenticis
recorded that young Shirley came to the forefront amongst the nurses with ber .. musical
talents and sweet disposicion ..." and she became a feature playing the piano found by the
internees and giving lectures.on GasmaniafQRB, p. 246) Rer life in internment bas the
tangible legacy in the archiyes'ef The AW (PRS()/ 129) in the form of a "Nand drawn
birchday card and two poruons of notes with, qrcetmgs from Palembang camp”. Like all the
internees in the barsh/afid, dcprwcd internment camps of (Duncok, Palembang and,
(Duntok again in 1944 Shitley stiffered increasingly. from starvation, a lack of resources for
bygiene and disease. FoF her it seems ehererurnlqo,(Duntok was the tipping point in ber
bealch and she saw bér friends Rene Singleton and Blancbe f?empstcad succumb to the
ravages of beri beri beforeshe toodied, (1 quecefrom ‘'ORB shewas a” .. victim of
starvacion and neglectds fuchias the dyseﬂcery thareventually took ber away. She died
swiftly and lefc bebind a bost of friends who would always remember ba tall fair girl who
was loved by all who knew ber. During ber three years of caprivity, Sbirley bad not received
aleccer from bome and was unaware thac ber mother bad died in 1942. Like (Dina
Raymont, Shirley bad always loved flowers: ber coffin was covered in them when it was
lowered into the ground in the lictle jungle clearing ..."” (ORB, p.269). Gbis explanacion of the
deach and burial of Shirley Gardam, whilst accurate, does not convey the reality of ber
deach - ber 'coffin’ was merely slats of wood and it took up to 20 starving; sick, skelecal
women internees to carry ber emaciated frame. She was the last Australian nurse to die on
Bank Island.

> GARDEN - in Goldberg record she states that a 'Sr. Garden’, who bad been in the RAF’
launch which picked them up from the sea after the sinking died in ‘(DUNDOK ! [sic]. Gbis
will be a misspelling of the name of Sister Shirley Gardam.

> GERMATNY/ GERMAINN - €ric Darrison Germann a US citizen from Buffalo NY. Gbhe first
reference found on €ric German is in the ‘(Dorning Gribune’ (4.9.37) where (Dr. W. €ric
German is recorded as being a passenger on the 'P & O Naldera’ bound for Penang.
American brewer, (Dalayan Breweries from 11.41. Sent to Singapore to step up beer
production for the troops. Bayoneted on Pom Pong Island (sic, this is meant to mean
Banka Island) February 1942 but survived the massacre of 18 men. Palembang Sumacra
internee. Gbere is a full chapter on"Ghe Saga of €ric German” in the book BUE' and earlier
(p-41) i describes bim as a "... 31 year old brew mastcer.... Dew York was bis bome. Pe bad been
called o Singapore shortly before the war's outbreak to belp step-up production of beer for
troops brougbt in to strengchen (Dalaya’s defences: bis pbysical description in the book
scaces (p.40), ... be was a big; well builc fellow in fancascically pacched shorts and sbzrt
which did noc conceal bis powerful neck. broad shoulders and slim bips. Below che short?
was a pair of well -muscled legs. ...I was looking into a pair of barsh, blue -grey eyes. A
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scraggly, sandy coloured beard covered bis face buc not enougb to bide a prominent jaw
and a wide, buc thin lipped moutch. (Dy first impression was thac I wouldn 't want to meec
bim in a dark alley ... the wide mouth grinned and bis whole face tcransformed inco the
rugged feacures of a good guy...” - perbaps this explains the amazing survival success of €ric
German both during and after the sinking, again after baving been bayoneted on Radji
beach, as well as through internment camps?. Also in BUE' by William (DacDougall ic
states that €ric boarded the ship wearing "... a pair of bigh leather boots and a fireman’s
belmet, donned while belping Singapore’s bomb-set conflagracions ...". €ric gave
(DacDougall a very detailed account of the voyage and events at Radji Beach whilst they
were both POWs in Palembang (see BUE, pp. 142-155 for the full account). In summary be
belped lower the lifeboats and then entered the sea trying to belp women struggling
towards lifeboats and rafts. De then realised that there were more people back on the ship
and returned to climb back up a ladder and reached the deck only to bave three year old
‘(Discha’ Warman thrust inco bis arms. €ric beld bis bands over the child's mouth and nose
and jumped .. (Discha was quiec and smiling when they bobbed to the surface and they
boch laugbed ..." . Ne took (Discha to the nearby submerged lifeboac and banded the child to
a"... fac civil engineer”- a man who was later to die ac the bands of the Japanese on Radji
Beach. With three rafts actached to the submerged lifeboac they rowed the whole
contraption to the coast near Radji Beach by about 2030 brs that same night. About
thirty survivors (First Officer Sedgeman, some soldiers, sailors nurses, civilian women and
children) bad reached Radji Beach earlier and lic a bonfire. €ric probably belped the
seriously injured AANS Sisters Casson, Wight and Ralligan along the several miles of beach
©o the bonfire that night. Gwo days later on (Donday 16 February, afcer the small group of
women and children bad moyed, off ror(Diitrsgk led by (Dr Dominguez and accompanied by
two wounded sailors, ErigGenman-saw-ehe apinese take the first group of eight men
(including Scoker Lloyddvh 0 stiryive) along el beach, over a small promontory of rocks
and drifewood about Zb'() féet away‘ and murder tbcm Gbe next group with Sedgeman and
German were then ordered to Marehthe same royté - German and Sedgeman were ordered
o lifc the injured (Dr{Wagson or- bis'sereteber andtake bim as well. Afcer being unable to
lifc bim over the rocks and drifcwood” the Japanése officer vold them to leave Watson at
that point - leaning up agdinst alog-Ghey wefe thén ordered to stand in line facing the sea
- German began o pray‘f I F'ltf‘stlofﬁCCY Sqdffémap made a dasb for the sea and was qunned
down. Gbe next thing German kiew be Was face down in the sea and in pain - be played for
dead. After some cimehé-couldsee che Japshad lefc him buc be continued o lie still - which
was just as well because two Tapanese soldiers soon reappeared on the rocks and surveyed
the scene. After signalling some sort of confirmacion that all were dead they oo left. €ric
German waited a long time and then ran up the beach into the jungle and then souch
about a mile until be found a small stream running into the sea where be bid and rested, at
that point finding that be bad been bayoneted completely throughb the chest. Gbe following
day be continued furcher south and came across three survivors of anotber ship. De took
them back to the scene of the atrocity where bodies of the victims lay on the beach and on
the strecchers. After being given water by some (Dalay fisbermen be continued in to
(Duntok and was interned in the cinema. €ric endured the privacions of internment in
(Duntok and then presumably Palembang, (Duncok again and finally Belalau. After the war
be recurned to bis career as a brewer in breweries in New YJork then outside the USA - in
€cuador in 1947 (where be married) then in Costa Rica, Puerto Rica, Spain, Rotterdam, and
Nigeria. In 1974 be retired to Florida wich bis wife Connie - later in 1989 be was noted as
'retired " and playing badminton in Boca Raton ( news.google).

GLENCROSS - Barbara Louise Glencross (nee E€llercamp) was the wife of Gordon Glencross:
they were married circa 1940 (Gordon Glencross obituary in VG newsletter July 2010) ber
busband was Gordon (Dackenzie Glencross, b.1918 Streacham. In 1938 be was appoinced
Assiscant, Commercial Union Assurance Co. Ltd, Robinson’s Rd, Singapore. €nlisted in the
Volunzeer forces in June 1939, 2™ L 2SSVE POW Singapore to Ghailand 10.42. €nded the
war ac Iakorn Ilyok. Wife Barbara Louise last seen Keppel Darbour on 12.2.42 and believed
lost ac sea on 'SS. Vyner Brooke'. Gordon recurned to Singapore 1946 2" wife Becty:
daugbrer Sonia. Son Pecer born1949. Lacer wich New Zealand Insurance DK then ﬁ’on‘i1 }951
General Danager 1NZ Insurance. Auscralia. Died April 2010 Sydney. Wife Jocelyn. (J(DM): in
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1946 Gordon Glencross was still searching for bis wife as shown in a ‘Straics Gimes'’
advertisement of August that year ... Glencross — (Drs Barbara Louise (wife of Lieutenanc
Gordon (Dackenzie Glencross) last seen Singapore docks 12 February 1942. Anyone wich
further informacion please inform F/Lt. €. Prior. RAF Gengab, Singapore..."(SG. 8.3.46):
the list compiled by internees in Palembang camp of those they believed bad died during or
after the sinking states simply " (Drs. Glencross, ¢/o Commercial Union S'pore .."; the
official record of the death of Barbara Glencross is contained in the Colonial Office Record
of Deaths which states "..(Drs. Barbara Glencross, wife of 6.(D. Glencross of Singapore,
presumed to bave lost ber life on or after 14.2.42 in the Banka Straits as a result of the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”. Source C - in ~-C ALFSEA ... (CORD, Reg. (D1, Folio 283,
Serial 1314); there is no record of ber death at the CWGEC.
GIBSOIN - MDrs. Dorothy 'Dot’ (Dabel Gibson is idencified as baving been on the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” from the list titled ‘British Women Internees in Palembang 1942" compiled by (Drs.
€. Cross and this list also records that "..Gibson D. ((Drs) lefc the camp on 4.12.42 for
S'pore..." which indicates she was one of the Eurasian families allowed to return to
Singapore in late 1942: the records of Changi (Duseum bave ber listed as Dorothy (Dabel
Gibson, born 1905, bousewife, #1837, British/€urasian (Changi (Duseum website) but
Dorothy clearly spent most of the war ac liberty in Singapore because she was not accually
interned there until 25.3.45, when sbe was interned in Sime Road camp) - in late 1944/early
1945 many Eurasian people were interned in Sime Road as the Japanese became more
desperate and paranoid ; she was 37 years of age when she boarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke”
after the ship sank Dorothy Gibson is mentioned by Australian nurse Wilma Oram ".. a
voice called out; and a woman swam a shorc disctance o the rafc and asked if she could
climb aboard, Wilma welcomed ber aboardand che woman incroduced berself as (Drs
Dorothy Gibson. A civiliax eydeuce-Ghe-ayo,chen untied the oars and decided to try to row
to Banka Island...."( ORB ,P.‘.1,77O) dLazer Thac mgbt 'of 15 February Dorothy and Wilma were ”
.. sizting quiecly on chei-rife. wAs almoserun'down by the Japanese invasion fleec
supporting the invasion of sodtherniSumatra Arid.Banka Island. &bey too bad seen the
bonfire on the beach btit ic was too faraway and the current was too strong for them to
bave any possibilicy of teAching it..che cutrenc ¢45ed a bic and Wilma and Dorochy were
able o paddle ashore Amiid'che Japanese [anding-éraft. Once ashore they were prompely
caken prisoner by thejapAnese... ~marched, under guard to one of the larger buildings in the
cown an old cuscoris botise. (ORB. P188)= s0 Dorochy was saved from being a victim of
the atrocicy on Radji Beach stmply by theFandom nacure of scrong sea currents: it is not
known who Dorothy was married to beforethe war buc it must bave been an Australian
because of the following " ...(Drs Dorothy 'Dot’ Gibson, Palembang, Sumacra incernee.
Repacriated 1945 arriving Sydney on Gamaroa 10.10.45 ..." (JAD().
GOLGBERG - CURGD - Dr. Annemaria Eleanor Goldberg - Curth was certainly the most
controversial and divisive figure in the story of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” [researcber’s note:
whilst the entries for passengers on the ship are intended to be respectful buc faccually
accurate, occasionally someone appears for whom it is more appropriate to simply lay out
the facts on record and let the reader decide. (Duch of the material quoted bereon is from
the official Australian Government Immigration departmenc file NAA A434, 1948/3/11818],
buc firstly the "Jeyes” list records ... SOLDBERG D B & RAMBULAN LEFG NEI? WIFE
PAL.." ; In the diary of Pbyllis Briggs is noted "..Dr. Goldberg - a German Jewess, she bad
been on one of the ships from Singapore and up uncil Sepcember 1943 bad lived in freedom
in Palembang and worked in the bospical. She was an unpleasant woman wich liccle
sympachy for the sick. Never ill and always well dressed...”(SUM): Often referred to as
Docror Goldberg, ber name was Annemaria (sometimes she used Annemarie/Annamaria on
documencts) €Eleanor (sometimes referred to as €Eleanora) Goldberg - Curth. She was born in
Grebnitz, Silesia on 24.2.04 the daughrer of Judge Emil Curth from Silesia and Gertrude
Curth (nee Brodnitz) from Berlin. Qualifying as a medical doctor she moved to Pisa, Italy
and met and married Dr €rich Goldberg in 1934. In 1939 they were apparencly moving to
Australia but whilst in (Dalaya they stopped in Ipob, (Dalaya where €rich secured a
temporary role as a docror in the Ganjong Rambucan (Dental Nospital and Hnnemana
began a practise as a general practitioner - she was a specialist in children’s bealch and*®
‘internal medicine’. Insofar as what is on record this was the first time she displayed ber
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ability to be abrasive with people and 'be misunderstood’ - something which crops up in ber
recorded bistory many times. In the official files in the Australian Archives ber file is
voluminous and throws up many questions as to ber motives and bebaviours, including
the following advices from the Britisb high Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur on the pre war
picture of the Goldberg - Curths: when working in Ipob the Goldberg - Curths were
considered to be” ... carrying on anti-Britisb propaganda amongst the native staff ... "and
"also showed great interest in shipping movemencs ..." (Dr (Durdoch , Medical
Superintendent of the Rospital who resigned bis posicion because of bis negacive working
relationsbip with €rich , Murdoch took an intense personal dislike to bim and resigned to
move to Perth , Rustralia): in July 1941 €rich resigned from bis position and the Digh
Commissioner, KL, gave them uncil August 1941 to leave (Dalaya or they would be interned
as enemy aliens. Soon after in Singapore, €rich was charged wich Fifth Column accivities
and, according to Annemaria, be then tried to commit suicide. Gbey actempred to gain
approval to go to Australia - but were told they would only be admitted to Australia as
internees and then immediately deported at the end of the war. In November 1941 they
were both actually interned in Singapore. Annemaria later stated to the Australian
auchorities that they gained an exit pass to leave Singapore (this seems a litcle strange
given their internmenc) on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” but €rich was unable to board because it
was only taking women and children [ this may or may not be the truth because there were
many other men on board]: she duly boarded the ship wich other passengers and states
that she never beard of €rich again [ researcher’s note: whilst she later gave a date of deach
of death of €rich as August 1992 - obviously a typo and presumably meant to be 1942 -
there remains the possibility that €rich may bave been summarily executed at the
Singapore wharves as a Flﬁ:b € olummsgby.somconc wbo knew bis recent bistory. Gbere
are a number of unofﬁcta‘]e’f'cppt;cs of this. Qaw:’hng o 'Fifch Columnists " around the wharf
area during the last fewfday§-prwr w0 cbqls}h@hagr] the first mencion of Dr Goldberg -
Curth after the smkmg of e‘bc sblp is fvom ‘'ORB’ §-176) wherein itis recorded, presumably
from the memoirs of the Austr:ihan Aurses, ‘tha - 13 When it was agreed thac all able bodied
adults on a small life y4fc lsbou[d take aturn nl Af@s a to ease the strain on the 23 people (
included (Drs. Neubrdyiaet, (Drs Cbambcp.ﬁ" (Dr/Ghambers, (Drs Durray, (Drs Bull and ber
daugbrer Dazel, Diss (Dorl‘égon and theboyljob 1CPan) clustered on and around the
drifcing tied togecherafcés DiGoldberg sefised/coshare the burden and take a turn in
the water. Because there i%wi;p reford ofhér,e:vgr“f)avmg cbildren, she is me;xphcab[y quoted
assaying”.. lam the'kzzdcher of'thré’canémore ifnpercanc than any of you ...". Gbat
promprted Sister Veronica Clancy o clintb aboard the rafc and punch Dr Goldbergas bard
as she could in the middle of the back. but despite Goldberg’s screams she refused o budge
off the raft. Gbis was then closely followed by Sister Blanche Rempstead climbing onto the
raft, pucting Goldberg in a beadlock and dragging ber backwards into the water. Ghe
matver is recorded as solved. Gbe group of rafts was lacer picked up by an old motor launch
with two RAAF airmen aboard and delivered along the coast to (Duntok wharf where the
women were all interned. Ghus began the bostile relationsbip becween the Australian Army
nurses and Dr Goldberg - Curth which was to continue throughout internmenc and well
into the post war era. 1945-47 official files created when Annemarie Goldberg - Curth was
atcemprting to encer and then stay in Australia, contain wricren affidavics from balf a
dozen Australian Army nurses, including Sister INesta James, who bad a serious contempt
for and anger with Dr Goldberg- Curth’s bebaviour whilst they were interned and what
they considered to be ber collaboracion with the Japanese. €llen Dannab said the doctor
vold the Japanese as soon as she was captured at (Duntok that she was German and should
not be interned, whilst Wilma Oram quoted the doctor as saying “... I'm a German, I am
German, I am your friend ... "and both nurses record that Dr Goldberg - Curth was then
set free from the 'Customs Nouse’ internment camp at (Duncok in February 1942;uncil
April 1942 when she was brougbt into Palembang camp ”... for a very shorc period ..."then
released again and allowed to work on a paid basis at Charitas Rospital until August 1943
;sthe nurses also alleged in their affidavics thac she caused death and imprisonment of some
internees, that sbe slapped a sick and dying Sister Raymonc ;, refused to get up to paciencs
at night, gave preferential treatment to pacients with money buc who were not very ill,
benefitted from extra rations obtained from funds contributed from male POWs and
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wealthy people outside the camp, and was very friendly wich the Japanese guards. Sister
Vivian Bullwinkle recorded for the official enquiry that Dr Goldberg - Curth .. was never
known to do a kindly acc to anyone. She was firsc and what was left over wenc to ber friends
who could pay. She was a very selfish woman whose actions were inspired only by
expediency ..."; to be fair, after the war, the doctor was able to elicit several lecters of
support from other internees (including missionary teacher (Diss Glasgow and the Swiss
nacional married to a Bricisb citizen, (Drs €lsa Cross) during the post war enquiry by the
Australian Army and Australian Immigration Dept into ber conduct whilst in internmenc:
in the various pbases of being an Axis ally living free in Sumacra to paid medical
professional working in the internment camp bospitals at (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau
during the war Dr Goldberg - Curth seemed to prosper and according to €llen Dannab ”...
sbe suffered praccically no bardsbip ...": suffice to say immediacely after the war the docror
applied for and seems to bave initially obtained a medical post in the Dutch €ast Indies
before the Dutch authorities cancelled that appointment and ber application to live in the
DEI after enquiries amongst internees: she then tried to gain medical registracion in
Australia but this was declined for the same reason and finally , after enquiry ber
applicacion for residency in Australia was declined as well: by then she was the owner of a
staggering 30 packing cases of ber possessions which bad been shipped out of Singapore to
Fremandle during the week before the Surrender on the 'SS. Gorgon’ ( this was remarkable
because almost everyone else boarding ships for Australia by then was restricted to one
suitcase) and during 1946/7 after the declaracion of the deatb of ber busband she bad
inbericed bis ... not inconsiderable escace ..."which the records show to bave been 600
pounds and $ (D 10,000!! (Duch of this money appears to bave been beld for safekeeping by
the Swiss Consul in (Dalaya. Witch all aventies in Australia closed and ber reputacion in
tateers, she recurned to Sthgaporein 1948 dand the file shows that, as sbe left. the
Australian Dept of Immiigragioncabled the Singapore authorities to remind them " ... of ber
bistory ...". Sheis soon ritentioned in.the Scraits Gimes (26.10.48) as a voluntary woman
doctor at the newly opened ScAndrews (Dission Bospital working three or four times a
week at that bospital Shé was clearlyoneof lifelsisurvivors’ and bad the means to
support berself comforzably in postwar Singapére because she seems o bave lived for
many years in the upmatrkeg Goodwood Park Potel where she surfaces again in 1952
applying for naturalisationiin:Singapore (SG:17.10.52). Ghac there was more to making
this application than simply qaining residency:in Singapore was soon revealed by the facc
that two monchs latersheis répoirced inméwspapers as marrying none otbher than the
Cbief Justice of Singapore, Sir€harles (Durray - Aynsley, at St Andrew’s Catbedral (SG.
21.12.52) and must bave felc truly victorious or vindicated socially when sbe was then able to
use the title of Lady (Durray - Aynsley. Sir Charles bad been a Puisine Judge in Singapore
since 1937 and bad been appointed Chief Justice in 1946. Ris firsc wife bad died suddenly in
1951. Gbey continued to live in Singapore until 1955 when Sir Charles retired - be lacer died
in Florence, aged 74 years of age, in 1974. Lady Annemaria €leanor (Durray - Aynsley (to
quote ber death nortice) died at Cox Rill Manor nursing bome, Chobbam, Surrey on 13.4.1997
aged 90 years of age (Gbe Gazetce).

GOODING - Stanley W. Booding was born in 1903 in Australia and became a long term
resident of Singapore and (Dalaya: the ‘(Dalayans ‘database bas the following "..60O0ODING
S.W. [Stanley William] Go Singapore 1913. (Danager, Straits Grading Company, Ipob. Wife
F.N. evacuated - living in Fleet 1948. Pe was lost at sea 14.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke.
Daugbrer €llen Pacricia.” (JADM): the first mention of bim in alayan newspaper is when
be arrived in Singapore from London on the P. & O. 'Sardinia’ on 6 June 1913 ( SG. 6.6.130; by
1916 be bad established bimself in Singapore where be bad become a member of the
Singapore Cricker Club and is mentioned in several ‘Straits Gimes' reports representing
that club in cricket and tennis: as the first world war progressed be must bave been
interested in joining up buc like many men in the tin, rubber and oil sectors be was
prevented from doing so as the report of the Singapore manpower Advisory Commictee
reported in 1917 when they stated thac S. W. Gooding, Gin Buyer, Straits Grading Co. Lrd
... Cannot be spared dill replaceable by War ineligible. Cercificate ” (SG. 2.5.17): during 1918
and 1919 be is again frequently reporced as representing the SCC in tennis, crickec and >0
associacion football, on 15.11.18 be played in front of 2,000 people for the SCC on the
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Esplanade ground and is reported as ” ..6ooding did good work for SCC against the team
from the Straits Chinese Football Association” ( S&. 15.11.18), around 1920 be appears to
bave ceased active sports games and there is a mencion for the first time of a (Dr & (Drs.
Gooding ( not necessarily Mr S &@Mrs S.W. Gooding) atrending as quests at a wedding in
Singapore (S6. 13.8.20); no further newspaper reports are in evidence until 1928 when be
boarded theliner 'Aenas’ with (Drs Gooding and also the (Disses Gooding for a voyage from
the UK to Singapore ( presumably afcer a bome leave); ac this point be must bave received a
transfer to Ipob because be appears in 1931 as Secretary of the Perak Cricket Association (
which post be retained until 1937 when be moved to the General Committee) with
comments made by the Presidencthacitbad bad a “... full season of macches thanks to the
energetic effores of the Secrecary (Dr Gooding:..."( SFPMDA 9.1.31) :in 1932 be is shown again
boarding the "Aenas’ from the UK to Singapore ( SFPMA 2.1.32) and upon arrival be took
charge of the (Dengelembu Agency in Ipob soon after be was in Pusing ( a small town about
5 km from Batu Gajab and also within the massive tin ore deposits of the Kinta Valley -
one of the world's greac resources of tin ac the time) in 1934 ; be again sailed for ‘bome’(
SG. 26.11.34) and must bave bad a nine months leave, since be did not recurn from the UR
uncil August 1935 on the GSS. Pacroclus’ (SEPDA 9.8.35) : be then joined the Tlon Benders
Cricket Club of (Dalaya’ and was the Perak Representative for several years ( SFP(DA
14.8.365); in 1936 be was again on leave in the UK ( §G. 15.10.36) : and the final newspaper
record is of bim on board the ‘Aeneas’ in 1939, again this time from (Darscilles to Singapore (
§6.30.3.39) : when the Japanese invaded (Dalaya it was not many weeks before they arrived
near Ipob and Stanley's wife, Darjorie Gooding was at ber bouse at 94 Gopeng Road, Ipob
wben a friend drove up to the bouse and told ber that they bad to leave at once because the
Japs were only balf an bour down the road. Stanley was already in Singapore on business
and they reunited there. When(Darjorie achieved an exit pass on the "Ducbess of Bedford”
Stanley took ber down ro the Singapore docks and wrote bis will on the back of an envelope
and got a passerby to witness it: aged 53 years in 1942, Stanley Gooding was an older man
by (Dalayan pre War standards: the Jeyes’ seereclist compiled in Changi records "...
GOODING SGAN WILL SGRAIGS GRAD. LEFG 12/2.... "(BPPL): baving boarded the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” be lost his life in the sea after the sinking and the story of bis deach is
recorded in a letcer from a family friend who was also on the sbhip and made a buge attempt
©o save bim. (Drs Myrtle Ward knew the Gooding family well and only became aware of the
fact that, despite bis wide sporting abilities, Stanley was unable to swim just before the
bombers struck. She knew then that sbe may bave to assist Stanley if they ended up in the
water. As events transpired , as the ship was sinking, Scanley managed to escape by
lowering bimself through a bole in the sbip's side but the time be entered the wacer be
either bad been wounded or bad become unwell because after (Drs Ward reached bim in the
sea be only remained conscious for a few minuces. She tied bim to two life belts and a piece
of wood and attempred to keep bis bead above water - sadly be passed away a few hours
later whilst in the sea off Banka Island. After wbhat sbould be considered beroic efforts, (Drs
Ward was finally convinced to allow Stanley Gooding to slip away in the sea later in the
evening: in the list compiled in Palembang camp of those people the internees believed bad
died in the sinking there is “(Dr. Sam Gooding; Straits Grading Co, Penang, Dead body seen
in sea .."; the simple record ac the CW6GC is "Gooding; Stanley W. died 14.2.42 in the sinking
of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, busband of F. . Gooding..." (CWGC):

GREER - Sister Jean Tenny' Reers Greer, NX 70937, 2/ 10% Australian General Dospital, was
born oni3th October 1913 at Petersham, NSW. Anecdozally the records give a picture of a
spirited, fun loving woman and this fits with a pboto in "Gbe Gelegrapb” Brisbane (24.12.38)
titled "Over She Goes” which show (Diss Jean Greer baving fallen from ber roller skates and
being picked up by the Instructor with the caption ".. rolling in boliday spiric ..."She
enlisted on 16.12.40 and was attached to the 2/10”. As the 'SS. Vyner Brooke” left Singapore
barbour Jenny's nature came to the fore again when sbe began singing "Wisb (De Luck As
Uou Wave (De Goodbye” (P.123, ORB) and later after the sbip sank, she and four other
nurses were sitting on a plank in the sea when sbe led the nurses in "Were Off Go See Gbe
Wizard” (ORB, P.163). Gbey all drifted on this plank away from the main group of nurses
talking and reminiscing at one stage, even coming near to Radji Beach and its bonfire ot
the night of the sinking, before early on Sunday morning being carried straightc to a gently



sloping beach. Gbey walked and came upon a small village before walking towards (Duntok
and on the way surrendering to a Japanese soldier who took them to the old cinema
building to be interned. Jenny suffered wich the other nurses througb the barsbh and
deprived internment camps of (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau before being freed several
weeks after the Japanese Surrender. In 1943 ( 'Gbe Sydney (Dorning Derald’ 30.10.43)
mentioned ”... (Drs I Greer of 17 Napier Screet, Pecersham, bas been nocified by the
Department of Defence thac ber daugbeer. previously reported missing wich che 107
Auscralian Dospital Group is presumed to be a POW...". Emaciated from years of
internmenct, as were the others, it is recorded (ORB, p. 289) thac Jenny “.. bad been one of
the biggest nurse in 1941 but upon being repacriaced to Singapore in 1945 weighed just over
20kg - one third of ber enlistment weigbt ...". Jenny was discharged in September 1946 and
was able to resume ber relationsbip with ber pre war ‘beau’ whom she bad mec in Sydney in
December 1940, becoming married the following year. In Singapore (5. 16.2.47)it was
reported with the title " €x POW nurse married at Catbedral” ic was noted that “... Diss
Jean Greer, a former Australian POW nursing sister was married in Singapore ac St
Andrews cathedral yesterday to (Dr Duncan Robert (Dcleod Pembercon ... son of (Dr &
(Drs. Pembercon of Inverness, Scotland . De is actached to Sarawak Oilfields ... A recepcion
followed at che Adelpbi Dotel ...". Gbey later moved to Chichester, €ngland and many
decades later Jenny passed away there on 7 December 2001.

GREGORY - Mrs. Muriel A. Gregory was identified as being on the " SS. Vyner Brooke” in
the list prepared by (Drs. €. Cross titled British Women Internees in Palembang camp: she
was born in Bangor, Wales c. 1903,and appears in Welsb papers in 1916 ( ‘Gbe Cbronicle’
4.2.16 ) passing exams conducted by the Bangor Diocesan Sunday Schools and then in 1918
achieving Senior Certificate aethe BAﬂgOt‘ Eeunty School for Girls (this school was merged
with two others in 1971): i€'is presumed tbat sbeaccended University during the early 1920s,
she was clearly a very mtd[13m1t woman: it 15,40t known when or where she was married
but ber busband was / GREGORL] € P, [Charles l’res.slcy] ‘Greg’, a former London
journalist. (Danager ¢f5 €scaces in che Gemtaygan Area, Kelancan [Duff Development
Corporation, Relancart]. (DAS DistéieeSupervisory)Q Finance. Changi and Sime Rd
internee. Wife (Duriel\died\in capeivicy, Sumacra. Deremarried 1946 - wife Dorothy. De died
16.8.51 Bridport, Dorsec(J(D) idhe first newspaper record is of (Dr Gregory writing a
lecter to the ‘Scraits Gimdston rubber metmg (86.:19.7.32) and be appears in 1934 going on
bome leave on ‘Dector’ and: chen. retummgl;l.vemontbs [acer on Pacroclus’ ( buc no
mencion of (Drs Greqory wich bimijaid-eben in the contexe of Duff Development Corpn (SG.
30.10.34 and 12.4.41): there is nerecord of (Drs Gregory in (Dalayan newspapers: she would
bave been about 39 years of age when she boarded the “SS. Vyner Brooke”: the final record
for Muriel is when Greg Gregory inserted the following death notice in ‘Ghe Gimes' on 14
1145 "... In proud and loving memory of my dear wife (Duriel Gregory ( nee (DcKie) . (DA.
(Wales)., B Licc (Oxon) of Bangor, Norch Wales and Kelantan, (Dalay peninsula who died in
aJapanese prison Camp at (Duntok, Sumazra on 14 Nov. 1944 after 33 months internment
courageously endured. A truly brave woman and a most devoted wife. In my thoughzts every
bour of every day. G.P. Gregory, Kelantan, (Dalay Peninsula ...": the official record is " (Duriel
Gregory, B.Litt, (DA, aged 43 years, of Castle Bank, Bangor, Wales, died 15.11.44 at
(Duntok Banka Island, daugbrer of William and €dith (DcKee of Castle Bank, Bangor,
Wales, wife of Charles Pressley Gregory (CWGC).

GUNGHER - Sister ]anet Pacceson ‘Pac’ Gunther, NEX 70493, 2/10% Australian General
Hospital (posted to 2/4™ Casualry Clearing Station). Pat Gunther was born on 31 August
1913 on a farm near Casino, NNSW - the second of eight children of Arthur and Jane Guncher.
Pac atrended so called 'bush’ schools at (Dongogarie and Deep Creek before leaving school
atthe age of 12 years to belp on the family farm. She trained as nurse at the Royal Prince
Alfred Dospital at Camperdown, NSW before passing the "General Nursing” exams and
becoming registered in 1936 ( "Sydney (Dorning Rerald” . 8.12.36) and then worked in private
nursing for three years . It appears that she enlisted with the AANS in 1940 and joined the
2/10%" AGR before being posted to the 2/4% Casualty clearing Station in (Dalaya. In the
SN archives (smb.com.au) there is a photo of Pat which shows an attractive young
woman. Ghe book 'ORB' records Pat’s obvious fascination and delight wich the new stﬁvts,
sounds and flowers of Singapore and (Dalaya (ORB, p.33 etc) Once on the 'Vyner Brooke'
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and just prior to the bombing atcack Pat - along with ber friend Kach Neuss and also
Winnie (Day Davis - were responsible for the forward parc of the ship and made themselves
comfortable in an officer’s cabin on the port side of the ship (ORB, p. 148). ORB’ also
teaches us that pat was injured in the bombing of the ship but belped ber more seriously
injured friend, Kach Neuss, into the second lifeboat to be launched to join Rosecta Wight
and Clare Ralligan. Pat berself was thrown into the water when the lifeboat overturned and
she then drifted alone for a while before being joined again by Winnie (Day Davis. She was
later belped onto the raft that Jessie Simons bad earlier reached and joined (Drs Bull (and
daughrer) plus three badly injured crew (one called ‘Stan’ was badly burned and thac night
be slipped off the raft and drowned). Gbey ended up amongst the landing crafc of the
Japanese force invading Banka Island and - most surprisingly - were belped onto one of
these crafc by Japanese sailors and taken to a nearby beach. Ghe next day they were taken
under guard to (Duntok and interned in the cinema. Pac then began ber three and a balf
years of survival in the barsb internment camps of (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau. In the
camps she "... proved more than a competent arcist whose skecches and drawings were
always sougbt after as gifts ..."(ORB, 250). She bad a tleats one very bad attack of malaria (
muntokpeacemuseum website) and ber weight dropped to 33 kg She left the AAINS in
February 1947 baving continued working for the 113" AGH in Concord in Sydney - that year
she was awarded ‘(Dentioned in Despatchbes’ for ” Services rendered whilst in Japanese
bands ". Pat Gunther continued nursing uncil 1957 when sbe married Colin Darling - a
widower with four children - and moved with bim to live at Wollongong: She published two
books - "Portraic ofa Nurse’ and also "An €astern Incerlude” (1998). Colin passed away in
1970 and Pat Darling died at ber bome in December 2007 - the last of the 'Vyner Brooke’
nurses.

BADDON - Wrs Paddon??? A 'Drs-Paddon ' is lisced by Dr Goldberg - Curth as baving been
one of the women from'che ‘Vyner Brooke" wbo died at Luebok-Lingoe’ (along wich (Drs
Daniels and a (Drs Price). Given that there are'a number of spelling mistakes for surnames
in Dr Goldberg-Curchs official scacemenc in the INAA, plus there was no one wich thac name
or anything similar in the list prepared by (Drs €. Cross in 1942 of the women in Palembang
camp - it must be assumed chac this is actually Mrs €va Madden who died in Loebok -
Linggau shortly afcer arriving in thac lasc and dreadful camp.

RALLIGAN - Sister Clarice ‘Clare’ Isobel Dalligan, VEX 47776, 2.13” Australian Rospital
Group, was born in'1904, the daugbter of €Emily Wacson Dalligan of Kew, Vic., (AWD). In
the bactle against the Japanese ; and afcer the British recreat to Singapore, we know that
Clare was based with the ochers from the 2.13% at the (Dethodist school and , along with
(Dacron Pascbke and six others sbe nursed in essentially a 'froncline ’ sicuacion with
Japanese planes making macbine gun actacks all around their field bospital ( p.96, ORB):
during the bombing of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” Clare was badly injured by a bomb blast ac
the same time as Rosetva Wight and boch ... suffered deep sbrapnel wounds to the back of
cheir thighs and butcocks, wounds that penecraced o the bone ... Parcially in shock and
bleeding profusely, both women were unable to move ..."( p.153, ORB) fellow nurses belped
ber up to the deck and into what would be the second lifeboat to be launched, bowever this
lifeboac overturned as ic bit the sea and overturned , throwing most of its passengers out (
p-160, ORB) nevertheless Clare managed to bold onto the upturned crafc and - in wbhat
must bave been excruciacing pain - endured many bours of this sicuacion before the sea
currents eventually wasbed the upturned lifeboat and its survivors ashore at one end of
Radji beach at about 2200 bours thac night. Clare’s wounds, whilst terrible, were
apparently not quite as severe as those of the other two wounded nurses and she was "...
able to walk and simply needed some stitching and some medication to be guaranceed a full
recovery .. (p.199-200, ORB) - but there is no doubt that she would bave been in agony as
she managed to make the journey along the coast to where the first lifeboac bad lica
bonfire. Clare would bave been in real pain during the nexc two days uncil the time the
Japanese troops arrived ac Radji beach and proceeded to massacre firstly the officers,
serviceman, crew and civilian men from the "SS. Vyner Brooke' before in an unbelievable act
of totally senseless brutality they lined up the nurses near the wacers edge - with Clare and
the other wounded nurses towards the left facing out to sea - and opened fire wich theit®



machine gun. Gbhus ended the life of a woman in the prime of life whose life bad been
dedicated to caring for others in pain and suffering.

DANNAT (married name ALLEROVE) - Sister €llen Mavis (Tell) Rannab, SX 10595, 2/4”
Casualty Clearing Station, was born on 12.1.0.10 in Perch, WA. She was a builder’s daugbter
wbo grew up in Adelaide where sbe began nursing. Der nursing colleagues called ber (Davis
(it seems thac ber busband who she married after the war called ber Tlell'). In August 1940
she enlisted at Goodwood Park, SA. Ghere were a few occasions in ber escape from
Singapore that circumstances meanct she survived almost b against the odds - when sbe
boarded the “SS. Vyner Brooke” she was offered an officers cabin as accommodation buc
declined under orders from (Dacron Paschke and it was given instead to an elderly couple -
this turn of events saved ber life because during the bombing that cabin received a direct
bit and the elderly couple were killed. After the sinking of the ship (Davis "... spent three days
in the water. Some of us , myself included could not swim ... "( pow-of-japan.net -
Winstanley) - sbe bad the view that the fact she could not swim saved ber life ocherwise she
would bave been able to swim over to the lifeboat wich (Datron Drummond aboard and
reach Radji beach and the terrible fate of those particular nurses. Instead she grabbed a
passing liferafc and joined those nurses, who after a day and night at sea were finally pulled
©o shore by a (Dalay fisherman and they soon after walked into (Duntok and internment.
Clearly a strong character who was well regarded by ber colleagues (Davis was the senior
surviving nurse from the 2/4yth CCS and when Vivian Bullwinkel arrived in camp, (Davis
was one of the few senior people in whom Vivian confided the details of ber survival on
Radji beach. During internment (Davis kept as posicive an accictude a possible at one stage
borrowing a sewing machine from a Ducch internee and making new clothes from old
garments (ORB, p.2510 and ety i che nitenment years proving , along wich ber friend
Jessie Simons, to be one of the'bese“choak stranglers” in camp (ORB, p.250). Sbe endured
the deprivation and scafvatien of dhieycars igplDincok, Palembang and Belalau camps .. I
was only 4stone 6 pounds (approx 26 k3) whert libetared and near the end of my tecber ...
(pows-of-japan. Net - Winstanley). After libexatign sbe returned vo Australia and was
discbarged with the ratik of Captain inlage1946! $hé apparently wrote to ber pre-war
friends Joe and (DarjorigAllgroveand fotmd chatDarjorie bad lost ber life in the same
convoy evacuarting Singapore - inface on the SS7Kuala” which was bombed and sunk ac
pom Pong island in dhie saffebioad arca asthe 'SS. Vyner Brooke” and on the same day 9 14
February 1942). Joe had alselbéeit a-PPOW:an dhad survived the terrible rigours of the
Burma Railway camps:She anddoe(Joseph WilliamAligrove), who was a rubber plancer,
struck up a relacionship and they married in1946. Gbey recurned o rubber planting in
(Dalaya where (Davis ran the plantacion’s medical clinic. Gbey bad three children and life
was good uncil the (Dalayan €mergency and its associated terrorist attacks by Communist
Chinese." " After the (Dalayan emergency drove them out of (Dalaya in 1953 they sectled in
Dedbam, €ngland and grew apples ... she fought bard for full enciclemenc pensions for all of
the Australian nurses who bad been incerned and frequently recurned to Auscralia for
reunions ... (book "Gbe Facing Island” by Jan Bassett, p.50) . (Davis died on 29 October 1993
in Australia, shortly after a reunion which bad taken ber and six other nurses who survived
the War back to Radji Beach to unveil the memorial which bas stood there for many years.
Another member of the large group of relatives and nurses which went to Radji Beach on
that occasion remembers thac the seven surviving nurses were badly shaken and overcome
- the sights, smells and sounds of Banka Island where they bad been prisoners was
overwbelming:

BARDING - William Smyche Darding; is recorded by the CWG( as being on the SS. Vyner
Brooke” and losing bis life on 14.2.42 in the sinking; this possibly bas been sourced from the
Colonial Office Register of Deaths which bas ”...William Smyche Darding, Uniced Pacani (
(Dalaya) Rubber Estaces Led, presumed o bave lost bis life on or abouc 14 February 1942 in
the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’, source Searcher Organisacion Clearing Douse. Reg:
D1, Folio 203, Serial 1025 ..." (CORD): also " ... DARDING W.S. [William Smythe] b.1891. Go
Dalaya 1912. Plancer (Danager, Uniced Patani Escaces, Sungei Pacani, Kedab. Lefc wich A.
Dourin c.12/13.2.42. Lost at sea 13.2.42 on the "Giang Bee’, wife was (Dargaret. Colonial
Office Deachs Register places bim on the "Vyner Brooke” buc the diary of a ”G)'i.an‘t;Bee”s4
survivor [6.S. Reis] records otherwise ... (JADM): the Jeyes’ coilet paper record created

S}




\%

\%

secretly by the internees in Changi states "DARDING W S U. PAGAIN BVD P BAIG ...”
(BPPL):

DARPER - Sister Iole Rarper, AANS. Iole was born in Guildford, Perth the oldest of nine
children and the daugbrer of a state crickerer. She stayed at school until she was 18 years of
age and then belped ber mother at home uncil aged 22 years she starced as a trainee nurse
atthe royal Perth bospital. Anecdozally in 1930 she is reported in "Ghe Daily News”, Perch
as ".. Diss lole Darper bas gone to Gingin for a shorc stay wich relatcives ...” . Rfcer
completing ber training; lole travelled to Sydney where she worked ac several large
bospitals. After three years she recurned to Perth to live at home and work at a private
bospital - she enlisted with the AAINS in August 1941 (ORB, p. 49): bome was in Jork Road,
€ast Guildford ("Gbe West Australian”’ 29.9.45 includes an attractive pboto of Tole
Parper)Jole was (standing at 150 centimetres) the smallest of the AANS nurses on the 'SS.
Vyner Brooke” and she was the final nurse to board the 'SS. Wanganella'’ for Singapore.
After the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke' she managed to reach Olive Pascbke's raft where
she banded a small Chinese boy up onto the rafc and it was there , banging onto a rope
trailing from the rafc thac sbe met Betty Jeffrey for the first time (ORB, p.184).Gbe nurses
on that raft took turns to row or sit on the raft, or lower themselves into the water and
bang on( ORB, p. 187) and a praiseworthy tribute to Iole is contained in the book
"Singapore ‘s Dunkirk” where it is observed that “... the raft was being paddled, somewbatc
ineffeccually with pieces of planking., uncil anocher siscer, lole Darper, climbed on board.
lole was wonderful : when not rowing she would get off. swim all around, count everybody
and collect those who got tired of banging on, making them use their feec properly to assisc
in pushing the thing along..."(SD, p. 139). Later during the first night, along with two
(Dalay sailors also swimmingsifi thesea &hey.were swept away by currencs. Iole and Betry
spent 72 bours in the water = thefirstday-aspart of the group around (Dawron Paschke’s
rafc and the rest alone, the two of dhiem sweprdlong by fluky currents and after struggling:
through impenecrable nmangrove swampsifor several days they were ( on 18 February) taken
into the ‘coolie lines’ in(Duncok ( ORDB, p.195)-Whilst interned in Palembang Iole worked as
awasherwoman and ntirsemaid o A Dutebfamily(ORB, p.257)and she was part of the
‘bakery’ team in Palembang which stroveto ".. to1ise every scarp of rice they could beg;
steal or borrow to prodriecijcclerice savouries char they would eicher sell or swap for more
substancial foods ..." (ORB;p:263) . Tn [943£Dr¢ . (Drsh). R, Narper of €ast Guildford finally
received notice that'shewas. interned intSumaera (“Gbe West Australian” 23.10.43). On ber
repatriation vo Australia'GheAuscralianwomens Weekly” ( 3.11.450 reported that when the
‘(Danunda’ berthed at Fremangle .. lche Western Auscralian Iole Darper puc ber arm
through ber mocher’s and would not lec ber go ..." Tole was discharged from the ARNS in
1946 as a Lieutenanc. In 1947 ( "Gbe West Australian” 7.6.47) there was reported the wedding
of Miss Iole Narper , daugbter of MDr & (Drs Rarcourt Rarper of €East Guildford to Dr
Arcbur Burkitt of Sydney at St Macchews’ Church, Guildford. She was atcended by ber
sister (Diss Nan Darper..." there is no mention of the 'Vyner Brooke” or ber POW years but
thereis a photo of the precty bride and ber new busband. Iole Darper died in 1999.

NARRIS - Sister Nancy Narris, NEX 76285, 2/1 3% Ruscralian General Nospizal. Described
variously as aged 28 or 29 years at the time of the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke' Nancy
was presumably born around 1913. Research bas failed to find out much on ber family and
carly life - althougb in the book ‘'ORB' it says she was from a medical family - but she first
appears in regional newspapers attending Balls as a teenager in the Byron Bay area of
NSW. In 1934 when she would bave been around 21 years of age it was reported in the
TNorthern Star’, Lismore, NSW (21.12.34) that ".. Diss Nancy Darris of Byron Bay bas lefc to
Join the nursing staff of Prince Denry Dospical | this was a bospital also known as Coast Rospital
and was merged some 40 years later with two other bospitals to form the current Prince of Wales
Rospital in NSW]. Before leaving she was presenced with a fountain pen by the scaff of the
Byron Bay Post Office...” [Gbis indicates she was probably employed in the Post Office bexween ber
schooling and ber nursing career]. In 1936 there is another report in the same newspaper thac
".. Nancy Darris bas spent three weeks boliday wich ber parencs ac Byron bay before
recurning to Sydney to resume duties ac the Coast Dospital...”. Again in 1937 another paper
("&weed Daily”, (Durwillumbab, 13.1.37) reported thac .. (Diss Nancy Darris after spendiig
the boliday wich ber parents (Dr. & (Drs. 6. Darris ac Byron Bay bas recurned to Prince
Benry Dospical to concinue training....". It is assumed that in 1938 she would bave passed
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ber Nurses exam in NSW. One record states of ber life around this time that she ".. crained
ac Royal Norch shore Dospital joined the staff of the dental bospital on complecing ber
training: Jusc before the war she travelled in Fiji. China and Japan ...". From ber paybook
pboto taken on enlistment on 21 August 1941 (AW(D Archives) Nancy is shown as a slim
young woman with wavy brown bair, bazel eyes and with a confident direct ook at the
camera. After arriving lacer that year in (Dalaya, in a twist of bistory and several months
prior to the wartime boarding of the ‘SS. Vyner Brooke' in February 1942, Nancy and
Vivian Bullwinkel, bad already experienced the layout of the ship because she bad actually
atcended a dinner parcy bosted by Reserve Officers of the Royal Navy on the sbip in
(Dalaya in 1941 (ORB, p.117). After the sbip lefc Singapore on its last voyage and whilsc
under actack, Nancy apparently shared a ‘battle station’ with Vivian Bullwinkel (ORB, p.
141) - it makes this researcher contemplate just what those two women would bave said
during that momenc of the bombing atcack about this their second experience aboard the
ship? Nancy presumably was cither in the first lifeboatc to reach Radji Beach (alchougb this
would only bave been if she was ordered on board that boac to care for the wounded) or,
more likely, was one of the large group of nurses bolding onto the upturned submerged
second lifeboat and accompanying life rafcs which landed furcher along the coast with
several badly wounded nurses. Nancy would bave then walked, with the wounded, along the
coast to the beacon bonfire lit by the first lifeboac survivors. On the day of the mass
murder of the sailors, soldiers, civilians and nurses on Radji beach and as the nurses
watcbed the Japs return from murdering the second group of men along the Breach, Nancy
is reported ( obviously via Vivian Bullwinkel's memory) to bave observed to no one in
particular” ... Its true then , they don't take prisoners .."(ORB , p.214).So Nancy Darris a
dedicated young woman in her [ace twenties, who bad grown up in the peaceful and serene
environment of Byron Bay, was killed for no sane reason with ber close colleagues and
friends on Radji Beach.

hEMPSGED (spelc Nenipstead in some newspapers) — Sister Blanche Dempsted, QFX
22714, 2/13% RustralianG¢neralBospical. Capeain Blanche Hempsced , described as " .. a
quiet Queenslander .|'(ORB, p.93) wasboririn Alfred Street, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane on 9
Seprember 1908 o Percy Nempsted and Bercha' EGuisa Dempsted (nee Doward) . She bad a
younger brother ClaudeRowardRempstedwho tragically died at age 11 years in 1925 when
be fell under a train carriage whilst runningafterthe erain to open a door ("Daily
Standard’, Brisbane, [11,6.25) Blancbe was-only.-a teenager of 16 years when this tragedy
occurred. It seems that she actended Sc@argaret s School in Brisbane (alchougb she
appears in the currenc websiterecords of the ex pupils of Slade and St Catberine’s Schools?)
Rer life from that point onwards appears to be a bectic social calendar of dances, parties
and Balls according to quite a few articles in "Gbe Gelegrapb”, Brisbane, newspaper and this
period of socialising seemed to continue for a decade until about 1934. She was a bridesmaid
on at least two occasions in 1932 and 1934 and gave kitchen teas for the prospective brides
("Gbe Gelegraph”, Brisbane 21.3.32 and "Gbe Queenslander” 29.3.34 - the lacter newspaper
item shows ber as a sopbisticated and very atcractive young woman in the bride and
bridesmaid group pboto). A wartime report on ber being a POW mentioned that she
trained at Brisbane Rospital ("Gbe Gelegrapb” 6.3.43) Blancbe enlisted on 27.4.41 in the
AADNS - ber paybook photo does ber no justice in terms of ber looks. In complete contrast
©o ber earlier bridesmaid’s pboto she is shown on this occasion to be a plain and most
serious looking woman of abouc 5 feet 5 inches in beight. As an insigbt into the personality
of this now macure woman and a measure of ber sense of equity and fairplay, icis laudable
To note that after the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” Blanche reacbed a raft on wbich
were several civilian women and nurses plus the infamous Dr Goldberg. When Dr Goldberg
refused to take ber turn amongst the raft survivors and spend time in the water to give
others arest, firstly Veronica Clancy clambered aboard and gave the arrogant and
uncooperative Doctor a punch in the back which did not dislodge ber - and then Blancbe in
amore direct fasbion climbed out of the water, put Dr Goldberg in a beadlock and dragged
ber backwards into the sea (ORB, p.176). Gbis group were later picked up by a passing RAAF
launch and taken to (Duntok pier where they were captured by the Japanese and - alon§
with Sisters Ashton, Greer, Short and Clancy - interned in the Customs Nouse. Blanche 6
then began the three years of barsb and deprived internment in (Duncok, Palembang and
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the finally (Duncok again. She would not bave been aware that in September of thac year
ber father passed away in Brisbane ("Gbe Courier-(ail’, 16.9.42) leaving ber mother alone in
Brisbane. Gbe following year the local newspaper ("Gbe Gelegraph”, Brisbane, 6.3.43)
reported that Blanche (along with sisters (Dittlebeuser and Grotrer) were “...safe and well
as POWs in Singapore...”]. Later in 1943 Blancbe was able to send a postcard (dated as
(Darcb 1943) as a POW to ber (Dother ("Gbe Gelegrapb”, 7.12.43) and let ber know that she
was in Palembang camp - it shows the typically coded structure of remarks to evade the
Japanese censors - and sbe said ".. Gbe chrill of being able to write after 12 months silence
and to let you know I am absolucely fic and well, in facc never felc beceer in bealch. Dad
crouble wich my ear ac firsc, always do wich ocean wacer, but ic was soon rectified. We are in
a precey licele place. quiet and peaceful, away from any sorc of curmoil. Jou will be
disappoinced to know your album is at the boctom of the sea. When allowed to send parcels
please include a good strong toochbrush for we bave lost everyching; but nevercheless we
are among friends who do their best to keep things and us well and concenced. Sisters
Short, Groceer and Blanch are bere wich me. Keep well and look forward to the bappy day
when you will be welcoming me bome again ...". (Drs Dempsted considers thac ber
daugbrer’s reference to ocean wacer affeccing ber ears indicaces thac the ship she was on
must bave been bombed prior to the fall of Singapore. Blancbe earned a reputation as a
nurse in the POW camps as a bard worker ("White Coolies”) and she survived until the
second and bigh death toll move back to (Duntok camp on Banka Island in early 1945 where
icis clear that years of increasingly barsb treatmenc, diecary deficiencies, neglect and poor
bygiene conditions in these basic camps took ic toll. Blanche developed beri beriand a
serious cough (which the other nurses felc was a developing cancer) and after being
seriously ill for several weeks she died of beri-beri in (Duncok on 19 (Darch 1945. She slipped
into a coma and died within 30 minutes. Rer coffin was a rudimentary box made of slacs of
wood nailed togetber by the other skeletal women internees. Ghis was filled with flowers
and buried in a clearing in the nearby jungle (ORB, p.268-269). It is not clear when ber
mother learned of ber deach - mosc families did noc know until after the recurn to
Australia of the surviving nurses, butthere waslan inserc in the "(Daryborough Cbronicle,
Wide Bay and Burnece Advertiser” , Queensland /18.9.45 which recorded that sbe bad died in
camp and gave ber address'as " Verney Road, €asc Gracefield, Brisbane'. It was not uncil
some 18 months later thatin “Ghe Gelegraph”, Brisbane, "Roll of Donour” column there was
another insercion " Dempsced - Pauline Blanche - In loving memory of Captain Pauline
Blanche Dempsced, Auscralian Army DNursing Service, died prison camp (Duncok 1945 Der
Ducy Nobly Done’".

RODGSON - Sister Minnie Ivy Rodgson, WEX 11174, 2/13” Australian General
Dospital[NB: (Dinnie’s surname is sometimes misspelt, as in the book ‘'ORB', as Rodgeson).
Ghere is lictle informacion on the like of (Dinnie Nodgson at the Australian War memorial
(Duseum website but more can be found on the RSL site. She was born on 16 August 1908 in
Perch, WA, the daugbter of Jobn William Rodgson and concrary Rodgson. Rer facher, who
bad come from €ngland as a ficrer and turner took up farming in Jealering in 1908 (cthe
year (Dinnie was born). Yealering is a small agricultural service town in the 'wheatbelc
region of Western Australia, about 220 km south of Perth (today the population is about
200 and apart from a botel/pub dating from 1925 and a couple of sbops there is little else).
Insofar as ber schooling little is known except for the fact that she actended the
Presbycerian Ladies College in Perth in 1923 (aged about 15 years) buc lefc afcer one year.
Der relatives described ber as "... a good country girl, used to standing up for berself ..."She
enlisted in the 2/13 Australian Dospital Group, AAINS, at Swan Barracks, WA on 14 July
1941 sbowing ber home town as Uealering, Wickepin. Der paybook pboto shows a lean faced,
dark baired young woman who typified the country woman ber relacives described. (Dinnie
does not seem to be mentioned in any of the literacture on the AAINS nurses on the 'Vyner
Brooke” but we know that she somebow made it to Radji Beach by the 15 February and was
one of the nurses murdered by Japanese troops on 16 February 1942. Rer life and work is
commemorated by a plaque on the Lake Uealering memorial gates ac the local primary
school, Sewell Street, Uealering, 6372, WA. Ghese gates were erected by the people of the
Uealering District in 1954 in memory of those men and women who gave their lives durfr’n7g



the War. She is also remembered on Plaque Number 262 in Ronour Avenue, Kings Park, at
Bicron, WA.
RUGKES - Sister Gladys Laura Bughes, VEX 61331, 2/13” Australian General Rospical.
Gladys Nughes was born on 9 September 1908 in the small town of Waikino which is bidden
deep in the beautiful Karangabhake Gorge in the Bay of plenty region of New Zealand. Der
father James NDughes and ber mother €lizabech Shore Nugbes were at the address of 7
Prospero Gerrace, (Dt Albert, Auckland, New Zealand afcer the War. In 1922 Gladys aged 14
years passed ber First Aid exams at Waibi technical School in the bay of plenty region(
paperspast.natclib.govenz). A graduate of Ghames Nospital in 1932, she later took midwifery
training at St Relens Nospital, Auckland. She was also at other times on the staff of
Rotorua Dospital and Pacea Nospital in the North Island of New Zealand. In 1938 she went
©o Australia and undercook private nursing in (Delbourne and was the (Dacron of a
councry bospital in Victoria for three years. (Kia Giaki: Gbe Journal of Nurses of New
Zealand: v.38, p.275, 15.11.45).at the time of ber enlistmenct into the ARNS sbe appears to
bave resided ac 186A Park Street, West Brunswick, Vic( ORB, p. 148). Rer paybook pboto
shows a stout young woman with dark bair and a cbeery smile. On the 'SS. Vyner Brooke'
at the time of the attack by Japanese bombers Gladys took cover with other nurses in the
main bachroom bebind the saloon( ORB, p.148) and after abandoning sbip she swam to the
overturned ( second lifeboat to be launched) lifeboat to join Sylvia (Duir, (Ditz MDictlebeuser,
Veronica Clancy and others. All that night this group tried pushing and swimming with the
lifeboat they were clinging to with its complement of mothers and children and Dr
Goldberg. Gbhey were all later picked up by a RAAF launch which dropped them off at
(Duntok pier where they were taken prisoner by the Japanese in (Duntok Cinema. During
ber subsequent years in interrens Ghdys ayas generally regarded as the best cook in
Palembang camp (ORB, P 258) Gowards.the: ¢itd of the war at the living bell that was
Belalau internmentc camp Gladys was licpogded” to what was called the upper camp whilst
all the other Australiah huf'ses rémained housed in ‘che lower’ camp. Ghe isolation of ber
work as a nurse in the ‘upper’ camp at Belalau was believed by Betty Jeffrey to bave
contributed to ber deteriorating bealeh and morale, for after suffering from malaria and
dysentery for some time sbe died on 31 (Day 1945.She was carried by ber friends to a
sballow grave in a nearby glade and buried tbere Gladys is now buried at Jakarta War
Cemezery, Jakarta, Indonesia:
RUBCHINGS - Dr5 Rarbleen (Dary I?uochmgs 6f 12 Balmoral Rd, Singapore. Wife of (Dajor
P.6. Dutchings SSVFand whodied ity caprivity. She'survived the Vyner Brooke sinking
15.2.42. Palembang Sumatra internee. Died-in caprtivity 12.4.45 [46] Palembang(J(DM):
Kazbleen (Dary Deeks was born c. Dec 1898 in Lewisbam , London: in what appears to bave
been ber second marriage [ in ber deach record ber parencs are (Dr & (Drs. W. Deeks], and as
Ratbleen (Dary (Dears of Forest Nill, London, aged about 31 years of age, she married
Philip Gownsbend Rutchings in 1929 at St. Andrews Catbedral, Singapore [reception was at
the bome of Dr & Mrs. J.C.€. Collinge who was later a leader in Changi Internment camp] (
SFP(A 24.12.29); Philip RQutcbings bad arrived in Singapore in 1923 to join the staff of
Josepb Gravers & sons Ltd ( S&. 17.10.230: be was a active sportsman involved in rugby,
tennis and flying;: by 1931 they were living in Penang: in 1938 a group pboto of Cold Storage
Creameries staff farewelling Philip Qutchings, who was about to go on bome leave, shows
both Philip and Katbleen (56.3.7.38); Cross list says DOD 19.4.45.(SUD): Kathleen
Dutchings is idencified as being on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” from (Drs. €. Cross' list of British
Women Internees in Palembang and would bave been about 43 years of age when she
boarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke”: ber busband also died as a POW in the first year of the
war against the Japanese " DUGCDINGS P.6.[Philip Gownsbend] €ducaced Oundle. Lived
ac 12 Balmoral Rd. Singapore. Wife Kachleen [+Sumatcra] (Dajor ISSVE POW Singapore to
Ghailand. Died in captivicy 27.11.42 Wancan. Grave ac Kanchanaburi..."(J(D).: the official
record is " ... Ratbleen (Dary Dutchings, aged 46 years, civilian, died 12.4.45, daughzer of
William Walcer and Kate Deeks, wife of (Dajor Philip Gownshend Rutchings (SSVR) who
also died in caprivity. Died at Palembang...."(CWGC). [t appears that Katbleen and Philip
died without leaving any family.
INNES - "Innes, Ipob, Killed on board Vyner Brooke ( Civilian Casualties file): Robert Inhes
lost bis life in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” on 14.2.42 (CWGC);this is probably
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based on the records of the Colonial Office Register of Deaths " Robert Innes, J. Wilson e
Co., (Dalaya died on or about 14.2.42 in the vicinity of the Banka straits as a result of the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” (CORD, Folio (D1, Register 206, Serial 1037, source C.in C.
ALFSER); it seems that the correct name of this company was 6.W. Wilson and Co but
nothing else is known of the life of Robert Innes; also NES R, [Robert] of J. Wilson ¢ Co.,
Ipob.Lost atsea 15.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke (JAD(): the secret Teyes' document created by
Changi internees states “... INNES R. 6 W WILSON & CO.IPON LEFG ... (BPPL); ina
coneradictory reporc (it is unclear from the punccuacion in the reporc whecher the
statemenc refers to Robert Innes) the ‘Straits Gimes after the War scaced thac be bad
been in Padang Sumatcra on 17.2.42 (S6. 29.5.46) which leaves open a suggestion thac be
eicher survived the sinking or was never on the SS. Vyner Brooke”.

JAMES - in the book "On Radji Beach™ (p.137) there is a statement, which appears to be
based on the recollections of the Australian nurses, referring to a young woman named
'(Daudie James' being amongst the passengers before the ship was attacked - “... For
optimism and good bumour the nurses couldnc go pasc (Daudie James , a young cockney
girl, newly married to a soldier she bad to leave bebind in Singapore ... ”: given the absence
of any other person with this surname in Palembang internment records (aparcfrom
Nurse Nesta James) or in CWGC records, itis possible that this is *..(Drs (Dildred F. James ,
bousewife aged 39 in 1942. Palembang Women's camp 1942, Sumatra internee. Repatriated
on Antenor from Singapore, arriving Liverpool 27.10.45 ... (JAD): in the lists of women
internees in Palembang internment camp there is recorded a (Drs. (D.F.(D. James buc there
is nothing else to link ber to the woman on the “SS. Vyner Brooke”: pre War newspaper
records in Singapore show a (Dildred James receiving ber Dome nursing cercificace ( SG.
10.7.390 and then soon afcer passing her: Firsg Aid examinacion on Blakan (Daci island
(56.30.8.39) so that sbe could enrolinSe ;obns Hmbumec the facc that she was on Blakan
(Dari indicates that shg'was, mamed 0 Soniepfic iy che Bricish Army.

JADES - Sister Nesta. Gwynecb Tarmes) VEX 39347, 2/ 10? Auscralian General Dospital. Nesta
was born in 1904 in the.(JK (SUM)She was the daughtcr of Mr. & (Drs D. James of
Shepparton €ast, a [Arge agriculturaltowirin northern Vicroria, and she was raised in
what is said to be an affluenc family. She had begiun ber training as a nurse by 1926
(‘Sbepparton Advertiser 21:0.26) andicis notable that ber family appeared for one reason
or another in this newspapenac east onced montb for the next decade, so they must bave
been prominent residents i that cown:Ih 1928 Sheis again mentioned as a trainee ac
(Delbourne Nospital and<he followmg year reportedto bave passed ber final Nurses exams
at that same bospital ("Shepparton Adverziser’ 20.12.28).Gbe same newspaper reported ber
in 1932 still at MDelbourne Nospital but on boliday in Cairns and the Great Barrier reef: then
in 1933 boarding the "(Danunda” (the same sbip that she would be repacriated bome in

1945) for a boliday in Perth to visit friends. In 1938 she lefc (Delbourne to go to
Jobannesburg ("Shepparton Advertiser” 14.2.38) and sbe remained there as a nurse before
recturning in 1939 after war broke out in Europe ("Shepparton Advertiser” 11.12.39).In 1940
she was appointed (Datron of Dunolly District Rospizal ("Shepparton Advertiser’5.8.40).
Sbe enlisted in late 1939 and by February 1941 sbe bad arrived with the AAINS in (Dalaya. She
was second in seniority in the 2/10%" AGR to (Dacron Olive Paschke in (Dalaya. After the
atcack on the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’ and the sbip sinking;, INesta James found berself alone in
the sea - she managed to find an empry liferafc and was taken even furtber away from the
main group of survivors by the strong sea currencs in the area. She drifted wich the
currents for 12 bours, not really seeing or bearing from anyone else (ORB, p.188).€arly the
next day (Sunday) she wasbed up on a beach near (Duntok lighthouse( Ganjung Kelian)- she
went inco the lighthouse where there were two (Dalays who told ber that the Dutch
lighthouse keeper bad fled. Soon Japanese soldiers arrived and proceed to steal the one
bundred Straits dollars sbe was carrying. She went back to the beach where shbe came
across fellow survivor Pbyllis Gunbridge and , after being refused access back into the
lighthbouse by the two (Dalays , they went into the jungle where they were joined by other
survivors from the 'SS. Vyner Brooke'[ researcher’s note: is anyone able to idencify who these
otber survivors were?].Gogetber this group walked towards (Duntok and were captured bgf

the Japanese. As the most senior nurse surviving from the 2/10% AGN Nesta assumed a
leadersbip role in the internment camps (along with Jean Ashton) because of ber age,
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experience and strength of character 9 ORB, p.261). During that time (November 1942)
Nesta’s fatber died in Australia. Whilst in Palembang she was instrumencal in refusing and
obstructing the efforts by the Japanese to use the nurses as ‘comfort women'’ at a so called
club the Japanese officers wanted to establisb. Nesta survived the rigours and deprivations
of the bellish camps in (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau and after ber repacriacion was
dischbarged from the AAINS with the rank of Caprain in October 1946.Sbe later married wich
ber name changing to INesta Joy. In 1947 she was ‘(Dentioned in Despatches’ in recognition
of ber efforc and bravery during the Battle for Singapore. Nesta was interviewed in 1983
and this record is beld in the AW(D. She passed away in 1984 and is memorialised on a
plaque in bonour avenue, Point Walter, Bicton, WA.

JEFFREU - Sister Agnes Becty Jeffrey, VEX 53059, 2/10°” Australian General Rospical. Becty
Jeffrey was born in Dobart, Gasmania on 14 (Day 1908 the second youngest child (of six) of
William Jeffrey and Amelia (Dacilda Jeffrey. William Jeffrey was employed by the General
Post Office, as an accountant in the Postmaster General's Deparcment and bis job meant
frequent interstace transfers. ".. After many years of travelling incerscace, the family finally
sectled down on €ast (Dalvern, Vicroria, the town Becey Jeftrey would call bome for the rest
of ber life..." (www.awm.gov.au/education/resources/nurses). In 1926 betty Jeffrey passed ber
leaving Certificate in €nglish at Warwick Girls School, east (Dalvern( trove.au).Various
sources say Betty worked as secrecary, or a school teacher (ORB,p.41), before taking up
nursing and the AW educational resource bas an unexplained commencthac .. She bad
not been bappy with other bospitals, so bad puc off ber training for many years .." It may
bave been also that ber involvement in a motor accident and the injury of a child in early
1934 in Brisbane motivaced ber to take e up nursing (trove.au). In 1939 Betty passed ber
Nurses Board exams (Gcncralﬂursmg) gmd in 1940 she passed ber (Didwifery exams for the
Nurses Board ("Gbe Z—Xrgus’ ('h)elbourne 14 3,4-0\)\@4150 in 1940 sbe enlisted in the AANS
embarking in (Day 1941,6n 1theé Ze{amd;a fo\r\Q_.JziLx&A in (Day 1941

(www.awm.gov. au/cducatton/resourc@/nursus) Later onthe 'Vyner Brooke' Betty recorded
ber feelings and the eventh arotindber as b mé) struck the sbip (ORB. P.152) she was
lying on the floor of dhemain s: saI'oon with Carolir@ nnis and a large group of elderly men,
civilian women and cHlEiﬂm Sban:ered ﬁags fell all around ber and there were many serious
injuries - some fazal. Betty l(rd agroupof a do? erof more whilst carrying a small child
which sbhe gave to an En‘gltsb-\“?vq_man and returnetitoche saloon carrying out bandaging of
wounded as she wen. ( pRii Py 1556 lSé)"Gb,e Qﬁp bcgan listing badly after the first few
lifeboats were launched and tberemammgpassmget‘s simply bad to slide or jump into the
sea with their lifejacket’s on =ic seénis tharmany people would bave lost their lives during
this process from falling debris, life rafcs and simply the power of bitting the wacer wich the
old fasbhioned jackets. Betty swam between groups of nurses in the sea looking for Olive
Pascbhke (ORB, p.171) and finally found ber on the group of rafts which bad been tied
together. Ghis was the one also carrying Caroline €nnis and the two small children plus
sisters Narper, Grenerry, McDonald Dorsch and Clarke. Becry and Iole Rarper were wich
this group, bolding onto the trailing ropes of the rafts all througb the first night as it was
swirled around the sea off Banka Island by strong ocean currents. When dawn broke becty
and Iole, volunteering to lighten the rafc encered the water again and were swimming
alongside when suddenly the currents separated them from the rafts thac still carried
(Dacron Pascbke, the five other nurses and the two children, and Betry bad to watch ber
friends being swept away down the Bank Straits never to be seen alive again. Berty and lole
were eventually wasbed up on a mangrove swamp on Banka Island that day and spent that
day the following night and the morning of Monday 16 February struggling through sharp
mangrove spikes and being constantly bicten by mosquitoes. On the (Donday, after 72
bours in the water, they were found by (Dalay fishermen, belped to a buc given water and
few scraps of food and after that belped to the main road to (Duntok. Ghey were taken into
the 'coolie lines” at (Duntok and interned with other Australian nurses. Betty then entered
three and a balf years of incredibly barsb and deprived internment at (Duntok, Palembang
and Belalau camps. During this time sbe and Flo Grotrer set themselves up as bairdressers
for the wealthy Dutch internees. She Also became the Australian represencative on the
camp racions committee and apparencly “.. was always the source of a good joke. or an Hen
betrer rumour ..."(ORB, p.262).In the truly borrible Belalau camp betty became very ill with
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the combination of aliments that afflicted all the internees there and ber friend Wilma
Oram was so concerned as to ber survival that she actually bad a grave prepared for ber
(ORB, p.278). Betry survived, was repatriated to Singapore and then on the bospital ship
‘(Danunda’ to Australia and in late 1947 was one of the last to be discharged (with Vivian
Bullwinkel) from the AANS. She worked closely with ber friend Vivian Bullwinkel to
establisb a Nurses’ memorial center in (Delbourne - a living memorial to those Australian
nurse who bad died in all wars and in particular their fallen comrades - an dream that bad
first been discussed whilst in Palembang incernment camp. Gbey travelled all over
Australia o promote their fundraising efforts and raised 123,000 ponds ( ORB,p.307) and
the center was opened at 431 St Kilda Road, (Delbourne in 1950, Betry was the first
administracor of the center and then its patron from 1986 uncil ber death. In 1987 Berty
Jeffrey received the OAM (the ‘(Dedal of the Order of Australia’) and around this time sbhe
also wrote the excellent book "White Coolies” about ber experiences during the war. Betty
Jeffrey passed away on 13 September 2000, just three monchs afcer the death ber very good
friend Vivian Bullwinkel - their work was done and they go into bistory as icons of
Australian nursing.

KREAGS - Sister €llen Louisa MNell' Keats, SEX 11647, 2/10% Australian General Rospical. Nell
Keats was born at ‘Gunyab’ (a private nursing bome ac Norch Unley, a suburb of Adelaide)
on 1July 1951, the daugbrter of (Dr and (Drs C. C. Reats of Dulwich, South Australia (Gbe
€Express & Gelegraph’, Adelaide, 6.7.15).She bad twin younger brothers (one was lacer listed
as '(Dissing’ during the War) and she attended St Peters Collegiate Girls School, Adelaide
('Gbe Advertiser’, Adelaide, 12.12.41). In 1927 sbe is listed as passing ber pianoforte exam for
the School Exams and in 1932 she passed the 'Invalid Cookery €Examination’ conducted by
the School of (Dines - by then'she would bave been about 16-17 years of age. She commenced
ber training ac Parkwynd Private Rospicalin 1933, cransferring to Adelaide Dospital to
complete the course. In1937 she passed ber final exam for the Nurses Board of Souch
Australia and was employed ac the Adelaide Nospital as a staff sister (Realch Museum of
South Australia). Nell enlisted with the AAINS on 3.2:41. A studio portraic of Nell taken in
1941 prior vo ber departure for AAINS service shows a serious, pleasant faced young woman,
of 5 foot 3 incbes in beighz, in ber nursing milicary uniform (Realch Museum of South
Australia) - a similar impression is given in ber paybook pboto in the AWM. According to
the documents in the AWM lodged by (Davis Bannab, Nell's lecters bome from (Dalaya to
ber mother "... were posicively upbeac ... (ORB, p.80). Little else is recorded of the life of Tell
Reats in literature on the 'Vyner Brooke nurses, but we know that she somebow made it to
Radji Beach - possibly by life boat - and was amongst the group of nurses murdered by
Japanese troops on 16 February 1942. Along with seven other nurses from the 'Vyner
Brooke’ who lost their lives at sea and on Radji beach, INell Keats is memorialised on a brass
plaque in the Royal Adelaide Dospital Chapel [If anyone bas more information on the life and
achievements of this dedicated young woman whose life was so brucally taken it would be appropriate
o amplify this record].

RERR - Sister Janet Jenny' Rerr, NEX 6279, 2/1 3% Auscralian General Dospital. Jenny Kerr
was born in 1911, the daugbter of Jobn James Kerr and Ida (Daud Kerr (nee €llwood) of
Woodstock near Cowra (Iote: most records show only one or the other of (Dr. & (Drs. Kerr
as Jenny's parents and the reason for this appears to bave been that they were divorced in
1930).Sbe followed ber mother’s footsteps into the nursing profession - Ida was the
(Datron of Woodstock Dospital in western NSW - and graduated as a nurse at St George's
Dospizal, Padstow/Kogarah?, NNSW. She was a theatre sister at St George’s Dospital for
many years (Grove, "Queensland Gimes”, 11.5.46) and in 1946 a plaque to the memory of
‘Sister Janet Kerr’ was unveiled at the Dospical. Sister Janet Kerr enlisted on 21.8.41 and ber
paybook pboto shows a serious looking woman with brown bair and brown eyes .Not much
is on public record of jenny's life and so we move forward to the fact that she was on the
'Vyner Brooke’ and made ic to Radji Beach, presumably on one of the two lifeboats which
arrived there and furcher along the coast. Jenny, aged 31 years, was amongst the group of
nurses murdered by Japanese troops on Radji beach on 16 February 1942. A newspaper
record of the time ("Cootamundra Rerald” 5.10.45) states "'SGOCKINBINGAL - [chis is in che
same area as Woodstock] - [Janet Rerr] ... was well known and bigbly esteemed by everyone Bere.
She is a sister of (Drs Ken Kerr and a niece to (Drs &. Ellwood and (Dr and (Drs J. €Ellwood
sen. She trained at St. George’s Dospital. Kogarab. and enlisted at the beginning of the



War. She spent many boliday periods bere at the bocel wich ber brother. Der mocher, (Drs
Kerr, lives act Woodstock...”. Sbe is also commemorated on the Roll Of Donour at
Woodstock, near Joung in NSW where there is a beauciful memorial to ber in the town’s
main street. Ghe memorial was unveiled by the Governor of NSW in 1954
(monumencsauscralia.organd Land, Sydney , NSW 12.11.54). Also in Woodstock there is a
memorial park and a playground - the Jenny Kerr (Demorial Park - with a permanent
'sign’(installed and unveiled on ANZAC Day 2015) with a pboto of Jenny Kerr, what is said
©o be the wreck of the "'Vyner Brooke’, and the story of ber war service and the massacre on
Radji Beach. Also interestingly - during the late 1950s/ early 1960s there was a photo of
Jenny Kerr above the door to the (Datron's office at St George’s Nospital because she was
beld in great respect and affeccion by the nurses of that era (ex nurse (Drs. Jan Dodgson nee
(DcDonald). Sadly this pboto appears to bave been lost over the years (ic could be in the
nurses museum ac the Rospital) and it occurs to this researcber that with the renewed
interest and empathy in Australian society towards matcers ANNZAC, veterans and victims
of the major wars thac it would be timely to restore the photo of Jenny to the same place of
bonour?

RINSLEY ( sometimes misspelc as KINGSLEY_ Private Cecil Gordon Kinsley, # 7654688,
Royal Army ordinance Corps, 'Z' Advanced Worksop, . Private Kinsley appears to bave been
a survivor from the sinking of another ship near Banka island - the 'SS. Siang Wo" and
arrived with other soldiers at Radji Beach on the morning of (Donday 16 February 1942
with five other soldiers. Kinsley (named 'Kingsley' by €ric German in bis account as
recorded in BUE) bad been one of the wounded lying on strecchers at the top of the Beach -
wbom the Japanese proceeded to bayonet after they bad murdered the three main groups
onthe Beach (BUE, p. 153) . €ric German.staces that when be returned to the site of the
killings afcer biding in thejungle befound *..Gwo strecchers were empey. One bad been the
old magiscraces’ and che ocher the wounded soldier Kingsley's. What bad become of
Kingsley? ... Gbinking perbaps Kingsley bad survived che bayoneting and crawled into the
Jjungle they searched the immediace area and called bis name. Io answer...”Kinsley bad in
fact crawled into the jungle and some bours afcenthe massacre be beard Vivian Bullwinkel
nearby and called out ".: Where have you been, nurse?” (Vivian became exasperaced wich
bim later and told bim off for calling bim a nurse’ - she was a 'Sister'l De told Vivian during
the 12 days they bid in thejungle thac be was from Uorksbire and bis wife’s name was '€lsie’
("Singapore Burning’ by Colin Smith, p.534). Cecil Kinsley bad survived two bayonet thrusts
©o the lower and upper abdomen ( one of which bad punctured bis lung) during the killings
on Radji Beach .which came ontop of the shrapnel wound be bad presumably suffered in
the sinking of the 'Siang Wo' which bad sliced bis left upper arm to the bone ( p.535) . Vivian
Bullwinkel recalled that all bis wounds became infected whilst they were in the jungle. Afcer
some 12 days they began to trek togecher to (Duntok - incredibly a Japanese naval officer in
an open vopped vourer picked them up, gave them each a banana, and drove them to
(Muncok. Private Cecil Kinsley died in bospital in the POW camp there on 24 (Darcb 1942
and was buried in the cemetery there. ("Singapore Burning” , p. 5353)

RINSELLA - Sister Rathleen 'Kit’ Rinsella, VEX 61126, 2/4" Casualzy Clearing Station
/2/13* BGR. [Note: ber name is occasionally spelt incorrectly as is the case in the book ‘'ORB'
where sbe is called Katherine] Kathleen was born on 18 March 1904, the daughzer of
(Dichael James Kinsella a van proprietor and bis second wife Susan Kinsella (nee Lockens) of
South. At ‘Gullamore’ the family ran dairy catcle and grew potatoes, peas and briefly,
asparagus in Jarra (Narre Warren € districc Family bistory Group Inc). She was the
youngest of five children and attended school at Koo-Wee-Rup North (or Five Mile) before
switching to Cora Lynn State School in 1912 After leaving school, Kathleen trained as a
nurse and was working ac the Reidelberg (Dilicary Rospical when sbe joined the Army on 4
August 1941.She was assigned to the 2/13” Australian General Rospital, and senior nurse in
the 2/4™ Casualry Clearing Station unit and arrived in Singapore on 15 Seprember 1941 (
Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp Distorical Sociecy (Darch 2012). She was one of the older, senior,
more experienced nurses enlisting and was bigbly regarded by ber colleagues at the
Nospital - she also underctook brain surgery theatre support training ac the Alfred Dospical
before being posted to Singapore (Narre Warren & District Family Ristory Group Inc) fA
(Dalaya, a pboto was taken at Gampoi in 1941 and shows Katbleen as a tall smiling woman



with ber colleagues of the 2/4% CCS (AW). As senior nurse of the 2/4% CCS Kathleen was
based at Kluang; then (Dengkibol, and finally Bukic Panjang in Singapore where she was
responsible for a 200 bed facility. Commenct on ber performance include thac sbe ... led the
unic with vigour and compassion...”, .. Was a nacural leader wich a genuine love for those
shbeled ...” and that ber leadersbip was "inspirational’. Afcer the sinking of the 'Vyner
Brooke' Kathleen is mentioned by Wilma Oram (ORB, p.165 ... [Wilma] .... Regained
consciousness [in the sea] and believed sbe bad a conversation with Kit Kinsella who drifced
pasc wearing a lifejacket. Gbat may or may not bave been so as Kic, also, was never seen
again after the sinking of the 'Vyner Brooke'...". She is presumed to bave drowned on the 14
February 1942 Ic seem thac afcer the war if she bad survived, she would bave been given an
bonour like the royal red cross for ber bravery, conduct and work prior to the sinking of the
"Vyner Brooke”. In ber bome town of Cora Lynn sbe is memorialised on the Cora Lynn War
(Demorialac 9 (Dile Road and Bunyip River Road.
RNOWILANE - Keith Owen Frank 'Kid' Knowlayne, dance agent then (Danager, IS Dance
Dall, Seremban. By 1940 Assistanc, NS Aerated Water Company, Seremban. By 1941 Acting
Assistant Dredge master, Renong:. Lost at sea 15.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke (JAODM): the
Teyes' toilet paper secret list compiled in Changi records “.. KNOWLAUNE KD FNS
BENGE? [indeciph]WHGE W Co LEFG 12/2 .." (BPPL) indicating be must bave connections
©o Negri Seremban and Whiteaway € Co: be is a bit of a mystery man because be appeared
out of nowhere in newspapers in 1936 as the new manager at theIN. S. Dance ball,
Seremban, baving been the former agent of ' the Royal Balinese dancers and a female €ast
Javanese dance star named Dewi Dja who bad arrived in Singapore in 1935 as the start of a
world tour ', revivingthe popularity of the NS Dance Rall as a rendezvous’ with large
crowds turning up (SG. 14.11.36 and. S&. 1.12:36) : it bas not been possible to find any other
public records of 'Kid' Knewlayne buticappears.that after bis brief success in the
encercainment business be had a succession of'jobs culminating with eicher Whiteaway ¢
Co (which sold fabrics and linen) or working on the tin dredges of Renong Gin: the official
record after the war by the Colonial Office was '(Dr. Keith Owen Frank Knowlayne, Renong
Gin Dredging Ltd died on or about 14.2:42 inthe vicinicy of the Banka Straits as a resulc of
the sinking of the "SS) Vyner Brooke™ (CORD ,Folio (D1, Register 157, Serial 881, source C in
CALFS€ER): Keith Owen Frank RKnowlayne died 14.2.42 in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” (CWGC - name added in October 2015 as parc of the 'Cold Project’.)
RNUDSEN -Mrs. Adrienne/Adrianna (Darie Rnudsen was the wife of Dr €igel O. Knudsen ,
a mortor engineer and works manager ac Borneo (Dotors Singapore (SFP(DA 9.8.34 and SG
18.5.35):she was the sister of Esmond Anthony Reutens and Emma Ann da Silva - nee
Reutens - and Adrienne and €igel were married on 22.4.35 in Penang ac the Church of Ghe
Assumption ( Gerard van Daren email 7.12.2016):she worked for the firm of Barrison, Barker
& Co., accountants and audicors in Singapore: thereis a lovely pboto of Adrienne Knudsen
atthe races at Bukit Gimab taken in 1936 where sbhe is shown as an , attractive, vibranc
woman in ber late twenties or early thirties (SG. 12.3.36); she is recorded as baving been on
the ship in an aricle in the Singapore Dedical Journal ”..On 107 February. I bad to go into
town to meec my sister - in - law Adrianna Knudsen( nee Reutens). She informed me thac
she bad decided to evacuace. She lefc Singapore by the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’, a faceful voyage
because the vessel was bombed and scraffed [sic] near Pulau Pinang (an island in the Rbio
Group). A large number of passengers lost their lives including my siscer - in - law. [
understand from survivors thac sbe bad been wounded seriously by shrapnel and wenc
down with the ship which carried many Auscralian nurses and evacuees ...” (" Before and
After Syonan-Go”, LS. da Silva, Retired Senior Pathologist, Dept. of Pachology, Singapore
General Dospital. Vol. 26 Singapore (Dedical Journal, 1.2.95): there is also another record
that she was on the “SS. Vyner Brooke” which comes from a post war advercisemenc in the
"Straits Gimes" by a solicicor .. &be undersigned would be very graceful to any member of
the public who can give any informacion as to the whereabouts of (Drs. Adrienne (Darie
Knudsen (wife of €.0. Knudsen) last seen on board 'SS. Vyner Brooke” on 12 - 15 February
1942. She was employed under (Dessrs. Darrison Barker € Co. Signed, €.(D. Gampoe-
_Pbillips, solicicor. 21 Bonbam Building: Singapore ..."(S6. 2.12 45).
LANGDON - WILLIAMS - Mrs. Marion Galloway Langdon-Williams is idencified as befig a
passenger on the "SS. Vyner Brooke' from (Drs. €. Cross' list of '‘Bricisb Women internees in



Palembang 1942': from the 1901 Scottish census we know ber maiden name and that she
was born in 1899: (Diss (Darion Galloway Black, daughzer of the Reverend William Ricchie
Black and (Drs. €. Grace Black of €dinburgh, married Leonard Langdon - Williams at the
Presbyterian Church , Singapore in 1923 ( S6. 3.7.23), she was also the niece of Sir (Dr.) D.J.
Galloway of Jobore and the cousin of (Drs J.6. Campbell: early newspaper reports are of Dr
& (Drs Langdon Williams playing in a mixed foursome of golf at the Keppel Golf Club in
1927 and, in addicion to social /charity work, golf seems to bave been a prime recreational
interest of the couple: (Dr. Langdon - Williams worked as Gown Planner and effectively the
CEO of the Singapore Improvement Grust and was personally responsible for a lot of the
slum clearance and a significant rise in accommodation standards ( see the art deco
buildings in the Giong Babru area) for Singaporean’s in the 1930s: (Drs Langdon - Williams
appears in an Annual Report of the Child Welfare Society , Singapore as a member of the
'‘Committee of Workers' (this was a very successful organisation which employed nurses
and coaches for the ".. uneducared masses ... "in Singapore on the bealch and well being of
their children - Chinese, Indian and (Dalay infant morzality at the time was 200-300 per
1000 compared with a European rate of 15): they lived in a bouse on Pulau Ubin which sxill
stands as a beritage building and is said to bave been built by Leonard Langdon - Williams;
in 1937 (Dr. Langdon - Williams, as (Danager of the Singapore Improvement Grust was
clected a Fellow of the Royal Instituce of Britisb Arcbitects: sadly Leonard died suddenly
around 26.10.41 when be was found dead, fully clothed and face down in a stream off the 177
milestone of Kota Ginggi Road, Jobore ( the circumstances, which were rumoured to relate
©o the integrity surrounding a large contract, remained unclear and were to be the subject
of a Coroners enquiry - but whether this was ever completed in light of the Japanese
invasion only six weeks later.is Unknowny: - that meant that with the arrival of war with the
Japanese invasion only a féwwecks af‘ter'ber bu“‘s;band s death and whilst possibly still in the
midst of the Coroners enqu}r‘y w0 dt:termme*why\hc died so unusually, (Darion was then
relatively alone in the world and'masg bave found it bard o take the decision to leave
Singapore: it is even pos:nbk that bet decision, wa$ clouded by the fact that ber bugely
respected uncle Sir (Ul )~Dav1d Gallo‘way (who wi\$ “by then in bis mid 80s and very old for a
€uropean in (Dalaya at, tb-xc time) bad b¢¢n pcrsional pbysician to the Sultan of Jobore
(wbo was placed undet; tbe"protectlon of the Japaneése during the War) but bad decided
against evacuation - tbe]apahe& did nocirern, Slr David buc be died in (Darch 1943 in
(Meyer Dansions irt S’mgapo_!j wbm sbé bo,at;ded the 'SS. Vyner Brooke” she was 43 years
of age and a member of Singapore sescablished society. It is not known what bappened to
(Darion during and after theattack onlthe SS. Vyner Brooke' but clearly she made it
asbore on one of the life rafts ( or even amongst the group of women and children who lefc
Radji beach before the murders by the Japanese)and subsequently endured the privations
and disease of (Duntok then Palembang camps, before finally succumbing to malnucricion
and disease on the second occasion they were taken back to the (Duntok camp on Banka
Island. Also LANGDON-WILLIAMS Mrs Darion Galloway (nee Black). Widow. Sumatra
internee. Died in caprivity 7.2.45[45] Muncok, Sumacra. Dusband was (Danager/Gown
Planner, No.1 Singapore Improvement Grust. Re died suddenly [suicide?] 11.41(0J(DD).; afcer
reaching Banka Island (Darion was interned in (Duntok/Palembang and then Muntok
camp again where she died aged 46 years of age on 7.2.45(CW6GC).

MACLEOD - MDrs Dorothy (Day DacLeod, wife of Lt Colonel D.6. McLeod [POW Singapore,
Ghailand]. nee Polglase [family in (Dalaya since 1870s]. Educated Raffles Ladies College and
Bruges. Geacher ac the Anglo-Chinese School, Singapore and well-known singer. Survived
the Vyner Brooke sinking 15.2.42. Palembang Sumacra internee. Wrote a recipe book in
caprivity. Described as “..an attractive cheerful lictle women with a lovely singing:

voice..." Died in captivity 1.4.45[59] (Duntok, Sumatra. Son Ian wrote the book 'I will sing to
the end’ [2005]( JADD): Dorothy Polglase was presumably born ¢ 1895, but she did atrend
Raffles Girls School during which time she appears in newspaper reports of the school prize
giving, winning prizes in Arithmectic, French and Reading ( SG. 22.12.06/1.2.08 SFP(DA 1.4.11 )
before continuing ber study there as a Pupil Geacber in 1912-13 when she again won the
prizes for Practical and Gbeoretical Geaching ( SEP(DA 3.5.12/25.1.13): clearly a talenced
young woman from an establishment family in Singapore, sbe was prominent though Ber
life from the time she left school for singing as a soloist in aid of charity fund raisers, such
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as for Dr Barnardo's and the Womens Christian Gemperance Union ( SFP(DA 21.3.18 et al):
she continued this amateur career, performing at Sc Andrews Catbedral, the Presbycerian
Cburch, Vicroria theatre, and the Adelpbi Rotel right up to the years prior to the Japanese
invasion (there is a newspaper photo in 1939 ), with ber final newspaper record as the
soloist at the Children's Concert at the Vicroria (Demorial Rall where she was encored three
times for ber singing of "I Go (Dy Way Singing’, "Gbe Pixie Piper (Dan”, and "Philosopby” (
SFPS 3.4.40). In 1921 sbe married (Dr Donald Gordon (Dacleod (SFP(DA 9.3.21): Donald
(Dacleod was from Inverness and went to Singapore for the eastern Extension telegraph
Co.in 1913 in Java and the Cocos islands. Afcer WW1 (Indian Army) be returned to Singapore
©o join €. A. Brown & Co and was awarded the OBE in 1933 (S&. 21 5. 39 with pboto of Lt. Col.
D.6. Macleod). In ber married life Dorothy attended dinners at governmenc bouse and a
bost of charitable functions - she was clearly a refined and talented woman for whom
Singapore was absolucely ber bome: when the time came to leave Singapore as the Japanese
closed in around the CBD area Dorothy would bave been no different to other women
boarding the "SS. Vyner Brooke” who were also lifelong or long term residents in Singapore
and wbo would bave been torn over whether to stay or go - in particular fellow passengers
Drs. Mary Brown , Drs.. Kathleen Waddle and probably (Drs. (Darion Langdon-Williams
(via the Galloway - Polglase connection). Dorothy would bave known these three women
througb social, religious and educational nectworks.; When the sbip sank Dorothy damaged
ber bands badly from rope burns’ as she slid into the sea - this was a common injury
amongst passengers of many of the evacuacion ships that were sunk (P.79 WBGW): ic is
not clear bow she made ber way to Banka Island but Dorothy was reunited wich (Dary
Brown ac the (Muntok Cinema camp soon afcer they all were captured: despice ber refined
and probably pbysically easy,.lrfc in Smgapore it is impressive to note that Dorothy did not
shirk ber responsibilicies jri thej_)a{embang q@%ﬂ in Irenelaan , where sbe is reported to
bave assumed more thah bgp-‘ffaw sbarg of. Bh(\d L{bour clearing sewerage ditcbes ( p. 109
WBGW): unsurpﬂsmg[y Dprotby a'fso jcook a Ie.axipar‘c in the singing of bymns in the
camps afaccthatis well vecorded in tbc book.berf Ian compiled and, appropriacely, in
almostevery other r&fc%c{xce To tbesetermb[e w s internment camps in Sumacra: she
evencually succumbcé{ To the starvanoq,,d&case. fand barsb treatment at (Duncok camp in
1945 - azalented spirited: \quan wheselifclw, 'Hké so many others, wasted by bruzal,
inbumane and cruel treh;mchﬁtby the ]apal(#s

MADDEN - Mrs Evélypew Maddén (nggl-fbynpc) known as "€Eva’ was born in
Crowethorne, Berksbire ‘- thereis.a: l’ouefy‘pbo‘co oOf ber on the Muntok Memorial Peace
(Duseum website (DMPD): the offidial postvar record by the Colonial Office is ‘(Drs.
€Evelyn Frances (Dadden, widow of L].B. (Dadden died 22.4.45 in Sumacra of Beriberi’ (
CORD. register (D1, Folio 127, Serial No. 760); this reflected in the CWGC record of Evelyne
(Dadden, died 22.4.45 , aged 62, wife of Lewis Jobn Butler (Dadden, in Sumatra (CWGC): she
was the second wife of Butler (Dadden, who bad been widowed in 1909, buc bad already
been married to bim for about 30 years when they boarded the sbip: they bad a sonin 1913,
Noel Charles Butler-(Dadden (who died in 1964); it looks as though Butler (Dadden was a
Contracror in the Gaiping area for most of bis life but bad recired by the time the Japanese
invaded and by then may bave become a (Dissionary ((Dissionary role is mencioned by the
MMPM);when the ship began to sink ... (Drs (Dadden was in the water, she bad all the
flesh burnc off ber bands as she slid down the ropes, and was in a dreadful scace for weeks.
(Dr (Dadden was badly wounded and refused to bave a life jacket, so justc went scraighc
down. She died in camp early this year... (leccer from (Drs Dyrtle Ward to (Drs (arjorie
Gooding dated late 1945); (Drs (Dadden is mencioned (as (Drs (Daddern), it appears based
on records lefc by the Rustralian Army nurses, in the book "On Radji Beach” (p.175) when the
account is describing the group aboard several conjoined rafts who were deciding on which
of them should take turns in the sea "... One exception was made: an elderly civilian named
(Drs (Daddern was in a bad stace emocionally. Der busband of many years bad been injured
in the sinking of the Vyner Brooke. and the couple bad been togecher in the water fro
several bours wich (Drs (Daddern supporcing ber fading partner, who bad died in ber arms
shortly before she was collected by those on the raft. It was agreed she could remain on the
raft..."; the people on these rafts were picked up the following day by two RAAF men in £
launch and taken to (Duntok Wharf where two nurses belped (Drs (Dadden march down
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the long pier under guard by Japanese soldiers (ORB, p.185): so (Drs. (Dadden survived the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” only to become an internee in (Duntok cinema and then
the awful existence in the (Duntok and Palembang camps. She later experienced, probably
whilst very sick, the borrendous and cruel transportacion of the women internees from
(Duntok in 1945 by ship/cactle truck/truck to Loebek Linggau (Belalau) internment camp
where she died eicher as they arrived or immediacely after, in April 1945. (Dany women died
during or soon after this journey. After the War the Dutch auchorities reincerred the
remains of Eva at the Dutch War Graves cemetery at Kalibanteng, at Semarangin Java
where sbe remains today. Gbere is also a memorial headstone in the All Saincs Church,
Gaiping to both €Eva and Lewis Bucler Madden. Ghe MMPD bas a very empachetic page
on the final years of Drs (Dadden. ((DMPD).
MADDEN - Mr Lewis Jobn Bucler Madden, of Gaiping, Perak. A founder member of
Gaiping Rotary Club 1936. Lost at sea 14.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke (JAODMD); the official post
war record by the Colonial Office is ' Lewis Jobn Butler (Dadden, Gaiping, Perak died on or
about 14.2.42 in the vicinity of the Banka Straits as a result of the sinking of the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” ( CORD register (D1, Folio 205, serial No. 1030, source Commander Reid RIN): and
the CWGC record is simply Lewis Jobn Bucler (Dadden, died 14.2.42, busband of €Evelyne
(Dadden, in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” (CWGC): the secret list compiled by
Changi internees ( on 18 sheets of ‘Jeyes' toilet paper) records " ... (DADDEN LJB RGD
PLANGER - DIED LIFEBOAG WIFE P'BANG ..." (BPPL) which evidences that the internees
bad beard be bad died in one of the lifeboats after the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” ;the
licele known list which appears to bave been compiled in Palembang camp by the internees
of those who they believed bad died states * ... (Dr J. B. (Dadden, Gaiping, Wounded in back e
ill.."; Butler (Dadden appearsto have been aolder man, probably in bis early 70s, when be
boarded the ship: the earliest Singapore newspaper report is in 1896 when be attended a
fancy dress ball at the Singaporetown ball (§G. 4.1.1896): bis first wife died in 1909 when
they were living in Gaipingsince there is a newspaper report of the death of Violet Annie (
Birdie) Dadden at Kildare', Swettenbam, Gaiping, wife of LJ. Butler (Dadden with to quote
" she bad been ailing for some days past..’( 6. 11:5.09): later that year be drove off the road
‘whilst adjusting a screw’ into a deep pit and smasbed bis car ( §6. 13.12.09): in 1910 be
suffered some sorc of bealch, issue and spent amonth on boliday in Japan and it was
around this time be is referred ©o in newspapers as “ .. the well known contracror of
Gaiping..." : some time in 1911 be appears to bave married Evelyn Frances (Dadden because
be is reported to be recurning from boliday in €ngland wich (Drs Madden (SG 7.1L.11): in
1913 they bad a son , Noel Charles Buder - (Dadden who died in 1964 ((DMDP): aparc from
aboliday in China in 1922 be drops out of news until 1933 when (Drs (Dadden recurns from
aboliday in €urope and then in 1934 from a boliday in Jokobama: bealth problems
returned for Bucler (Dadden in 1936 when be was reported as being seriously ill in Gaiping
RNospital and late that year both (Dr and (Drs (Dadden recurned to Gaiping from a boliday
‘atDome’ (S6. 28.12.36); even during 1936 be was still active as a Contractor baving builc
the Sitiawan 'landing ground’ and the Gaiping Aerodrome (SEP(DA. 27.7.36); so it looks like
afew years later be bad recired by the time of the Japanese invasion. As someone who bad
spent possibly all bis life, or at least balf a cencury, in (Dalaya be probably found it
emortionally bard to leave until the last minute and so boarded the “SS. Vyner Brooke” as
Singapore was about to fall. It would seem that be either drowned ac sea beside bis wife (see
(Drs (Dadden entry) or in a lifeboat - probably the former explanation. Gbere is a memorial
beadstone to both (Dr and Mrs (Dadden in the grounds of All Saints Cburch, Gaiping;
Perak.
(DARIE??72- there are references to a '‘Eurasian’ 'bairdresser’ named (Darie during the
voyage and also after the sinking, but no surname is known for this person; the first
mencion is by the ships officer, Lt. A. J. (Dann who after offering bis cabin to the Australian
nurses and they not taking up bis offer tells of being approached on the deck by ... a very
lovely looking €urasian girl...”who confessed to bim she bad nowbere to sleep on the sbip.
De immediately offered ber the use of bis cabin and relates how "... over a glass or two of
Dimple Scocch..."be learned a little of ber bistory- “..Der boyfriend bad been an RITVR.
Lieutenanc, killed when bis sbip was bic by a mine off the coast of (Dalaya. Der name was
Darie. I think, and she was very accractive in an €ascern way. I escimaced she was balf



Porctuguese and balf (Dalay, but whatever ic was the result was pleasing ..." (p.53 WBGW);
after the sinking (Darie is mencioned again because she was being refused access to a rafc by
a group of women - this was resolved by firm intervention by €ric German and othersina
nearby (overcrowded and nearly submerged) lifeboat, to quote from BUE "..Screams from a
nearby liferaft accracred accencion of rowers. Gbey were amazed to see a woman being
pushed off a rafc by other women. She swam to the boat screaming for belp. €ric recognized
ber as a €urasian bairdresser named (Darie. who bad busied berself on sbipboard belping
old people and che sick. Ghe all-white occupants of the rafc would spare no room for a
Eurasian. "Gake ber back or we'll capsize you “€Eric yelled. Dis rowing companions supporced
bim, cursed the women for their bard-beartedness and manoeuvred the boat alongside the
raft as thougb to carry out their threac of capsizing it. Gbe women pulled (Darie back
aboard...”( BUE p. 143-144)
MCCALLUD - Miss M. A. McCallum, to (Dalaya 1939. Nursing Sister, Singapore aged 30 in
1942. Palembang, Sumacra internee (JADM): (Diss (DcCallum was appointed a nursing sister
by the Colonial Office in 1939 (SG. 20.2.39): (Diss (DcCallum appears in two lists of women
interned in Palembang (and presumably (Duntok and Belalau) and in the list prepared by
(Drs €. Cross she appears with the cipber ‘6" against ber name indicacing that she bad been
aboard the "SS. Vyner Brooke”. o other information bas been able to be gleaned on (Diss
(DcCallum.
(MCDONALD - Sister Gladys Myrdle McDonald, QX 22815, 2/13” Australian General
Dospizal. " ... Gladys was born on 17 July 1909 in Brisbane o Jobn and Charlotte McDonald
Ner father ran a general store and fruit shop. She bad black bair and an olive complexion.
Der mother died in 1928, when Gladys was 19 years old. Rer fatber appears to bave died
before 1941 because she bas listed ber cousin..(Drs Joan (Darsb, as ber next of kin on ber
enlistment papers. Gladys trained-as anurse-and worked as macron ac the Gexas Districe
Nospital in Queensland; where she was remembered fondly. When the Second World War
broke out she was workingat the Brisbane General Dospital. On 11 July 1941 Gladys enlisted
in the Cicizen Dilitary Force, transferring to the Australian Imperial Force in August 1941
when she was posted toche 13 Australian General hospital of the AAINS. In Seprember she
embarked with ber unicon the bospital ship ‘Wanganella’, arriving in Singapore two weeks
lazer. She was variously detacbed for duty becweenthe 10" AGR, the 13 AGH and the 2/4%
Casualry Clearing Station; caring for the wounded and ill on the (Dalayan Peninsula..."
(Cbristina Zissis, €ditor, (Dilitary Distory Seccion, AW(D) - Ghis article at the AW for
some reason bas ber enlistmentnumberincorrectly shown as VEX 38812. Not a lotelse is
known of Gladys'’ life before enlisting exceprthac, it seems whilst training as a nurse, she
was a prime witness at a formal Dospital enquiry beld in 1930 at the Dospital where she
was working ( "Gbe EveningNews” Rockbampron, 2.9.30). Ghe general medical
superintendent and the (Datron of the bospital were faced with allegacions on their
bebaviour in lectures and inappropriate conversations with the nurses and Gladys showed
confidence and fearlessness in giving ber evidence from wbat is recorded in the newspapers
of the time. She actually resigned from the Gexas District Dospital as (Datron in February
1941 "... o join the AIF nursing staff ..." (Gbe Inverell Gimes” 3.2.41) so there seems to be a few
monchs' biatus before enlistment for some reason. Rer paybook pboto taken on enlistmenc
shows a short woman with dark wavy bair, glasses and a 'no nonsense’ look. Afcer the
sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’' - in company with Iole Rarper, (Derle Grenerry, Jess
Dorsch, Dary Clarke and Bety Jeffrey plus four or five civilian women - Gladys was in the
water banging on to Olive Paschke's raft on which also sat Caroline Ennis wich a four year
old Chinese boy and a three year old €nglisb girl. (Dany of these nurses and the civilian
women were swept away from Olive Paschke’ rafc by sea currents and the last anyone saw
of Gladys was ber sitting on the raft beside Olive Paschke - wich (Dary Clarke on the other
side and Caroline €nnis bolding the two lictle children (Jess Dorsch and (Derle Grenerry
were in the water bolding onto the trailing ropes) as they were swepc down the Banka
Strait. Itis often written in books and newspapers that they were never seen again, buc
new informacion (email November 2016, Dr Neil DcGregor advising that bis mother Sister
Sylvia (Duir who was on the ship was told this informacion in Singapore after ber release
from internmenc in 1945) bas come to light that in fact this raft, wicth the remains of Siéfer
(DcDonald and two otber nurses, was located several weeks later by a sbip in the Indian



Ocean. So Gladys (DcDonald must bave lost ber life in the sea or died still tied onto the rafc
as it was taken by the powerful sea currents thac run down the east coast of Sumacra into
the Sunda Straics and ouc into the Indian Ocean.
(MCELNEA - Sister Violer 'Vi' Irene Dc€lnea, QFEX 22822, AANS. One reference shows Violet
Irene (Dc€lnea, b.1904 Ingham, Queensland. AANS Nursing Sister. Survived the Vyner
Brooke sinking, Palembang, Sumacra internee.(SUM): a newspaper reporc later in ber life (
"Gownsville daily Bulletin” 10.3.26) mentions ber visiting ber parencs , (Dr and (Drs W.
(Dc€lnea of Byanda - which may actually a reference to Byanda Douse” an early residence
in Ingham, Queensland or an area/street of the town of Ingham ac the time. Gbe first
records of Viare in local newspapers when she passed ber ‘First Sectional’ nurses exams
whilst in Gownsville and then in 1928 when ("Gownsville Daily Bulletin” 10.5.28) Nurse
(Dc€lnea resigned from Gownsville district Dospital. [Researcher note: there were two nurses
with the surname (Dc€lnea in that area of Queensland at the time] By 1929 sbe was a registered
nurse in Queensland and seems to bave taken and then resigned from anotber nursing role
at RQugbenden bospital ("Gbe Northern Diner” Charteris Gowers, 29.8.29). After that and
by 1931 Vi (Dc€lnea became parc of the Mother’s Union District Nursing Assn in Brisbane
and moved up througb the position of Acting (Datron in 1935 to assume the position of
(Dacron, District Nursing Assn, (Dilcon, Brisbane by 1936. She continued in managing this
area nursing service and its 11 qualified nurses, through uncil sbe enlisted in August 1941
Gbereis no paybook pboto of ber on the AW(D website but there is a newspaper pboto of
Vi(Mc€lnea, rogether with sisters Short and Smich (who were later with ber on the 'SS.
Vyner Brooke' and in the sea after the sinking) on 29.8 41 leaving Brisbane by train to join
the AANS - sbe presencs in that pboto as an actractive, vibrant looking woman. Gbe book
'ORB’ records that she was ont of eight ADt€lneas from Ingbam in Norch Queensland who
enlisted in the armed forgés in'ebe-Second Weorld War Ic also says that theirs was one of the
districts pioneering fangilics, Also Vi was 38 yefrsiold and a caring, compasstona‘ce nurse
and mentor to many § 9f the youngerwonten in'the BANS around ber in (Dalaya..” (ORB,
0.140).0n the day 147 Eebruaii] of che bonbers “ctacking the 'SS. Vyner Brooke' Vi
(Dc€lnea celebrated her38™ birchddyanda stalltetemony was beld below decks. Once in
the water afcer the shipsank Vi found herself on@raft wich Val Smich (wich whom she bad
wravelled on the train fromBrisbanc) and DavisHAnnab - plus 16 otbers. She made it to
Banka Island, was capuitiéd: and imprisoned by thidJapanese and suffered three and a balf
years of awful treathent and deprivationinche intetnment camps of (Duncok, Palembang
and Belalau. In 1943 "GbeCouirier—- @MailBrisbaric (20 12.43) reported thac a lecter or Red
Cross card bad been received from ViDc€lnea (the paper said she was from (Durgon) which
read” ... Rice as a scaple diet bas ics limications, buc we find we can get used to mosc things.
All 32 of our girls are bere togecher. We cook and look afcer ourselves generally. I do not
recommend sun-tops and briefs for general wear. I bope never to wear them again when the
war is over. We sadly need almost everything in the clothing line. Contracc bridge is our
main diversion. We bave camp concerts occasionally...”. Like many Red Cross cards coming
out of Japanese POW and internment camps the POWs or internees chose each sentence
carefully o try and convey the truch of their existence without causing the Japanese postal
censors to delete their words. Vi (Dc€lnea survived the borrors and rigours of internment
in Sumacra but drops out of sight after the War. We do know that she was discharged from
the AANS in early April 1946 and in 1951 travelled to €ngland to "... combine sigbtseeing and
nursing ...". She passed away in 1984 aged 80 years of age and is memorialised on the Ronour
Avenue, Bicton, WA memorial.
(MCBLURK - this reference will be to Able Seaman Ramilcon MCLUREG who was a crew
member on the ship (see below).
(MCGLADE - Sister Mary Eleanor '€llie’ McGlade, NX 76275, 2/13” Auscralian General
Dospital Group. ‘Ellic was born on 2 July 1902 in Armidale, NSW, to Francis Aloysius and
Agnes Beatrice (DcGlade. Armidale is a city (in facc the administrative centre of the region)
in the nortbern tablelands of NNSW. Soon after ber birth ber mother passed away - it
appears for post natal reasons since later in life €llie "... specialised in an area that would
perbaps allow ber to belp young mothers in a way thac ber mother bad not been be[ped
(ORB, p.45).Rer facher also passed away in 1905 And sbe went to live with ber aunc, mrs?
Walter Scott, of Wallalong, near (Daitland, who became ber guardian. Ghe AW website
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page on ber life records that from ber pre-school years €llie ".. actended St Ursula’s
Convent in Armidale as a boarder - at firsc sleeping in a cot beside (Dother Bercbman's bed
- and as sbe grew it became a beloved childbood bome. On completing ber Incermediace
Certificate in 1920 she bad won prizes for singing; violin, piano. and Cbristian doctrine and
bad already begun to care for girls who fell ill. Gbe School reporc of 1921 noted: owing to the
kind solicicude of their College Infirmarian no one bas a chance to gec seriously ill before she
is reported and nursed back to normal by the indefatigable €Ellie. On leaving school
(DcGlade visited relatives in Scotland and Ireland, recurning to begin training as a nurse ac
the Royal Prince Alfred Dospital in Sydney. Graduacing in 1927 with certificaces in general
DNursing: Cooking and Dispensing she became a (Dothercraft nurse in the Puncer Valley.
(DcGlade often visited St Ursula’s, and was well known there even after ber deparcure. Gbe
1927 School magazine remembered €llie as a’winsome voddler... playing abouc wich Rex. the
collie. or ber family of dolls’ and later ‘as a girl of amiable disposicion, still loved by those
who surround ber ... unciring and unselfish in ber care of the sick...”. €llie appears in the 1927
and 1929 NSW Register of Nurses as (Dary €leanor (DcGlade of Wallalong, Rinton, so ic
appears that after ber graduacion sbe returned to base berself in the small suburb of
Wallalong in the Runter Region of NSW. In 1930 as a young nurse (Diss €llic McGlade
donated the crucifix for the new Ursuline Convent Chapel when it was being built (Ghe
Cazholic Press, NSW, 13.2.30). A decade later, as a mature woman, €llie struck good fortune
("Gbe Newcastle Sun, 22.2.40) and it is reported that a nursing sister (Drs [sic] €. MDcGlade
"... who gave ber address as Wallalong a small cownsbip norch of Dorpech, where she was ac
the time accending one of ber many cases..."won fourth prize of 300 pounds in the State
Loteery. Sbe enlisted in January 1941 and ber paybook pboto in the AW(D archives shows a
woman with an incelligent, actractive face -.with grey eyes - and as we know a strong etbic
of compassion and care. €llie was.inthe2/1 3" Auscralian General Nospitalin (Dalaya and
Singapore and no doubt went about ber nursing ducies wich the same caring attitude for
which she was known. Gbe fact thatthis incelligent; truly caring, compassionate woman
was brutally and senselessly murdered by Japanese troops, with the other AAINS nurses on
Radji Beach on 16 February 1942, remains incomprehensible to the civilised mind. Sister
€llic McGlade is commemoraced on the War (Demorial on the bigh Street, Wallalong and
also on the Roll of bonour at the AWM. Ner pbotograpb is displayed at the Pool of
Reflection ac the AWM
MIGGELNEUSER/MIDDECHAUTSER - Sister Pearl 'MDicz’ Beatrice Dicrelbeuser, QFX
19068, 2/10"” Rustralian GeneratiiospitalGroup. Kriewn variously as ‘Pearl’, '(Ditz’ or '(Ditzi’
(AW website), she was boriren 28 April 1904 in Bundaberg, Queensland to what the book
'ORB' calls ".. large Bundaberg family...”(ORB, p.105).[Research bas failed to provide any
background on ber early life or pre war nursing career and we are relianc on the research from the book
'ORB’ for much of the events of Pearl Dictelbeuser’s last days]. Insofar as ber parencs,
ancestry.com does provide the information that ber father was Jobannes RDenry
Diccelbeuser (died 1964) and ber motbher was (Dargaret €lizabeth Mictelbeuser, plus the
fact that shbe bad one sister Laura €chel (Dicrelbeuser (died in 2007 aged 95 years) - this is
supported by a post war newspaper item whicb adds .. (Drs. A. Paccison of Bourke bas
received word from ber daugbcer ((Drs. ] K. (Diccelbeuser of Kingsford) scacing that Sister
Pearl (Diccelbeuser who survived che frighcful shooting acrocities ac Sumacra by the Japs
bad died from starvacion and lack of medical creactmenc. Siscer (Diccelbeuser was the
daugbzer of (Drs. J. (Diccelbeuser and siscer-in-law of (Drs. J. K. iccelbeuser...." (Western
Rerald, Bourke, NSW, 21.9.45). Pearl enlisted in the AANS and ber paybook pboto shows a
sbort (5’ 3") woman with a pleasant, bair pulled back to a bun and glasses - making ber
look a lictle studious. After the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke' Pearl “... reached a parcially
submerged lifeboac ... probably one of those which bad dropped into the wacer from the
porcside of the 'Vyner Brooke'...". She later pulled Sylvia (Duir onto the submerged crafc
and they were joined by many other nurses, (Drs Bull and ber litcle daugbter and others
(ORB, p.171). She reached (Duntok after being picked up by a passing RAAF launch and was
imprisoned by the Japanese. Once again from ‘'ORB’ we learn that Pearl was a committed
Christian and was elected ‘Caprain’ of one of the overcrowded bouses in Irenelaan
internment camp in Palembang. She was one of those short stature nurses idencified b§”
the Japanese officers in their futile attempt to coerce some of the nurses to work in their
‘comfort’ club (ORB, p. 242) Pearl endured the barsb deprivacion, neglect, malnucrition and
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suffering in the Japanese internment camps in (Duntok, Palembang, (Duntok again, and
then Belalau (Loebok - Linggau in Sumatra) until right up to the end of the War. Finally,
after the Japanese bad surrendered to the Allies (but the Japanese callously did noc disclose
this fact to the internees at the borrific Belalau internment camp and in facc bid the very
existence of this camp from the arriving Allied troops who were searching for the women
they knew must be in that internment camp) Pearl simply faded away, sick and wasted,
curled up in a foetal posiction. Ner best friend Sylvia (Duir was with ber when sbe died, buc
Sylvia was so debydrated she was unable to cry. In a good example of the sick psychopatbic
bebaviour of most Japanese running these internment camps, the very next day Caprain
Seki - the Commandanc of Belalau internment camp - called all the prisoners together and
vold them the war was over and they could now be friends! Ghe War bad ended three days
before pearl bad died!!! Goday pearlis buried in the Jakarta War cemetery, Indonesia.
Probably the best epitapb recorded for Pearl (Ditrelbeuser was the statement by other
nurses at Belalau that “.. anocher of the best loved nurses, Pearl (Diccelbeuser, died ...”
(ORB, p.278) Pearl is memorialised at the War INurses pavilion, cnr. Bourbong € Gakalvan
Street, Bundaberg where clones from an aged rosemary bush believed to bave been planted
by Pearl's family are growing. Other clones of this planc are also in the care of the
Bundaberg Regional Council Parks € Gardens. Ghe rosemary cribuce will continue to be a
part of the annual service organised by the Bundaberg €x- Servicewomen’s Assn. Pearl
(Ditrelbeuser’s name is also located at 96 in the Commemoracive Area of the Australian
War (Demorial.

MOREGON - Miss Dorothy Emily Moreron, Neadmistress, Methodist Anglo- Chinese
Primary School for Boys, Westlands Ave, Penang. Aged 43 in 1942. Survived the sinking of
the Vyner Brooke."..Whilst in-Palembang Women's camp in the Xmas of 1943 she made
toys out of sample cloch pogksfremthelocat/ndian merchant. She made rag dolls and toy
animals ecc. She was a schookteacher:and gococher people to belp ber...” Sumatra internee.
Repacriated on 'Ancenoi™ffom Singappreiarriving Liverpool 27.10.45. Died 1984 South
Glamorgan (SUM): simply lisced as D.€. (Doreron,she appears on the list of women
internees in Palembang-camp as bavingbeen-on the['SS. Vyner Brooke” by (Drs €. Cross:
the first reference to Dorochy (Doreton isin 19305vhen sbhe appears as the Ipob delegate at
the Dalayan JWCA Conference in'Kuala Lumpur (SFP(DA 16.12.3) where sbe appears to
bave been working asa.()ethodist missionany: it 1931-she was again the Ipob delegate: in
1932 sbe played bockey foreheIpoh JWEA (S&:21 9.32) and later that year is listed as the
Ipob delegate again at the UWEA-Contference; in.19335he was on the Kinta Committee of
the Perak Badminton Associaeion ( 86!7.2.33) and in June of that year recurned to the UK
on 'bome leave” on the 'SS. Naldera’ (SFP(DA. 78.6.33): sbe recurned to (Dalaya from
€ngland in 1934 to take up work as a missionary for the (Dethbodist mission in Penang
(SFP(DA 13.3.34) and at some stage thereafter became the Deadmistress of the Primary
School of the Anglo -Cbinese School for Boys, Westlands Avenue, Penang ( (Dethodist
(Dalaya Conference records 1937-1939, source is images.library.yale.edu); it is interesting to
note that on the "SS. Vyner Brooke’ were several Anglican (Dissionaries together with at
least one other beadmistresses of a school plus others with involvement in schools and
social work: it is noc known bow she reached Banka Island afcer the sinking but she then
endured the borror of MDuntok, Palembang and Belalau internment camps and survived: in
1977 sbe was the auchor of the book ” An Irishman In (Dalaya: the biograpby of Jobn Lowe
Woods ” ( be was an advocate and solicitor in Ipob, Federated (Dalay States at the time
Dorothy was working as a missionary in that town. A bandsome man who bad presumably
impressed Dorothy with bis work in fundraising for the establisbment of a home for
desticute and abandoned boys in Ipob in 1933 when the Depression years bad forced
families to abandon their cbildren); as recorded by Jonachan (Doffatt in the Sumatra
internees database, above, sbe died in South Glamorgan in 1984.

(DUIR - Sister Sylvia Jessie Mimmi uir, QFX 22816, 2/13" Australian General Hospical.
Sylvia was born on 24 August 1915 in the small country town on Longreach, in central west
Queensland (about 700 km west of Rockbampton). She was the daugbter of (Dr. & (Drs. R
F. Duir of that town - from contemporary newspaper items ber father seemed to be
involved in grazing and borse feed businesses. She received ber nursing training ac the 70
[Brisbane] general bospital and was, at the time of ber enlistmenc, nursing at Ingbam
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("Gbe Gelegraph”, Brisbane, 29.5.41).Sbe enlisted on 29.5.41 and there is a pboto in the AWM
archives of Sylvia - showing an atcractive young woman wich a face thac conveys the
impression the person is someone used to presenting berself in theatrics or entercainment.
When the 'Vyner Brooke’ was attacked by bombers, Sylvia was quite close to the blast of
one of the bombs ( an elderly Englisbman sitting nexc to ber was concussed and may bave
suffered the 'bomb blast’ effects which often show no sign of external injury, ORB, p.153).
Once in the sea Sylvia was grabbed by a panicking Chinese man and could only break bis
grip with the assistance of fellow nurse Joyce Gweddell (ORB, p.170). She then swam to the
partially submerged lifeboat which ber friend Pearl (Dictelbeuser bad already reacbed. Ghey
were joined by (Drs Bull and daughrer, Sisters Clancy, Bugbes, Raymont, Gardam and
Asbton plus a few other civilians and crew.. Gbis group were evencually picked up by a
passing RAAF launch with two young airmen steering ic and then taken to (Duncok pier
where they were captured by the Japanese and interned in (Duntok cinema.. Sylvia then
suffered the next three and a balf years in the barsb and severely deprived conditions of
(Duntok, Palembang and Belalau internment camps. Ghe book’ ORB' tells us that she was
a'commicred Christian’ in the camps and showed a talent for flower arranging; plus ber ".
background in amaceur theatrics ..."(ORB, P.246) came to the fore again. In April 1943 ber
mother, (Drs. RF. Muir of Rome Street, Brisbane received news that ber daugbter was a
POW in (Dalaya ( "Gbe Gelegraph”, Brisbane, 5.4.43)Like other survivors of the camps Sylvia
was repacriaced first to Singapore for some recuperacion and then to Australia on the
bospital ship ‘(Danunda’. She was discharged from the AANS in (Day 1946 with the rank of
Lieutenenant and on December that year she married Cpl. Colin (DcGregor, ALF (and also
an ex POW) whom she bad met in 1941 when be was admitced to ber bospital in (Dalaya.
Sylvia and Colin moved to a da‘iry farm !—“B . NSW.. After Colin's sudden and unexpected
death sbe later recurned &6, B'(IS__b&n'E—Iﬂ cbe,l*}, D ther is a recording of an interview with
Sylvia on ber cxpenencé H\y(f) ‘ 2§8§)§§'ltvhl(l)c6regor passed away in 1999 - the
same year as ber comt:aﬂc Jole Dirp‘!tr

MURRAY- Mrs @.(), C?)urmy aged31 in 19% S[J ved the sinking of the Vyner Brooke.
Palembang; Sumazrd lﬁtémcc (SUO’))?“ Ebls ma)lﬁ duplicacion/error wich (Drs. €na
(urray below. \ % ¢ \ . ﬁ [

MURRAY - "Mrs €.]. (I)u)l‘h}y hu$band'm G_','b ngl fis listed amongst the women internees
in Palembang who badbeén ~hﬁmzbe 'SS. V., “Brooke'by (Drs €. Cross: she is also
mentioned as being’on }:bé’HSﬁ' YYner Bt’ooke WS'be‘Agh Brown in ber diary: €na (Durray
was the wife of Kenneth Scote (I')ut:rﬁy_and' she would bave been about 33 years of age when
she boarded the 'SS. Vyner Bregke': Reénneeh (Durray was interned in Changi prison and
then Sime Road camp , be was listed with the occupation General Derchant, Import e
€xport and that bis NOK was "Drs €. J. (Durray, ¢/o Shanks € Co., Barrbead, Scocland”:
€na’s father James Nope , and mother (Dargaret bad also been interned in Changi and sadly
James Nope died in Changi on the first day of internmenc ( 17.2.42) aged 65 years: in the
Sumazcra List on the website of the (Dalayan Volunteers Group she is listed as * ... MDrs €na
Jessie Durray, b.1909. Wife of Kenneth Scotr (Durray ‘Ken' Building Dept. William Jacks e
Co. Lrd. Re was a Changi internee. Daughzer Sally was evacuated [sic, Sally was the
daughzer of Norab]: €na was the sister of Nora Chambers [see above in this memorial
document]. Palembang, Sumatra internee. During the three plus years of internment €na
‘adopred’ and ... proved totally devoted ..." to lictle June Bourbill whose mother bad been
killed during the bombing of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” or in the sea after. Gbis included
making at least one bigbly dangerous black-market sorcie through the barbed wire fence
surrounding the Palembang camp in search of food for June and also €na’s sister Nora who
was ill with malaria (P.128, WBGW): in (Duntok camp in October 1944 when volunteers were
needed to clean and empry overflowing latrines, she and Nora Chambers plus Audrey
Owens are recorded in Phyllis Brigg's diary as "...these splendid people who did this filchy
and nauseating task..." Repatriated from Singapore wicth busband Kenneth on the 'Cilicia’,
arriving Liverpool 27.11.45. Returned to Singapore 1946. €na died 1995. Rer pboto is on
ancestry.com and there is one of ber in WBGW p. 50-51:€na and Kennech, lacer in life,
moved to the island of Jersey where ber sister Norab and busband Jobn were living (
WBGW)




>  (DUSGILL - It seems that (Darjorie B. N. Dustill, who appears to bave been born c. 1908,
must bave arrived in Singapore in the early or mid 1930s to work in nursing because the
first newspaper report is in 1939 when she left on the 'Ranchi’ for Europe, which may bave
been ber first bome leave since this was usually only grancted at after at least three years
service in (Dalaya and Singapore ( SG. 15.6.39): there is a post war newspaper article in which
she is mentioned under the beading * Gracing of the (Nissing Continues” and reports thac
(Darjorie B.1N. Mustill, nursing sister Jobore, who was last seen in the sea after the sinking:
of the "SS. Vyner Brooke": then the official record of (Darjorie Beatrice Naomi Mustill,

SRIN, SCD, aged 34 years, civilian, died 14.2.42 in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke,
daugbrer of Grace Mustill, Digh Street, Over, Cambridgesbire, England. Reported lost ac
sea off Singapore (CWG(): other records show MUSGILL (Ds Darjorie B.1N. SR from
Over, Cambs. Colonial Service Nursing Sister, Jobore. Lost at sea either 14.2.42 or 17.2.42.
[According to Straits Gimes and Colonial Office Deachs Register on Vyner Brooke
15.2.42].(JADD); MDiss (Darjorie B. N. Musill, Malayan Nursing Service, died on or about
14.2.42 in the Banka straits as a result of the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, source C.in
C.ALFSEA (CORD Reg.(D1,Folio 196, Serial 1001); (Darjorie Dustill is also remembered by
the Royal Britisb Legion with a record which adds to that of the CWGC with ” ... Reporced
lost at sea off Singapore, ship not known. Grace grew up in Over and was the daugbzer of
Borace and Grace (Dustill who kept the Golden Lion in the Digh Street. She bad trained as a
nurse and taken up employmenct in the €ast o be a Sister. She was caugbt up in the
evacuacion of Singapore and was on a ship thac was torpedoed and sbe was presumed
drowned See Over. St (Dary....(Royal British Legion Roll of Donour websice and also the
Over St Dary Church website where (Darjorie (Dustill is remembered on a plaque in the
cburch with other people wholosttheir lives during the Second World War): so it appears
that (Darjorie survived the bombing of the sbhipbut (as most nurses on the ship bad been
instrucred to do so) did not attempt to board a lifeboat and was last seen swimming for
ber life in the sea after the sinking.

» NEUBRONNER - Mrs.Olga MaryIleubronner, -LDB SRIN Wife of 6.V. Colonial Service
Nursing Sister - Senib-SuperintendentiStjobn s Aimbulance Brigade, Singapore. Survived
the sinking of the VynciBrooke:She was ill whertbrougbt into (Duntok bavingbad a
miscarriage when ber ship went down (accordingte the diary of Pbyllis Briggs Olga bad
been on the "Kuala’ but'chis mdy be an errev): In October 1942 sbe was sent wich Gurner,
acalister and Cooper towork ifv-a nacive hospicatand did so uncil April 1943 when the
Kemperai, for no apparent i¢ason, pucthefour Bricish sisters in small cells in the local gaol
where they suffered qreat bardship. While.inrprison Olga started to write poems. Afcer
about six months they recurned to Palembang camp but Olga never really recovered.
Palembang, Sumatra internee. Died in captivity 22.3.45 [39] Muntok (SUM): Olga (Dary
Gunner, daughter of (Drs. Isabelle B. Gunner of Winchmore Rill, London bad married Guy
Neubronner in 1939 at St Andrews Cachedral, Singapore (in the pboto in SEP(DA 27.4.39
sbe is a very attractive young woman); ber busband was IN€UBROIMER G.V. [Guy Vivian]
€D b.1897 KL. WW1 Lt on the Western Front. Incorporaced Accouncant: Assistant €vace &
Co. NGS Building; Singapore. Lt ISSVF 2 i/c Intelligence Platoon POW Singapore to
Ghailand. Wife Olga [+ Sumatra]. De remarried 1948 Eleonor (Dary Dicchon at Singapore.
Post-war Caprain SVF. Left for the UR. Wife Tell’ died 10.54 at Reigace. A member of BAD
cill 1973. Died 21.3.74 Reigace, Surrey. (J(D(D): from newspaper reporcs be bad accended
school in Singapore ( be was a prolific supporcer of Old Rafflesians).. a J(DCA cricketer and
avery active bockey player in the 1920s and 1930s: in the book " On Radji Beach” which
seems to largely reflecc the experiences of the Australian Army nurses, there is an accounc
of Olga after the sinking being on one of the conjoined rafcs with 23 women and nurses
(p.175) and being allowed to stay out of the water like most because she was seven months
pregnanc. Ghe book later recounts bow that group were picked up by an old motor launch
wbich took them to (Duntok wharf and belped all the passengers disembark, it states “..
Gbe ongoing trauma proved too much for Olga INeubronner who. calling for assistance,
collapsed in agony ac the end of the jecty. In labour and pain, Olga delivered a scillborn
baby surrounded by the nurses who could only bug ber and clean ber up ..." (p.180-181 ORB):
Olga Neubronner appears in the 'List of Bricisb Internees in Palembang’ compiled by Whs.
€. Cross :an account of ber life, buc with a different explanation for the still birth of Olga's
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baby appears in the Neubronner family website” INeubronner in the far €ast”
(Neubronner.com), where are also displayed some of Olga’s poignant poems revealing a
woman with obvious education and emotional depth, and the relevant section is quoted
bere exactly as it presents in the website:

/s cestified by ber brother €11 Gunner, Olga (Dary Gunner was born in €Enfield
(Diddlesex, London on 31°° October 1905. She was educated at a private school and on|
graduacion became a governess until 1931 when sbhe decided on a nursing profession. Sh
as trained at the Universicy College Nospital and graduated in 1935. Sbhe also became a
certified (Didwife. In 1936, she joined the Colonial Service as a Nursing Sister and was posted
to (Dalaya where she rose to be Sister-in-Charge of the Changi Colonial Dospital i
Singapore. Ghere she met and married a lawyer, Guy Vyvian Neubronner in 1939 an
ubsequently left the service. Gbe couple recurned to Olgas bome in €England for their
honeymoon but were soon to recurn to Singapore when war was declared. Guy was a
officer in the Straits Sectlement Volunteer Force and promptly rejoined bis unic while Olgz
joined St. Jobns Ambulance Brigade as Senior Superintendenctpparently, when the Vyn
Brooke sank, Olga and others drifted on a rafc for some 40 bours. Ghey missed the beach)
bere the massacre occurred as did several other rafts. It was on the rafc that Olga gav
birch to ber only child, a son. Sadly, the baby survived for only a few bours. Daving]
eventually [anded on another part of Banka, Olga and another €Englisb nurse were found
andering in the jungle by some locals. Ghey were taken to a convent or a mission wher:
they spent some time and were apparenctly well looked after. Ghey were working there as
nurses when the Japanese discovered them. Gbey were taken to a POW camp in (Duncok i
the € of Banka just across from the mainisland of Sumatra. Gbere Olga was reunited
ith the surviving nurses from the Vyner Brooke. Gbus began ber internmenc. Over th
next three years she was to suffer dismal conditions and creatment. Later in 1942, th
internees were moved toPalembang and back again to (Duncok in late 1944

During ber ordeal, Olga found time to compese over 20 poems which give a moving insight

feelings and experiences. In facc Jessie’Simons, in ber book, mentioned the well
respected missionary (Dargarec Dryburgh who also wrote poems and put
Olga’s poems to music which were sung at camp concercs. Sadly, neither Olga

nor (Dargaret were to survive theirimprisonment. Olga died of dysentery and
malnucrition on the 2™ of (Darch 1945 while (Dargaret died a liccle [ateron another
terrible journey to another.camp at Lubuk Linggau. Gbe rescued nurses
who recurned to Singapore told €11 that Olga and (Dargaret gave their lives so that
the children migbtlive. Gbey gave much of their meagre rations to the little ones”.

> TEUSS - Lt. Rachleen 'Kach' Dargarec Neuss, #1EX 70527, was born in 1911 the daugbter of
Jobn Denry Neuss and (Dary Cacherine Neuss (sadly sbe died in 1942, the same year as
Rath) of Inverell, and was described as a brown eyed, darkbaired woman: she bad atcended
Inverell Digh School in norcthern NSW during 1927-28 before training as a privace nurse in
Inverell. Ratb Neuss enlisted with the 12% Auscralian General Nospital and served in
(Dalaya and Singapore. At the time of boarding the "SS. Vyner Brooke” she was aged either
30 or 31 (ORB 127) and , along with Winnie (Day Davis and Pat Gunther, was ordered
amongst the various duties of the Australian Army nurses on board to be responsible for
the forward parc of the ship (ORB, p.148). When the ship was bombed sbe "... received a
nasty shrapnel wound from the bomb that bit aft. Struck in the lefc bip, she struggled to
walk and bad to be belped onto the deck by Wilma and (Dona..." (ORB, p.154); when time
came for evacuacing the ship and the second lifeboat was being filled wich the elderly,
motbers and children and the more seriously wounded nurses Kath Neuss bad to be
pracically carried all the way into the lifeboat ( ORB, p.159). Presumably landing on Radji
Beach in the lifeboat, Kath Neuss was definitely murdered by the Japanese on the beachys
along with the other Australian Army INurses - whetber she was amongst those told to
walk into the water and killed or whether she was amongst the wounded on stretchers



bruzally bayonered to death is unclear. She is remembered on the Inverell Roll of Ronour
and atree is planted ac the RSL branch in Inverell in ber memory.

ORHAQ - Sister Wilma €lizabech Forscer Oram, VEX 5878, /13" Australian General
Nospital (attached to 2/4™ Casualty Clearing Station). Wilma Oram was born on 17 August
1916 at Glenorchy, a town in the Wimmera district of western Vicroria ("Gbe Australian
Women's Register”). Gbe earliest newspaper record is of Wilma winning second prize in the
Drawing Book competition at the (Durtoa Show at Lake (Darma ("Gbe Norsham Gimes".
28.10.24). Sbhe started training as a nurse at Warrnambool Base Rospital - apparently a
reserved young woman - and became great friends wich (Dona Wilton (ORB, p.45). In 1937
she graduated as a nurse (angellpro.com) and the following year moved to (Delbourne. In
(Day 1940 Wilma and ber friend (Dona decided to volunteer and a year later they were both
called up for service. Wilma appears to bave been a very social person and lecter writer
bome of ber experiences in (Dalaya - in October 1941 sbe and (Dona both attended a Ball
given by the most prestigious Sultan of Jobore. In the book 'ORB’ (p.152and p.170) thereis a
good detailed explanacion of Wilma's experiences during the bombing of the 'Vyner Brooke’
and the aftermatb once the sbip sank. During the bombing Wilma atcended to an elderly
€nglishman who bad been fazally wounded by shrapnel and be died whilst she cared for
bim. Ner own legs were badly gasbed by flying glass during the bombing, but sbe and (Dona
(both injured) still belped Kathy Neuss up onto the deck of the sbip and into a lifeboac. She
and (Dona then jumped into the sea and Wilma received a blow to the bead from a liferafc
falling from the sbip - it knocked ber out and tragically (Dona Wilton was killed by anotber
falling liferafc. When Wilma regained consciousness she believed she saw and conversed
with fellow nurse Kit Kinsella who was drifting past in a lifejacket - this was to be the last
time anyone saw Kit Kinsella- Wllma foundaliferaft and was soon joined by (Drs Dorothy
Gibson - that night the ;ﬁ?o oF ;bem-werc sm‘a}ng quietly on their liferafc drifting at sea
when they were almoscfur gbwn by the Jaﬁa{msc invasion fleet atracking Bank Island. At
daybreak they padd[cd asborc wa bea;ch and were prompt[y captured and taken to the
(Muntok Customs bofise fbr mternmcnt Wlln}a vqaé the one who looked after Vivian
Bullwinkel when sho {oe \;fas brougbt trwomtcrtm © after ber weeks of ordeal - it seems
that the shock of the d¢ath of betfriend Dona was a motivating factor for Wilma to make
a special efforc wich V1V1an Iéullvmhkelwbo waé delitious when interned for the first time.
Wilma then began tbrecgndd Balf years oft arsb’anki -deprived internmenct - at one point
she was punisbed fohnpt B‘megto a]apanes,g s(:rgcqnt major and was, with Vivian
Bullwinkel, mad e to sgand bareheaded inchc bortrepical sun for an bour. By the end of
the war Wilma was wasted and-sick in theawful Belalau internmenc camp. After
repatriation to Australia on the bospital sbip '(Danunda” with the other surviving nurses,
Wilma concinued nursing for some years. In 1946 she married Alan Joung 9 who bad been a
POW of the Germans) and they settled on a dairy farm ac Cardinia in souch Gippsland,
Victoria. Gbey raised four sons. After the death of ber busband in 1991 Wilma became very
involved in local and State RSL activities. A biograpby was wricten about Wilma
Oram/Joung "A Woman's War: Ghe exceptional life of Wilma Oram Joung’ by Barbara
Angell. Wilma passed away on 28.5.2001.

OXLEY - Sister Christian Sarab (Dary ‘Chris’ Oxley, QFX 19073, 2/107" Australian General
Nospizal. Cbris Oxley was born on 7 June 1912 in Charters Gowers, Queensland (ORB, 168).
Research bas not determined the names of ber parents. Ghe earliest reference to berisina
local newspaper ("Gownsville Daily Bulletin”, 25.11.22) when 'Chrissie Oxley’ actended the
'Children’s Dazzle Ball’ wearing “... white voile, prettily inserted Val and lace, mauve sasb ...".
Some years later ("Freemans Journal’, Sydney, 19.12.29) a teenage 'Cbrissie Oxley’ won a
prize for needlework whilst at St Ursula’s College, Armidale, NSW [this was the Ursuline
Convent in Armidale, NSW, and in 1976 this college amalgamated wich De La Salle College
©o form O'Connor Cacholic Righ School]. Ghis period of ber life must bave strongly
influenced Chris Oxley - in the book ‘ORB' it is stated that she was probably the most
deeply religious of all the 'Vyner Brooke' nurses. In 1931 the "Glen Innes €Examiner”, NSW
(8.9.31) recorded that "Murse Chbris. Oxley” of the local District Rospital [Glen Innes District
Dospizal] is bolidaying in Brisbane. In 1934, aged 22 years, Cbris appears on the electoral roll
in Richmond, NSW and then in 1936 on the rollin Lilley, Queensland. During this time He
passed the ‘Didwifery Branch’ exams of the Nurses Registration Board whilst working at
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Women's Rospizal [presumably the Crown Street Womens Nospizal], Sydney ("Sydney
(Dorning Nerald”, 19.6.36).In 1939 Chris Oxley assisted at a Bridge benefit event raising
funds for the Queensland Busb Nursing Assn ("Gbe Courier-Mail’, Brisbane, 1.12.39). It is
not known when Cbris enlisted in the 2/10"” AGFR but she duly went to (Dalaya and
Singapore and eventually boarded the 'Vyner Brooke’ with the other nurses. Afcer the ship
sank and the nurses were all struggling in the wacer, ber strong religious beliefs obviously
came into play because as described by 'ORB’ (p. 168) ".. a practising and devout Cacholic...
[Chris] was praying quite loudly...”, another nurse told ber to shut up and grab an oar and
get the rafc away from the debris, bodies and chaos lefc by the foundering sbip - “...chen
you can pray ...".Chris reached Banka Island and began three and a balf years of barsh
internment and awful deprivacion. At the final camp, Belalau, which was the worst of all
camps the book’ ORB' tells us ( p.281) that Chris , facing almost certain death from
starvation in August 1945 gave ber dental plate/bridge which bad a lictle gold inicto a
9Javanese0 guard to sell for money she could use for food. Gwo days lacer the Japanese
Commandant of Belalau camp, Seki, announced the end of the War - luckily the guard bad
not yet managed to sell the important dental ficting and recurned ic - the Japanese then
produced all the food they bad bidden from the internees. Nevertheless Cbris Oxley was in a
serious way and bad to spend time recuperating in bospical in Singapore on ber way bome -
a pboto in the "Sydney morning Rerald” (17.9.45) showed a pre-war pboto of ber as an
atcractive dark baired woman in ber ARINS uniform and then a few weeks later the ‘Glen
Innes €Examiner” (9.10.45) bas a photo of ber lying in a bospical bed in Singapore identified
as ".. Sister C.S.(D. ‘Chris’ Qxley who trained ac Glen Innes Districc Dospical, calking by
radio to ber bome in Clayfield, Brisbane ..". Cbris was discharged from the AAINS in early
1946 and the following year was awardegd-"(Bentioned in Despatches” for “Services rendered
whilst in Japanese bands “ob¢nexetime Chyis ©)xley appears in the newspapers is in 1952
when she announced bet engaqemerie zolJarhes Bennion ‘Ben' Price and partied ac the
Surfers paradise Rotel (“Sotich CoaseBullecin"y13.552) - they were married in April 1952 -
and the trail of ber life was los€by the researeber-of this document. In 1994 (Drs Christian
S.(D. Oxley Price diedon- 16 April and wasburicd atiAllambe (Demorial Park Cemertery,
Carrara, Queensland.
PAPINEAU/POPINEAISIC) - PAPINEAU € J). A miner, Renong Gin. Aged 22 in 1942. Lefc
Singapore on the Vyner Brooke[sunk]. Palembang Stunacra internee. : Gbe "Jeyes” list
records "... PAPINEAU €. RNONGGIN GULNRIE P'BANG..." (SUD): this was Emile ‘Sonny’
ichael Papineau, born 1920 inRenong—-be survived the sinking of the “SS. Vyner Brooke”
and was then interned in (Dimcok and Palembang : be is shown on the list of British men
interned in Palembangas '€.(D. Papineau'’; be attended St. Josepb's Institution and in 1934
is recorded as winning the bigh jump ac the school sports: family knowledge is a little vague
on bis movements but it appears thac afcer the war be spent time in the UK, and possibly
Gbailand before spending time in Penang and then moving to Australia in 1955 (shipping
records show bim arriving in Fremancle from Priok on 11.2.55); from 1977-1980 be lived in
Applecross , Western Australia (ancestry.com) : be bad a at least one child , a daughzer (
Doreen?) in Australia and possibly a son named (Dichael as well?.
PARFIGG/PARFAIG - PARFIGEG (Drs Nelen  from Croydon. Wife of Edmund Gom Parfice.
Wounded in Vyner Brookesinking. Died 20 .2.42 [40] Banka Island - buried there. (JADM):
the official record is (Drs Pelen Parfict, wife of Edmund Gom Parfice, and of ‘€Emob Ruo’,
Gelok Gadung Road, Klang; died on 20.2.24 from wounds incurred in the sinking of the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” (CWGC); (Drs Parfaic (sic) is mentioned in the diary of Shelagh Brown when
the ship was underway on 13 February 1942 after leaving Singapore "... Given balf tin of Asp.
Saus & pot at night. Best meal so far! Shared ic with Ina (Durray, ber sister (Drs Chambers
and busband, and (Drs Parfaic (sic). .." (SD p.136): CQMS €dmund Gom Parfice, # 13690, 2™
Selangor Bactalion, FMDSVE was born in 1901 in Frome Wiltsbire, and was a rubber
technician. Re was captured and became a POW on the Burma railway (Jobn Brown
database of (Dalayan Volunteers and ancestry.com).
PASCHKE - Datron Olive Dorothy Paschke, VEX 38812, 2/10 Australian General Rospical.
Olive Pascbke was born on 19 July 1905 at Dimboola, Victoria, third daugbcer of Australian
born parents Reinrich Wilbelm Pascbke, a long established stock - and station agent and
bis wife Ottilie Emma Pascbke (nee Krieg). Educated at Dimboola Bigh School (where sbe
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was a pupil teacher in 1921), Dorothy belped on ber parents farm, actended the
Presbyterian Cburch and played tennis and golf. In (Delbourne in 1930 sbe began training
at the Queen Vicroria (Demorial Rospital for Women and Children and its allied
institutions, gaining ber nursing cercificace in 1934 ("Ghe Argus " 1.12.33 recorded ber
passing ber Nurses Board €xam). She also qualified for certificates in midwifery and
infectious diseases. Recurning to Dimboola, (Diss Pascbke was matron of Airlie Private
Nospizal for four years before again recurning to (Delbourne as assistant - macron of the
Jessie (DcPberson Communicy bospital. She joined the Army Nursing Service on 23 July
1940 as a Staff nurse. In January 1941 she was promoted to macron and posted to the 2/10%
Australian general bospital. Gbe following month the unit travelled by sbip to Singapore
and thence by train to (Dalacca in (Dalaya. Paschke was popular with ber staff, pacients
and medical officers. She led by example, often working long bours beside ber nurses. In
November 1941 she learned she bad been selected for promotion to principal matron. “Gbe
Australian Womens Weekly” ( 28.5.41) bad a pboto and message 'home’ amongst other
service personnel from Olive to a friend at the Jessie (DcPberson Nospical - which gives
some idea of the positive public and professional profile she bad at the time given that
another person on the page was General Gordon Bennett. On 1.1.42 she was awarded the
Royal Red Cross ("Gbe Dorsham Gimes " 20.1.42). During and after the bombing and
sinking of the 'Vyner Brooke’ Olive was the epitome of calmness and autbority and earned
further admiracion from the nurses who already bad buge respect for ber leadersbip. She
was a non swimmer but nevertbeless she lowered berself into the sea and made ber way
towards a group of rafts tied togetber, apparently very pleased with berself for baving
survived in the sea for an bour with no ability to swim. Sbhe joined Caroline €nnis, Derle
Grenerry, Gladys (DcDonald, Jess Dorsch and (Dary Clarke on and around the rafc and they
were soon joined also by Bewry Jeffrey and Tole Darper. Caroline Ennis was soon bolding two
small survivors of the sinking - a small four year old Chinese boy (grabbed by Iole as be bad
floated pastin a life jacket) and a three year old €nglisb girl. Gbe rafc was swirled around by
very strong sea currents and later Iole and Berty were swept away leaving the otbers to the
mercy of the currents. Go quote the most poignant paragrapb from the book 'ORB’ ( p.
187)" ... As the rafc was sweptc away from che swiminers and from the nearesc land, Becty
and Iole called out, but there was noching eicher group could do about there sicuacion.
Becey and Iole watched the rafc grow smaller; wich ary Clarke and Gladys (DcDonald
siceing eicher side of Olive Paschbke: and jess Dorsch.and (Derle Grenerry in the wacer
alongside banging on to the trailing ropes. And chere. back to back wich ber matron, sac
Caroline €nnis, cradling cwo small children in ber [ap. Gbe raft and its occupants were never
seen again..."Olive Paschke was 37 years old when she lost ber life. Go date all literature on
the subject bas the raft never seen again, bowever new informacion (ref. email November
2016, Dr Neil McGregor advising thac bis mother Sister Sylvia Muir who was on the 'Vyner
Brooke' was told this in Singapore after release from internmenc in 1945) bas come to light
that in facc this raft with the remains of Sister (DcDonald and two otber nurses was
located several weeks later by a ship in the Indian Ocean. So merle Grenerry must bave lost
ber life in the sea or still on the raft as it was taken by the powerful sea currenc that run
down the east coast of Sumatra into the Sunda Straics and ouc into the Indian Ocean.
Olive Pascbke must surely be an icon in the bistory of Australia’s Service Nurses and richly
deserved the awarding in 1951 of the Florence Nigbtingale award posthumously in 1951 by
the International Red Cross Commictee in recognition of ber work and leadersbip during
the battle for (Dalaya and Singapore ( "Gbe (Dercury " Nobart, 24.5.51). In ber bome town of
Dimboola, Vic, which must bave been so close to ber beart, sbe is memorialised ac the
Dimboola (Demorial Secondary College (established uniquely in the state of Victoria as the
only war memorial school afcer the First World War) by a sundial erected in 1949 in ber
memory and also the event each year when a student of that college gives a speech on ber
life. Gbe College does not merely pay lip service to the concept of Remembrance buticis
clearly imbued in its culcure. Specifically insofar as Olive Pascbke the sundial is featured
prominently on its website with a most appropriate explanacion - in fact some of the
words used are the best epitapb this researcber bas read on the life of Olive Pascbke viz.” ...
As she grew to womanbood she began to display those qualicies and gifcs which 76
distinguisbed ber in lacer life. She possessed entbusiasm, energy, keenness, and efficiency.
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Beaucy and charm of manner were bers. (Doreover she was very fond of sport, excelling ac
tennis and golf. She endeared berself to a wide circle of Wimmera people ...". Learning more
about Olive Pascbke during this research makes one contemplate all she would bave
acbieved if ber life bad been allowed to run ics full natural course.

PERRSON - a bandwricten list beld in the UK National Archives file on the ship "DMS
Giang Bee" (which was sunk not far from the atcack on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” and many of
its survivors also interned in Palembang) and which appears to bave been compiled in
Palembang internment camp in an efforc to record those who died in the sinking of the
SS. Vyner Brooke”, or at sea afterwards, or in the atrocicy on Radji beach, includes “ ...
rs. Pearson (Siamese)... " Given that she was Siamese it is very unlikely that she would
bave been killed by the Japanese on Radji Beach. Records on people living in (Dalaya and
Singapore prior to the war indicate only two men baving the name Pearson with either
strong fluency in the Siamese language or links to women of Siamese nationality. Firstly
Mr C. W.'Bill' Pearson who bad fluency in Siamese and a housekeeper from Siam see
[PEARSON C.W. [Cyril William] ‘Bill’ b.1914 Brighton. €ducaced ac Park St €Elemencary
School, Brighton. Go Canada ac the age 14 — worked as a farmband. In 1934 joined the
Bricish Army: Sapper 1870646 Royal €ngineers in Aden then Singapore. (Dalayan
Representative € Service €ngineer, Western €Elecerical Company, Ipob 1938-1939 then
Dredging €ngineer. Anglo-Oriencal (Dining Ltd, Penawac, Perak. Sgc HQ Company IFDSVF
then CS(D. Volunteered for Special Ops 12.41. Selected by Colonel Warren R(D for
promotion to 2" L IFMSVE atcached to 3 Indian Corps. 'Stay Bebind’ Party no.2. Lefc KL
4.142. Caprured [wounded] with €lkan 9 miles norch of Gemerlob. Pabang 17.3.42. 3 ocher
members of the parcy, Darby, Scubingron and Rand killed. POW Pudu Gaol KL to
Singapore to Gbailand with U Parcy 28.10.42. &bai speaker. Arresced by the Rempetai ac
Kanchanaburi early 1945 over oucof camp concacts wich Seri &bai [Free Ghai (Dovement].
Gorcured by the K buriKempetai. Sencenced.to 6 monchs bard labour and sencto a
Japanese milicary prison in Bangkok. Captain, Special Forces 1945 actached to DQ 114
Indian Infancry Brigade 77 Indian Division as a Gbai incerprecer. (Dentioned in
Despaccbes. Not repatriaced co the UK till 446 [by air]. (Darried Carmel Jobnson 1946
Leeds, Returned to (Dalaya 1947 wich AOML: at Penawac then Kramac. Go Leeds, orksbire
1950. Army service as It General List 1.3.54. Served in €gypc’s Canal Zone 1954-1955 then
Cyprus 1955-1959 [Iicosia € Famagusca]. Go lew Zealand 1960-1993 then sectled in St
Albans. o Jorkshire 2014 Died 21.10.2015 [101] Leeds. Gimes obituary 6.11.2015. Children:
ary Cerise, David €7 Christina (JAD)]-or secondly, (Dr J. P Pearson who was also very
fluenc in Siamese prior to the war and in the POW camps [PEARSON J.P. [Jobn Peter]
Percy’b.1916 London. Assistant, Borneo Company Co. Ltd, (Dercancile Bank Co Ltd,
Raffles Place, Singapore Pre 13846 FADSVE, Armoured Cars [Ipob] POW Singapore to
Gbailand wich D Bacralion 12.10.42 - &bai speaker. (Dentioned in Despacches re. Bactle of
Kampar. Returned post-war to Borneo Co. (Dalaya. I Chairman, Singapore Inchcape Bbd.
Former county crickecer. Wife INancy. Jobn died 1.12.2005 (Dalca (JADD)] - the view of the
researcher is thac eicher of these men may bave taken the Siamese woman into bis care and
arranged passage out of Singapore - something a lone Siamese woman would never bave
been able to arrange given the tightly controlled and beavily racially biased process for
issuing the bigbly sought after and rationed ‘exic passes’ on ships from Singapore during
that last few weeks before the Surrender. Dowever this leaves the actual identicy of ‘(Drs.
Pearson’ a mystery with no official death record ac eicher the CORD or CWGC.: despite
being on the Palembang camp list of those who were believed to bave died as a result of the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” the matcer of wherher (Drs Pearson lost ber life or
survived after the sinking is further put into question because of a statement by the ships
radio officer, Lt. AJ. (Dann ( see the Angelpro.co. website and no doubt also in bis personal
papers atthe IW(D), where be recounts that after drifting ac sea for some time be
managed to catch bold of a raft from the ship on which were ”a scoker. a Siamese woman
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must surely point to (Drs Pearson baving survived the sinking of the ship - it remains to be
seen from further research and enquiry as to whecher sbe survived the rafc and then
lifeboat journey (they were picked up by four Australian Naval racings in a lifeboac frond the
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"NMS Siang Wo" who, after exiting (Dann at a beach, continued on their attempt to reach
Batavia many bundreds of miles away).

PRAGG - PRAGG W.N. [William Ray] of W. Pracc Led, Seremban NS [1933 €7 1935
Directories]. Daugbrer €lsie. Wife Catherine Day Pracc [died 23.6.57 Brighton]. Ne was
reported killed by the Japanese 14.2.42 Banka Island. Gbe Colonial Office Deaths Register
places bim on the Vyner Brooke (JID): this accords somewbat with the official record of
bis death, which makes no reference to bis death being related to the sinking of the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” but refers just to the Banka Scraits ” ... William Ray Pratc, engineer,
Seremban, died on or about 14.2.42 in the Banka Scraits , source C - in - C ALFSEA (CORD
Register (D1, Folio 195, Serial 199); the earliest record on William Pratcis in the (Dalayan
newspapers where there is a poignant death nocice for (Duriel (Dary Pratc, aged six and a
balf years, older daugbter of (Dr. & (Drs . W.N. Pract (SFP(DA 28.11.21); the next reference is
in 1932 when it was announced that William Ray Pratc of Seremban, an engineer, bas been
granted leave to file a specification of an invention for " ... an improved machine for the
preparacion of sheec rubber ..." (S6. 5.3.32):;there is arecord of a” ... (Dr. J. Pract, Seremban,
last seen on the ship with both legs sbot off..” buc thac initial is of course differenc; ic
would seem that after analysing the occupations of the men on board the ship it is also
reasonable to keep in mind that William Pracc could be " ..the grossly fat €nglisb civil
engineer whose most recent job bad been camouflaging (Dalayan airports ..." nextto whom
fellow passenger €ric German wenc to sleep on the deck of the SS. Vyner Brooke " as the
ship lefc Singapore ( BUE p.141); [note: the researcher uses these verbacim quotes with the
commentc thac they are definitely not meant to insulc the memory of this person if ic is
indeed William Pracc, buc are included in the event that bis pbysical descripcion aligns wich
anocher biscorical record - asyet o befound - thac will confirm the idencicy of the man
killed on Radji Beach]: the nextreference to the ‘fac civil engineer’ is when Eric German is
swimming to a submerged lifeboat and finds.chis same man screaming for belp, be pushes
bim into the lifeboac and tells bim to look after ‘(Discha’ Warman the four year old boy (
BUE p.143).the enginecer does not prove belpful in-any way as the survivors try and row the
semi submerged lifeboar, but they do infact reach Radji Beach: tragically ic may very well
bave been that William Pract was in the second group of men, which included First Officer
Sedgeman and €ric German, who were taken around the promontory and executed
because, after €ric German recovers at the edge of the sea and runs for bis life into the
jungle, be recalled that " ... be sprang; burling bis body sideways and whirling to scan the
beach. It was empry buc for the dead. Inthe instancthat bis eyes flicked over their still
forms one body especially stamped itself on €ric’s consciousness. Gbe corpse of the fat civil
engineer was sitting uprighz, its sigbtless eyes looking out over the Straics...” (BUYE p.151);
so sadly it seems that William Pract survived the sinking possibly only to be bruzally
murdered at the bands of the Japanese soldiers on Radji Beach.: post war the autborities
were still inconclusive as to the face of William Nay Pract and be is listed in a newspaper
article "Gracing of the (Dissing Concinues " in 1946 ( S&. 29.5.46): later as bis personal affairs
were being sorted out along with thousands of other people killed during the War be is
listed as being the owner of securicies worth $5000 in aloan maturing 1939/59 ( $6.19.4.47);
in 1957 bis wife Cacberine Nay died in Brighton, €ngland and the notice records ber
busband as W. Ray Pracc ( possibly this is bow be was known) and also just one child
William J. Pratc ( SG. 26.5.57); there is another record of the death of Catherine Day Pratt,
as beloved mother of William J. Pratc and wife of the late William Day Pract of Seremban at
Brigbron ,€ngland (SG. 28.6.57 and S& 22.6.57) But as mentioned earlier there is the
following record.....

PRAGG - " (Dr]. Pratt, Seremban, Seen on ship, botb legs shot off” ( List of those assumed
©o bave died compiled in Palembang camp):

PRUCE/PRICE - see Wacrers-Pryce. Also there is a ‘(Drs Price’ listed by Dr Goldberg -
Curth as baving been on the sbip and who died ac what she called Luebok - Lingoe” camp,
but given that there are a number of misspelc surnames in Dr Goldberg - Curth's
statemenc in the NAA it would seem that this refers to Mrs Grace Anna’ Watters-Pryce
who died sbortly after arriving in the awful deprivacion of the Belalau (Loebok- I.inggax%3
camp.



RAYMONG -Sister Wilbelmina 'Dina’/Willie’/ Ray’ Rosalie Raymont, GEX 6012, 2/47
Casualty Clearing Station, ARINS [Note: the spelling of ber first name by the AW in
maccers regarding ber biograpby is incorrectly shown as ‘'Wilbemina’ - but in two of the
pbotograpbs on the AW(D website and in a 1936 newspaper item on ber resultin the
Nurses Exam and also in 1945 newspaper report of ber mother being advised of ber death
ber name is spelc ' Wilbelmina’' with an extra letter [). ‘(Dina’ (or it appears 'Willie' to ber
family) was born in Adelaide, South Australia on 7 December 1911 to William €rnesc
Raymont (employed in the Locomotive Branch of the south Australian Railways) and
Laura Rosalie Raymont, who appear to bave been living at Percy Street, Semapbore,
Adelaide at the time. Gbe very early years of ber life were marked by tragedy with one of ber
four sisters, Peqgy, dying in 1915 and then ber fatber dying aged 41 years in 1916 (be was a
Private in the 10% Bactalion, Auscralian Expeditionary Force, and this may bave been a
result of wounds serving whilst overseas?).(Dina also bad one brotber. (Dina passed ber

Nurses Exams whilst at Adelaide bospital in 1936 ("Mews", Adelaide, 13.11.36), but was
nursing in Nobarc, Gasmania when she enlisted. Der pboto in the AW(D archives website
shows a lovely looking woman with most sweet smile. Afcer the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner
Brooke’ (Dina was one of the nurses who reached the upturned lifeboac with a large group
of nurses, (Drs Bull and daughrer ecc. She later abandoned this submerged crafcfor a
group of life rafcs tied together. Ghey were picked up by an RAAF launch and taken to
(Duncok pier where they were imprisoned by the Japanese. During the next three years of
barsh internment and deprivacion (Dina maintained a positive attitude, organising 'sing-
along’s’ in Palembang camp and joining in the camp concerts and in an impromprcu fasbion
show' in the Irenelaan camp she was selected as '1943’ wearing a top and shorts. Late in
1944 sbe was cruelly ‘punisbed“by thejjapanese by being made to stand batless in front of
the gquard post at Irenclaan forseverat-hotirgdiwring the middle of the tropical day uncil she
collapsed - sbe thereafwer apparendystrugdled wich manual labour. (ORB, p. 260). Also
recorded in ORB, p. 263 is vhat sameyear(... an increasingly frail (Dina Raymont sewed
liccle bandkerchiefs firom $craps of macerialand craded these to Ducch civilians for food ...".
On 8 February 1945 Betry Jeffrey recoded in ber diary ... Our own Ray, Sister Raymonc, dies
today after 36 bours of being desperately ill. Ray'bad an attack of malaria, suddenly became
unconscious and didn't recover .. Val Smith bas lost ber best friend. Our girls gaveray a
milicary funeral, all wearingcheir uniforms-...". Gall, fair, buc increasingly frail afcer ber
punisbmenc at Irenclaan, (Dina Raymont bad been hospitalised several times in both
Irenelaan and (Duntok: Pages 266-268 in"ORB’ bave a very moving description of ber
funeral. It was not until the release of the AAINS nurses thac "Ghe Adverciser’, Adelaide was
able to report (18.10.45) " ... Mrs. LR, Raymont of Parr Street[actually 11 Parr Street] Largs
Bay bas been advised that ber fourth daugbrer, Lt. Sister Wilbelmina 9 Willie) Raymont
died of illness while a POW on February 8 ...". So died a lovely young woman - a victim of
Japanese cruelty, deprivation and starvation. (Dina Raymonc is buried in Jakarta War
cemetery, (grave 5.F.5), Indonesia.

REIGH (REIG?) - interestingly probably for reason of an error the CWGC also bave a 'D.
Reigh, civilian, as dying on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” on 14.2.42' (CWGC); this probably refers
©o Lt. David Reith, RNR who was a member of the crew of the ship - SEE BELOW
ROSSIE - (s Alice Rossie, QE Nursing Sister, in (Dalaya since 1935. Singapore General
Rospital. Aged 38 in 1942. Initially interned at (Duntok where she assisted in surgery for the
ampucacion of an RAF officers foot. Palembang; later at Leoboelinggau camp. Sumatra
internee. Repacriated to the UK on the 'Sobieski’ 10.45. Recurned to nursing in (Dalaya ill
1950. Linked to Gan Gok Seng Nospital, Singapore. Died November 1969 in
Aberdeen.(SUWM):(Diss Rossie was born circa 1904 and was the daugbter of William Robert
Clouston Rossie and (Dary Linklacer , one of their four children in Stromness: after their
caprure at (Duntok on Banka Island by the Japanese on 21 February 1942 Alice and another
nurse by the name of Pbyllis Briggs assisted a surgeon, also imprisoned, in the most
primitive of conditions to amputate a mans foot ( Phyllis Brigg's diary) she later was
interned at Palembang and the final awful camp at Loebek Linggau: when she returned to
Singapore after the war she worked at Singapore General Rospital and is mentioned as a
guest at a garden party at Government bouse in 1947 ( SS. 14.6.47): in 1948 she was 7
appointed (Datron of Gan Gok Seng Nospital ( SFP. 25.5.48)
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RUSSELL - Sister Lavinia Russell, NEX 70571, 2/10% Australian General Nospital. Lavinia
Russell was the daughzer of David and Lavinia C. Russell (nee Adams).She was born on 21
December 1909 at Rockdale (St George’s district), NSW, at one stage living at 79 Ghe
Avenue, Rurswville. She bad a brother Robert born in 1904 but who died a year later at
Broken hilland (Dary born in 1906 at Broken hill. Lavinia actended school at St (Dary's
Star of the Sea convenct, Rursville and St Vincent's College at Potts point. She trained as a
nurse at St Vincent's Rospital, Crown Street Women'’s Dospital and the Gresillian
(Dothercraft training School at Vaucluse. In 1934 sbe passed ber INurses Registration
€xams 'Midwifery Branch’ whilst ac the Crown Street Womens Nospital ("Sydney Morning
Derald, 9.3.34). Lavinia enlisted with the AANS on 6.1.41 and ber paybook pboto shows a
serious looking young woman with sbort, wavy dark bair. Just prior to the bombers
attacking the 'Vyner Brooke' on 14 February 1942, Lavinia is reported to bave taken cover
with (Dary Clarke, Gladys Nugbes and Veronica Clancy and a number of civilians in the
main bathroom bebind the saloon of the ship ( ORB, p.148) Afcer the sinking of the "Vyner
Brooke' there were no further sightings of Lavinia - meaning that she bad either been killed
late in the bombing and strafing of the ship , in the chaotic abandon ship with falling
liferafc and debris or bad been swept away by the strong sea currents in the region. On the
20 August 1942 the AIF casualry lists recorded ber as '(Dissing abroad’ and it was not uncil
1944 that ber mother received a lecter from the Army stating that ber younger daughzer
‘previously reported missing’ was now "(Dissing Believed Killed” on or about 11 February
1942 ("Daily Examiner”, Grafton, NSW, 4.8.44).In 1998 the Dursuville Council responded to a
request from the Fund Commitzee of the Australian Service nurses National memorial for
support of a memorial to be built in Anzac Parade Canberra with a donation of $2000 in
regard to Lavinia Russell. Ghe (Demorialin €anberra was officially dedicated in October
1999. Nurstville council also madea donation of $3.500 o the (Dortdale RSL Sub-Branch,
wbo bad requested this' amounc to cover the costof a mosaic inlay in memory of Australian
Service Nurses in the Nortdale Memorial Park (28.4.88)

SALMON - Sister Florence Aubin Salmon, NEX 70991, 2/10% Australian General Rospital.
Florence Salmon was the daugbter of Jobn Denry Salmon and Florence Alexandria Salmon
(nee Aubin) and appearsto bave been born c. 1916.Sadly. despite the bistoric profile of the
Radji Beach war crime, notmuch is known about ber life and she appears to bardly be
mencioned by ber colleagues. Fier pay book pboto'in the AW shows a smiling woman wich
the description ... dark bair, bazel eyes ...". Gbe internet records at the AW bave virtually
nothing on Florence Salmon. She passed ber Nurses Registration Board exam, notably ac
the same time as Winnie Davis, whilst at the War (Demorial Rospizal, Waverly (S(DD
newspaper 26.6.38). Florence was murdered by Japanese troops with ber nursing colleagues
on Radji Beach. According to newspaper records a memorial service was beld at the War
(Demorial Rospital, Waverly, on 28 October 1945 in memory of Florence and also Winnie
Davis ( S(DN 29.10.45) - alchougb shamefully for the journalist involved they state even ac
that early stage of ber memory thac ...Sister Salmon was shot by the Japanese after years
ofimprisonmenc ...”[sic] and at that Rospital there is a 'Window of (Demory’ dedicated to
nurses - three stained glass panels bonour ” ... the memory of Winnie Davis and Florence
Salmon graduates of the bospital... "Pere name is also recorded ac '96' in the
Commemoracive Area of the AWM. Ner family suffered unbelievable loss and painasa
resulc of the War - ber parents also lost ber older brother .Leonard Salmon, 2/12%" Field
Ambulance, in another Japanese war crime when be was killed in the sinking of the
'Rustralian Rospital Ship Centaur’ which was sunk off the coast of Australia by a Japanese
submarine on 14 (Day 1943 - of the 332 medical personnel on board thac clearly marked
bospital ship, 268 were killed in the sinking (centaurassociation files.wordpress.com)
SEDDON - Corporal Robert Renry Seddon, PLU X 17171, Royal (Darines, was born on 28.8.18
at Goxbill, North Lincolnsbire. De was not a passenger on the 'SS Vyner Brooke' but bad
been a Royal (Darine on the NS Repulse’ and then a survivor from the sinking of the tug
‘Yen Ping’ which bad evacuated servicemen from Singapore and was sunk in the vicinity of
Banka Island. Ne recorded that there were 60 -70 personnel on board this tug when ic was
sunk by sbellfire from a Japanese cruiser at 1700brs the previous day - and be believed be
was the only survivor. Whilst swimming in a life jacket to shore on 16 February 1942 be 80
witnessed the atrocities taking place on Radji Beach and recorded in bis affidavic




(Australian Nacional Archives, (Delbourne) that be saw men and women being shot down
and bayoneted “..a few did accempt to rusbh into the wacer buc they were shot and killed
before they were able to swim out of range ...". e continues that be was washed asbore
soon after and posed for dead - the same Japanese patrol who carried out the killings on
Radji Beach searched and kicked bim a few times but must bave believed be was dead and
lefc bim there. After spending the nigh in the jungle by the beach, the next morning be
walked along the beach and says "... I searched around and found cthe bodies of 15 Iew
Zealand and Australian Ilursing Sisters, 15 Bricisb service personnel and 5 merchanc
seamen (presumably members of the crew). I walked furcher along the beach and found 2
more lifeboats grounded and nearby the bodies of 7 R.I. personnel. Gbe laceer included cwo
officers and the whole party appeared to bave been shot and bayoneted ...". Robert Seddon
spent the war as a POW in Palembang and survived to return to the UK. Ne was the
busband of (Davis Seddon and they bad three children. Re died on 16 6 2003 and is buried ac
St Nicholas Churchyard, Naxey. Lincolnshire.

SCAUMAND - L. Marjorie ‘Shuie’ Schuman, 2/10th Australian General Rospical, was born
in 1911, the second daughrter of George and €leanor Mary Schuman (nee Gale) (a post war
reference says their address was (Danly, Queenscliff). She bad one sister named Dorothy
and a brother named George Stanley Schuman. She attended school in the small councry
town of Inverell in norchern NSW between 1923-27 and the "Gingba Advocate and North-
Western Journal” of 3.2.22 records that she passed ber Qualifying Certificate Exam in the
Gingba districc whilst at Chellas (a tiny school four miles east of Gingba) and "Gbe Inverell
Gimes" (6.10.25) reports ber in a bockey team, aged 14 years, playing in a fundraising effort
for the Inverell Districc Dospital. No records bave been found on ber nursing career. She
joined up on 16.12.40 - a paybook photo taken on 15.1.41 shows an attractive young woman
with a slim incelligent face - and soon lefc in January 1941 as a nursing Sister wich the 107
Australian General Dospical for Dalaya and Sinigapore , serving also in the 2/4” Casualcy
Clearing Station. Ac the time of the bombing of the 'Vyner Brooke' she appears to bave lost
ber life in the actual bombing of the ship. orin the process of jumping into the sea because
she was not seen by any-ocher passengers ina lifeboat, on a liferaft or drifting ac sea (ORB
p.166). "Gbe Gelegraph” Brisbane newspaper of 17.9.45 recorded ber name in a list of 'Vyner
Brooke' nurses ".. believed drowned ..."In 1954 ( "Ghe Inverell Gimes” 26.3.54) reported the
unveiling of an impressive memorial to (Darjorie and two other ¢x pupils of the little school
at Chellas Public School in the presence of (Darjorie’s family (research is being carried out
©o ascertain what bappened to this memorial since the closure of the Chellas School in 1957)
(Darjorieis also memorialised-in Ronour Avenue, Bicton, WA., on the 8% Division's War
memorial at Gunnedab in NSW and on the War memorial at manly , Sydney. Rer name is
also recorded at ‘96’ in the Commemoration Area of the AWM. Ghe book 'ORB" sums ber
up as "... friend and confidance of Buddy €lmes and general characcer from norchern INSW
.."(ORB, p.166).

SHELLEY - (Drs Alice Sbelly: according to the Colonial Office Record of Deaths rs Alice
Jane Shelley of Singapore was presumed killed on or about 14.2.42 in the Banka Straits as a
result of the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” Source C-In-C. ALFSEA (CORD. Reg. (D1,
Folio 276, Serial 1276): family knowledge is that Alice Sims was born in Bangkok and
married George Edward Shelley although it is unclear whether she became widowed of
divorced: early newspaper records indicace that George Edward Shelley travelled to
Singapore on the Necuba’ from Bangkok in 1881 (SG. 21.7.81) and the next reference is in 1911
wben a (Drs Alice Sbelley of Selegie Road, Singapore reported to the police the loss of a chair
and eight dollars ( $6.7.3.11): then in 1934 there is a reporc of (Drs. Alice Shelley and ber
chbildren attending the funeral of (Diss Salome Fox ( SG. 25.4.34) with the final record in 1939
when (Dr & Mrs. George Shelley were at the funeral of (Drs Josepbine Louise Olivero ( SG. 15
8.39):there is a newspaper advertisemenc in 1952 stating “...Please say a prayer for Alice Jane
Shelley and those drowned ac sea 12.2.42"(S6.12.2.52).; Alice Shelley was on the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” with ber daughter Laura Angus ( nee Shelley) who also lost ber life and ber
granddaugbrer Lucille Angus wbo survived only to be interned in (Duntok and then
Palembang, before being returned to Singapore for internment.

SDORG - Sister Eileen ‘Shorty’ (Dary Short, QEX 22911, 2/10° Australian General Hospfal.
Whilst not certain it looks very likely that €ileen Short was born circa 1905-08 in Dungog,



NSW, the daugbter of George Bernard Short ( died 12.2.47 in Brisbane) and Prudence
Amelia Short ( nee Smith and died 27.7.64 at Atherton, Q]d) - it looks like ber parents moved
from NSW to Queensland after ber birth.. According to the book 'ORB’ (p. 194) Eileen Short
was born and raised on a Queensland cactle station. Ghere are many newspaper references
o young women with the name 'Eileen Short’ in Queensland during the 1909-1925 period .
passing music exams and attending social events but there seem to bave been ac least two
young women with this name so it is not uncil 1933 that we bave a definitive reference to
‘Eileen (). Short’ passing the Didwifery exams for the Nurses Registration Board whilst
she was working at the Womens Dospital ( presumably the Crown Streec Womens
Rospizal) in Sydney, NSW that we bave knowledge of ber life ("Sydney (Dorning berald”,
9.6.33). Der obituary notice when sbe died in 1976 ( 230battalion.org.au) does fill out the
picture in that sbe trained at Kingaroy Nospital before moving on to the Womens Rospital.
€ileen then was Sister in Charge at the (Daitland NSW Nospital and some time after thac
gained the role of (Datron ac Isisford Nospital - Isisford is a very small town (its populacion
bas never exceeded 300 people) situated in the center of Queensland, some 1220 km norch-
west of Brisbane. In 1941 €ileen wrote to the Isisford Dospital Commictee "... expressing
appreciacion [for their] ... action in granting leave of absence for the duratcion of the war ..."
("Gbe Longreach Leader”, 25.10.41).€Events must bave overtaken the sped of meeting
minutes being issued and newspapers reporting such news because two monchs previously
there was a photo of €ileen (together with Vi Mc€lnea and Val Smich) waving out of a
train carriage window ac Brisbane on the occasion of leaving to join the ARNS ( "Gbe
Courier-(Dail” Brisbane, 29.8.41) - according to ber obituary notice in the 230 Bactalion
newsletter she bad enlisted on 1.8.41! €ileen is shown as a smiling; very slim faced woman.
After ber service in (Dalaya and Singapoge wich the 2/10% AGH, €ileen boarded the 'Vyner
Brooke' with ber friends andgomrades-and suffered the sinking and time in the sea. She
made it vo Banka Island on'the rafeivich Siseet Asbron, Greer, Dempstead and Clancy and
was imprisoned in the/CusfomsHouse building ac Muntok. Apart from the facc that she
was the “... best woodcutter irithe camp ac Palembang ..."(ORB, p. 250) - no doubt a skill
learned from ber upbringing on a catdestacion irQueensland - liccle is known of ber
experiences during the three and abalf years ofjincredibly barsb, deprived and
malnourished internmenz iy (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau camps. Gbere is a pboto of
€ileen in the AWM Archiyésabat shows herlyinginabospital bed in Singapore afcer ber
release form the trily awfid Belalau camp—.sbe'bas become a tiny, emaciated figure. She
was discharged from the-# Al)S in-carly ApFil 1944’and was apparently macron at Richmond
Rospital in Queensland, and also AugathellaNospical, but then appears to bave recurned
©o ber role as macron of Isisford Rospiral (230battalion.org.au and "(Dorning Bullecin”,
Rockbampron, 2.5.47). Gbe newsletter of the 230 Bactalion, ‘(Dakan’, #233, (Darch 1977 cells
us that €ileen died at Dalby General Rospital [Dalby is about 200 km west of Brisbane] on Anzac
Day 1976 at the age of 71 years - “... (Dembers of the Dalby RSL formed a guard of Donour
outside St marks Lucheran Church and the pall bearers were ex-prisoners of war ...". R
ficting tribute to all thac €ileen bad endured and survived was to bave the respect of ber
fellow POWs.

SIMMONS/SIMMONDS - ... Miss Simmons, (Dacron, St Andrews Nospital, Singapore ...’
wbo appears to bave died in the sinking or aftermazb ( list prepared in Palembang camp of
those missing or known to bave died in the sinking); the St Andrew’s (Dedical (Dission
Nospital , Singapore was established in 1913 via the St Andrews (Dedical (Dission which bad
been inaugurated by the then Anglican Bisbop of Singapore and bis wife, who was a Doctor,
managed the Nospital in its early years.- with ongoing funding and overview from the
Anglican 'Society for the Propagation of the Gospel’: a missionary of that Society was Diss
Gladys Olga Sprenger, another passenger on the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, and who would bave
been well known to fellow Anglican (Dissionary , Miss Evelyn Simmonds.; it is speculated
(prior to any concrete link being proven) that (Diss Evelyn Simmonds was in fact the 'Miss
Simmons'’ listed above: post war two Anglican priests writing about the church in
Singapore, stated that both Miss Olga Sprenger and Miss Evelyn Simmonds bad been lost
in the evacuation of Singapore and their fate was unknown (“Gbe War and Afcer: Jobn
Payter and Jack Benicc: anglicanbistory.ora/asia): NOGE - 12. 5. 16 SFGPOGE said chey will
look inco files but no response by 14.3.17.

S}




> SIMONS - Sister Jessie Elizaberh Simons, GEX 6023, 2/13% Australian General Nospital.
Jessie was born in Launceston, Gasmania on 23 August 1911, one of nine cbildren of Jabez
Peter Simons and Day Ann Duir Simon (nee Lees) then of 43 Canning Street (Jenny Gill's
paper on the memoirs of Jessie Simons, Launceston Ristorical Society papers € proceedings
2010). A very young Jessie won first prize in Needlework at the St. Pacrick’s River Show 7
Sports eventin 1924 ( "Daily Gelegraph”, Launceston, 2.4.24) and the following year passed
ber piano elementary in the London College of (Dusic exams ( "Sydney (Dorning Nerald”,
15.7.25). She was educated in Launceston and did ber general nursing training ac the
Launceston general bospital, gaining certificates in child welfare and midwifery. In 1933 sbe
passed the Nurses Registration Board exams (General Nurses) ( "Gbe Mercury”, Nobarz,
27.5.33). In 1941 Jessie enlisted in the ARNS and arrived in (Dalaya in September 1941. During
the atrack on the 'Vyner Brooke' Jessie was ... scruck in the forearm by a bomb splinter. buc
it was not a serious wound and che splincer would remain in ber arm for the rest of ber life

.."(ORB, p.154). Jessie was responsible for ensuring thac the main saloon of the ship was
cleared, which sbe did so afcer the bombing stopped. Gbe ship was listing badly and when
the time came to abandon ship Jessie slid down a rope into the sea - losing most of the skin
off the palms of ber bands ( ORB, p.162). She finally found a group of nurses gatbered
around a floacing canvas streccher and liferaft and found both Winnie (Day Davis and Pac
Gunther already there. Ghey were joined by three badly injured crew members from the
ship (one was called Stan - be was badly burned and bad been on the 'Prince of Wales ', be
slipped off the raft that night and drowned . Researcher note : research suggest that this was
probably cither Stanley Williams or Stanley Alderson from the Prince of Wales'] Gbey were also
joined by (Drs Brown and ber daggbter Shelagh. Gbis group drifted through the night ac
sea, ending up amongst the Japanesei mgas’ko.n fleer atracking Banka Island and were towed
to abeach on Banka Island where thty-\\@c).‘ nder guard. Gbe nest morning they were
taken to Muntok and IF{CW So }65516 be\gfkﬁ ‘cfh;lee and a balf years of barsb,
malnourished and depmvcd mternment in, (I)untok;})alembang and Belalau camps. She
survived all these trm}is..and was repatriaced }{ue alia via Singapore In April 1946
Caprain Jessie Simons \;’A}S dlschargtd ft‘om the k{in and recurned vo work for the
Launceston General ﬁospttal Ghe followmg ycaﬂs'bc was awarded "(Dentioned in
Despatcbes” for "Services, rléqdered whilst inJ argte bands” ("Gbe Argus” Melbourne,
7.3.47). Sbe lacer retlred‘bp'l:@ak 3fcer ber ¢ y‘pax‘ehcs and in 1954 wrote "While Distory
passes” (lazer published as‘ﬂp ]a{)anese I’Zan,dg.»)’in 197 0 she married Rayman Rookway and
moved liveona dmry'fé\ﬂn tunrby-bete basband néarthe lictle village of Boat Darbour on
Gasmania’s North West coast. Gheré was amobituary in northern Gasmania newspaper,
"Gbe Examiner”, on 24 December 2004 for ber, aged 93 years, but no date of deach was given
so it is assumed thac Jessie Simons passed away that monch of 2004.

» SINGLEGON - Sister Irene "Rene’ Ada Singlevon, VEX 48842, 2/1°% Auscralian General
Nospizal. Irene Singleton was born in Caulfield in 1906. Der family moved to a prosperous
dairy farm named ‘Ravenswood' near (Daffra and Riverslea in the Gippsland region of
Vicroria. Irene and ber two brothers Kenneth and Douglas were raised solely by their
facher Robert Doulas Singleton since ber mother appears to bave passed away early in ber
life. In contrast to some of the ARINS nurses on the 'Vyner Brooke’ who bad been orpbans
or were from more constrained family circumstance, Irene enjoyed a stimulating
upbringing and an active social life. Gbe earliest record of Irene is as a regular lecter writer
(aged 8 years) to "Gbe Rustralasian” and its "Gbe Joung Folk” column where she asked for
suggestions on books to read (17.6.16) and (aged 16 years) when she won a prize of five
shillings in a sbort story competition. Ghrougbout the 1920s Irene appears winning prizes
in a flower show ("“Gbe (Daffra spectator” 25.10.20) and also winning prizes for variously
making a 'sponge sandwich cake’ and another year for ber essay writing at the (Daffra
Agriculcural Sbow. By the end of that decade as a young woman in ber early twenties Irene
is reported at parties in Gippsland, the (Daffra Gennis Ball and also at ber sister Valerie's
wedding ("Gippsland Gimes" 16.10.39). In 1932 she began ber training as a nurse at
(Delbourne Nospital Ghis did not mean the end of ber social life and she appears in
newspaper articles as a dancer (a pupil of (Diss Rose (Dassey's dance school) at the Royal
Australian Discorical Society’s Ball at ‘David Jones' in Sydney and also attending the
annual fundraising debutantes ( but as a debutante) Ball for the (Dacer Children’s Dospital
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in Brisbane In 1936 she passed ber Nurses Board €xams whilst at Royal Delbourne
Rospizal ( "Gbe Age” (Delbourne, 2.4.36) and later that year is reported bolidaying with ber
brother Douglas in Brisbane ( attending a Ball whilst there, dressed in ... flame sacin and
shirred shoulder’) and continuing with bim on a motor tour of Queensland and NSW. Irene
must bave moved from the Royal (Delbourne Nospital to Ghe Military Nospital because
she is said vo be working there when she enlisted in 1940.0er pay book pboto shows a slim
dark baired young woman of average beight and a confident smile. A 1945 newspaper
report says that Irene lefc on the ‘Queen (Dary’ in February 1941 for (Dalaya. We do not
know what bappened to Irene after the sinking of the 'Vyner Brooke' but she of course
must bave reached Banka Island and been interned. During the next three years she must
bave maintained an strong spirit in the camps - we do know that, along with Dot Freeman,
she sec the so called 'bakeries’ to use every scrap of rice around and again wich Dot she
volunteered to move out of the appallingly overcrowded bouse in Irenelaan camp to make
way for othbers - livingin a 'lean to’ at the back of the bouse for the remainder of their time
at that camp in Palembang. In the book ‘ORB’ it states that Irene ".. bad a greac sense of
bumour as well as a profound sense of the ridiculous, and could always be relied upon to
raise the spirics of those around ber ..."(ORB, p.99).In 1942 there appeared in "Gbe
Gippsland Gimes” (23.7.42) the report that Irene’s loved brother Douglas was Killed In
Action in the (Diddle €ast and it noted that nothing bad been beard from Irene since the
Fall of Singapore. Rer life came to an end in early 1945 whilst at (Duntok internmenc camp
"... in January 1945 she bad been admicced to the camp bospital wich advanced beri beri, the
dry type thac licerally consumes the flesh from wichin as the body seeks sustenance ... [she]
went steadily downbill and, from mid-February, slipped in and out of consciousness noc
really knowing where she was: She died on 20 February ... Rene died noc knowing thatc ber
owo brochers, the lights of her-life- bad both predeceased ber:. killed a few days aparcin
fighcing in Norch Africa almosc ewo years previously ..."(ORB, p.268) Irene Singleton is now
buried in Jakarta War Cemertery in Indonesia. In late 1945 (Dr. R, 6. Singleton of
‘Ravenswood’, (Daffra was officially informed thacIrene bad died of illness in Sumacra on
24 February [sic] whilsta POW. Gbe newspaper report also mencions the deaths of
Kennetb and Douglas and concinues .. In privace life as well as ber professional life. she
was bright and cheerful and bad a boscof friends who looked forward to ber recurn ...” (
Gippsland times” 24.9.45) [ we can only imagine what (Dr Singleton must bave felc wich the
loss of three of bis four children during the war].In 1947 the small town of (Daffra made a
buge effort to memorialise the lifeand deach of Irene Singleton and a memorial tablec to
ber was unveiled by the (Datron - In - chief of the ARNS at the memorial ball in (Daffra (
the memorial ball of the (Daffra Decbanics Institute). A large crowd attended with many
dignicaries and ber facher and there were sentries from each of the Armed forces of
Australia. ("Gippsland Gimes” 28.7.47). Ghis memorial tablet is now apparently in the
'(Daffralibrary’ and a road in (Daffra bas been named Singleton Road after ber.
SMIGN - Sister Valerie 'Val' €lizabech Smich, QFX 22819, 2/13 Auscralian General
Nospizal. From later newspaper records it is calculated that Val Smith was born circa 1912-
15, probably in Rerberton (a small town in the Atherton Gablelands inland from Cairns,
Queensland) since she is said to bave lived in that locality for many years. Lacer ber family
moved to a nearby farming area known as Upper Barron. No public records bave been
found by research as to ber family except that she bad a sister, Lt. Lily Smith - who died in
Brisbane in 1945 from sickness contracted whilst on active service ("Cairns Post” 13.11.45).
Several newspaper references on Val Smich during ber childbood in Rerbercon reveal an
ability to grow vegetables with a prize for the best bunch of ‘eschalots’ (presumably
shallots) at the Derberton (Dining , Pastoral and Agriculcural Assn Show in 1919 ("Cairns
Post’ 29.4.19) and then in 1922 appearing at the Rerberton Children’s Ball dressed as
'Penfolds Wine' (" Gbe Northern Nerald” 14.6.22). In 1922 she passed ber University Junior
€xams whilst ac Nerberton ("Cairns Post’, 23.12.27) and the following year (presumably
around sixteen years of age she appeared a few times in local newspapers as the organist ac
the Rerberton (Dethodist Church at fund raising bazaars for the Church, in fancy dress (
as '(Dystery’) at the Derbercon Shire Nall ands several other social events. Insofar as ber
nursing career it is said that she trained at Cairns District Dospital but no references bave
been found on this period of ber life. Val enlisted in the AANS and there is a 1941 pboto



("Gbe Courier”, Brisbane, 29.8.41) of ber (vogether with Sisters (Dc€lnea and Eileen Short)
leaving Brisbane after enlisting - lictle did they know ac the time of thac bappy pbotograpb
they would all end up on the 'Vyner Brooke', struggle througb the sea to Banka Island and
would all survive internment camps and the War! After the sinking of the ship Val drifted
up to Navis Nannab's liferafc which bad some 16 survivors clinging to it (ORB, p. 173) and
would later recall spending sixteen bours in the sea ( "Cairns Post”, 13.11.45). Val endured
three and a balf years of some of the worst internment of any Japanese POWs and survived
(Duncok, Palembang, (Duntok again and then the truly awful Belalau camp. She
contracted malaria many times ("Cairns Post’, 13.11.45) and lost ber best friend in camp,
Sister Raymont who died in February 1945 (ORB, p. 257). Confirming ber (Dechodist
upbringing Val stepped forward at Sister Raymont's burial and read from the Bible,
passages from Revelations 5 and 7: “Gbey shall bunger no more, neicther thirsc any more:
neicher shall the sun light on them, nor any beac ...” (ORB, p. 267) - apt verses given the
punisbment meted out so cruelly (and totally mistakenly) to both these nurses by their
Japanese caprors by making them stand batless in the searing tropical sun for bours in the
middle of the day. Val survived internment - one of ber ‘jobs’ being to repair the sandals
(referred to as ‘trompers’) during those barsb years — and was repacriated via Singapore
and then on the ‘(Danunda’ bome to Australia and then to Upper Barron, which was
probably on a farm. She was discharged in April 1946 and then in April 1947 due recognition
was given to ber in the form of being ‘(Dentioned in despatcbes’ for "Services rendered
whilst a POW in Japanese bands...” (AW and the "Examiner” , Launceston, 1.4.47). Gbis was
the start of a most dedicated and incelleccually upward pbase of Val's nursing career. Later
in 1947 "(Diss Valerie Smith of Upper Barron, Actherton” was awarded the Australian Red
Cross Society (Queensland division) seholarship to do post graduace work and study in
€ngland - sponsored by the Florence Ilightingale Foundation ("Queensland times” , 19.6.47)
and the newspaper report goes on to say thac for'some time she bad been on the staff of
the School Nealch Services within the Department of Domes and Pealth Services at Ipswich.
Sbe returned from €ngland in 1949 and began teaching anatomy and pbysiology at the
Brisbane General Rospital ("Gownsville Daily Bullecin’, 17.3.49). By 1952 when the same
newspaper described her as aged 37 years of Bramston Gerrace, Rerston another paper
("Sunday (ail", Brisbane,, 10.8.52) recorded anocher achievement when Val gained the “...
Distinction of being one of Auscralia’s owo represencacives chosen by the World Dealch
organisacion to accend a nursing seminar in Gaiwan... "It also mentioned that by then sbhe
was Sister Guror in Queensland’s (Daternal and Child Welfare Service. In 1954 she was
Principal Guror, Brisbane General Dospital (“Ghe Advertiser” Adelaide, 20.5.54). Sadly,
research to follow the remainder of Val Smich’s life bas been unsuccessful in producing
furcbher information. Nevertcheless from wbhat we know of ber life and achievements, Val
Smith was a fine example of a professional nurse for whom adversicy only seemed to inspire
ber to achieve greater things.

SPRENGER/SPRINGER - Miss Gladys Olga Sprenger, SPG Dissionary/Geacher, Pudu
€nglisb School KL. Lost at sea following the sinking of the Vyner Brooke 15.2.42 (JADMD);
(Diss Sprenger is also commemorated on the CWGC website as a civilian who died in the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” on 14.2.42(CW6EC); it appears that Olga Sprenger was the
daugbrer of Oliver Sprenger and Charlotte Ivson Sprenger of Surrey, €ngland: she is firsc
recorded as arriving in Singapore on the P.¢O. "Cartage’ (SG. 17.3.34) and in 1935 appears in
several newspaper reports on events in Kuala Lumpur - firstly as the beadmistress of St
(Darys Girls School , Kuala Lumpur at a prize giving ( S&. 24.6.35) and then at a Selangor
Badmincton Association parcy beld in bonour of (Diss J. Foss ((Diss Foss was later interned
in Changi during the War), and then at ceremony for the unveiling of the Savage-Bailey
(Memorialin KL (S&. 7.8.35); in 1938 sbe travelled back to Singapore from Southampron on
the Dempo’ ( SG. 14.10.38): there is no other record of ber during the intervening years up
until the Japanese invasion , but then she appears in a most poignant newspaper
advertisemenc in Singapore, just two weeks before Singapore, fell asking for a ”... European
lady willing to look after 11 year old €nglish girl on the voyage to €ngland. (Diss O.
Sprenger, CE(DZ School, Sopbia Road”(S6. 26.1.42) which, we must assume, is where she
bad transferred to as a missionary during the years prior to the war or bad sought &
accommodation or employment after the evacuation of Kuala Lumpur. CE(DZ School was



inicially named the Chinese Girls School in Singapore , a school specifically establisbed for
those abandoned or enslaved Chinese girls who were being sold as servancs, it later became
known as the Cburch Of €ngland Zenanab (Dissionary school and is now St (Dargaret’s
Secondary School: it is clear that Olga Sprenger was working as a missionary by the time of
the Japanese invasion because she is mentioned a post war publicacion by the Anglican
cburch " Ghe War and After: Singapore " by Jobn Raycer and Jack Benict, priests of the
diocese, ... Several of the women missionaries left only a few days before the surrender.
amongst chem Evelyn Simmonds and Olga Sprenger, of whom nothing bas been beard
since they left Singapore ..." ( anglicanbistory.org/asia): the list compiled by the internees in
Palembang camp of those they believed bad died states ” ... (Diss Olga Sprenger, Pudu
€nglish School , KL, believed drowned ...": this is backed up by the official Colonial Office
Death Record " ... Diss Gladys Olga Sprenger, Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
(Dalaya, died on or about 14.2.42 in the vicinity of the Banka Straics following the sinking of
the "SS. Vyner Brooke” - no source for this informacion is recorded. (CORD, Register (D1,
folio 280, Serial 1305). NOGE - 12.5.16 SF6GPOGE said archivisc will look into files.
SGANGER - (Drs 1. Stanger appears as a survivor from the "SS. Vyner Brooke’ on the list
of Palembang internees prepared by (Drs. €. Cross: according to four different passenger
lists for ber travels back to €ngland she was born somewbere bectween 1900 -1902: another
source records (Drs Norab Albertha Stanger, bousewife aged 42 in 1942. Working at Fort
Canning February 1942. Evacuated 12.2.42 and became a Sumacra internee. She recurned to
(Dalaya in 1948. Ner busband was William Richard James Stanger, b.1899 Nythe, Kent. WW1
Service from 1915. Armourer Staff Sqr (Dalay Regiment from 1936, to Lt FADSVF atcached to
¥ Battalion, (Dalay Regiment POW Singapore to Ghailand 5.11.42. €Ended the war ac
Nakorn Nyok. Wife Norab Alberthainregned.in Sumacra. Recurned vo (Dalaya 1947
(JOM):chere is a newspaperréeordof Sar. And rs Scanger plus two children departing
Singapore for Europe inf 1934:6n ehe.'SS. Rarpuira®™( SEPDA 16.2.34): shipping records give
the names of the children as Bessic{b; 19240 and William (B. 1928) and list (Drs. Stanger as
Nora’ (ancestry.com):a firchér wripback to-€ngland was made from Jokobama in 1939
with the children on the Rawalpindi =possibly tg-deliver the children to boarding school? ;
she was repatriated on gbe 'Ranchi’ frommadrasin 1945 arriving Southampton on 24.11.45;
she took another trip mr195Q on the ‘Corfu and sh¢ musc still bad significant energy at age
early 50s because, in 1954, Mrs-Scanger opened aboarding and day school for children of 4
- 10 years of age at Porv Digkson(:58G. 312.54):.noching furcther on ber life is known.
SGANLEY - a bandwritten list which appears tobave been compiled in Palembang
internment Camp sbows “... William Stanley, Victoria Douse, Vicroria Street, London, Seen
in Water ... ". Gbis may in fact refer to William Stanley Darding who died in the sinking of
the "SS. Vyner Brooke” .

SGEVENS - Mrs Stevens, Note - she is said to be sister in law of Ernest Watson, the
Judicial Commissioner and lawyer also on the ship: (Drs €dich Christie Stevens, widow of Dr
William Robert Stevens (wbo died in 1930) of 27 Gambun Rd. Ipob. Sumazcra internee. Died
in captivity 1945[65] (Duntok (JADM): born c.1880-1 : she appears in local newspapers at a
number of dog shows in Ipob and Singapore during the 1930s: also a dog breeder of
‘Gambun’ kennels , 27 Gambun Road, Ipob (S&. 8.12.35); sbe also must bave been close to or
afriend of sip’s passenger (Drs. (Dyrtle Ward since they showed dogs in the cocker Spaniel
class in Ipob and (Dyrtle seemed to breed the same dogs: ”... Mrs Stevens died in (Day this
year [1945] after being-in bospital ( so called ) for almosc a year ...” (lecter from (Drs Myrtle
Ward to Mrs (Darjorie Gooding, widow of Stanley Gooding, dated late 1945): she died ac
Loebok Linggau camp on 22.6.45 and after the war was reinterred ( with the name €dich
Christie Stevens - Corbert) in the Dutch cemetery Kalibanteng at Semarang (
Block/Row/grave number VIII-145); there was also a (Dr Stevens on board but this does noc
appear to bave been ber busband ; also (Drs Susie Stevens( below)

SGEVENS - Mr Stevens? .In a lecrer dated 1945 from a survivor, (Drs (Dyrdle Ward, to the
widow of Stanley Gooding who drowned after the sinking it is stated " ...(Dr Stevens and
€Ernest Watson were on the ship, and (Drs Eva Dadden of Gaiping ... Ernest was wounded in
the bombing..Gbey got ashore in a lifeboac ...". If this is correct - and (Drs Ward did not just
make a typograpbical mistake between the words '(Dr’ and ‘(Drs’ in ber lecrer - then it &
poses a bit of a mystery. Gbere is no record of a (Dr Stevens being interned in the records of



Palembang Camp so it must be assumed that this ‘(Dr Stevens' died in the massacre on
Radji Beach since it is implied be was in the lifeboat with €Ernest Watson ( more research
may clarify this assumprtion). By a process of elimination of other men with this surname
known to bave lived in (Dalaya and Singapore prior to the War, this is not the busband of
(Drs E€dich Christie Stevens (above) because ber busband bad died in 1930; nor is it George
Christie Stevens of Kinta mines who evacuated to €ngland with bis wife (Sybil Pecheridge)
or (Dr KB.I Stevens of Dunlop’s who died as a POW in Siam. Gbis leaves just two other
men noted in the secret Teyes’ toilet paper record compiled in Changi - a 'SGEVENS 6
NEI?" and "SGEVENS J. AOMLAVOY?”

SGEVENS - Mrs Susie Stevens (listed as 'Siamese’) and ber baby (Cbristie) were noted on
the List of Women internees in Palembang Camp prepared by (Drs €. Cross: (Drs Susie
Stevens & son Christie survived the Vyner Brooke sinking and became Palembang,
Sumacra internees. Released - she a Siamese nacional (JADM): she may bave been a
daughrter -in-law of (Drs €dich Stevens above: there was certainly some family connection
since (Drs €dich Stevens bad a son (second son) named George Christie Stevens who was
married in 1928 - but be was engaged to a Sybil Pecheridge..

SGEVEDNS - Christie - a baby: Master Christie Stevens who was released from Palembang
camp with bis mother.

SGEWHARG - Sister Esther Sarab Jean ‘Stewie’ Stewart, NEX 70936, 2/10°” Australian
General Dospital. Jean was born on 15 October 1904 to Charles Lloyd Stewart and Sarab
(Day Jean Stewart and some sources says came from Coolangatca. One summary of ber life
is that "...She was born in Brisbane but moved to Darlingbursc once she got older. She was
a devout Presbycerian and trained as a nurse before enlisting in World War 2.
Unforcunately sbe did noc bave any close relacives as ber next of kin was a solicicor whom
she bad no relacion with named Andrew (Duir. ...(Dy assumprtion is that Jean bad noching
bolding ber back from going.on an advencure like travelling to Asia to work. She bad no
parcner. no immediace family, she seemed like a very independenc woman who was
decermined to make a change in ber life and use ber skills as a trained nurse to belp injured
soldiers...” ("Soldiers Story/€ulogy prepared by Alex White). Jean actually enlisted at
Vicroria Barracks, Sydney on 16 February 1942 and ber pay book photo shows a cheery,
smiling; open faced woman with light brown bairand bazel eyes (AW(D). Ghere is also a
pboto on ancestry.com of Jean as a younger woman, perbaps about 20 years of age,
showing a sweet faced young woman. Jean Scewartwas one of thac group of fine,
compassionate and noble women murdered by Japanese soldiers on Radji Beach on 16
February 1942 after the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke'. Soon after the surviving nurses
were repatriated to Australia there appeared in the "Sydney (Dorning Rerald “on 6.10.45 the
insertion in their "Roll of Ronour” column ".. SGEWARG - A cribute of love to INX 70936
Sister Jean Stewart, dear friend of (Drs. Cathro (Urana), (Drs Cheek, and (Drs Edwards
(Newcastle)...”which suggests that if Jean was sbort on family sbe cercainly bad good
friends. Also interestingly, in contrast to the above summary of ber life indicacing thac
Jean was some sorc of orpban, there appear in several newspapers after the War evidence of
clear actions by Jean's mother to ensure ber daugbter was remembered and which give us a
clear piccure of the progression of Jean's life. Firstly (‘Gbe Courier - (Dail’ Brisbane, 29.1.46)
thearticle “.. Mother perpecuaces memory of Peroic Army nurse Shoc by Japs' ...
Coolangacca and Gweed beads are perpetuacing the memory of (Dacron E€scher Stewart, of
Brisbane whose last words when sbe and 20 other Army INursing sisters were being
slaugbhtered by Japanese machine guns on the beach at Banka Island, off Sumacra, four
years ago were : "Girls take i, doncsqueall’... Der mother. (Drs Jean Scewart of Dixon
Street, Coolangacta, bas presenced a memorial electric clock to the local sub-branch of the
Returned Soldier’s league. At the unveiling service the Presidenc ((Dr. A. Gbomas) said thac
the only survivor of the massacre( Sister Vivien Bullwinkel)of adelaide0 bad cold (Drs
Stewart of ber daugbhter’s lasc words as she and other nurses were being shot down.....Gbe
[ate (Dacron Stewart was born ac INew farm , Brisbane and was educated ac the New Farm
and Roma Schools. She entered the nursing profession act Goowoomba, and subsequently
trained ac the Diamancina Pospical Brisbane and the Royal Prince Alfred and crown Streec
Women's Dospital Sydney. She enlisted ac Bachursc when 40 and was ac Singapore pri?);* to
ics fall.....". Gbe next record is soon after in the Gweed Daily” (20.2.46) in their "Roll Of



Honour” classified listings "SGEWARG - In loving memory of INX 70956[sic on service
number] Sister €scber Sarab Jean Stewarc, only child of (Drs Jean Stewart (nee Dann), who
was murdered by the Japanese at Banka Island, February 1942."Lesc We Forgec”. If I could
bave my dearest wish, And all earch’s treasures too: And pick from Deaven whac I may, Dear
Jean, I would ask for you.... (Dany a lonely bearcache. many a silent cear, Buc always a
beauciful memory, Of a daugbcer I loved so dear. I keep forever in my bearc- (Docher”.
Finally there is a reportin the "Gweed Daily” ((Durwillumbab, NSW 21.48) of the
Coolangatra War memorial being builc in fronc of the Council Chambers - the memorial to
stand 11 feet bigb in the form of a cross and containing two drinking fountains and to be lic
by elecericity. Jean 'Stewie’ Stewart( or as it appears ‘Esther’ to ber mother) is also
memorialised on the memorial to AAINS nurses who gave their lives in the Second World
War at Kapunda memorial Gardens, Dutton park, South Australia; the ‘(Demorial garden
for Nurses’ at Augusta, WA. and the Kranji War (Demorial in Singapore ( panel reference -
Column 142)

SGRANGE - (Ds Daphne Geraldine Strange, to (Dalaya 1940. Colonial Service Nursing
Sister, General Dospital JB. Lost at sea 15.2.42 following sinking of the Vyner Brooke
(JAD); also the official records thar Miss Dapbne Geraldine Strange, (Dalayan Nursing
Service died on or about 14.2. 42 near the Banka Straics as a resulc of the sinking of the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” (CORD Register (D1, Serial 207, 1038 plus 13 on file of Miss (D.B.1N. Dusxill)
and the subsequent other official record of Dapbne Geraldine Strange, civilian died on
14.2.42 as aresult of the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” (CWGC): there is also a report of
Dapbne Geraldine Strange of the (Dalayan Nursing Service ( Jobore) who was seen in the
sea after the sinking of the "Vyner Brooke” ( S6. 29.5.46 "Gracing of the (Dissing Concinues”)
; she is also one of six nurses memorialised in.the South Window of the church of St.
Bartholomew the Lesser, London-at St Barcholomew's Dospital these being nurses of St.
Barts who lost their lives in World War Gwo: on 28.8.46 in the ‘Straits Gimes' thereis a
report of Probate issued for Daphne Strange of Playfoot (Darfield near Gonbridge, spinscer,
©o Frederick Griffich ScClair Strange. pbysician and surgeon to the amount of S66 608
SUER - Sister Ada” Mickey” Corberr Syer, WEX 11105, 2/10% Australian General Rospital
[Note: the AW incorrectly spells ber middle name as ‘Corbicc’]. Ada Syer was born in Praban,
Vicroria on 15 November 1910 to Francis Lionel Syer and Annie Corbert Syer (nee Smich). It
looks like the family moved soon afcer ber birth to the (Dorningcon peninsula souch of
(Melbourne (at the timeof bis death in 1948, as a resulc of a motor accident, Mr FL. Smich's
address was given as (Darina Avenue, (Dorningcon). Lictle is known of ber early life except
from elecroral records which show ber livingin (Delbourne aged 20 years in 1931 and then in
Batman( norch Melbourne) as a young woman during 1934-37. Soon after that she moved
o Western Australia because a post war newspaper article ("Gbe Daily News” , Perch,
17.9.450 tells us that she was born in Victoria but enlisted in Western Australia, specifically
"... Ada Syer who enlisted from Devonleigh Dospital| ic was a very small private bospitalin a
bouse at 9 Anstey Street, Cottesloe, at the time which included a nurses quarcers, midwifery section
and an operating theatre] - where she bad been nursing for three years and bad been living
with ber uncle and aunc, (Dr and (Drs W.6. Succon, 18 Cencral Avenue. Claremonc....Sister
Syer’s parencs live in (Dorningcon, Victoria...”Another newspaper, the "Standard”
Frankeon, Vic. (1.11.45), tells us that she enlisted in July 1941. Ada’s story then continues
from incerviews contained in oral recordings at the AW(D (there are three separate
interviews, but the informacion bere is sourced from AW ID # SO 4057). Ada tells us that
on the day of the evacuation from Singapore she went to Keppel barbour [parc of the
Singapore docks] and with the other nurses sbe boarded a launch which took them out to the
"Vyner Brooke'. Amongst ber recollections is the importanc bistorical insight that “... a loc
of infants needed feeding ..."wbich is another confirmation thac there was a sizeable group
of small children on board - indicating that many of these babies and small children died in
the sinking and at sea. She talks of the attack on the sbip “...after lunch on Saturday -
2.00pm I think ..." and the sbip zigzagging to evade the bombs before the lounge receiving a
direct bit, one bomb going straight down the funnel and anocher bitting the bridge of the
ship. She also says that the ship went down in 15 minutes and that the bombers came back
and machine gunned the sbip and survivors. She talks of there only being one lifeboat (5
and also the fact that before it sank she and other nurses went througb every
comparcment and cupboard in the ship looking for people. Once in the sea she describes the



".. fairly swift currenc...”and that .. the sea became choppy and rougb ... In thelast
known sigbting of fellow passenger Sister Louvinia Bates , Ada recalls that on the nigbt of
the sinking, whilst shbe was swimming and bolding onto debris, she beard Louvinia Bates
call out and when Ada replied, Louvinia called back that ber name was ‘Bates’ - but she was
never seen again. Concinuing ber story of ber time drifting ac sea that night Ada recalls ".. a
woman, a Lancashire woman, bad worked in municions ... (Dargaret Guilfoyle from
Lancasbire ..." drifted up to ber and then a man who said mostincongruously " ... bow do
youdo ... Dy name is Zimmerman and I am just passing througb ...". [erbert Zimmerman
reached Banka Island buc died in internment - ‘(Dargaret Guilfoyle from Lancasbire’ bas never been
identified]. Ada then came upon eight nurses bolding onto a log of wood and they all tried to
reach the lights [in fact the bonfire] they saw on the beach - where “... the girls ..."inthe
lifeboat bad landed - but currents pushed them away and took them around the beadland
with alighthouse into a much calmer barbour where a “Jap“landing craft wenc pasc - the
Japanese invasion fleec was landing on Banka Island - they finally made it to Banka Island
and then went into the jungle. Ada was caprured by the Japanese with the other nurses and
interned in (Duntok cinema - she recalls ic was whilst there that a Japanese soldier told
Sister Dannab that ".. we bave just buried 25 women wearing thac uniform ..."in a reference
to the massacre on Radji Beach. (End of Gape 2 at the IW(D). Ada survived internment in
(Muncok, Palembang, (Duntok again and then finally the borrendous conditions of Belalau
camp. Rerurning to Australia (via Singapore) after the war she was interviewed by many
newspapers (see Grove newspaper archives) and then in 1947 she was a bridesmaid to the
wedding of ber brother Francis V. Syer to fellow nursing survivor Flo Grotrer ("Gbe Courier
- (Dail’, Brisbane, 15.11.47). Soon after this bappy event ber father was killed in a motor
accidentin 1948 and then in the following year, when Ada is recoded on electoral rolls as
living in Flinders, Victoria; ber beloved mother also died. At this pointing ber life Ada seems
©o bave wanted to get olic of themainstream of society, because she beaded out to Broken
hill Dospital - in the isolated mining city in the far west of outback NSW - for work and
whilst there in 1951 she passed ber midwifery exams ("Barrier (Diner”, Broken Nill, 7.8.51);
then by 1954 she was | "working as a nurse; 1000 miles west of Brisbane .. in conjunction
wich the Flying Doctor Service beeween Jundab and Windorab ...”( "Gbe Courier - (Dail’,
Brisbane 16.7.54) - this was contained in an article abour Ada atrending a debutantes part
in London and then soon afeer Ada was reported being presented to the Queen as an
Australian representacive; presumably at a garden parcy. By 1958 she was living in Ryan a
vown near (Dt Isa in thevery isolated parcof north western Queensland. Gbis was followed
by some twenty years of moving location every few years from Ryan to the Riverina area of
South western NSW: to (Doreton, Queensland: back to the Riverina: then Bradfield, NSW
and Geelong Vic. Itis not known whether she continued ber nursing career ac this - she
would bave reached recirement age by the early 1970s. Ghe book ‘'ORB’ tells us that Ada
passed away in 1991.

BAIG - Sister Mona Gaic, MNX 76281, 2/13% Auscralian General hospital. Mona was the
daugbrter of Robert Gait of Newcastle, NSW (AWD) and was born in about 1915.6be photo
of ber in ber Paybook records is of a bappy, smiling young woman. Sadly liccle is known of
the life of Dona Gait but ‘'ORB’ (p.310) records that she trained ac Royal Canberra Dospical
and then was a theatre Sister at the Canberra community Rospical, Acton. She was
murdered by Japanese troops with the other Australian Army nurses ac Radji Beach on
16.2.42. In 1945 there is the newspaper record ("Gbe Cessnock €Eagle and Souch Maitland
Recorder” 11.10.45) that because Sister Gait bad received ber training ac the Cessnock
Nospiral the Board approved ".. a memorial bed and plaque to be inscalled in the new
macernity ward as a mark of remembrance ... (Dona is also remembered through the RSL
tait/ Dayman Fund - income from the funds investments is donaced to the Universicy of
Canberra to purcbase books for its nurses Library. Gbere is also the (Dona Gait and (Dary
hayman Plaque in Royal Canberra Rospital.

BEBBUGG - (Dajor William Alston Gebbuct, NX 70344, 87 Division NQ, AIF, was born in

1898. Ne was a Clerk at the starc of the First World War and on 2.9.14 enlisted as a Private
in the 4™ Batealion, AIF, in which be served in the Grench (Dortar Battery at Gallipoli: be
was bospitalised to (Dalca for about nine months, promoted to Corporal and then senéto
France for Intelligence duties. In 1917 be was promoted to Lieutenant in the School of
Instructors and in October 1917 bis record shows bim ‘(Dissing Believed Wounded'. By the



time of World War Gwo be was a solicitor in Sydney and was called up in September 1940
and appointed Caprain, in (Day 1941 be was appointed as Incelligence Officer with the AIF in
(Dalaya and in November 1941 just prior to the Japanese invasion promoted to (Dajor. Ne
was married to Gwendoline (Dary Gebbutt and lived at 14 Gladstone Road, Lindfield.
During the bombing attack on the 'SS Vyner Brooke’ be assisted in the lowering of the
lifeboats - during which be noted that only two lifeboats remained undamaged - and also
belped passengers climb down the rope ladders to the lifeboats. Ne later jumped into the
seaand” ... swam about generally in the afternoon and nearing darkness , was near to this
liferaft, vo which were clinging large numbers of nurses and some civilians ... there was no
room to cling a band for support ..." - so be decided to make for shore whicb be reached
some time before nigbtfall. Re records be was captured by the Japanese after spending two
weeks in the jungle on Banka island and taken to the Ginwinning Labour Assembly Stacion.
he was a POW uncil November 1945 when be returned to Australia on the Duncroon’. Re
compiled a very detailed five page report "Evacuacion from Singapore and massacre of
Australian Nursing Sisters and Ochers” (this is now beld in the Australian Nacional
Arcbives in Delbourne) whilst in Changi POW camp - its detailed and logical composition
makes it a most valuable record (apparently be bad interviewed others in Sumatran POW
camps butc bad to destroy these reports for fear of being found by Japanese quards) and a
reflection of bis education and abilities boned from years as an incelligence Officer (NAA.
B3856, 144/1/346).
GAY /6HAY - (Drs Gay , died 21.11.44, is recorded in the List of British women internees ac
Palembang camp by (Drs. €. Cross; she is also listed by Dr Goldberg in ber post war report
as"... (Drs Gbay, Britisb married to Chinese ..." in ber list of those survivors from the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” who died at '(Dtindek’ {si¢) (Goldberg INAA 472): in 1968 an Indonesian
religious minister visited the derelict cemecery containing the graves of (Duncok internees
who bad not been reincerred by the Dutch War Cemeteries group and noted down what
was decipberable on the crosses abovethe graves, For (Drs Gay be recorded ”... Mrs Nellie
€llen Gay, 61 Rocksbore Road, Singapore. Aged 40" ((Duntok Peace (Duseum records): there
is no '‘Rockshore road in Singapore./soitseens ifacc thacicis meant to be Rochor Road
in central Singapore and (Drs Gay would have [ived there with ber busband, Dr Gay, before
the evacuacion in eictheér-one,of the shopbouses of pne of the few mulxi level building
scatrered along the road; &'clueto her busband appeass to be in the record in the (Dalayan
Volunteers Group website: {GAY-Drs 1¥éllic Ellen 'Soo Wong' from London. Lived at 61
Rockshore Rd, Singapore. Wifeof DrGay-Palembang Women's Camp 1942. Sumacra
internee. Died in captivity 21144 [40]( Sumatra): this record suggests that Dr Gay was in
fact Dr. Gay Soo Woon who graduated as a medical docror in Singapore during the 1920s
and featured as a sportsman in achletics and other sports in Singapore newspapers: in the
early 1930s be struck financial problems and was declared bankrupt, buc was discharged in
1935 ( SFP(DA 21.9.35); it is not clear when Nellie and Doctor Gay were married or what
bappened to Dr Gay because bis [ast record in newspapers was in 1939: so the origin of
Nellie €llen and ber maiden name remains unknown, buc tragically she died in the
borrendous circumstances of (Duntok internment camp in 1944 when so many lost their
lives as a result of starvacion, disease, [ack of medicine and brucal treatment by the
Japanese.
GAY /6HAY- in 'ORB' there are a couple of references , presumably drawn from the
memoirs and reports of the Rustralian nurses by the autbor, of a Chinese docrtor on Radji
Beach - is this Dr Gay the busband of INellie €llen Gay of Rockshore (Rochor Road??)?or is
icaDr Chan.
GRENNERY - Sister Annie Merle Grenerry, SEX 13419, 2/13 Australian General RDospital.
(Derle Grenerry was born on 31 (Darch 1909, the eldest child of Edward Josepb Grenerry and
Ann Vincent Grenerry - she bad two sisters and two brothers. Der father worked in the
(Moonta mines in the district of South Australia named after these mines. Doonta, which
is on the Yorke Peninsula to the west of Adelaide, was ‘Australia’s Lictle Cornwall and
many of the miners were Cornish. (Derle was educated ac (Doonta (Dines District Righ
School and (Doonta Gechnical School and by 1928 she was training as a nurse at Quet
Street Privace Rospital, Adelaide. By 1933 she was working at the Queen Vicroria I?ospi@gl in
Adelaide (in the (Didwifery section) and passed ber midwifery exam in (Day 1934 whilst ac
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the 'Queens Nome’. As a triple cercificated sister she was a very bigbly qualified nurse for ber
time! Shortly after during 1934 sbe is recorded as working at the Nortbfield Infectious
Diseases bospital, Adelaide and in 1935 she was appointed (Dacron at the Moonta Jubilee
bospical which was no doubt a source of great pride for ber family there. Various records
bave ber moving about in several differenc roles over the next five years - at (Deningie
bospizal, Moorook Nospical as Bush district Nurse based at Gumbly Bay on the Eyre
Peninsula and at Poochera Rospital in 1940. By the time she enlisted in 1941 she would bave
been one of the most experienced nurses in ber relacively young age group in the AANS
going to (Dalaya. She enlisted at the Wayville recruiting center in Adelaide on 7.2.41, posted
©o the AANS and within six weeks was in Singapore, arriving April 1941( Flo Casson also
volunteered ac Wayville five weeks lacer buc for some strange reason ber Army service
number is SEX 13418 - one digit earlier in the sequence?) After the sinking of the 'Vyner
Brooke’ Derle reached the rafc with (Datron Pascbke, Iole Narper, Gladys (DcDonald,, Jess
Dorsch, (Dary Clarke and becty Jeffrey. After Becry and Iole and few other nurses separaced
from the rafc by sea currents (Derle was last seen by Betty and Iole being swept away down
the Banka Straics bolding onto the trailing ropes of the raft along with Jess Dorsch, whilst
Olive Pascbke, (Dary Clarke, Gladys (DcDonald sat together with Caroline €nnis cradlinga
small Chinese boy aged four years and a small €nglisb girl aged three years. Gbis group on
the raft were never seen alive again. Go dace all licerature on the subject bas the raft never
seen again, bowever new informacion (ref. email November 2016, Dr Neil MDcGregor advising
thacbis mother Sister Sylvia (Duir who was on the 'Vyner Brooke' was told this in
Singapore after release from internment in 1945) bas come to light thac in facc this raft
with the remains of Sister (DcDonald and two otber nurses was located several weeks later
by a ship in the Indian Ocean:So (Derle Grenerry must bave lost ber life in the sea or stillon
the raft as it was taken by the powerful sea currenc thac run down the east coast of
Sumartra into the Sunda Straits and out inte the Indian Ocean. (Derle’s name is included
on both the (Doonta and Gumbly Bay Donourrolls and a pboto grapb of ber is displayed in
the Gumby Bay RSL. Ghe RSL bave ensured that ber memory is refresbed each year with
the awarding of the Annie (Derle Grenerry RSL (Demorial medal for ‘A’ grade necball ("A
Nurses Story” by Geoff Stewart and “Yorke Peninsular Councry times” 3.5.16).In 2003 a
street in Port Rugbes, near(Doonta in SA, was renamed Grenerry Place to recognise that
family's concribution to the area as well as (Derle Grenerry's sacrifice. She is remembered on
the family memorial ac (Doonta.cemetery wich the caption ... presumed to bave lost ber life
atthe fall of Singapore...".

GROGGER - Sister Florence Flo' Elizabéech-Grotrer, QFX 19077, 2/107 Australian General
Dospital. Go quote ORB she was “... a devout Christian, she was a Queenslander and one of
a group of nurses from the Brisbane General Rospital who enlisted togetber in 1940 ..."
(ORB, p.170). Florence €lizabeth Grotrer was born in Sydney on 4”” October 1915 (obituary
notice "Gbe Australian’, 19.8.2002), the daughter of (Dr. and (Drs. J.C. Grotzer of Stanley
Gerrace, Garinga, Queensland. €arly newspaper records show ber passing the State
scholarsbip examination in 1930 ("Gbe Gelegraph” 24.1.30) and the Universicy junior Public
Examination two years later. In 1932 Flo also completed ber two year course of training ac
Renwick Rospital, Sydney ("Gbe (Danning River Gimes ¢ Advocate’, 10.12.32). Between 1938-
40 sbhe was very active socially in actending Balls and also organising these fundraising
events for organisations such as the Turses Assn € Nospitals’ and the 'General Rospital
Nurses AIF fund’ in Brisbane. Writing bome to ber mother from (Dalaya ("Sunday (Dail’,
Brisbane, 11.1.42), just before the Japanese invaded Singapore, Flo explained to ber mother
ber experience with Xmas parcies during which the nurses bad to wear tin belmets, and ber
ongoing fundraising involvement - (plus a tour of a tin mine ac Kuala Lipis). After the
bombing and sinking of the 'Vyner Brooke' Flo was part of the group of nurses who,
bolding on o a plank of wood in the sea, once again showed a real atcicude and began
singing "We Are Off to See the Wizard [of Oz]". She made it to Banka Island safely and then
endured and survived three and a balf years of deprivacion, neglect and starvation in
(Muntok, Palembang and Belalau internment camps. Ironically in 1943 there appeared a
newspaper report in Auscralia stating thac Florence and four other Queensland nurses
were " ... safe and well in Singapore ..." when in fact they were enduring the barsb conditidns
of internment in Palembang, Sumacra! During incernmenc there sbe, along with Betcy



Jeffrey, sec berself up as a bairdresser later saying that she .. crimmed and sec bair for
them ..."- being the wealchy Dutch internees in the camp. Flo survived the camps and was
repatriated firstly to Singapore in a very emaciated condition and then bome on the
'‘(Danunda’. After ber discharge from the AANS , Flo was awarded ‘(Dencioned in
Despazches’, and then joined the leading Brisbane departmenc store ‘Allen ¢ Stark Led' as
one of Australia’s first induscrial nurses ( "Gbe Courier (Dail’, 15.8.47). In 1947 she married
the brother of ber friend, and fellow 'Vyner Brooke’ survivor, '(Dickey’ Syer whose name was
Frank Syer (Ada "(Dickey’ Syer was one of ber bridesmaids) and they went on to bave two
daugbrers. She continued ber nursing career in increasingly senior positions uncil she
recired in 1976.In 1999 the Flo Syer (Grotrer) Ward was opened at the Repacriacion
/Breenslopes Private Nospical in Brisbane. Aged 86 years she passed away on 31 July 2002 -
ber death being the subject of a public statement by the (Dinister of Veterans Affairs and
an obituary in the nationally distributed "Gbe Australian " newspaper 19.8.2002.
GUNBRIDGE - Mrs Phyllis . Gunbridge, wife of CSMD Godfrey C. Gunbridge RASC, then
POW Singapore. Aged 36 in 1942. Palembang Women's Camp, a Sumacra internee.
Repatriated to India then on Brittanic from Bombay, arriving Liverpool 12.4.46. Son Kerry.
Family to Auscralia 1958 (JADD): Phyllis Gunbridge was the wife of Godfrey Cyril ‘George’
Gunbridge and she bad worked in British Army Incelligence at Fort Canning prior to the
Surrender of Singapore: George became a POW in Changi and then Japan: ber account of
ber personal experience during the sinking is well told in the book " A Short Cruise on the
Vyner Brooke'( pp.61-64) and derives from conversations with Pbyllis late in life by ber son
Rerry Gunbridge: ber landing on the beach at (Duntok is also explained on p.188 of "On
Radji Beach": during the last few days b before the Surrender of Singapore, she bad joined
with a group other servicemen's wives w-bo were [ate in evacuating from Singapore and
boarded the "SS. Vyner Bféoﬁc ,,.Wbmtbe s,l‘);ﬁbcgan o sink she jumped overboard and
swam to the nearest raft wl’};tﬂfv was. alre%iﬂdérérowded, Along with otber competenc
swimmers sbe beld onto a ropc anci’trch to oy Cbﬁ raft towards [and wbich could be seen
in the distance. Reahﬂm.g thacEhey were fi % losing batcle with the strong currencs
Pbyllis and Sister Nesed Ija\mcs struckouton towards the shore to get belp. Afcer
many bours smmmu{ga_gams‘c tbe tide 'qbcy rcaébcd shore in the early bours of the
morning after the sinking }ch made Fon'(I)un ilighthouse. Gbere they encountered a
Dalay family and almoét mﬁiedlatc[y aJ: aftese’pahol with fixed bayonets that entered
theroom acthe hgb‘cbgus‘bg\ e.i' kccptﬂ};{beg?undq quard all nigbt the Japanese patrol
suddenly deparced eat_ly RoTIing: aﬁ'dPEyHls andTlesta also burried off to search for other
survivors and came across othets on‘chénearby beach. Once again the survivors were
captured by the Japanese and this time taken to (Duntok to begin three and a balf years of
internmenc. Phyllis aligned berself with the Australian Army Nurses in the internmentc
camps and a group of these women became lifelong friends. Kerry Gunbridge bas said that
bis mother was a competent seamstress and was able to supplement ber food racion by
earning money from the local Dutch internees who , as in other Dutch €ast Indies camps,
encered internmenc with vastly more money and possessions that the British internees.
Pbyllis died in 2003 aged 97 years of age - George died aged 98 years despice both baving
endured some of the worst conditions of imprisonment of any prisoners during World War
Gwo ( emails from Kerry Gunbridge 2016).

BWEDDELL - Sister Joyce ‘Gweedie' Gweddell, QFX 19070, 2/10% Australian General
RNospizal. Joyce was the daugbrter of (Dr. & (Drs. Archur Gweddell of (Doreton Street,
Norton/MNorman park, Brisbane ("Ghe Gelegraph, Brisbane, 22.3.43). Gbere is a good
biograpby of Joyce in the ‘Australian Womens register’ and some of the following
information is drawn from that source. She attended Petrie Gerrace State School and
Brisbane State Digh School, after school she worked and completed courses at Nunns ¢
Grivetrrs Secretarial School before turning 18 years and thus became eligible to encer
nursing. She loved to go bushwalking and made the three day crip on borseback to
O'Reilly’s Guest lodge many times. Graining as a nurse ain Brisbane she graduated from
general training in April 1939 a joined the staff of Brisbane General Rospital (now Royal
Brisbane Nospital). She also completed a Gherapy Radiograpby course, wbich was unusual
at the time because it was necessary to bave studied pbysics and chemistry ac school, atid
alchough this was a rare achievement for a female at the time, Joyce bad done so. She
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received ber resulcs for this course after she recurned from the war. Der mother received ber
qualifications while Joyce was interned. She enlisted in the AAINS on 17 January 1941 and was
attached to the 2/10% AGR. Ghere is a photo in "Gbe Gelegraph” 19.2.41 of 15 AANS nurses
leaving Brisbane - many of these women were later to be on the 'Vyner Brooke' when it
sank. According to ‘'ORB'’ Joyce entered the sea from the sinking 'Vyner Brooke’ still wearing
ber tin belmet and the swam over to join the group of nurses bolding onto a plank of wood
wbo became famous for breaking into a version of the 'Wizard of Oz" song to lifc their
spirits. During this period in the sea Joyce went to the assistance of Sylvia (Duir who was in
danger of being dragged under by a panicking Chinese woman. Joyce was washed onto a
beach on Banka Island on the following (Sunday) morning with the group of nurses who
then beaded vowards the town of (Duntok, only to be promprtly caprured by Japanese
soldiers and interned in the town’s old cinema. Sbe endured three and a balf years of
extremely barsh and deprived internment in the (Duntok, Palembang and Belalau camps -
surviving but only just - on repacriation to Singapore at the temporary Rospital at St
Patrick’s School, Katong; it was considered that Joyce was only bours away from death
from malnucrition and disease - malaria, beriberi, and chronic amoebic dysencery etc (
ORB, p.290)After some recuperation in Singapore Joyce returned to Australia ion the
Rospital ship ‘(Danunda’ arriving on 27 October 1945. She was admicted to the (Dargate
Convalescent Dome on ber return to Brisbane. She was discharged from the ARNS in June
1946 and was employed by the royal Brisbane Nospital as second in charge of the
radiograpby unic, and remained in that unic uncil ber recirement as Queensland's Chief
Radiograpber Joyce retired from nursing in 1979 and took to travelling in earnest, usually
with Flo Syer ( nee Grotrer) . She never married. In 1993 Joyce and six of the surviving POW
nurses recurned to dedicate athemaorialornrRadji Beach at Banka Island. Gbe Royal
Brisbane Dospital bonourtdjoyce-bynaming:one of their new buildings after ber - the
Joyce Gweddell Building botisés thelnfectiotisidiseases unit, Cancer Care unit, Radiacion
Oncology unic and th¢ Bore (Darrow transplanc unic. Joyce died in Caloundra in November
1995 aged 79 years - she bad (early 1970s) refiised anominacion for the (DBE as she believed
all surviving POWs deseérved onel

WHADDLE - (Drs Razhleen €lise Waddle, BA, born' 17 January 1900. €ducaced €ggar’s
Grammar School, Alvon; Dancs, €ast London College, London Universicy: (Daria Grey
Graining College, London University. Go Malaya 1926(Blue Funnel ‘Sarpedon’ 30.1.26) as
European (Distress SS. Principal, Raffles Girls School, Singapore 1937-1942. Lost at sea
14.2.42 on the Vyner Brooke (JM and Michacl Freeman): Katbleen Elise Berry was born
on 17 February 1900 in Shepberds Busb as the first of nine children to Frank and Emily
Berry. Clearly a woman with intellect and drive she graduated from €ast London College, a
School of the Universicy of London, with a BA degree in Geograpby and Lacin and then
trained as a teacher at the (Daria Gray Graining College, Bishopsgate. At age 26 years, after
qualifying as a teacher, Katbleen travelled to Singapore to take up a teaching position of
European (Distress at Raffles Girls School. She also joined the choir at St Andrew's
Cathedral and as a result met the Catbedral Organist Robert Waddle. On 14 February 1931 (
note - the same day as the 'Vyner Brooke' was atcacked 11 years later) she married
electrical engineer Robert Alfred Waddle at St Andrews Cachedral, Singapore (SEP(DA
16.2.31), and the reception was beld by (Diss Buckle, Deadmistress of Raffles Girls School ac
the School. Ghe then (Drs Rathleen €Elise Waddle was a focussed and bard working teaching
professional, with a full time job in an era when this nature of employment was a raricy for
women in Singapore. Family film shows ber confidently driving the family car at atime
wben women driving was a less common event. On 25 April 1937 Katbleen Waddle bad a
daugbrer, Jennifer Dorothy, delivered at Singapore General Rospical (SFP(DA 26.4.37). Der
daugbrer Jennifer recalls ber mothber as someone who was obliged to spend long bours
involved with the School when she became Principal of Raffles Primary Girls School in
about 1938 ( the two previous Principals or beadmistresses appear the bave been (Diss
Buckle until 1923 and then (Diss Richardson until 1937). Rowever Katbleen always made
time to read to ber daughter at bedtime and take ber to Robinsons’ on a Saturday
morning to bire jigsaw puzzles and buy many 'Dinky Goys’ (daugbter (Drs. Jennifer
Freeman, New Zealand, February 2016) - not dissimilar to the modern professional worfian:
contemporary pbotos (and family film) show ber as a diminutive, dark baired and sligbtly



builc woman (SG. 2.8.36); Per busband was WADDLE RA [Roberc Alfred] ‘Bobby’ b.1904. Go
Singapore 1926. €ngineer. Electrical Dept, Singapore. (Dunicipalicy. Lace Changi incernee.
Organisc St Andrew’s Catbedral for 30 years. Wife Joan: daugbrcers Jennifer € Sally. Jennifer
evacuaced on arkunda, arriving Fremantle WA 24.1.42. Recturned to Singapore posc-war:
City €lectrical €ngineer 1951-1958. Retired to the U] 1958. Died 6.5.69 Willicon, Somerset [be
bad married Joan (Dary Lloyds of the British Far €ast Broadcascing Service 11.47
Singapore].: by the time of the Japanese invasion in December 1941 Kacbleen Waddle bad
become a relatively long term resident of Singapore, parc of the establishment, living ac 583
Upper Serangoon Road and occupied a posicion of responsibilicy for a large school, so a
quick departure with ber daugbter to safety would bave been almost unchinkable. Der
mother Emily Berry bad come out from €ngland in about 1939 to visit the family and, with
the declaracion of War in Europe bad either decided to stay or was stuck in Singapore with
limited travel options bome. It is not surprising thac by this time Kathleen bad become
socially well establisbed and acquainted wich the Singapore social icon, (Drs (Dary Brown
and ber daughcer Shelagh, with whom sbe later boarded the "SS. Vyner Brooke”. In January
1942 Dr & Drs Waddle organised for Kathleen's mocher, (Drs Emily Berry, and Jennifer to
get a pass on the converted troop sbip Narkunda’ (which bad arrived on 13 January with
reinforcements from Durban) and the sbip left about 24 January 1942 for Fremantle. At
this stage most people in posicions of authority were not even contemplacing leaving
Singapore. Jennifer and ber grandmother duly departed on 16 January 1942 (naval-
bistory.com) or a day or two earlier according to some passengers, and arrived in
Fremancle, WA, a macter of days later. On 12 February Katbleen Waddle boarded the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” when ic became apparent all was lost in Singapore: passenger Shelagh
Brown told Ratbleen's family thacsbe last saw ber on the deck of the ship ac the time ic
was bombed: anotber source 'R} casualcies’ (ADSA) 358/2875) records ”... (Drs Waddel [sic],
Upper Serangoon Road. Singapore. drowned wbhen leaving 'Vyner Brooke': another record -
the original handwricren casualty lists compiled in Changi POW camp state “...Waddle
(Wardle?) Dr/ Upper Serangoon Road, S pore.Drowned leaving Vyner Brooke. At Sea...”: this
may bave answered the face of Katbleen Waddle but there also exists, in a bandwritten list
of people who died in the sinking of the “SS. Vyner Brooke” and the afcermath (che list
appears to bave been compiled in Palembang Camp during 1942-43), anotber record
showing at the top of the list“... WADDLE MRS, RAFFLES GIRLS SCHOOL, SPORE. LASG
S€EN IN LIFEBOAG. WOUNDED. NEAD & NAND.."; this raises the strong and awful
probabilicy that Kathleen Waddle was amongstthe wounded who landed in the first
lifeboat on Radji Beach wich First Officer Sedgeman and Irene Drummond and died on 15
February 1942 acthe bands of the Japanese troops , either as one of the (up to five) women
'streccher cases' lying in the shade of the trees at the top of the beach, or ( less likely because
it seems to bave been that wounded soldiers were placed in that but) amongst the balf
dozen to badly wounded lying in the ' fishermen’s but’ at the top of the beach which is also
mencioned (ORB p.217) as being at the top of the beach ; the official record in the Colonial
Office Record of Deaths records ... (Drs Kachleen €. Waddle, Principal Raffles Girls School,
died on or about 14.2.42 in the Banka Scraics following the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner
Brooke”. Source C -in - C ALFSEA. (CORD. Reg. (D1, Folio 140, Serial 822); she is also
memorialised by the CWGC as baving died on 14 February - it is noc known if these
organisations were aware of the misfiled List (in the file of "NMS. Giang Bee” documents at
the Nacional Archives) mentioned above and compiled in Palembang camp.

WALLER - a list compiled in Palembang Internment Camp of those who appear to bave
died ( see above Introduction for copy of document) in the sinking of the ship or events
afterwards shows “... Dr. & (Drs. Waller, P & & Depc, Singapore”: no person wicth the name
Waller bas been found in pre war newspapers, directories (1935-40) etc. as baving been
employed specifically by the P & & Dept, Singapore’ - which this researcher takes to mean
the 'Post & Gelegrapb Department, Singapore’, wbich was a significanc entity in pre War
years and also operated until the actual fall of Singapore with addicional roles for wartime.
(Discellaneous records do show a (Dr Reich Inet Waller of AO ((Dalaya) Ltd, Ganjong
Gualang, Perak marrying a (Diss Norab Leila Roeden of Penang in 1940 (SFP(DA 25.6.40)
and then after the retreat from (Dalaya o Singapore a newspaper advertisementin o
January 1942 "Anyone knowing the whereabouts of (Drs Keich Waller of Perak who lefc



recently for Singapore to get in touch with (Drs. C. Westerbout, 148 (Dichael’s Road,
Singapore ...."(SFP(DA 14.1.42): but there is no link to the "SS. Vyner Brooke”, Banka Island,
as internees or death records for this couple and the P. & &.' link does not appear to exist.
One other reasonable possibilicy for the idencity of this couple arises from the document
compiled on 18 sheets of Jeyes' toiler paper by the internees in Changi during 1942-43 on
thousands of European men and what the internees knew of their fate. In this
microscopically written, intriguing and very credible and accurate documenc there is the
listing of "WALLER € LEWIS - POSGAL CENSOR - LEFG W WIFE 11/2 (EMP SGAR?) ...".
Gbhe Changi internees were very clear on bis unusual name and occupation, but seem
unsure as to whether this man and bis wife actually left on the "SS. Empire Star’ which
departed Singapore in the last chaotic convoy on 11 February 1942, at a very similar time to
the "SS. Vyner Brooke”. Gbhe next link to the couple listed in the possible death list from the
"SS. Vyner Brooke” is thac the researcher believes thac the wartime role of Postal Censor
was under the control of the ‘Post & Gelegrapb Departmenc ‘in Singapore. Distorical
references show that one ‘€. Lewis Waller’ was a somewbat well known stage and film accor
from the UK who got into financial trouble (bankruptcy) and looks to bave bad a failed
marriage to an €nglisbh actress well before the war. Dis name later pops up in Singapore
newspapers during the 193-40 period as a producer for plays in Singapore - placing bim in
that city after the war in Europe began - so it is not a long coincidence to see him taking
employment as Postal Censor as the war began in the Far €ast and travel became very
difficult o recurn to the UK. With evidence that many men wanting to escape from
Singapore during the final few days overcame the restrictions against men (and the
prioritisacion of women and cbildren) boarding ships by offering their services as stokers
and engineers in the engine reomsof the little merchant ship which bad lost their local
Chinese and (Dalay crews.; ivis relevantto nete that the " 'Who's Who' in the Gheacre
[6oogle Books] gives a few details of €dmund Lewis Waller including that in younger days
be was an engineer (JMD). Gbere areno records of €. Lewis Waller in records available on the
internet for the years following 1941 - but one possible contradiction to the identicy
proposed bere is that on the ancestry.com website;someone bas posted a pboto of Edmund
Lewis Waller and gives bis year of death as 1951. Against this there is a Probate enctry for an
€dmund Waller who died in.1941. Anyone with knowledge that €. Lewis Waller survived the
fall of Singapore and lived until 1951 would be very welcome to contact this researcher and
correct the entry!

WHARD - (Drs MyrdeWard: berbisbandwas (Leonard George William Ward, B.Sc, be was
born in 1903 in London. €Educared University College. Iloctingbam. Go (Dalaya 1928 as
Assistanc Elecerical €ngineer F(IDS KL. By 1940 €xecutive Elecerical €ngineer, Eleccrical
Depc F(DS KRL. Lt F(DSVF Light Baccery POW Singapore to &Gbailand. Died in captivicy
31.7.43[40] Ghailand. Grave at Chungkai. (Dentioned in Despacches. Wife (Dyrdle [later a
ceacher in SA], she died in August 1962 ac Westville, Nacal SA. She was a survivor of the
Vyner Brooke sinking 15.2.42. Interned in Sumacra and repacriaced to West Bridgeford UK
(J(DD) scbe first mencion of Drs Ward in (Dalayan newspapers is ber arrival (or possibly
recurn from ‘home leave’) in 1933 with Leonard on the Ranpuna’ ( S6. 13.6.33); during 1933-

34 she is also recorded as successfully breeding and showing dogs at the Central & South

" in the Black Cocker Spaniel section

Perak Dog Show ( ber dog 'Violet of Gambun’ came 3
after two dogs shown by ber sister-in law and fellow passenger (Drs €. C. Stevens) and the
Perak and North (Dalaya Dog show in Ipob ( the best Red and Golden Cocker Spaniel was
bers by the name of "Brynegold Robinburst’ ((Drs. Stevens’ dogs were prolific winners ac
this show) and (Dyrtle also bad a Cocker Spaniel puppy for sale at $1,000 !!!!: by 1936 she
seems to be more focussed on lawn tennis and was in the semi - finals of the womens
doubles in the Perak L&A championsbips then later that year she appears in the singles
chbampionsbips for the (Dalayan LGA: in 1937 (Dr & (Drs. Ward are on the 'Rajpurna’ from
Singapore to Europe: no doubt she bad strength and athletic abilicy which is why she
sounded confident of ber own ability and survival in the sea after the sinking of the "SS?>
Vyner Brooke” in the lecter mentioned below: almost all that is known of (Dyrtle Ward's



experiences during and after the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” are derived from two
letters which she wrote to (Drs (Darjorie Gooding and ber daugbter Pat Gooding in late
1945, Darjorie was the widow of Stanley Gooding and the Gooding and the Ward families
bad been close friends prior to the war. In the lecrer dated lace 1945 (Dyrtle recounts thac
she bad been in the (Dalayan Auxiliary Service (first aid) in Singapore but by 10 February
1942 ... it was impossible to get petrol. even to get to the First aid post ..."she says that she
bad been living in a bouse at Fort Canning, but bad moved wich eight others to .. Jimmy
Strachan’s flac” and slept on a settee in the passage way. Others slept on the dining table
and on the floor. On Wednesday 11 February the (DAS people told ber to ... gec ouc if she
could ..."and sbe tried but only received the same answer of ".. no ships, no informacion ...”
that bad frustrated so many civilians attemprting to leave Singapore in February 1942.0n
Gbursday ac about 2.30 pm sbe beard quite casually thac a sbip was leaving and went to
get ber exit permit - Stanley Gooding decided at about then to also leave. She boarded the
"SS. Vyner Brooke” and when ic was bombed and machine gunned sbe recalls ” ... We bad
previously been warned chac anyone who could swim would bave to, if anyching bappened,
as chere was not enough room in the 6 boacs for everybody. I went down a rope and waiced
in the water [researchers note - she was waiting for Stanley Gooding whom she supported
in the sea because be was unable to swim and clearly ill or wounded from the bombing
because be slipped into unconsciousness after a few minuces in the water and died several
bours later]: (Dyrtle continues in ber lecter “.. We were wrecked about 10 miles off the island
of Banka and there are somewery, sgrang ctrizencs chere and we were swept about a good
deal. I boped that the owé lifeboats tharveached the shore would come out again to look
for survivors, buc theydidn. Whenicbegar<o geéc dark I was sdill about 5 miles ouc and 1
bad to let Stanley go. |l managed.co get in ac abott 3 o/c the next morning and spenc the
nighc on the beach. Juse as it got light cwo raft-lodds of Australian nursing siscers came in.
Lacer we found thac thellips bad landed duringghe nighc. so in the afternoon we decided
to give ourselves up, as we heardchere weragunning parcies of Japs wandering abouc. (Dr
Stevens and €rnesc Watson were on the shipand Drs.€va (Dadden of Gaiping: I believe you
knew ber. €rnest waswounided,inthe bombing Ghey goc asbore in a lifeboac. A parcy wenc
inland to gec belp. Ghe Japs found therest onsbe beach - bayoneted the screccher cases -
(Dr Watson was among these - and the Japs made che resc who could walk go back into the
sea and shot them as they went. One man and a girl fell when they beard the shots and
shammed dead and evencually came inco camp...” (Dyrtle was interned in (Duntok and
Palembang camps for the remainder of the War. (Copies of letters supplied by Ronanyne
Granc, UK, February 2016): after the War she migrated to Natal in Souch Africa, worked as
ateacher and died there in August 1962.

WARDAD - Or Discha Warman , appears to bave been a White Russian, born ¢.1908-12,
wbo bad come from Russia to Singapore via periods of working in Shangbai and Ipob
during the 1930s: the Warman family bad probably lefc Shangbai in 1940 wben the
Japanese bad surrounded that city and European residents bad been forced to evacuate to
Nong Kong on at least one occasion, and moved to in Ipob where be bad clearly established
agood reputation as a ladies bairdresser ( S6. 17.1.42 and St. 22.142, then 29.1.42), before
once again being forced to evacuace bis family abead of invading Japanese. In Singapore
(wbere be probably arrived after the evacuation of Ipob in December 1941), Mischa began
working as a skilled ladies bairdresser at the Neeran Beauty Salon, 240 Orchard Road,
Singapore. Interestingly this was the building that the Armstrong family who were also
passengers on the "SS. Vyner Brooke” lived in prior to the evacuation and ic raises the
question as to whether the two families bad got to know each other before deciding to o
simultaneously escape from Singapore: the book ‘'ORB’ presents the family story
differently (it is not clear what sources the aucthor bas used for the Warman story ,
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possibly the memoirs of the Australian Army nurses) , that the Warmans were Polish Jews
who bad fled vo Russia abead of the advancing German Army and then decided o ”...
continue east througb the Urals, across Siberia to (Dancburia and then soutch to
Shangbai...” (pp.3-4), the book continues with an account of the fate of (Dr. Mischa
Warman ".. When the firsc bomb bic, liccle (Discha Warman's facher just snapped, ran ouc
onto the deck and jumped overboard. De disappeared below the waves and was not seen
again...”(p.152); this account is similar to that in WBGW’ ( p.56) which appears to based on
the recollections of passenger €ric German and slightly amplifies the circumstances in
wbicb (Discha Warman died ... when the bombs starced falling bis facher jumped
overboard in terror and at once began to drown because be couldn t swim. Dis wife
screamed for assistance and a Bricisb soldier jumped in afcer bim, buc when the soldier
reached the francic man be was locked in a scrangling embrace. Both disappeared ...” - this
also aligns with €ric German’s recollections in "By €astern Windows” (p.142): the researcher
can only reflect on the fact thac (Discha Warman, if Jewisb, bad possibly experience terror
at the bands of the German auchorities, then certainly the fear inspired under bombing by
the Japanese in Shangbhai, possibly again in Ipob and then certainly in Singapore for two
monchs - today we would factor in the effects of PGSD to understand bebaviour when
contemplacing the way (Discha Warman reacted when the ship was bombed.

WRR(DAN - Mrs Civiab (Civab?) Warman bad experienced the same insecuricy,
displacemenc, fear and shock as ber busband over a long time in the same cicies and
circumstances , and it is not surprising tharsbe is said vo bave collapsed on the deck of the
ship when ber the bombs struck-and ber-busband leaped overboard to bis death in front of
ber (WBGW, p.56);in addicion it appears thac she was unable to speak €nglisb so it would
bave been even more stressful when orders and inscructions were being given in €nglish
there are two conflicting stories in published books on the deach of (Drs Warman - firscly
and it appears with little credibilivy is that (Drs Warman died somewbere becween ber
busband leaping into the sea and the final cbeck of the sbip for living passengers who could
be moved into the sea, one ofiche nurses (unnamed) appears to bave given foundacion for
this account in ORB (p.157):"... Gbere were also a number of bodies and one of the nurses
recognised one as being (Drs Warman ..., the basis for such a error in identicy appears to
arise from there being several White Russian women on board as described by Ralpb
Armstrong in ASCOGVB ( p. 37) “... I then looked over and saw that one of the ladies we bad
been talking to bad been bic by shrapnel and was lying in a crumpled beap - dead. She was
a Whice Russian, 1 think ...". Ghis White Russian person'’s death does not align with the
facts of (Dr & (Drs Warman being on the ships outside deck and the events surrounding
(Dr Warman’s death: so the more accurate report involving (Drs Warman is thac of €ric
German, with (Drs Warman collapsing on to the deck and thereafter either swimming in
the sea to either a lifeboat or life raft. €ric German's chapter in the book' BUE' (p.146)
records that on the beach the first night amounts some 70 survivors was "... (Drs Warmen
[sic] was among them, reuniced wicth ber son Discha. ...”. Gbis means that (Drs Warman
and (Discha were in the group led by (Dr Dominguez and accompanied by the two ex NS
Prince of Wales' sailors Wallace Cake and George INoble ( both from St Jobn's,
Newfoundland when they lefc the beach - an bour or so prior to the arrival of the Japanese
troops intent on murder and leaving no witnesses. German later recounts bow the women
beld in the first internment camp (the (Duntok Cinema) were soon shifted into (Duntok
Prison and "..6bere (Discha Warmen'’s [ sic] mother died of pneumonia, leaving ber liccle
sonanorpban ... ”. Gbis account is repeated by Lavinia Warner ¢ Jobn Sandilands in
WBGW ( pp. 77-78) with the slight clarification that the women internees were reloca‘ced7
from the (Duntok Cinema to the coolie 'barracks’ next to the Muncok Prison and it was
there that (Drs Warman passed away : in fact in an unidentified (as to author although ic is



signed atthetop by a'W. Chivers’) but very credible listin the files of the UK Archives of
"British Women and Children in Palembang’ it is recorded that there was a” (Drs Warman
(died ac MDuncok 9/3/42)" followed by the listing of "Warman (Dicha’(sic).; also another
record states ... Drs. (D. Warman, died of abscess of lung on 8 (Darch 1942 ac (Duntok.
Banka island ..."( Civilian casualty list in UK Arcbives).

WARDAI - Dascer Isidore Warman, miscakenly called ‘(Discha’ by the internees because
as bis mother passed away sbe called out “... Discha, (Discha ..."and the nurses at the time
believed she was calling out for ber infant son (conversation wich (Discha Warman 2016): be
was born in Shangbai on 5 February 1939 when bis parents were living there (Iz Warman
email 28.11.16): three year old Isidore bad been on the deck of the sbhip when the bombing
started and bis fatber leaped overboard and then, with bis motber distraught on the deck,
surrounding passengers are said to bave thrust the lictle boy into the arms of American
€ric German (who bad just clambered back onto the sbip from the sea after assisting with
the launch of the first lifeboat to getr away,) later recounted to William (DacDougall whilst
in interment camp thac be vold the child “... Don't be afraid. We're just going to jump into
the wacer for a nice, cold swim ... (BUE p.143) - the story continues thac ".. Calmly (Discha
puc bis arms around €ric’s neck. €ric beld bis band over the child’s mouch and nose and
Jjumped. (Discha was quiet and smiling when they bobbed to the surface and they laugbed.
€ric swam to the nearly submerged lifeboac and placed the child inside ...” [this was the
lifeboac with First Officer Bill Gmger Sedgeman in commandy]: the lifeboac was barely
afloar, crowded and ringed wich people qﬁngmg ©o the looped bandlines on the sides. On
board were Sedgeman and" Gérmann ‘md 6 )abr%n Irene Drummond. Gbree life rafts drifted
near and were atcach ed for Izowmg p,urposc x., evcryone except rowers then was transferred
to therafts and che lonq pull b(_gan w B‘mgka tsgmd just visible in the distance ...” (BUE
p-144). So liccle IswlorF was in che ﬁr$t lifeboat} la\rv%xy and reached Radji Beach where there
were already astzeab[g: grqup of survwors I")c would bave been alone with the lifeboat
survivors througb that Satw‘day ungil reumtgd With bis mother some time on the Sunday
(BUE p.146). About 9, OOam on (Donday mot mg {16th -February 1942) ic was decided that
the civilian women cmd,cbﬁdrm ded by an'eldzﬂy Australian miner (probably Jobn
Gallagher Dominguez) Arid two ek )SPrinceof Wales” sailors (Wallace Cake and George
Noble who were both from Newfoundland and who both survived the war) whose arm
wounds prevenced them from being streccher bearers, should bead off to (Duntok. As
described in ORB (p.209) "...after walking for 20 minutes, a number of children were
footsore and tired, so the group sat down to rest a few minuces in a jungle clearing: As they
were resting: Bill Sedgeman led a parcy of armed Japanese soldiers, accompanied by an
officer, past them. Alchough boch groups looked ac each ocher, no words were exchanged
..."So Iz Warman ((Discha) survived the terrible events on Radji Beach by one bour! Isidore
would be firstly taken with bis mother and the other women to the (Duntok Cinema where
the Europeans were being beld and then after a few days to the coolie 'barracks’ beside the
(Duntok prison where bis mother died from an abscess of the lung or pneumonia . Gbhe nexc
three and a balf years were spent under the care of a British nurse in (Duncok, Palembang
and Loebok Linggau internment camps - it is a maccer of wonder and a tribute to the
women caring for bim thac Isidore survived these terrible camps when so many adulcs died.
An email from Iz Warman ( 28 .11.16) clarified to the researcher that be is vague on the
events before the sinking of the “SS. Vyner Brooke’ and , understandably for a small boy
who experienced the most extreme trauma in bis early and formacive years , be bas “... no
memory before the age of ten. So all I know is from books and all the people involved ..." 1z
explains that from the time of entering internment ".. cill August, 1945 1 was taken care, gf
by Dary Jenkin. Afcer she passed way [researcher note: (Dary Jenkin, BSc. from Singapore and
possibly also on the SS. Vyner Brooke”, whose busband Cbarles an agenc fio P. € O. bad died in
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(Duntok ion 17.11.43, was aged about 50 and died in Belalau on 16.8.45. She is described in incernment as
a’... very brave woman,-quiet and unable o cry .."] I was in the care of Gladys Cullen [researcher
note: (Diss Sarab Gladys Cullen, a Presbyterian missionary]. Gbose two woman and (Damie Colley
[note: (Drs (Damie Freda Colley, a school teacher who bad been on the (Daca Dari’] my teacher
during internment, were three of fifteen interned togecher. Five survived. I am forever
indebted to them. After liberacion, Gladys took me wich ber to €ngland. After about six
months, I moved in with a childless couple who lived across the screec whom I liked very
much. We lived in a small cown called Bebington near Liverpool. Bessie and Jack Bedson
sent me to a privace school and took wonderful care of me. Afcer about a year and a balf.
they started adoption proceedings but somebow my uncle and aunt, still living in Shangbai
learned thac I was stdill alive. Gbey sent passage and I boarded a sbip back to Shangbai. In
(Darch 1949 the five of us, including two cousins arrived in San Francisco where we seccled.
Dy uncle and aunt became (Dom and Pop and cousins became my brocher and siscer.
Brother Jack and sister Sheila are still alive and live in Ilew York and California.....". Goday 1z
Warman lives bappily in Florida, USA and reports there are lots of children, grandchildren
and even greac-grandchildren!

WAGSOIN - a bandwritten list which appears to bave been compiled in Palembang
internment camp during 1942-43 sbows "... Mrs. Waztson, Kuala Lumpur ...". It is possible
that this is a confusion with (Drs Stevens, who was the sister in law of Ernest Watson: buc
it is also possible that if Ernest Charles Watson (below) was married that ic was bis wife.
Other than that there were several other (Drs Watson mentioned in (Dalayan newspapers
that bave not been accounted for —Mrs.]. 6:Watson of Kepong and VP of the Kuala
Lumpur Guiding Assn. ( 1934): Drs - R, 6. Wacson of Kuala Lumpur (1937): and Drs C. 6.
Watson wife of Dr Wazson of Islay, Rerr & co., (1939)

WAGSOIN - Mr €rnesc Charles Watson : the summary in Jonathan Moffact’'s ‘(Dalayans’
databaseis "..WAGSOIT € C. [Ernest Charles] AJudicial Commissioner in Perak «ill 1927
then Barrister, Advocate € Solicitor, Adams ¢ Allan, Penang then Watson € Co. 33 Stacion
Rd, Ipob. Dead on the beach on Banka Island following the sinking of the Vyner Brooke
15.242..." (JAD): the earlicst record of Ernest Watson, who bad been born in 1874 and
educated at Shrewsbury, ‘is bis artivalin (Dalaya in 1920 from the Gold Coast in Africa
(wbere be bad spent most of bis career)and culminated in bis posicion as a Puisine Judge in
that country. Re arrived in (Dalaya in 1920 to take up the role of Judicial Commissioner ac
Kuala Lumpur ( S6. 26.6.20 and S&. 4.8.20); be made frequent appearances as a judge in
Ipob and Penang during the early 1920's and also ac Appeal Courc sitrings: in 1924 be is
reported as on leave from a position as Judicial Commissioner, Perak.: by 1926 , and ac the
age of 56 years when most ‘(Dalayans’ of the time were preparing for reciremenc be said be
would be resigning to take up practice ac the Bar ( SEP(DA. 9.9.26): admicted to the Bar in
1927, be loses public profile aparc from annual bolidays to China and Japan during the mid
/late 1930s with bis wife ((Dalaya Gribune 29.1.37 reports bim on the German liner
'Potsdam’ visiting Shanghai where they bad friends) when be was in bis 60's and the fact
thatin 1941 be was Chairman of the Perak Gurf Club: by the time be boarded the "SS. Vyner
Brooke ' in February 1942 €rnest Watson was 68 years of age and one of the oldest
passengers on the sbip; the secret record compiled in Changi civilian internment camp on
sheets of 'Jeyes' toilet paper states, ” ... WAGSONN € C IPON GURF LEFG WIGH SISGER 11N
LAW (DRS A SGEVENS ..", which is correct because there were two (Drs Stevens also as
passengers on the sbip (BPPL):we must also assume that (Drs € ¢ Watson was not on
board because there is no reference to ber: from reading survivor accounts in 'ORB’ and
‘BUE" it appears that €rnest Watson was wounded in the bombing and machine gunning
of the ships and was then loaded into the first lifeboat to get away: this is specifically
confirmed in a post War ( 1945)lecter from (Drs (Dyrtle Ward , to the widow of Stanley
Gooding who drowned after the sinking, which states ” ...(Dr Stevens and Ernest Watsog,
were on the sbip, and (Drs Eva Dadden of Gaiping ... Ernest was wounded in the




then became a 'streccher case’ - one of about six lying under the trees at the edge of the
jungle. After the first group of men bad been taken by the Japanese soldiers away and
executed, the Japanese Officer and two soldiers reappeared and ordered the remaining ten
men (including First Officer Sedgeman and the US civilian €ric Germann) to march towards
a promontory on the beach. Quoting from 'BUE’, which appears to be the only clear
account of what bappened to €rnest Watson, William (DcDougall bas written that
according to the recollection of €ric German (p.147) "... Germann and Sedgeman were
ordered vo lifc the old magiscrace, who bad been siccing up in bis streccher, and carry bim
between them. Slowly the doomed prisoners walked cowards the promontcory...chey bad
difficulty gecting bim over the pile of rocks and driftwood and the officer mocioned them to
leave the magiscrace. Gbey placed bim so be was sicting leaning againsc a log and shook
bands wich the old man. "Goodbye’, they told Watson and climbed down the rocks to the
beach....". €ric Germann survived the massacre on the beach that followed and on the
following day, after biding in the jungle severely wounded, be returned to the scene of the
atrocity on Radji Beach to find “On the pile of rocks and driftwood, still leaning againstc the
log where be bad been placed, was the old magiscrace. Dis skull bad been basbed in. Flies
buzzed around the mess thac bad been bis bead ... Gbe strecchers also were whbere they were
lefc and in them the patients lay staring sigbtlessly ac the sky. Gwo strecchers were empty.
One bad been the old magistrace’s and the ocher the wounded soldier Kingsley ...” (BUE pp.
140-153): this is confirmed in the little known list compiled in Palembang camp by the
internees of those who they believed bad died, ic states ”... Judge €. C. Watson, Ipob, lefc on
the beach. Dead. ...". [Gbe researcher of this memorial document makes no apology for including this
brural description of the scene on Radji Beach thar day - this is the reality of what bappened to
everyone on the beach and it should not be sanitised because it is my view that to do so would
disrespect the ordeal those people endured.] What finally bappened to €rnest Watson's body is
unknown. It goes down in bistory as one of hundreds of thousands of totally unwarranted
Japanese atrocicies againsvan unarmed, defericeless civilian. Gbere is, unusually for a
relatively prominent man in Malaya, no CWGC or Colonial Office Record of Death for
€rnest Charles Watson'- a stalwartmember of the Colonial Judiciary whose life was
savagely taken in a psycbopachic manner from bim on a beauciful lonely beach in the
tropics.

WAGGERS/WAGGERS - PRUCE - (Drs Grace Anna’ Watzers- Pryce, daugbrer of (Drs Resie
Armstrong. Survived Vyner Brooke sinking with baby son (Darc. Sumatra internees. (Darc
survived. Died in capzivity 13445 [28] Belalau, Sumazra.(SUD); ber wedding to Corporal
Austin Wazzers - Pryce RAF. is reported in the SFP(DA of 22.4.41 with an excellent pboto of
the bappy couple: ber story is also told in Ralph Armstrong’s book " A Short Cruise on the
Vyner Brooke”: Grace was a vivacious and fun loving young woman ( p. 28 ASCOGVB) and,
togecher with ber lictle boy ‘(Darc’, she lived with ber parents and family in the Deeren
Building on the corner of Orcbard Road and Cairnbill Road in Singapore and the book
states " Gracie’s busband was a cheerful young Irishman serving with the Royal Air Force ..."
(p.13) and apparently called ‘Paddy’: Paddy apparently was promoted to Flight Sergeantin
early January 1942, was being given flying lessons because the Air force was running ouc of
pilots in Singapore and was to be transferred to Palembang: shbe and ber little son managed
©o remain with ber family members after the sinking and subsequent internmencs in
(Duncok, Palembang, (Duntok and Belalau: she died in the terrible Belalau internment
camp, aged 28 years of age and ber grave sadly became abandoned after the War - SEE
ARMSGRONGS OF SRI LANKA

WAGGERS-PRUCE - Sivo (Darc Anthony Dorian Lloyd Anatole Raoul Watters - Pryce, also
known as (Darc, son of (Drs Grace Anna Waczers- Pryce and Austin Waters-Pryce was
born 31.3.38 in Singapore (above) : Sivo/Darc was three years old when be boarded the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” with bis mother ,aunt, grandmother and teenage uncle Ralpb Armstrong;
bis family managed to keep bim with them in the water after the sinking and they all
clambered aboard one small rafc togecher with June Bourbill and a White Russian woman
[chis researcher wonders if this was in fact the mother of (Discha Warman who could speak
no €nglish?], be experienced four days on that rafc without food or water , blistered by the
sun, weak and disorientated they landed at a mangrove covered beach on anisland 100
between Sumacra and Banka Island where the family came across two local fishermen who
(for the price of Grace’s wedding ring ) led them around the coast closer to babitation .



After three more days at the fishermen’s buts they were taken (once again for the price of a
gold ring) to Banka Island and the village of Kobe. Later taken to Pangkalpinang they
received medical treatmenc for some weeks before being taken to (Duntok and internment.
(Darc experienced internmenc with bis family firscly in (Duntok, then Palembang, (Duncok
again and finally the truly awful camp ac Belalau: during this time be bad . as a boy of only
six to seven years of age experienced terrible privations of Sumacran internment camps the
death of firstly bis grandmother (Drs Gheresia Armstrong and then bis aunt Dixie ac
(MDuntok during their 'second’ internment there and finally bis mother Gracie soon after
reaching Belalau :he was then cared for by an Australian , (Drs D. Blake ,until the end of the
War: bis young uncle Ralpb Armstrong found bim again at the Belalau women's camp after
the Japanese surrender in August 1945 : after a litcle delay they managed to leave via the
town of Loebock Linggau some sevenceen kilometres away in Seprember 1945, flying to
Singapore to be reunited with (Darc’s grandfatber (Dr . (D. Armstrongwhbo bad been
bidden by a Chinese family in Singapore during the War( ASCOGVB)it seems that (Darc
travelled to the United kingdom some time after the war and reunited with bis father
Austin Watcers-Pryce: in 19745 be married Valerie Ghomas in Lancasbire with bis facher in
attendance: be still lives in €ngland

WIGHG - Sister Rosecta Joan Wight, VEX 61329, 2/13™ Rustralian General Dospital.
Roserra Wight was born on 3 December 1908 the daughzer of (Dr & (Drs LR, Wight of Fisb
Creek, Victoria - a small rural town(these days a population of about 8000 south east of
(Delbourne in Gippsland. Nothing is known of ber early life or schooling, but thereis a
record in "Gbe Argus” (Delbourne newspaper on 30.3.35 that Rosetta J. Wight passed ber
Nurses Board exams whilst at Bendigo Nospital in cencral Vicroria. Rosetta lacer enlisted
with the ARNS on 8.8.41 and ber. paybook pboto shows a cheery faced councry girl. Gbere is
also another pboto in the AWM of Rosecta wich other 2/1 3" AGN nurses at a concert parcy
at St Pacricks School in Singapore plus anothet pboto (1941-42) in front of an Orchbid
Douse in Malaya (could be Singapore) wich two, other ARNS nurses. Gbere is little else of ber
life recorded unil the attack on the 'Vyner Brooke' and there is a long account of ber
suffering during the [ast two days of ber life which'is quoted bere because it is appropriate
vo understand what was inflicted on this dedicated nurse whose sole purpose in life was to
care for others. In the book/ORB' page 153immediately after the bombs bit the sbip ic
states .. the worst of the injuries appear to those suffered by Sister Rosecta Wight, who
was one of the older nurses, and Clare Dalligan. Ghe two nurses bad been in the rear of the
saloon near the passageway cothe cabins when che bomb landed bebind them. Boch bad
been facing towards the frontof the boat and suffered deep shrapnel wounds to the back of
their thighs and buctocks, wounds thatc penecraced to the bone ...”- unable to move they
were balf carried to the upper deck by fellow nurses and were loaded into the second lifeboat
with the frail elderly and mothers with children. Gragically this lifeboat overcurned as it
landed in the sea and all aboard bad o bold onto the upturned crafc uncil around 2200brs
on that (Saturday) night when it was wasbed ashore ac least a couple of kilometres from
where the firstlifeboar bad rowed ashore at Radji Beach and where its occupants bad lica
beacon bonfire. Bivian Bullwinkel and Jimmy miller walked from the second lifeboac to the
bonfire locacion to get belp for the injured (cthis request gor minimal supporc from those at
the bonfire, only in the form of €ric German and a young €nglish teenager). Rosetta was
one of the more seriously burt and like Flo Casson was unable to walk because the sbrapnel
injuries bad probably caused nerve damagge, even fractures (ORB, p.200). in agony Rosetca
and Flo were balf carried , balf dragged by a small rescue parcy led by Jimmy iller and ic
ook over two bours to cover the couple of kilometres o reach the bonfire locacion this
time 9 it bad taken Vivian and Jimmy abouct balf an bour the first time0 Rosetca appears
©o bave been placed on the bigb side of the beach in the shade of the coconut trees on the
edge of the jungle that night, during the following day and night and then until the
morning of 16 February when the Japanese soldiers arrived to carry ouc the atrocicy
against those left on the beach. When the Japanese ordered the nurses into a line facing the
sea Roserta and other wounded nurse were belped by their friends and supported towards
the right band end of the line near Irene Drummond who bad been supervising their care -
this group of noble caring women fell togetber under the impact of the Japanese machifte
gun bullets and the life of this open faced country girl from Gippsland was taken at Radji



Beach.. Rosetta Wight is commemorated 9 along wich 28 other ‘Royal Australian Army
Nursing Service' personnel) on the Bendigo Base Nospital honour Roll located at Pall (Dall,
soldiers (Demorial institute, Bendigo, 3350.

WILBON - Sister Dona Dargarer Wilton, VEX 61225, 2/13° Australian General Dospital.
(Dona was born on 8 August 1914 at Damilton Rospical to Frederick (a blacksmith) and
Christina (a nurse) Wilcon. She bad a brother Gom and an older sister Amy. Gbey lived at
Willaura, Vic, and in 1924 the family moved to Naringal where (Dona attended Naringal
State School. In 1928 she went to live with an aunt in Brighbton and attended (Dordialloc
and Carrum Digh school for a year before recurning to the family farm and working as a
sewing mistress at Naringal State School until 1933. Gbat year sbe joined ber sister and
began training for three years at Warrnambool Dospital before also obtaining ber
Didwifery certificate. Ghere she mer Wilma Oram and they became good friends. For a
while sbe was bead sister at Daylesford. In 1939 sbe joined the 13 AGh,AANS and
persuaded Wilma to do the same - in 1941 they both boarded the 'Wanganella’ for
Singapore (angellpro.com): whilst in service overseas (Dona wrote to ber family and friends (
apparently the letters are optimistic and funny) from Jobore and Singapore after the
Japanese invasion and some of these letrers were band delivered by soldiers evacuated from
Singapore (AW archives); after the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’ bad been bombed and was sinking
(Dona was climbing down to a lifeboac full of women and cbildren (ic was the one with Jean
Asbton in it) buc the ship began listing or turning over very fast so she and Wilma Oram
jumped into the sea. Mona told ber friend Wilma thac she could not swim and was
encouraged to dog paddle away from the ship - but it came down on ber and sbe was not
seen again. (Dona is memorialised in the (Dona Wilton (Demorial stained glass window at
Warrnambool which records.sbe ... crained-ac Warrnambool Base Dospical 1934-37 - a
tribuce from Past Grainees Assn..unveiled by (Drs Wilma Joung (nee Oram) ex ARNS
28.3.51. She is also memorialised (along with (Darjorie Schuman and Annie Grenerry) ona
plaque in Ronour Avenue, Point Walzer road (at the lake near the tennis courts), Bicton,
WA.

WIL(IDOGG - Sister Bessie Wilmotr, WEX 3439, 2/4” Casualty Clearing Stacion, AANS. [11B:
the book 'ORB ' incorrectly calls ber Peggy Wilmot' and the Biccon memorial in WA also
appears to bave the surname spelt incorrecely as 'Wilmot [Bessie Wilmott was born on
245 13 at Claremont, Western Auscralia and ( according to beritage@souchperth.wa.gov.au)
she grew up in Gardner Street, Como, and in 1927 she appears playing’ one of Cinderella’s
sisters’ in a play ac the AnglicanDall, Como, WA (' Sunday times , Perch 2.10.27).She trained
as anurse at Royal Perth Dospital thereis-also a group pboto of ber as a trainee nurse ac
the MDetropolitan Infectious Diseases Nospital in 1939/40. Sadly , in 1939, Bessie's brother
Richard Wilmortt ( aged 22 years) - was drowned at Albany and that deach norice gives us
the names of ber mother, Lilian Wilmott of Gardner Street, Como and another brocher by
the name of Jobn Wilmotz ( "Gbe West Australian”, Perth, 5.12.39)In 1941 she appears also
as one of a large group of men and women from the 2/4™ CCS in Robart, Gasmania( AW
Archives) Bessie was one of the Australian Army nurses brutally murdered by Japanese
wroops on Radji Beach , Banka Island on 16.2.42. Bessie is memorialised on plaque Number
270 in Ronour Avenue (Point Walcer Road at the Lake near the tennis court), Bicton, WA.
WOODBRIDGE - Sister Beryl'Woodie’ Woodbridge, VX 53060, 2/10°” Australian Hospital
Group, was born in (Delbourne on 11.2.05 and at 37 years of age when on the "SS. Vyner
Brooke” was ... one of the older nurses. A (Delburnian she was boch preccty and petice ...".
Research bas not disclosed the names of ber parents from any register but there is a record
in the "St. George Call’, Kogarab, NSW, dated 18.12.31 where a (Diss Beryl Woodbridge was
bridesmaid to ber sister Phyllis (Dadeline Woodbridge and if this is the same person then
ber mother was (Drs. Donnelly at the time Gbe record shows that (ORB, p. 169) ... after
leaving the sinking 'Vyner Brooke’she joined Jenny Greer. Joyce Gweedie, Flo troceer and
Jessie Blanche on a plank and this group starced singing a rousing " We're Off Go See &Gbe
Wizard'. Gbey drifted away from the main group of survivors and this group of women
floated ac sea througb that (Sacurday) night, currencs taking tem close to che ill faced
group ac Radji beach. ... before finally wasbing up on another beach on Banka island on
Sunday morning: 6bis small group were soon capcured by a Japanese soldier and caken Jor
internmenc ac the (Duncok cinema ...”(ORB, P.182). Woodie endured and survived the




rigours of internment ac (Duncok, Palembang and Belalau during which time she
occasionally made rag dolls for the cbildren in the camps. Ner suffering is evident in the look
of emaciation she displays in a photo taken in Singapore after ber release in 1945 (AW
Archives). Mention of ber in several books states that she was never married - interestingly
she made the comment to ‘Ghe Age’ newspaper 9 30.9.81) to the effect thac ".. Jou can'c belp
what the War did to you. I am glad to be alive, to be living as I am. Perbaps if we bad scayed
in Australia we would bave been married, we would bave bad a married life, buc ic is your
own choice ... It is noted by the newspaper in thac arcicle thac unmarried nurses did noc
receive the bome loans grant ..." She was welcomed bome in 1946 - with a group of other
"Vyner Brooke' nurses - at the ' CWO Jounger Set Ball’at €arl Court, St Kilda (‘Advocate’
(Delbourne 16.1.46) Woodie was discharged as Lieutenant in 1946 and maintained strong
contact with ber nursing friends. "Gbe Age’ (26.4.55) reported that in 1955 she marched o
the Sbrine on Anzac Day with Vivian Bullwinkel, and Becty Jeffrey - all wearing their nurses
uniforms and at the bead of the contingent with the other Army Nurses. Sadly ber bealch
began to fail and sbe died on 29.9.86, being buried ac Box hill cemetery, Box ill, Vic., aged
81 years. Ner memorials are at the Nurses memorial on Ronour Avenue (Point Walcer road)
ac the Lake near the tennis court at Bicton, WA - on the same plaque as Vivian Bullwinkel,
jean Asbton and (Davis Nannab. She also appears on " Ghe Australian ex-POW memorial”
at Ballarac, Vic. Distory does of course roll on for all of us and it is interesting that - as this
memorial document is being compiled in December 2016 there appears on the internet an
advertisement for the sale (Downies, Australia) of Woodie's war medals plus miniatures and
ber uniform (plus the uniform of ber brotber) for a price of somewbere between AUD 5400 -
AUD 9000. What she and the other starving nurses in Belalau camp - whbere a few grains of
rice were the difference betweent Tife and E{CAtb would bave thought and said of that is
anybodies quess!! A Oy T

»  ZIMMERMDAIL - ZI(I)(ﬁGR}HHD B, fﬁerbeh;]:ﬁcébuntant Singapore Darbour Board. Ghe

"Jeyes" list records . thmcrman B SNBLX S' D%U)GISOD LEFG FORJAVA? ..?"

Palembang (en’s Camp Sumafdingernee! Dle in ivicy 11.6.44 [43] MDuncok of beriberi.
Wife Sonia.(SUMD): - lenmermarm was on tbL "and died in '(Dundok’ (Goldberg):
according o the website Ghe Zlmmermmn Fa\nﬁ.ﬂy of Singapore "compiled by William R,
(DcKinnon, Rerbert Ztmméqmarm! was Bor i 196§ to Carl Zimmermann and Charlotte
Schoer, be married SomaDmﬂant (¢ who bad/liuem ‘Botn in (Manchuria and who later died in
Australia) and they h,agi, A%ﬂn Oscar C-har'kts, .Z;nﬁmermann (wbo bad been born in
Shangbai and who, froni-ar lease1958 uncit Bis deachlived in NSW and Vicroria. Oscar died
at Dilsons Point, Sydney, Atseralia in 200 Post War Sonia married a Fergus Duncan in
Singapore in 1947 and they later emigrated to Australia :the earliest newspaper record of
Nerbertis when be came Firstin a 150 yards bandicap race at Raffles School and also 2™in
awheelbarrow race( SFP(DA 7.6.15); then in 1919 be was playing football for the Boys Scouts
Association , against the (NDanchester Regiment, at the SCC in a charity fundraising match(
SFP(DA 26.7.19);the following year be played football for Bousteads € barkers combined
team against the SCC ( SG. 16.6.20) and then again on 4.12.20 against the NKSBC: finally in
1923 be was playing for the UDCA (SG. 13.10.21); be must bave then become married because
in 1923 there is a report of (Dr and (Drs ). Zimmerman arriving from Java on the '(Delchior
Greup' : licele is known as the circumstances of Nerberc being on the ships but there is an
amusing anecdote recalled by one of the Australian nurse ( Ada Syer) that whist the
survivors were drifting through the sea during the nigbt after the sinking she came into
contact with a small group who formally introduced themselves and actually said ” ... bow
do you do .." and one of the men in the group said " ... my name is Zimmerman and I am just
passing through .." (AW oral recording # So 4057 by Captain Ada Syer) the CWEC
records that (Dr. Rerbert Zimmerman, busband of Sonia Zimmerman, died in Sumatraon

11.6.44 (CWGEC)

Crew List (recreated): 103




ABDULLAR - from (Dalacca. Gbere is no record of bim as a POW in Palembang;
ANMAD - Able Seaman Bin Naji Abmad, # (DI 673 ((Dalay Section), died 13.2.42, Plymouth
Naval MDemorial, Panel 97, column 1 (CWGC and Plymoutb Naval Memorial). Gbis is
possibly Gelegrapbist Abdulla bin Abmad who was from Kedab and was apparently last
seen at (Duncok.
AWADNG - Able Seaman Awang Adam Bin AwangNong; #(DNN 1175, died 13.2.42, Plymouch
Naval Demorial, Panel 97, Column 1 (Plymouth Naval (Demorial).
BORGO!N - Lt Ricbard €Edward Borton, RINR, who bad been commissioned as Gemporary
Lieutenant in the RINR on 3.3.41 (under the &. 124 Agreement) was the Captain of the "SS.
Vyner Brooke” at the time of the sinking and employed by Sarawak Sceamsbip Co Ltd: be
was born on 4 July 1889 (according to bis (DL.9 (Jap) post war questionnaire): be bad
married Jeannie Dorothy Gray, daugbrer of the late (Dr. W.6. Gray of €ngland and Mrs
Gray of Singapore at the Roman Catholic Church, Miri, Sarawak in Seprtember 1927 (SG.
19.9.27) and they bad four children - one daughter was born at the General Rospital,
Singapore in 1934 (S6.13.11.34) and this was probably Pbyllis (married name Wilson and
who, according to the Angelpro website, appears to live in (Delbourne, Australia) and
another daughter Una. In 1947 be was awarded the (DBE for work evacuating servicemen
and civilians from Singapore in 1942 (Grove, Ghe SN, 6.2.47) specifically for "... coolness
and courage in defending bis sbip ..." ((Dorning Gribune 20.2.47). After the sinking be spent
18 bours in the water before landing at (Duntok Lighthouse on 15 February 1942 and being
taken prisoner by the Japanese at (Duncok - it is a surprise be was not executed as so many
other ship's officers, ratings and servicemen whbo landed around that area. De was a POW in
(Muntok for two months before being transferred to Palembang where be stayed until
(Darcb 1945 when be was againi shipped go Changi POW camp in Singapore ((DI9
Questionnaire) In bis (D19 gquescienmaire hescaced bis address as Selby Avenue, Leeds,
Yorksbire.
BROOKS - Able Seaman William Rirchie Lamond Brooks, RNNVR, P/ESD/X 1773, died on
14.2.42 on the 'SS. Vyner Brooke', "(Dissing Presumed Killed”, memorialised on the
Portsmouch Naval Column panel 71, Col.2(CWGC):ithe City of Dundee Roll of Ronour
records that William Brooks lived at 23 Repburn'Streec, Dundee, bis age and next of Kin
are unknown ( source Peoples Journal 15.12.45): the/X' at the end of bis service number
means that be enlisted after a new pay code of the early 1930s: be is also recorded in the file
AD 358/2875 "R Casualzies” as (Dissing Believed Killed as AB Brookes, RNVR..
CARE - (from bis bandwricten @919 Liberation -questionnaire courtesy Jonathan (Doffact)
"... AB. Wallace Vivien Cake, DAX/DIX211.542, R.1N. Vyner Brooke, born 18.11.18, enlisted
11.7.40, captured Banka Island 16.2.42, address W.V. Cake, 74 Brazil Sq., St. Jobns,
Newfoundland. POW - (Dulo School 31.8.42 (Col. Morgan);: Chung Wa. 31.8.42 (Cmdr. Reid):
Sungi Ron. 18.3.44 (Cmdr. Reid): Wallace ‘'Wally' Cake was born in Lamaline, Newfoundland
in 1918, the son of Frederick Jobn Cake and Jemima (nee Bonnell), bis wife was Ruth. e
achieved Grade 11 at school and intended to become a teacher, even enrolling at (Demorial
University, but changed bis mind and joined the wholesalers Steers Ltd. When be decided to
enlist bis employer thought so bigbly of bim that be said there would be a job for bim on
bis recurn. Wally enlisted in the Royal Navy at Devonport, to become a crew member of
"NMS. Prince of Wales”. e was one of the survivors of the sinking of thac bactlesbip who,
along with bis 'buddy’ L/S George Noble (also from Newfoundland) were subsequently
attached to the Royal Navy Shore Base in Singapore named "NS. Sulcan”. (Dany such
men were then allocated to crew the assorcment of merchant ships lefc in Singapore
barbour just prior to the surrender and which sbips, like the "SS. Vyner Brooke” , were
ordered to take on board civilian evacuees on 12 February 1942 and clear the barbour.
Wallace Cake (idencified with bis correct service number) appears in the report by (Dajor
Gebburtr as being on Radji Beach, again with bis ‘buddy’ George Noble, so it is possible thac
be was one of the crew who bad manned lifeboac, but in any event be was eicher clinging to
araft or on alife boat after the sinking and made it to shore in this manner. Gebbutc
states " ... some person in authoricy suggested that the civilian women and children ( abouc
15) should move up a track as they would be slow, and time would be saved. Gwo Slig.btl%‘tl/
wounded ratings from the VYJNER BROOKE (L. Sea. Noble G. d/J 146909 and A. B. cake W.
D/JX 211542, boch ¢x PRINCE OF WALES) were detailed to escort this party. Gbe nurses
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were apparently invited to accompany ic, but decided to remain... It is noced cthac chis
parcy consisted only of exbausted looking women and children and the two racings,
exbibiting wounds and blood ..."( Gebbutt): this event is also covered in the book BUE p.146,
"... About nine o clock it was decided thac the civilian women and children. led by an elderly
Auscralian miner and owo soldiers whose arm wounds prevenced them from being screccher
bearers, should starc along the trail...”: the book ORB ( p. 209) also mentions the departure
of the civilian group with Cake and Noble and indicates that it was just prior to 0930 brs “...
che civilian women and children set off soon afterwards, led by a middle aged man who
appeared to bave assumed command of the group. and accompanied by a couple of the
walking wounded. Both were sailors and both bad survived the sinkings of the Prince of
Wales’ and the 'Vyner Brooke': Wally Cake spent the rest of the War in POW camps in
Sumacra ((Duntok and Palembang): so Wallace returned to Newfoundland afcer the war
wbere bis motber and wife bad paced flowers on the church altar every week because they
were certain that be was alive all througb the war. Wally took the ferry from Dalifax to St.
Jobn's as bis way of coming bome and then boarded a train with some 1500 soldiers - be
being the only sailor on board- to be met by bis wife who bad simply been told that there
was one sailor on the train , to which she bad replied “... itis Wally...". Wally recurned to
work at bis old firm of Steers Ltd for many years, before becoming a well known furniture
sales man on Newfoundland (informacion from telepbone conversacion with son George
Cake, Seprember 2016). Lacer in bis life bis son George Cake placed a note on the Force Z'
(Prince of Wales) website that Wallace was in bospital. Wallace Vivian Cake passed away in
St. Jobn's on 11 Seprember 2002 and is buried at (Dount Pleasant cemetery. Nis was
certainly a life that included some excraordinary and borrific challenges, but with the
reward of a safe return to thepeaceofrbis heme in Newfoundland.
CLEMENG - Able Seaman William Jobn Clemenc, D/IX 168866, aged 22 years, son of
MDazcchew and Gertrude Dary Clement of Llannelly, Carmarthensbire, died 14.2.42,
Plymoutbh Naval Column panel 64, col.2 (CWGC): the D/IX of bis service number means thac
be enlisted and train¢d.ac Devonport and was a seaman on the lower pay scale.. (DPK, Also
listed as ' ..dying of wounds ... probably buried atsea .." in the sinking of the "Vyner
Brooke” in the Changi BRE records (Casualry List): also in the file ADM 358 /2875 "RN
Casualties " as AB W Clements [.0] as Died of Wounds.
HUSAIN - Able Seaman Nusain Bin Mabmud, # DI 655 ((Dalay Seccion). MPK, died 13.2.42,
Plymouth Naval (Demorial; Panel 97, Column L.
REENAN -the official record is Able Seaman Roberc Lecford Reenan, RNVR, P/ESD/X
1423.(DPR.and it appears thatbe was bornin 1919 (so was 23 years of age), son of Gerrance
Keenan and of (Dargaret L. Keenan of €dinburgh (Portsmouth Naval Demorial) and is
apparently also memorialised at the Garrison Church Graveyard, Portsmouth (INecropole
website): there is no record of him on the CWGE(C website: but be is recorded in the file ADMD
358/2875 "RIN Casualries” as "..AB Keenan, RNVR, €dinburgb, Div 6SD/K - Danae till 142..",
so be appears to bave earlier been a crewmember on the NS Danac'.
"LEI - the account (provided by Dr Neil (McGregor) of the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”
written by Sister Sylvia Jessie Dimmie (DcGregor (nee (Duir), [Private Record PR 84/357]
mentions that that when she was in the sea and the ship bad disappeared a lifeboat floated
past and there were people sitting around its edges. She then mencions “... Len’ a Bricish
sailor with the Bricish bactlesbip ‘D(DS Repulse’, very irace wich the Japs: this was the third
cime be bad been sunk by them in a forcnight. De badnc a lifejacket so I swam to a body
and took the jacket from ic and gave ic to Len ..." From this record it is unclear whether
Sylvia and 'Len ' continued on the same raft or Len’ was on the submerged lifeboat so it is
equally unclear whether be reached Radji Beach or - as did Sylvia - was picked up with the
nurses by the RAAF launch with two airmen and delivered to (Duntok? A1 inspeccion of the
(forcez website) listing of crew members of the "NMS Repulse’ shows 19 men with the name
Leonard as a first or muddle name so further research will be carried out to idencify
wbetber Len’ survived or lost bis life.
LI - Li Wong Chuan, aged 44 years, Cassab, Naval Auxiliary Personnel, (DPK, also that be
died on 14.2.42, busband of Uab, Singapore. (Liverpool Naval (Demorial). A ‘Cassab’ is a
sailor on a ship who was responsible for deck stores - often a ‘jack of all trades’ on the s%oi?:x



LLOUD - Stoker Ernest Lloyd, C/RX 86448, bad been on the "NMS. Prince of Wales” before
it was sunk and was according to GEBBUG®G a rating on the "SS. Vyner Brooke'. e was
amongst the naval and army racings thac were lined up on Radji beach to be executed by
the Japanese patrol. De was on the end of the line and when the man next to bim (stated by
Lloyd vo be Jock’ (DcGlurk ) said, whispering out of the side of bis mouch, "Nere’s where we
gecicin theback, Lloyd replied "Well, I'm going to give it a go”, both men plus a third man,
ran into the sea and managed to swim about 30 yards in the sea before Lloyd saw bis
companion (DcGlurk ( actually this seems to bave been A/S Namilton (DcClurg) killed by a
buller. According to 'ORB’ a bullet creased Lloyd's scalp and another passed through bis leg
and lodged in bis shoulder (Eric Germann believed that three bullets bic Lloyd, p.154 'BUE).
Ris bead wound caused Lloyd to become unconscious and be drifted away regaining
consciousness and swimming out to sea before ending up at the other end of the beach. e
remained free for ten days, wich the belp of local Chinese, before being again caprured and
taken to the (Duntok Labour Stacion (Gebbutr, pp. 3 and 4). Ne survived beinga POW and
the war and met up again with €ric Germann (the first time bad been in MDuntok prison in
1942 when they bad both congraculated each other on miraculous escapes) in the Airport
canteen in Singapore on 19 September 1945 ( p. 328, BUE")bis address (courtesy Jonathan
(Doffarr and possibly from the (D19 questionnaire) was wife at 2 Carys road, Coeburg West,
(Daiclands, Cape Province - suggesting either that be was a Souch African or bis wife bad
evacuated there.

(A'ANOR - Able Seaman MaAnor Bin Mabac, # (DN 1016 ((Dalay section). MPK, also thac
be died on 14.2.42 ( Plymoutb Naval (Demorial)

(DANN - Lz. Archur J. Mann, RNVR, bad been appointed from Gpy. Sub Lt (in ‘Gbe London
Gazetre' 24.8.41) to Gemporary Lt.and according to ‘Gbe London Gazette’ became a full Lt
on 31.1.42: bis personal pagers are-betd mchc.}ﬂ’tpcrml War (Duseum, London (Docs. 23736):
be appears to bave bce;{fﬁdﬁlﬁﬁg'thé rolé of vadlio'officer ”... another local Lt. A. J. (Dann was
the ship’s officer ... " (Qt{B"p'.IZG»): beisalsa mcﬁtigrjk_d later in the voyage ”... ship's radio
officer. Lt. (Dann, off¢red bis cabirica one of tll7é Oler pairs of married evacuees from
Singapore [ this could Bave been'anyoneinchiiing the Wacsons, the Dominguez's or the
(Daddens] - they were very graceful to [Qurse (I)Avis|Dannab (who bad declined use of the
cabin)... "(ORB p. 137):ywhilsg ché personal pagers in the IW(D would bave bis full story
these bave not been accéssibﬂé‘w this resg. cher +buta summary is that be slid into the sea
from the listing sbip at.thesameétinme as Capeain Borcon ; then drifted at sea bolding onto
a piece of mast and chen'a batchreover Bedrifced towards a rafc on which were a (Dalay
stoker from the sbops crew, aSiamese woman, and two Britisb cbildren perbaps called
Betry (11 years) and David (9 years), so be joined them on the rafc and they continued to
drifc along the coast of bank Island in strong currents. Ghey tried to enter the cost of
Banka Island through streams, buc the mangroves were quite thick, on one attempt they
were astonisbed to come across a Staff Sergeant Knight, RASC, a survivor of another ship
sinking who also joined them. Some time later they all came across a lifeboat under sail
with for Australian naval racings from the ‘NS Siang Wo', which bad been beacbed, and
wbo was making for Batavia some 300 miles away. Gbe ratings would not allow the men
from the raft into the lifeboac buc did permic the woman and children (even thougb ic was
a 25 foot lifeboar). Eventually they were allowed into the lifeboat but the three men were
put ashore at a clear beach which appears to bave been on Sumacra. Mann and bis two
fellow travellers found a ten foot sampan and then set off again - on 20 February they
reached a river mouth on the Sumatran coast where they came across anocher lifeboat
with three men on board - this time they were allowed to board. By 24 February this
lifeboat reacbed a place named (Dogala where a prau agreed to take them south - two days
later they transferred again to a much larger boac on which were a party of Ducch soldiers
and this boat reached Java on 27 February. (Dann was then driven to Gjilagjap on the south
coats and on 2(Darch be boarded the ‘SS. Verspyk' for Fremanctle: the file "RIN Casualcies’ in
the UK arcbives (AD( 358/2875) shows that at some stage the autborities bad recorded as
Believed Killed a " ... Lt. V. (Dann, (MRNVR ..

MCCLURG - Able Seaman Ramilvon McClurg D/IX 204773, crew of "NDS Prince of Wales”
then, after that bactlesbip was sunk by the Japanese, attached to shore base "RMS Sutdan’
in Singapore before being allocated to “SS. Vyner Brooke': the official record is Able Seaman

S}




Damilcon MDcClurg, D/JX 204773, died on 14.2.42, aged 40 years, Royal Navy "N(DS. Sulcan’,
son of Namilcon €& Agnes McClurg of Glasgow, busband of €llen M. MDcClurg of Glasgow
(CWGBC): excepr that it is very probable that Damilton (DcClurg - coming from Glasgow it
would not be surprising if be was called ‘Jock’ - was one of the naval racings in the second
parcy murdered by the Japanese on Sunday 15 February 1942 ac Radji Beach on Banka
Island. According to survivor Stoker €rnest Lloyd, when they were marched along the beach
©o a small bay out of sight of the remaining nurses and wounded and told to blindfold
themselves “... Ghe man nexc to me. who was a seaman 1 bad known in Singapore - I think
bis name was Jock (DcGlurk - said ‘Gbis is where you get ic €rnie, right in the back’I said

. Not for me, Jock’ and we both dived into the sea, with one ocher man, as the Japs opened
fire with a macbine-gun. Ghey mowed down the others firsc and then turned the gun on
the three of us. I was a powerful swimmer and was going well. Jock cried ouc. T'm bit, €rnie.’
and both be and the ocher man sank ouc of sight....” (p. 143 'SD'); file AD(M 358/2875 "RIN
Casualzies” bas "AB Damilcon (DcLurg, ex -"Prince of Wales ” as "Believed Killed in the
sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”.

ILLER - Gpy. Sub Lt. James Timmy’ William (Diller, Royal Naval Reserve: be was born in
Oamaru, New Zealand in 1912 to James (Diller (1870-1951) and €lizabech Miller (nee Wisden)
(1875-1957) who botb died at Gisborne, on the €ast Cape of New Zealand: the file "RIN
Casualries” (AD( 358/2875) shows Sub-Lc [€] J. Miller, RNR, as Believed Killed: Gemporary
Sub-Lieutenant (€) James William Miller was commissioned to this temporary rank on 2
Seprember 1904 ( London Gazette 1940).Some aspects of Jimmy (Diller’s career at sea are a
litele vague - ‘'ORB), p. 2 states be was a regular officer of the Royal Navy wbho bad survived
theloss of bis ship, then on p.120 it sates be was a INew Zealander: p.125 says be was "....on
attachment to the Royal Navy ... and 'made redundant by the sinking of the capital ships
... (presumably this means the‘Prince of Wales" and the "Repulse” buc bis name does not
appear on the crew lists - albeit the website does say the lists are incomplece - for these
ships on the Force Z' website). It bas not been possible to substantiate Jimmy's career
details - althougb in the secret Jeyes' toilet paper lists compiled by the civilian internees of
Changi prison during 1942 there'is therecord ” .. (DILLER J. W. 2" €nE VUNER BROOKE
- X CFW [or CPW?CEW?] ~ KILLED? ..." this may be a clue to bis previous ship or
employment. Rowever as Second Officer onthe 'SS. Vyner Brooke’ Jimmy did brief the
AADNS nurses when they'boarded on the usage; picfalls and dangers of the lifejackets and
lifeboats. After the ship was bic by bombs and sank Jimmy reached a parcially submerged
and upturned lifeboat with some 12 nurses clinging to ic, along with (Drs Bull and
daughrer( this was the lifeboat to which Rosetra Wight, Flo Casson and Clare Dalligan were
clinging to whilst severely injured)( ORB, p.163). Sea currents took this lifeboat and ics
clinging ‘occupants’ toward land all afternoon and that night wasbed them all ashore ac
about 2200 bours on Sacurday nigbc. Jimmy belped Clare Dalligan and Rosecca Wight up
the beach and then be sex off with Vivian Bullwinkel to the bonfire they bad seen on Radji
Beach some two kilometres away - returning thac night with €ric German and a young
€nglisb teenager to belp the nurses and other wounded across the same distance to the
bonfire (ORB, p.176): the next day Jimmy was one of the officers organising the some 70 - 80
people on Radji Beach and finding fresbwater supplies. Gragically Jimmy (Diller and Gempy.
Lz Bill Sedgeman plus other unidencified naval and army officers and NCOs formed the
first group the Japanese troops ordered at bayonet point along Radji Beach, around the
small beadland and onto a beach beyond where they were ordered by the Japanese to walk
to the water before they were murdered by bayonec, rifle and sword (ORB, p.212).Ic would
seem that Jimmy (Diller’s parents received only scanty details of bis death because on their
grave beadstone in the Gabaruru Cemetery, in Nelson Road, Gisborne, New Zealand is also
engraved ".. in memory of Sub. Lt. James (Diller. RI).R. missing on Banka Island on 14
February 1942..." Jimmy (Diller, from all that we know, acquitted bimself wich authoricy,
dignicy and courage in the aftermath of the sinking of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke’ and the
events leading up to the massacre on Radji beach on 16 February 1942.

NOBLE - (from bis (DI9 questionnaire courtesy Jonatban (Doffacc) " L/S George Noble, ex
'Prince of Wales', D/IX 146969, wife at 2 Norwicb lane, Bolron, Lancs.”. George Noble was
from Newfoundland ( born in October 1904 to Lemenuel James Noble and (Dacilda
(Dargaret Osbourne) and was a great 'buddy’ of fellow survivor ‘'Wally’ Cake (also from



Newfoundland) who bad also been on the "Prince of Wales " when it was sunk off (Dalaya ,
they were both then assigned to shore base Singapore "NS. Sulcan” and then the "SS.
Vyner Brooke'. Re survived the sinking and was with the survivors on Radji beach before, as
awalking wounded (be was injured by sbrapnel in bis arms and legs and bad sever
concussion so was very groggy - in fact ac the end of the War be could relate very lictle
about the events according to bis signed affidavit in the War Crimes files on the Radji
Beach killings beld in the NAA, (Delbourne) and unable to carry a stretcher with other
wounded to (Duntok, being assigned to accompany the women and children into (Duncok.
Ne was then captured and became a POW, presumably accompanying Wally Cake to the
POW camps of Sumatra. Along with Wally be survived these and recurned to
Newfoundland wich bis wife after the war (some of this came from a telepbone conversation
with George Cake, Seprtember 2016). George Noble died at the Salvation Army Dome in St
Jobn's, Newfoundland in 1988.
O'BRI€EN - the CWEC record is ... 3" €ngineering Officer Dennis James O'Brien, aged 54
years, Naval Auxiliary Personnel ((DerchancNavy), died on 14.2.42 as a resulc of the sinking:
of the 'SS. Vyner Brooke', son of Dennis Stepben and €lizabeth Jane O'Brien,
commemorated on the Liverpool Naval (Demorial column, panel 23, Col.2 ... "; this means be
was in the service of the Royal Navy under the 6.124 agreement and a recruit from the
merchant navy. Gbe Liverpool Naval memorial is also known as the "(Demorial to the
Dissing of the NAP of the Second World War” i.e. men from the British (DerchancNavy.
©be ©.124 Agreement was for merchant seamen to serve alongside RI1 in Naval uniform as
members of NAP and subject to Navy discipline: there is also a record in the file "R
Casualcies’ that W, O'Bryan, 3™ €ngineer Vyner Brooke. probably drowned on way to
shore” (BD 358/2875) also arecord of 3™ €ngincer, D.J. O'Brien”; the circumstances of bis
death are not certain and'he may baveeven reached Radji Beach to be killed there?
PRIAW - Fireman Pbiaw Cbew Geck, aged 40.years, died on 14.2.42, busband of Phen Gee of
hainan Island, China (CWGC): be is:also recorded.on the Liverpool Naval Demorial, Panel
23, Col. 2.
REIGN -Described as an “elderly reservist .. (p.126)0ORB): CWGE( shbows ' Lieutenant (€)
David Reicth, RNVR and RINR aged 67, died 14.242.in the sinking of the "SS. Vyner Brooke”,
son of William and Cbristina (Dalcolm Reich, Panel 2, Column 2, Liverpool naval Demorial
(CWGQ): interestingly probably by reason.of an etror the CWG(C also bave a ‘D. Reigh.
civilian, as dying on the 'S5, Vyner Brooke” on 14.2:42' (CW6C)xhe file "RIN Casualries” bas
as Believed Killed a Lt. D Reich, RDR:(ADA) 358/2875): it would appear that David Reich
was born in the 1870s in Aberdeen, Scotland and served as a Sbips €ngineer : the Crew lists
at Royal Museums Greenwich bas a David Reich born Aberdeen, aged 22, as a 2nd €ngineer
on the ‘Crown of Goledo’ and then for several years as 2™ engineer aboard the ‘Everlida’ -
bis age is given as variously 22, 31 ,and 33 years during this time: be appears to bave later
cither been based or then retired in Singapore with recurn trips to the UK in 1929 and 1935
(SFP(A 20.3.35 when be lefc on the ‘Aenas’); in 1934 be atvended the funeral of a ships
engineer, George Batt, of similar age who bad been Asst Superintendent of the Straics
Steamsbip Co Ltd ( SG. 3.9.34); no doubt with the threat from the Japanese be joined the
Naval Reserve: on the “SS. Vyner Brooke” given that the first bomb to bit the ship wenc
straight down the funnel and exploded in the engine room , killing or badly injuring all the
engine room crew ( ORB p. 151) it seems that David Reith lost bis life in the early stages of
the attack on the sbip. In fact this is stated in ORB (p. 165) ".. Crew members were killed in
the engine room by the bomb that dropped down the funnel. Gbe elderly reservisc
Lieutenant Reich and at least chree (Dalay volunceer sailors among them ... "
SEDGEMAN - First Officer William Sydney Sedgeman, RIN. Born in eicher 1911 or 1915; be
was gazetted on 20.20.39 as Gpy. Lt RINR: also SEDGEMAN W S. [William Sydney] ‘Bill’
b.1911 Dyfed, Wales. From Fishguard, Pembrokesbire. Go Singapore 1938. Chief Officer
Vyner Brooke. Killed 14.2.42 Banka Island [murdered] (JADM): in the Notice of bis Estate in
1948 it is recorded that be is "..late of Shirley, Victoria Avenue, Fisbguard, Co. of Pembroke...
"Public Grustee (SG. 26.6.48): the record ac the CWGC is Sub-Lieutenant William Sydney
Sedgeman, RINR. aged 27 years, died 14.2.42 in the sinking of "NS Vyner Brooke”, son of
€A. Sedgeman of Shirley Nouse, Vicroria Avenue, Fishquard, Pembrokesbire (CWGC): e



file "RIN Casualcies” shows Sub-Lt. W. Sedgeman, as Believed Killed [recovered] whbich
suggests without further research that bis remains may bave been recovered??;
SGAPLES - according to the website naval-bistory.nec and ics Day By Day (14.2.42) diary,
Gempy. Lt. Edward ‘Ged’' Lawrence Jobn Staples, RIZIVR. survived the sinking with
Captain Borton. In contrast the (DI9 Questionnaire compleced by Staples after the War
makes no reference to baving been on the "SS Vyner Brooke” and was in facca Lt on
DMMDMWAD31 being caprured in Java on 9 (Darch 1942. Ghere is a record (17.1.45, Ducc News, New
Zealand) thac bis facher (Dr. A. . Staples of 7 Darborview, Lower Ducc received a POW card
from War Camp I10.3, Gbailand to say Ged was safe: in peacecime Lt Staples was apparencly
well known in Rugby Football circles in Lower Ducc, 11Z., and bad bad been commissioned in
the Royal INavy in 1940 before seeing service in the waters around Singapore. Afcer the War
be was repacriaced to the UK by RAPWI and on bis recurn to Iew Zealand worked as
Senior Gechnical Officer, Chemiscry Section, Wallaceville Animal Gescing Scacion, Upper
Dute, 1NZ. Dis gravestone in Waikanae cemecery, Ilew Zealand shows bis dace of death as
4.11.2001 and that be was the busband of the late €dna Grace Dandley Staples and the loved
facher of Ged and Lawrence Staples. A telepbone conversacion wich Lawrence Staples and
bis wife Brenda ( 25.7.16) revealed thac Ged never (understandably) calked much abouc bis
wartcime experiences but kept in touch for decades wich the POWs be bad been close to in
Burma .Gbe family bave drawn much of their knowledge of bis escape from Singapore from
the references to Ged ( be is unnamed in the book) in Roban Rivece’s "Bebind Bamboo”
being the story of the survivors of the 'SS. Siang Wo” which bad been accacked and then
run aground ac (Duncok..
BURWRIGE - Gyrwhice, (Exera 2™ €ngineer of Vyner Brooke), believed to bave been shoc
[cheword ‘asbore’ bas been deleted] on Banka Is.1). coast ...”(Civilian Casualry List file in UK
Archives): it is notable that, officially, there were only two men with the very rare British
surname Gyrwbicckilled in the Second World War and one was a Lt Commander of a
Bricisb destroyer sunk by a German U Boat in'(Darch 1942; the other man to appear in the
CWGC records as baving died duringthe Waris in fact "..Capaain Cuchberc Gyrwhicc, #
50924, died 15.2.42, Worcescershire Regiment: aged 29, son of Gbhomas and Dorothy
(Darsden Gyrwhice, busband of Delia Scote Gyrwhicc of Greenwich, Connecticut, USA,
Column 67 Singapore (Demorial..."(CWGC) and the researcher judges thac there is a very
bigbh probabilicy (but admitredly it is not definite) that these are the same people;: from one
of €ngland’s oldest distinguished families, Cuchberc Gyrwbicr, who appears to bave been
born around 1913, was an Officer-in the Worcestersbire Regiment being listed in the
‘Gazerre’ on 29.1.32 and unil 21.11.39 as a 2™ Lieutenant (plus at times as a temporary
Caprain and Warrant Officer); be was also related - some sort of cousin - to the famous Sir
Reginald Yorke Gyrwbice, Admiral of the Bricisb Fleer between the world wars and in the
late 1930s also based in China: it also appears that (at around age 22 years) Cuthberc was
in Shangbai with bis Regiment and met Delia Scott whom be married . At some stage lacer
and prior to the Japanese war they moved to Singapore and there is a statementin the
book 'Intelligence and the War against Japan' by Richard ]. Aldrich that this move occurred
in 1939 ".. In December 1939 [Incelligence in] London despacchbed a single officer. Captain
Gyrwhicz, to join FECB specifically to creace a card index of securicy macerial from ('’
sources (meaning incercepted from consular and actaché traffic) ac Singapore and Dong
Kong: in other words a list of Japanese agents ...". Gbis record reveals thac, in addition to
bis role as an officer in the Worcestersbire regiment, be was also a member of the Far €ast
Combined Bureau, the covert body which controlled the gathering of informacion for
British Intelligence in the region (some of the FECB files, including a 'Blacklist of enemy
agents "are in UK Arcbives WO 208/2049). Ghe FECB watched Japanese residencs in
Singapore and Nong Kong and tried to keep up with the major Japanese secret service efforc
in the Far €ast. Post war letters available on-line and beld in the Schlesinger Library,
Rad(cliffe Institute, Darvard Universicy (* Ida Pruict and (Darjorie King papers, 3.59 Delia
Gyrwbict") Rarvard Universicy Library (on line), written becween Delia and ber friend Ida
Pruitc, evidence that the marriage bad broken down whilst they were in Singapore together
during 1940-41 and Delia actually refers to baving a “...fairly violent affair ..."with another
unidentified milicary man (apparently a colourful personality and a British (Darine who
was part of the group organising the official escape route from Singapore to Sumatra and



who survived the Burma railway camps). Cuthberc bad a sibling Jacqueline (see book
auchored by €llen Shosbkes on Jacqueline) who seemed to revel in international political
and social change movements (at one time involved with the fascist movement) and she
enjoyed mixing in upper class circles - Delia projects the same motivacions and somewbac
similar interests in ber correspondence. So importantly, for interpreting the possible
movements and motivations of Cucthbert Gyrwbicr as the Japanese later advanced down
the (Dalayan Peninsula and then actually advanced across Singapore island icself in the
second week of February 1942, it is necessary to remember Cucthbert Gyrwhitt was a spy in
Bricisb Intelligence and a person who would bave been incredibly valuable to the Japanese
for interrogation and torture if they ever caprured bim. Apart from the CWGC record
(which uses a dace of deach atrributed also to many men for whom there is no known
grave) there are more than the usual scenarios for the death of a man supposedly killed in
central Singapore ac British Digh Command. Apart from the two already mentioned above
there s firstly from the Jeyes’ voilec paper list secrecly compiled by the internees in Changi
Prison containing a bigbly accurate record of the fate of several thousand men from
Singapore and (Dalaya afcer the Japanese invasion, .. Gyrwhice C. Capt. - Red Army - POW
- son of Admiral ...” - which is interesting because it suggests a source of someone who knew
something about Cuthbert’s past life (but not encirely accurately) and also suggests that
Cuchbert was still alive as a POW but only after escaping; since if be was in Singapore the
internees would not bave bothered to record bim as a POW (as was the normal practice for
this document). Gbe next wartime record is even more incriguing (and makes the researcher
conjecture whetber it was in fact a red berring for security purposes?) - this time from the
records of the Bureau of Record and €nquiry, a milicary unic under Caprain David Nelson
working in Changi ((Dilicary) POW.camp.in-an official capacity for the Allied bierarcby wich
the objective of tracking and recording-the movements and fates of tens of thousands of
allied servicemen in the far €ast afcer the Surrender to the Japanese - this states ”...
Gyrwhice? Cape. DQUIC, F.€.C.B.. shotac Fort Canning: buried in Forc Canning cemecery ...".
It is interesting thac this usually very accurate and essencially milicary source in Japanese
occupied Singapore choeses not to associate bimwith the Worcestersbire Regiment and,
somewbat surprisingly given the secretive nacure of the FECB, almost publically states
that be was a memberof a covert Intelligence.agency! It also uses pbraseology that could
mean anything - including thac be might bave shot bimself /or be was shot by the Japanese
at Fort Canning/ or that be was shot by bis own army at Fort Canning and finally raises
the question thac, if he was actually buried in Fort Canning, wby was be not disinterred
after the War and reincerred in Kranji like other soldiers? Was all this simply a wartime
cover story for an Incelligence Officer who simply bad to be made to disappear because be
would bave been rich pickings under torture by the Japanese! It is bard to accept that FECB
bierarchy, after baving evacuaced 98 percent of their personnel to Java on 8 January 1942
abead of the advancing Japanese, would not bave ordered their last remaining one or two
personnel in Singapore to escape by whatever means possible once the Japanese bad landed
on Singapore Island. Any FECB agent would bave been captured, interrogated, tortured
and probably shot as a spy in the same manner in which the Japanese treated the SOE
agents they caprured in Southern Siam. Gbe chaortic last convoy’ of 11 -13 February 1942
out of Singapore would bave been ideal for a bigh risk individual such as Cuchbert Gyrwhicc
o use as a means of escape and perbaps being classified as an ".. exera 2 €ngineer .. was a
suitable cover. Otber accounts of Cuchbert's death range from whac bis family were told i.c.
thatbewas ".. gunned down in the streets of Singapore ..."to autbor Justin Corfeld’s
statement that be was “.. probably killed by artillery fire on 15 February 1942 ...". [Uncil the
exact circumstances of cicher the identity of the Gyrwbict on Banka Island or Cuthbert’s deach are
resolved the researcher of this documenc intends to leave this entry for future consideration.]

WHIGE - Lt Cdr James Cusack Stacey White: whilst some sources seem unclear if be was a
member of the official crew in fact the report by the Caprain of the "SS. Vyner Brooke” is
unequivocal that be was an officer of the ship and took part in organising the abandon sbip
pbase: in 'ORB’ ( p. 201) there is a reference to another person in a lifeboac landing on Radiji
Beach [although the author does not make it explicit as to whetber of not this is a lifeboat from the
'SS. Vyner Brooke’] " ... A Royal Navy officer, Lieutenant Commander J.C.S. White, was alslth
the group: originally on another vessel, be bad been picked up as be drifted on a life rafc ...":
Commander White's wife and two children were living at the Grand Rozel, Nuwara €liya,



Ceylon: a Lt Cdr J.C.S. White attended the funeral of (Dr Leonard Langdon - Williams on 27
October 1041 and (Drs Langdon was a passenger on the "Vyner Brooke”

e =23 crew identified against Barton's report there were seven officers and 45 ratings ( leaves
29 Rarings to identify - theses seem likely to be split becween (Dalay crew from the
(MRNVR. men in the RNVR and Royal Navy ratings from the "NMS Prince of Wales " and
the "NMS Repulse”. All the officers from the ship seem to bave been idencified in this
document)

Unidentified people on board:

e A Siameselady and two Britisb children, a girl aged 11 years and ber brother aged 9 years on a raft,
who Lt A. J. Mann thought were called Berry and David ( Angelpro.com) - this is probably either
Drs Pearson or (Drs. Susie Stevens shown in the list above - the children are almost certain to be
the son and daugbzer of (Drs Bull. Ghey miraculously survived the raft floating down the Banka
Straits and - possibly after being picked up by survivors of the sinking of the 'Siang Wo' 9 Australian
soldiers0 landed in Java and were interned there for the rest of the War.

¢ A Brizisb crew member named Len’ (referred to insister Sylvia (Duir’s statement) from the "NMOS
Repulse” - research on the identity of this person continues. Ghere were 20 men on the "NMS
Repulse” with the Christian name Leonard’ so it will take time.

e British crew member called ‘Stan’ - on page 174 of ‘'ORB’ there is a report by Australian nurses Jessie
Simons, Winnie may Davis and Pac Gunther thac they attached to a rafc containing badly injured
crew members from the "Vyner Brooke”; a Bricisb crew member called 'Stan’, who spent a lot of time
talking about the facc thac be bad been sunk four times during the War (including twice in
€uropean waters) plus a Eurasian radioman on the “Vyner Brooke” crew member and another badly
burnt seaman who bad been one of the'qun crew-of the four inch gun on the "Vyner Brooke”. ‘Stan’
bad been on the "NMS. Prince of Wales’ which cucs down the possibilities for bis idencity. Gwo very
possible identities are Stanley Williams, Royal (Darine, PLU/X100178 who died on 16.2.42, buc for
whbom the researcher can find ne other informarion (CWG(), or Able Seaman Scanley Rlderson,
D/SSX17215, aged 22 years and busband of Rosina Aldersoniof Plymouch, be died on 31.3.42 and bad
been actached to the shore base "NDS Sultan” in Singapore after the sinking of the "NMS Prince of
Wales” (CWGC and Plymouth Naval memorial). During the firsc night on the rafc the badly burned
sailor slipped off the raft into the sea wichout utteringa word. Both the Eurasian radio operator
and the seaman called 'Stan’ reached (Duncok on Banka Island wich the nurses.

*  Guifoyle/Guilfoyle - someone by this name {or a phonetic similarity) stating thac she was ...
Dargaret Guilfoyle from Lancasbire and worked in municions ..."( Ada Syer Interview AW(D) was
reporced drifting in the sea by Sister Ada Syer. Gbhere is no record of a survivor of this name.

e A mother with four small children - during the bombing of the ship Sister Betzy Jeffrey was lying on
the floor and always seemed to bave a small child’s foot under ber stomach sbe recollects ... ber
motcher bad four small children wich ber and sbe calmly prayed aloud - the Lord’s Prayer. Poor soul,
if anyone needed belp. sbe did...”(ORB, p.150). Mrs Bull bad three children with ber - this may bave
been the family , but there were many more cbildren on this ship so it seems likely thac this was
anothber family - the reciting of the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ it tends to indicate either a Bricish or Eurasian
family in thacera.

e "white Russian woman killed during 2.00 pm bombing ..."( p.37 ASCOGVB)

e "..ayoungWhite Russian lady also on theraft...- (P.39 ASCOGVB) - probably (Drs Warman.
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