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WELL ATTENDED AND SUCCESSFUL

BMS/MVG MEETING IN APRIL

THE VOLUNTEERS WERE COMMEMORATED

IN MAY AT THE FEPOW SERVICE IN

WYMONDHAM, WHERE A WREATH WAS LAID

On a bright spring day in April, members of the MVG attended a very successful and informative meeting with the British
Malaysian Society at the temporary premises of the Malaysian High Commission in Bedford Row. Members of both
organisations met over coffee before the start of the meeting, giving plenty of time for a chat and catch up. Anthony Cooper
started the meeting by introducing the Malaysian High Commissioner, His Excellency Date’ Ahmad Rasidi Bin Hazizi, who
was our host for the afternoon. His Excellency gave an amusing speech, followed by two short films about the strong bond
which still links Malaysia and the United Kingdom.. Jonathan Moffatt and Rosemary Fell then gave their talks, and the
afternoon ended with a splendid Malaysian curry lunch which was enjoyed by all. A full report on the meeting is on P.2.
Ve are very grateful to former MVG member Felicity Bartleet and her daughter Helen, for attending the annual FEPOW
Service at the Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas of Canterbury in Wymondham on Sunday 13™ May on behalf of the MVG.
Helen laid a wreath commemorating the Malayan Volunteer Forces and we thank her for representing them.
Helen’s grandfather, Augustine Joseph “John’ DALY, fought in WWW1 and was awarded an MC. He moved to Malaya after
the First World War, first as a rubber planter but later joined Charles Bradbume & Co. Ltd. in K.L. as a Stockbroker. Felicity
lived in KL with her parents, John and Norah, where her father joined the FMSVF as Captain in charge of 3 Malayan Field
Ambulance. After Singapore fell to the Japanese he was captured and sent by train to Thailand on 28™ October 1942 with
Letter “U" Party together with so many other Volunteers. He died in captivity in Chungkai Hospital in Thailand in 1944, and is
buried in Chungkai Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Kanchanalburi, in the same section of the cemetery as the Editor’s father.
Felicity and Norah had left Malaya for Perth WA, in April 1941 on the Blue Funnel ship, Charon, and spent the war years
there. They returned to England on the 5§ Rangitiki in March 1946, having heard the sad news that Jehn had died. Felicity
has told the story of her life first in Malaya, then Australia and finally in England, in a delightful memoir called “Ann.”
The wonderful Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas of Canterbury hosts a service every year dedicated to the FEPOWs. Itis a
non-denominational service and this is the only Church in the UK which is dedicated to the FEPOWSs. The Memorial Books, in
which the names of all FEPOWSs are inscribed, are on view in the FEPOW Chapel within the Church. The names of your
loved ones can be viewed by contacting Peter Wiseman, the Historian and Archivist for the Church.
Felicity said that she and Helen had enjoyed the day immensely. There was a huge number of wreaths laid. Many were laid
by people in uniform, representing their countries such as New Zealand and Australia and other countries. After the service a
buffet lunch was provided for the whole congregation, at which Felicity said that they had met other relatives, some with very
interesting stories about their FEPOW relatives.
Our next main event is the service in the Chape! at the NMA on V-J Day, Wednesday, 15" August. If you are planning to
come, please let Rosemary know as we need to let the Arboretum have the numbers attending. It may be possible to find
tables and chairs in "Heroes Square” for a picnic after the service, but bearing in mind that these are tables for the restaurant
customers, we may not be able to use them for our own picnics. Ve can, of course, use our own garden plot.
On Sunday 13" May this year, the arranged gardening day in our plot at the NMA, did not quite work out as planned. On
arrival at the NIMA before 9am that day, we found ourselves in a huge queue of traffic waiting to park. Eventually we found
ourselves in a field some distance from the Arboretum — in fact, in the overflow of the overflow car park which was already full.
We discovered that over 2,000 RAF personnel and their families were attending a service of commemaoration to mark 100
years since the inception of the RAF, As well as this service, the Fire Brigades Union was also holding a sarvice in their Plot
in the Arboretum. In view of the difficulties in carrying gardening equipment from the cars down to the garden plot, we
abandoned the full day’s work we normally carry out. We are very grateful to Anthony and June Jackson for visiting the
NMA a couple of weeks garlier and for cutting back the bamboo shrubs, weeding the paved areas and asking the
groundsmen to mow the grass. This meant that there wasn't much to do apart from cleaning the benches. This can be done
nearer the time of the V-J Day service. However, we do thank Simon and Lynda Moss for coming with their daughter Claire
and son-in-law. Also thanks go to Jonathan and Sutti Moffatt, Keith Andrews and to Phil and Poll Beynen for coming.
We thank those members who replied to Jonathan’s plea for help in typing the updates to the Evacuees List for the new
website. The task is quite time-consuming but not difficult, and in order to speed up its completion so that we can get the lists
on the website, we could do with a few more typists. If you feel you can help in any way — please let Jonathan know. He will
explain the task and send you the relevant details.
As explained in the Data Protection Letter, please let us know if you wish to opt out of the Membership List & haven't done so yet
1;



REPORT ON THE BMS/MVG GATHERING AND TALKS ON 5'" APRIL 2018
By lonathan Moffatt

Some 29 MYG members joined British Balaysian Society members and High Commission staff for this very friendly and lively
gathering at the tempeorary premises of the Malaysian High Commisston.
After a short film on &0 years of British Mataysian links which featured amongst others our Michaet Thompsan, and words
of welcome and introduction from HE Datulk Ahmad Rasidi Bin Hazizi and Dato Anthany Cooper, Rasemary gave her
illustrated tatk on the history and composition of the Malayan Volunteer Forces and the aims and achievements of the
Malayan Volunteers Group.
Rosemary spoke of the origins of the Volunteer Movement in Malaya and Singapore during Britain's major conflicts of the
19" and 20" centuries. The proud motto “In Oriente Primus” — First in the East” emerged in the 1880s.
As Waorld War 2 approached, men from all walks of life and nationalities in Malaya and Singapore — Malays, Chinese, Indians,
Eurasians and Eurcpeans - jeined the Voluntesr Forces. Rosemary spoke of her own family’s involvement in these events:
“Before the war, my family fived in Molacea where my father, Eric Reeve, wos the Headmaster of the Bandor Hifir Engfish
School for boys. He jeined the Malacca Volunteer Corps, the 47 Battolion SSVF. As a 2™ Lieutenant he was put in chorge of
the Signafs Section. He was well liked by his men who were off Eurgsion or indian, By Decernber 1941, at the start of
hastilities, the Battolion numbered some 675 men — Europeans, Chinese, Malays, Eurasions ond indions. The Battalion was
mohitized on 3™ December 1941 and entrained for Singapore where it wos deploved to defend port of the south coast of the
isfand. Coptured in Singopore, my fother was sent to Changi barracks and then to the Thollond-Burma Raifway. He died
there in 1943 of dysentery, pelfagra ond a leg armputation, and is buried in Chungkal Commonwealth Wor Groves Cemetery.”
In 1985, Rosernary and her mother wenit on & Royal British Legion Pilgrimage to Thailand to visit her father's grave, Qut of
the 80 pilgrims on the tour, they were the only family with Mzlayan Yolunteer connections. This made her fagl,
subconsciously, that no-one knew much about the Volunteers and she resolved then "to do something about this.” n 2003,
Rosemary attended a V-i Day Service at the NMA, and it was then that this “resclve” turned into reality. The stalf at the
NIA had no idea who the Malayan Volunteer Forces were, and told her that that there were no mamaorizls to them in the
Arboretum. Later that yvear, Rosemary was invited to a funch in London for “the children of Volunteers.” A smalt group of
12 met in a restaurant near Trafalgar Sguare. They agreed to collect rmoney to buy a bench for the NMA and dedicate it to
the Volunteers.
tn a very shorf space of time, sufficient funds had been raised to buy 2 benches and a Memorial Stone made of Cornish
granite. The benchas were dedicated in 2004 and in lanuary 2005 the Malayan Yolunteers Group was put on a more formal
basis with a membership list and the publication of the first newsletter, “Apa Khabar.” Rosemary then highlighted a few of
WYGE"s major presentations.
In 2006, maney was donated to Rod Beattie's Thailand-Burma Railway Centre Museum in Kanchanaburi far the purchase of
hooks for its library and lecture room. A teak board with the various Volunteer Units' badges is now displayved on the
staircase wall.
in 2007, the MYG's Memaorial Garden Plot at the NMA was dedicated by one of cur own Veteran Yolunteers, the Rewvd,
Geoffrey Mowat,
A teak board with 5 Volunteers badges was presented to the Changi Museum In September 2008, thanks to its director Jeya
Ayadurai. This was unveiled by Singapore's former President Mr. 5.R. Nathan.
MVG members attended various remembrance events to mark the 70" anniversary of the Fall of Singapore in September
2012 - in Singapore, Perth WA, on Bangka Isiand and in Sumatra. Two plaques were unveiled in Perth and four in Sumatra,
With growing awareness about the fate of many civilian relatives of our members who escaped just before Singapore fell,
but were captired and interned by the Japanese, the MVG felt that these civilians shoutd also be included in our acts of
remembrance. Thus in October 2013, the MVYG sponsored a concert to commemorate the 70" anniversary of the Women's
Vocal Orchestra created in the women’s internment cemp in Palembang, Sumatra. The concert was performed by a local
choir using music written in the camp by Margaret Dryburgh, Norah Chambers and Margeyy lennings. The profits from the
concett were given to a Primary Schaol in Muntok; for repairs to a communal grave containing the remains of several
women who had died in the camps; and for a plague inscribed with their names.
i 20114, military and civilian internees in various camps in Sumatra, and those killed whilst escaping from Singapore, were
remembered. The plagque presented to the Changi Museum included the Australian Army nurses massacred on Bangka
{skanhd.
On the 70" anniversary of the Japanese surrender in Singapore, the 12 September 2015 - MVG members attended the
presentation of a plague to the Changi Museum dedicated to all thase who had been interned in the Sime Road Camp, both
military and civilian. The plague was unveiled by Vilma Howe and Clga Henderson, both former child internees in this camp.
Farlier in February 2015, in Munitok, a Museum of Peace dedicated to all those internad there and funded by the MVG was
opened. 2.




In 2017, forty MVG members and friends attended events in Singapore, including a service in Kranji Commonwealth War
Graves Cemetery, to mark the 75th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore. The MVG laid wreaths on behalf of the Malayan
Volunteer Forces and the civilian internees.

Since 2005, the MVG has taken part in many memorial services in various parts of the world, including marching past the
Cenotaph in Whitehall on Remembrance Sunday. Annual services are held on V-J Day in the Plot at the NIMIA and a Reunion
Lunch in London. The guarterly newsletter includes wartime diaries written and kept in great secrecy by Volunteers, and
civilian eye witness accounts of escapes and wartime conditions in Singapore and Malaya.

MVG is a privately funded group. All plaques and memorials have been paid for by its members. It differs from most other
FEPOW Associations in this country in that it concentrates on presenting memorials to Museums and other places in the Far
East where so many members’ families lived and worked before the outbreak of war or where they were interned during
the war. Thus the focus of the Malayan Yolunteers Group's remembrance occupies a niche not covered by other groups,
especially in Sumatra. The work of the MVG continues to raise awareness of the Malayan Volunteer Forces and to seek
recognition for their unigue role in the Malayan Campaign and in captivity,

Rosemary concluded her talk with the MVG motto:

“Andai nya kita terlupa” — which means “Lest we Forget.”

Jonathan then spoke of the approximately 200 enquiries he continues to receive each year, mostly from families of British
Malaya; some from historians and the media. These enquiries often result in copies of photes, diaries and letters coming
into the MVG archive. Some families make contact because they are compiling and publishing family history. Recent
examples include:

1. Eleanor Nunis’ book, “Unsung Herpes”, the often tragic story of a Eurasian family in Muar 1930s/40s.

2. The captivity diary of Alastair McKenzie, Manager, Chuo Estate, Segamat and a Sapper in the Johore Yolunteer Engineers.
3. MVG's Robin Polglase's book on his father who was in FMSVF Armoured Car Regiment and an F Force POW.

Others close to publishing are MVG member Jan Beranek who is writing about his great uncle, a Czechoslovak Bata Shoes
employee who served in the SSVF and was missing, presumed killed, in the Battle for Singapore. In Australia, Mary Ann
Schooling and two friends are finalising a history of the Eurasian S5VF Volunteers.

Jonathan originally intended talking about a few such collaborative projects but then one came his way which he found so
interesting that he decided just to focus on that. A school teacher in Malacca, Audrey Lim Swee Peck contacted him about
her father Lim Keng Watt who had been a Sergeant in the Malacca Volunteer Corps [4/55VF] and a school teacher at 5t.
Francis’ Institution, Malacca. [N.B. See Audrey’s article about her father in the April 2018 Edition of Apa Khabar and her
now published book, “Memories of a Malaccan.”]

Lim Keng Watt was an enthusiastic photographer who kept a quality photographic record of his Volunteer Service from
1928 to 1942; of the Malaya Contingent in the London Victory parade of 1946; and of his school into the 1950s. Other
enthusiasms which dominated his collection were Scouting, Music and Drama.

Jonathan shared with his audience a selection of Sgt. Lim’s photos of the Chinese Company MVC in the 1930s and told how
St. Francis’ Institution paid a heavy price in the struggle against the Japanese. The school was closely linked to Yolunteer
Service and to resistance during the Japanese occupation, in particular circulating news from the BBC. This led to the arrest
and torture of a number of staff including the Senior Teacher Mr. Pamadasa who was sentenced to death and executed.
Sgt. Lim somehow survived the Battle of Singapore; the surrender; the screening, after which many of his comrades were
massacred; then arrest by the Kempeitai as he returned to Malacca. Eventually he and a few others received Japanese
permission to resume teaching duties.

In 1946, Sgt. Lim was among those selected to represent Malaya in the London Victory Parade. Again, he kept a detailed
record in photos, letters and memorabilia of the event and touring England, Wales and Scotland. Among the places they
visited were Fort Dunlop in Birmingham, Stratford-upon-Avon, Brighton, Edinburgh, the Ford Plant at Dagenham and Elstree
studios. The Malayan Contingent camped out in Kensington Gardens where it was inspected by Mountbatten, HM The King
and the Royal Family. Later the Contingent partied with Prime Minister Attlee and George Hall, Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

The British Film Institute has a very good film on the subject online at:
http://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-victory-parade-1946-online

There is also good colour film of the Parade on Youtube.

To conclude, Jonathan explained how enguiries could be messaged direct to him through the recently redesigned MVG
wehsite. Also there is lively discussion and queries on our new MVG Facebook. A closed group with over 100 members —
new ones welcome. Various new publications were also exchanged including Sir Percy McNeice's captivity account,
“Prisoner under the Sun.”

The talks were followed by a very good chicken rendang lunch provided by Datin Rese. Thanks to Anthony Cooper for
arranging this event. 3




MY TRIP TO BELUM - by EW. Birch C.M.G.
With thanks to Dave Croft RAFBEPA
From: The Journal Straits Branch R.A. Society. No: 54, 1909
[Editor: This short article follows on from the HUBERT BERKELEY story in Apa Khabar Aprif 2018 No: 54]

Ve started from Grit (sic) for Belum on Monday, the 26th July (1909). Hubert Berkeley, JW. Simmons, the Datoh Sri
Adika Raja, 1.5.0., the hereditary Chief of Upper Perak, and 1.

\We had 21 elephants, one of which is probably the tallest in Perak. His name is Bogek and he stands 9ft. 4%ins. at the
shoulder. His master, the Datoh Wan Man - the headman of the district for which we were bound - had come down
to Grit {sic) to meet me and was our guide to Belum,

We began our journey by walking eight miles to Bersiah, where we camped. The elephants took over seven hours to
make the journey. They can go two miles an hour when the going is good, but deep mud, hills, river fords and fallen
trees delay them. At ¥ past 12 we reached the Kuala Rui and saw how it empties its muddy water, full of mining silt,
into the beautiful Perak River.

\We passed through bamboo country and crossed some fair-sized streams.

Bersiah is a village with 64 people of all ages, whao live in miserable Post and Telegraph Office at Grik
bamboo huts and have but little cultivation of a permanent nature.
The evil of opium smoking is very evident amongst the Patani Malays
here and elsewhere and destroys their usefulness as agriculturists.
There is some padi land, and some more will be irmigated next year
at Banderiang, on the Grit (sic) side of Bersiah,

The people suffer a great deal from goitre (bengok), and this was
mare noticeable the further we went up country.

The Datoh Sri Adika Raja tells me that goitre is a peculiarity of the
interior of all the surrounding Malayan countries as one nears the
mountains: and that the Malays attribute it to the water the people
drink. They believe that the water is infected by some unknown

akar(root or creeper),
MESSAGE FROM MALAYSIA — Re: The Seremban Memorial.

Major A.R. Ramachandran lyer (Retd.) has sent this photograph of the Seremban
lemaorial with the following message:

This Memorial exists but has been forgotten as far as ceremonies go. [ intend to
revive the Remembrance Day Ceremony in November 2018. | need more
information, if you can assist. Here’s a picture for your gaflery. Thank you.

If there are any MVG members in Malaysia who could make contact with Major
Ramachandran and attend the Ceremony in November in Seremban, we would
he very grateful. It would be good to have an MVG presence at this ceremony,
and a wreath laid on behalf of the Malayan Volunteer Forces.

MESSAGE FROM KEITH ANDREWS
Photo Albums

COFEPOW Trustees are working towards creating new photo albums which will be kept in the FEPOW Building and under
the control of the Trustees. Should MVG members wish to donate to the albums, please advise me and | will send out the
contact details — or they can be sent to me and | will forward on the information.

Projected Names

With regard to the names being displayed on the wall of the Building, | have finished going through the name lists up to the
letter "0, so there is still a little way to go. Slowly the bugs are being ironed out of the existing Database, the new projector
and computer equipment have now been installed. There still may be names of Volunteers who should be displayed but for
which we have no official record. | will be consulting with Jonathan about these names e.g. men in the Fleet Air Arm; Royal
Navy: British Army: British Indian Army who stayed loyal to the Crown; and men executed before the Japanese POW cards
were made out and therefore not in WO392 lists.

[We are grateful to Keith for his help.] 4,



TRANSCRIPT OF THE DHARY KEPT BY SIR ALASTAIR BLAIR-KERR
OF HIS ESCAPE FROM SINGAPORE IN 1942 WITH H1S WIFE ESTHER (nee FOWLER-WRIGHT]
By kind permission of their daughter Linda Hughes

Feb 200 cantd, - Escape from Singapaore in the Chinese Tongkang
We are short of cutlery and have to eat cut of coconut husks. Ilowever, we thrive on “maconochic” and tea, with

some bully beef. It fecls a lot better in some ways to be making for somewhere in particular. The first three days
we simply watched the smoke of Singapore and steeved in the opposiie direction, with an idea that we might have
to spend months on the islands with the Malays and the odd hope of getting to Java sometime. We learned,
however, at Murow that Lhe Japs had taken the island of Banka which barred our route to Java, So our only hope
was Sumatra. We hope to get to the wesl of the island before the Japs who, we learn, are advancing from the
sotrth,
Feb 21t
Stifl on the Tongkang, Spent the night in a little cabin. (Somervell, Esther and I). We decide to collect
contributions from everyone for the cost of the tiip. Most of the men have no money at all, and the lew of us who
hawve, “carried” the rest. Reach Pergi Raja and are told by the natives that some white people have gone further
upstream to Tembilahan, So we continue.
fieb 2204
We spend the night - 4 in a cabin (S, E. and 1 and George Aldridge}. Esther pretty crushed. Nottoo well asa
result. Reach Tembilahan and disembark, We are received by Capt. Gordon of the Argylls. Tmeel Davis of the
F.M.S, Railways. He was on the “Kuaia” which 1efl Singapore on Friday 13% February and was bombed and sunk.
We have & wash and a drink and set off again in a large steam launch {a small steamer). Ttis being towed by
ancther steamer. We are packed like herrings on both boats - about 700 people all told. We see Major and Mrs.
Nunn from Singapore {(survivors from the “Kuala”) also Pat Purser, Chartered Bank, and Stewart from IHong
Kong Bank. Also Stabb, ITong Kong Bank. We met Major Hill the senior fighting officer on board, and join his
party. Somervell is getting too officious and some of his ideas about getting back to Malaya as guerrillas are just
fantastic.
Have slept soundly on some planks - Stewart, Mitler, Major Hill, Esther and £ As we are being towed there is
no vibration of engines, and it is very pleasant. We reach Rengat about 12.30 p.m. disembark. Change some
dollars into guilders at the Post Office (pach person Timited to 20 dollars). Gel some pots and pans and some food.
Cock it in a large shed. First warm meal for several days. We learn of the sinking of the “Kuala” and 2 other
vossels south of Singapore. Some of the survivors (nursing sisters principally} have gone on to Ayer Molok in an
endeavour to ger to lava. {They appear to have been unaware Banka was in Jap hands and stand a poor chance of
getting there).
We get a bus at Rengat about 3.30 p.m. and are laken to Ayer Molok where there is a large rubber factory used as
a temporary camip. The drying shed is the “barrack room.” No accommaodation for Esther and walk 2 miles back
to a Rest House where the “Kuala”™ yirls are housed. Esther stays there. [ go over Lo a native hospital and sleep
ihere. Wosquitoes are awful and we are bitten very badly.
Feb 24th
Still at Ayer Molok. We keep watching the notice boards for buses to the Wesl of Sumatra. Major Hill is very
helpful. Col. Wolfe-Murray is camp commandant and is just about as difficult as he can possibly be. Capt.
Ibbertson is very helpful. Walfe-Murray {despite the Loxic effect of war) i8 “red lape” from head to foot. We buy
adds and ends in the village nearby.
Feb 25t
Slept again in the native hospital on a couple of boards. Join a party on a small red bus and leave Ayer Molok
about .30 a.m. to Sawahlunte on the West of Sumatzu. The journey is very pleasant. The road follows the
Indragiri River for about 100 miles. ITave lunch about 1.30 in a small village. (Curried eggs, black cofiee and
banana fritters. They taste good). We now sec some rubber estates and coconut plemtations . Laler we sart to
climb and pass through some jungle, then secondary jungle. Sumatra has a confinuous range of hills on the west
which have to be crossed. We rise to over 4,000 feet and the vegetation becomes scanty. We reach Sawahlunto
about 9 o’clack at night. We are lucky and get fixed up in a hotel. Feed at once and drop off to sleep. We had
almost [orgotten what an English bed [eels like.
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Feb 26t
Sawahlunto is & fair sized town, beautifully situated among the hills. We do some shopping. The Dutch are very
hetpful We meet all sorts of people - many of whom are escapees {rom Singapore. They have an air raid alert
about 10.30. A Tap plane comes aver every day at that time looking for stragglers.
The Dutch have a curious siven which sounds all the time the alert is orn. We: are rather worried even now at the
sound of an aeroplane! We learn Padang is our next destmation.
Feb 274
We leave by train for Padang at 4 am. We start climbing and reach over 6,000 fect. The hills have no trees on
them practically, Just patches of green and small clumps of trees. Tt reminds me of the hills in Perthshire. The
Sumatrans sell us eges and vegetables and cakes at every stop. At about 10 a.m. we begin to drop again and Lhe
coolness of the hills gives way to the humid heat again, We reach Padang about 11,40 am.
We are met by a sort of Tvacuee Comunittee (Dutch people) whe give us all information about registration with
the authorities and the British Vice Consul. We are taken to the Town Hall and given some clothes. We jolly well
need some too. We are fixed up with a charming family {Dutch} Mr. and Mrs, Brest. He is pure Dulch, she is
Dutch Burgher - a perfectly natural result of the Dafch colonial policy which enconraged Dutchmen to settle
down in their colomics and marry woraen of that colony. Mrs. Brest knows no English, We know no Dulich, so we
cornmunicate in Malay, which differs slightly from the language we know in Singapore, but it is good enough.
Stll in Padang, Jap reconnaissance planes over frequently. There are about 1,000 Fnglish people here -
principally soldiers, some civilians and women.
Gen. Gordon Bennett who escaped from Singapore with ns the samne night, is picked up by a plane and taken to
Tava. 11e broadcasls his route from Singapore and across Sumatrall Despite the fact that there are about 300 of his
own men in Sumatra and 500 English peoplel! Jap reconnaissance immediately increases. Amberhaven (sic), the
port of Padang has been bombed a few days before and it is probable it will be bombed agam. That would be our
escape routte by sea altogether, The Japs have advanced well north of Bencoolen by this lime. Gorden Bennett is
not popular.,
'I'he strain has been a bit too much for Esther and she is feeling a bit off colour. "lilu seems to be developing, At
6.30 T go down to the Army Burcau and find everyone packing up. News has rcached the Consul that a British
Destroyer and Light Cruiser will calt at Amberhaven and pick up all English people.
We rush and pack and gel the 7.15 train. At Padang Station we meel Major Hayes of the R AM.C. and join the
medical party which includes Dhe. Morris from Singapore. She is one of the “Kuala” people but has crossed
Sumatra by a different route.
We reach Amberhaven about 8 p.m. to find the harbour partly blocked by sunken ships, but HMS “Scowt” is
alongside. She is refuelling. It is a beautiful moontight night and about 1,000 of us are sitting on the breakwater.
Marvellous target for the Japanese if they arvive. “Scout” gives us all a meal of biscuits, bully beel and tea. We sct
off about 1 a.m,
March 2r¢
“Seout” takes us out about 200 mites and we reach HMS “Danae” and draw alongside. About 4 of us arce
transferred to “Danae.” Esther and the other givls go up to the Caplain’s cabin. We ga to the dindng room and
sleep on the fAoor. Not mmuch sleep. “Dange” sets off at full speed to get out of the range of Jap and throbbing of
engines is terrific. Slows down somewhat at dawn. The group of islands off Sumatra pass and fade away and by
noon we are all well out to sea - not out of range though. The Commandoer conducts a short service at 2a.m. The
sea is very blue, We zigzag all the ime. We join the Australian Cruiser “Hobart” and another Croiser. “Scout”
and another Destroyer are in attendance. Another ship in distress behind us. The 342 Cruiser transfers her
passengers to “Flobart” and returns to rescur,
March 3+
*Danae” is rather short of rations and water, but there is snfficient to go round, but practically ne variety. Esther
is improving and sits on deck for a short tme.
March 4t
Have slept on deck. Suddendy realize I bave not had clothes off for 4 days. A bit grimy sleeping on deck every
might. The crew are grand. ‘the girls get a spot of beer in the morning and a glass of sherry in the afternoon.
There is a service at 9 am. by the Commander. We all welcome it. TTe seems to hit the mark m his prayer
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especially the one about “those whose fajth in life has been broken or shaken.”

Sight land about 5 p.m. and draw into Colombo about & p.m. The ship would normally have gone to the naval
base at [rincomalre, but came to Colombo as thare were so many escapees on board. The receplion commiltee
meet us and we are taken to a church school in the town, They are very kind. 1t is good to have a hot bath and a
real good feed again. Sleep ke logs Hil © am. next maming on mattresses on floor,

March 5t

Go down (o place in town run under auspices of evacues comnittee and get some clothes, Visit Whiteaways also
and buy some clothes. I call on Tulius and Creasy, Solicitors; they very kindly offer some financial assistance and [
accept tt. Must pay it back as soon as [ can. Stay at the church school. Get word we are leaving the following
morning for Bombay., We cable home our escape from Singapore,

March gt

Board the “Ranchi® which is now a merchanl cruiser, at @ a.m. She is very changed from the old peacetime
“Ranchi”. We sef sail in the lale afterncon. About 600 of us including about 100 RAF. The crew are a pretty
mouldy Tot compared with the RN. Chaps on *Danae”. We form ourselves into groups for messing and a roster
of table orderlies is followed, Food is excellent. We sleep on the various floors on blankets - not enough
mattresses to go round. Wounded and some of the girls get camp beds, Not allowed to sleep outside on deck.
“Ranchi” is much bigeer than “Dange” - more room to move about. Deck quoits in the morning. Meet Rev, J.R.
Thomson formerty of Presbyterian Church, Singapore. He was on “Kuala”, He used to be Assistant Minister in
Dunblane Cathedral.

Stewart, formerly Manager of Hong Kong Bank in Singapore is appointed lizison officer bebween crew and
EVACUEES.

March 8t

We are moving very slowly and zigzagging all the time. We arc pretty well armed with 67 guns and A.A. small
arms, bul no escort of destroyers. We are escorting 2 other smaller merchank vessels. One of them looks like one
of the “President” Class. Play deck tennis in the afternoon with some petty officers. 'they are good lads. Esther
(ully recoverced again, and plays well.

March 9t

Play quite a lol of deck tenmis, and quoits and feel much better. Shortage of cigarettes on board and we are
rattoned. Food is really good. Play “Bezique” with Esther. Read. Good library of light stuff. Paravanes put out
about 3 p.m. Sight land about 4 pm. Draw nto Bombay about 53¢ p.m. Not allowed ashore. Spend the night on
board.

BATAAN LEGACY HISTORICAE SOCIETY
A message from Cecilia Gaerlan — Executive Director

t came across your website while researching the work of Prof. Yuki Tanaka for an upcoring conference that we are
organizing in San Francisco ch September 227 2018. | want to let you know of our organization and its work ta inciude
WA in the Philippines on the high school curriculum frameworls in California.
Since 2014 Bataan Legacy Historical Society (BLHS) has besn working with the California Department of Education to do
this, and on 14" July 2016, it was finally approved for inclusion in the Grade 11 .S, history curriculum framework. in 2017,
wes commissioned & Bay Area high schodd history feachers ko create sample lesson plans that are consistent with the
Califernia Common Care Standards.
Imglsmentation started this past semester in some schocls but this process will take time and a lof of work. These lssson
plans, including primary documents, are now avaitable for free through our webske.
Evary year sincs Bataan Legacy's inception, we do several events fBataan Death March around ¢ April and a Conference)
inciyding exhibitions, Iecturas efc. We have ;ust finished the 78 Anniversary of the Bataan Death March held at the Presidio
in 8an Francisca on 7% April, We will have our 4™ Confarsnce on W11 in the Philippines' on 22" " September 2018 entitled:
“Rasistance, Retaliation, Reconclliation and Rescission.” Please let your members know about this,
As | find out more about events during VWWH 1 in the Pacific {Vyner Brooke, Sandakan) | realize the importance of
collaborating with organizations such as yours to aducate the public sbout the atrocities of war.
Thank you so much for your time and { hope to hear from you soon!
4" Conference — Saturday 22™ September 2018, 10 a.m. — £ p.m. at the Universlly of San Francisco's McLaren
Conference Centre. Spaakers from the U.5.A. and Philippines wiil cover the following tupics:

«  Updata on 'WW11 in the Philippines’ Lasson Plans

»  Studenis’ Prajacts on WWHT in the Philippines

«  Military & Civilian Resistance

v War Crimes & Reconciflation
[Editor: Our members in the USA may llke o attend.] 7.




THE SURVEYOR SURVEYED
ERIC STEWART WiLEBOURN OBE,, ED., MA (CANTAB), FGS. ~ 21/H/1889 - 25 /11 /1977
By land peomission of his grandson Roger 5. Willbourn assisted by
Amanda E. Royde-Smith (gtanddaughter) and Carohine V. Willbouwrn {granddanghter-in-taw)

Al day on 12 Feh, Exic was very busy and it was obwious that the end was near. He and a fellow Austrabian officer, a
Capt. Boyd, were working to keep the teaffic for retreating soldicrs flowing amidst heavy bombing and then Capt.
Boyd asked the Bripade Major for permission for Efic 1o go into town to check on his wife, They both hopped inio
Etics car and manaped to get the five or six miles o the College Road house where they met a Mr, Hines, Chicf
Police Officer for Negr Sembilan. Ho said that Jessie, Mrs. Cowgill and his cwn wile had loft for the docks just rwo
hours eatlier after John Cowgill had received a telephone call {7om Hugh Fraset, the Colomat Secretaty, ordeitng him
to; cnsure that the wornen left imwmediately. Sa Efie, feeling mightly relicved that fessie was now heading for potential
safety, went back with Captain Boyd to his Brignde FHC).
Military matters then took their course nntit surrender on 15" February, BEric was imprisoned out at Changi {Barracks},
stifl with the Australians, when a month or so later he mangged to get a fetter semepled into Changd fail, where John
Cowgill was interned with the civilian men-{olk. John was able to advise Erie that he had taken the three women to
the docks and seen them into a launch, along with a Geotge Blunn of K1, a distinguished JP and well-known Member
of the States Couneil of Selangpor, That was the last fohn saw of heard of them, With the news thar firercd back 1o
Changi over the following six months from survivors of the ships that had been bombed, captured or sunlk, Tiic
realised that it was highly Tikely thar Jessie had been killed or drowned — bur he did not give up hope.
L the Changi POW camp, Eric’s life was, no doubt, identical to thar of all other TMEVT and Artny officers, which has
heen woll dorumented. Réchardson records meeting Eric at the Sclarang Barracks on 4™ March, sdlt with the ATV, but
when they mer again an 8" June, Richardson notes that Etic has now rejoined the FEMSVE officess.
Richardson was one of the most active proponents and leading lights in the setting up of the ‘Chang University” — his
thirst for knowkedpe was insatiable and he mentions a number of lecrires and talks on natters scientific, including
comversations with Etic on geomorphology and a geology lecture that Eric gave on 6% August entitled “The Creation
of Mafaya.” 1'he infamous Sclaiznge incident in the eatly days of Septembert scerns to have somewhat mrerrupted such
scientific disewssions]
Then on 28" October 1942, Etic was part of the U-Torce fetter “U7 Party (his Japanese POW Card confirns this)
shipped up by railway-truck to Ban Pony in Siam: arownd 70% of this party was made up of personnel from the local
Volunteer Forces, 'The unpleasantness of that rail joumey and the ngours of the subsequent forced march from
Kanchanaburi up the Kwal Valley are described in the passages from his post-war daries, which were published in the
October 2015 cdition of Apa Khabar, so [ won't repeat them here in deeail. Richardson was also on the same train
and forced mareh — his diary also gives a graphic description of conditions. Saffice it o say that Eric and his
companions marched through the mud and rain fur the 5 or so miles to Larso. This took many days and the terrible
conditions phis the 80ths pack he was carrying took their colivetive toll, along with a poisoned finger and septic heels
from the blisters.
Fortunately, he and 30 other men were taken the final 25 miles or so up the nver in harges to their final destinadon at
Insaiyok. |lere one of de selfless FMSVE doctors (about whon Jane Flower gave us so much interesting detatl two
years ago) was able to give hitn some relief by lancing bis blisteved hecls - by now the bone was showing in his right
heel, He was also suffering from amocbic dysentery and his weight was down to aroand 82 stone — from a pre-war fit
and healthy welpht of 13 stone.
Kinsaiyok is only about half way up the line from Ban Punyg to the Burmese border at “[hree Pagodas Pass and Eric was
very fortunate that this was as far north as he went, since the death rate at camnps further up the line and over in Burma
was far higher, reaching 50% or mote in late 1943, However, in the first wock of Decetnber 1942, he was moved to
Kanyu River Camp just 2 few miles back down the line, fairly near the infarnous Heltre Pass. Hore, with his clese
friend Os Watson, a fellow otficer in the FMSVE, he worked as a gravedigger in the cemetery party. Os Watson was
an Avstralian and also one of the older POWS on the ratlway, baing over 56 and only a couple of vears younger than
Eric. Il was one of the senior Govermment Tand Surveyors in Perak State, having come to Malaya in 1920 and
moved to Batu Gajah in aboat 1930, His work would bave brought hitn into contact with Edc and he vst have been
4 close frend of his for 2 decade of so before the war, As 4 result of contacts made through MY, 1 was very pleased
to be able to exchange e-mails a couple of years ago with his son, Dierek, whe was bora in Kuala Lipis in 1928, Eric
and Os shured everything and seemed to have stuck together {or most, if not all, of the fime during their captivity.
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Sadly, it was at this catnp that Eric had to bury his fncnd Ken Banceoft of the Malayan Crl Service and Kedah
Volunteer Force, whoin he knew frot Ipoh and who had been on the same “U07 Party train and hard slog up to
Kinsaiyok a tere six weeks gatlice.

Afrer four months at Kanyu, Etic and Os were in a party of sick and elderky men sent down the river 1o Chungkal,
which probably saved their fives, as Clanglai was a so-called hospiral camp: Richardson reconds teeting them on 17
April at Bang Kao and they artived into Chungkal on 3% April. Also this was around the tme when, T understand, the
‘speedo’ period started and thus the POWS were worked even harder, if thut were possible, the worst of the cholera
outhreaks happened and the desth rates began o soar, as the Conmonwealth War Graves cemetery at Chunglead
attests. Bec folls us that when he and Os arvved ar Chuangkai, there were about 70 graves there: when they left fust
over a vear later, there wore more than 1,500 graves — one wonders how many of those Fvic himsclt helped to dip,
Eric was moved to Nakhon Pathom POW Camp In fone 1944, which is roughly halfway berorcen Kanchanaburi and
Rangkok {via 2 two months stint in "ha Muang camp, just to the sonth-gast of Kanchanaburi). Nakhon Pachom was a
proper 'Fhai rown in tts own rght, to the east of Ban Pong, not just a collection of jungle huts, and many prisoners had
been moved there into another so-called *hospita!’ camp once the rudhway had been predominantly completed in
Oreober 1943,

According to the post-war verbal account ho gave to his daughter, Betty, Eric worked here as a medical orderly,
especially with thuse who had become mentally devanged by their expeﬁenccs and the conditions of imprisonment up
the Burma railway, although we have no written recotd of his fime in that camp. After scven months or so, in January
1945, Eric was moved back up the Ene to Kanchanabun, T believe this was as 2 consequence of the ]ﬂ]‘.ﬂﬂnLHL potey to
sepatate officers from the Other Ranks. At feast this move spared Efic the agony of transporeation 1n a hell-ship to
Japan and the consequential dangers of being sunl by allied submarines.

OF course, Etic’s life and those of so many thousands of other TTIPOW: were saved by the suddeaness of Japan’s
unconditional surrender after the A-bombs were dropped over Hitoshimaz and Nagasaki, The oeders o figuidate all
BOWs are well documented but lacldly they were only carried out in the remoter parts of Borneo and so the mass-grave
ditches dog at Chiungkai and clsewhere were never used for that purpose. The first letters written by Eric after the
suriender are very interesting, With V.J Day being the 154 Angust, it would seem that 1t took some fime firr the word
to filter all alony the railway, As luck would have it, Eric was in a party of 400 officers which left Kanchanabuti
actually on 13" August in a frain of open-top wagons bound for Banghkok, en rourc to Nakon Nayok. It took almost
twis days for them to travel to Bangkok, a distance of only 80 miles, so one can see what a terible state rail-transport
comunications wete in by then, as a resul of Allied bombing.

S0, on 17" Aupust they arrved inio Bangkok to discover that the faps had suriendered and therefore they did not have
to catry on with the journey to Nakon Nayok, which would have involved a 30 imile walk carvying all their kit from the
distant railhead to the site of their new catnp. Those who had beon part of the five earlier pattics to be sent there
(which included Richardson) had had, and were still having, a dreadful himce ofit. As BEtic sadd o Ids fivst lotrer hotne,
he was “ery hucky to be able to reach the one civilised pact of Thailand cxacdy at the cotical date, The
parties thar were to have left Kanburi after ns frave been cancelled.”

Fric and his feflow travellers spent about ten duys in a godown (warchousc) in Banghkol port, with the boon of
concrete floots, “wer much more preferable than the mud and dire of the fungle,” The tnost important thing was
that they innnediately started to cat pood food once again and were “given many of the Red Cross supplies that the
Nips have withfield from ps.”

He also received his first mail for a very long time, the most recent having been written in January 1945, some nine
months eathier. Etic was then moved, along with about 100 others to 1o less an address than the Onental Hotell Tour
of thetn shared 4 room and there as no power or light but “we are a ser of scroungers, we foar, and have got some
cocorut oif which we burn in lamps made from old tins.” On the 28" August, he writes that they arc sl prisoners

— ot allowed ouiside the hotel - but that day he was able to send a telegram home to Btuil.u‘lgmn through the good

offices of a French priest who was alfewed into the hotel.. This duly reached Brdlington on 30™ August and was
relayed on the same day o his two children, 30™ Angust was also the day (hat his fapanese POW Registration Card was
marked as being released o the Allied Forces, so it tnust have been about that tiine that the first British or Ametican
woops araved into Banghkok.

On 3 Seprember, he writes again to his sister in Bridlingron, s6ill from the Orental Hotel {1} in which he says he has
heen sending teleprams o Hugh Fraser and John Cowgill in Singapore, secking news of Jessie and that he has not
yet given up hope of finding her alive. He and the other POWSs are supposed to e flown out to Rangoon and Tndia
buet he has put his name down to return to Smgapurr of Malsya to seek news and says he will refuse to be flown 1o
Trekiz until he has more definite nows of Jessie. He is still in the Orcatal I lotel on 11* September, when he writes
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home to his son, T'ony — having telegraphed prople in Singapore but seill having no news of Jessie.

After having been properly liberared on 30° August, Etic was moved to the Red Cross Hospital in Bangkok where he
was treated for his ameoebic dysentery from which Ie had becn suffering for three years, Ele wrote home from there on
17" Septembier, saying that he had been “qurfre 2" for about 2 week but was now getting better, cach day taking 30
pills along with an injection of emetine, an and-protozoan, to deal with his amochic dysentery! e describes the
hospital 2s being hile heaven and the That nurses as “kindness persenified”, along with a Scots Sister who has just
artived to lake charge of the ward,

T this letter, Exie is vety clear that as soon as he has had definite news about Jessie and is well enough, he will come
home: “Pre had coough of the Tropics.” He refused immediate evacuation to Tndia aend Ingland us he desperately
wanted to get down to Singapote in order to try to find any evidence of Jessie®s fate or whereahouts. When he did
finally artive in Singapore, he was very Forhanate toineet upr with an old family friend from St. John's Avenue in
Bridlington, Vincent Kelly, who was an officer in the Brtish lihcration forees. Kelby gave him the use of a car and also
provided all sorts of other invatuable pracrical assistance, along with access o relatively efficlent communications.
Wiiting hone to his sister from the 47" British (General $lospital in Singapore on 14% October 1945, Eric reports that
he has been pathering informaton from a number of former passengers on the *Giang Bee’ who survived and were
imptisoned in Palembang, Muntok and elsewhere and who had been browght back to Singapore for hospitalisaton
prior to being repatriated. Information came from a Dy, W.B. Haines, George W. Bluan and a Mr. Boswell who
had all been evacuees on the “Giang Bec,” Tr was confirmed that Jessie, Mis, Jo Cowgill and Mrs, W.A.C, Taines,
whao had 2l stayed topether since Seremban, were indecd all on the vessel and none had survived the sinking ot come
aghore in any of the Efeboats, From the aceouts of those present, it would appear that they were in the pori-side
lifehoat which had been damaged by splinters from a bomb attack by Japancse planes during the day on 13" February
and which had, as a result, then foundered after being launched,

Despite keeping his hopes alive for the three and a half years of captivity, with this almost 100% definite news Faic
then knew that Jessie had dicd back in February 1942 and he writes, “Onc of my geologists is now up-counizy but
£ have not yet contacred him. IFT find he fs trying to do salvage work for the Dopartment, 1 shall not re-visit
BG but will come suraight bome. I dog’t want to sce BG again?” The wheels of government burcancracy grind
ever 50 slowly and it was not until 11" March 1946 that the Colonial Office wrote to state that it was “officially
recotded™ that Jessie had dicd at sea as 2 result of the sinldng of the “Glang Bee.’

Esic suiled fron: Singapore on about 20° October on the *5.8. Ranchi® and retarned to Tingland via Colombo and the
Suez Canal, artiving into Southampton on 20% November, from where he ook the train to Watetoo, where he was et
by his daughter, Betty, who tecalled thas she did not recognise him af first, so small and shronken had he become and
we:u:mg a huge overcoat fay too big for him, bur with 4 hunincus and beatific smile. Eric then teturned to the family
hotne in Bridlingron, fortunately just in ime fo see his mother once again, who died a formight later on B" December
1945, aged 83

His physical recuperation took some fime bat with only grown-up childicn zhd a0 wife with whotn to enjoy retirement,
he eventually decided to return to work, The Celonial Office had offered him the oppottunity to take up the position
of Director of the Geologieal Survey in Malaya once again but, for obvious reasons, that was not something he wished
to do. Instead, he took up the position of Deputy Director at the Directorate of Colonial Geological Services in
London, contnlling Geological Surveying work throughout the Hmpire,

This department was housed within the Imperial Tnstitute in South Kensington, which building was demolished in
1957, apart from the Queen’s Tower which now sits within the grounds of Imperial College on Itnperial College Road.
From 1954 to 1957, he also served on the Council of the Geological Society, of which he had been made a Fellow way
Braek iy 19323,

Fric: was awarded the OBE in the New Year's Honours List of Jamary 1935 and then, after ten years in post, he finally
retired on 31* March 1957 at the age of 67, Owr family archives contain the letter of appreciation from Alan Lennox
Boyd, Secretary of State in office when Malaya was granted ies independence five months later on 317 August 1957,
Eric then redred back to the fanily home in St John's Avenue, Bridlington, whetre he enjoyed a relatively long
retirernent in the company of his two sisters and one hrother, all unmurried, and being a loving and much loved
grandfather for his eight grandchildien. {Ie died at the age of 88 and is buried in the {amily grave in the Priory
Churchyard in Bridlington, where the headstone commetnorates his beloved Jessie, along with his parents and all seven
of his sibalings,
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H M nd GLADYS ISABEL PA i War Two contd.
By kind permission of their granddaughter Judy Barradell-Smith
fficial List of Internees i I
PAGE Dr. H.). [Harold James] CMG., MBE., OBE., B.5c., FISP b.1890. Director, Rubber Research Institute
KL. Director of ARP Selangor Jan 1941. Swam to Pom Pong Island after "Tien Kwang® sinking. Interned at
Padang then Bankinang Men's Camp. Sumatra internee. 1952: Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture,
Trinidad. Retired to Woking. Wife Gladys Isabel nee Shepperd

PADANG

It appears from the various accounts that a number of those escaping Pom Pong did succeed in making their
way across mainland Sumatra to Padang in the hope they could get away from there. Indeed, some did, but
not Harold Page. He appears to have been one of the many captured when Padang was overrun by the
Japanese on St. Patrick’s Day (17" March 1942) and was held captive there for several months at least and
probably until October 1943. The conditions were very harsh and food scarce but despite this, it was not
nearly as bad as in other places as it had never been intended as a POW camp. There is anecdotal evidence
that civilian captives were treated a little better than the soldiers. However, for most there was only one
meagre cup of rice fed to them per day. Some have estimated the calories from this one meal as being
between 300 and 500 K per day. I have no evidence whether anyone at this camp was made to work on a
number of projects. There were still many deaths from disease and malnutrition. It appears that some of
those held in Padang were moved away from here to other camps. Harold was taken to Bankinang Men's
Camp and probably not moved from Padang until October 1943.

Eye-Witness account of capture in Padang on 17" March 1942, and movement of internees.
Prisoners at Padang were engaged on heavy tasks such as road cutting, railway laying and bridge building.
Their quarters were crude huts, and a nearby stream had to serve for the double purpose of ablution and
sanitation. During this period, the ration of rice was reduced to 250 grammes daily for each man, and to a
mere 100 grammes for those who were unable to work through sickness. Prisoners were able to barter with
the natives for extra food, but as in other camps this entaifed the risk of severe disciplinary action on the part
of the Japanese guards. From here most of the prisoners were moved in late 1944 to another working camp
in central Sumatra, where they were engaged on similar work constructing communications to a coal mine.
Those who became too sick to work were eventually transported to a base camp at Pekan Baru.

Civilians interned on Sumatra were not much better off. The women and children remained for 18 months in
the area of disused houses in Palembang which had been allocated to all the internees on their arrival there.
During this period the men had to build for themselves a separate camp of bamboo and attap huts, and their
transfer to this new camp at Palembang eased the overcrowding in what then became the camp for women
and children. The men, however, were again transferred, this time to Banka Island, and in September 1943
the women and children were all moved into the men’s bamboo camp. Here, leaking huts, mud floors, trench
latrines and drawing water from wells made life for the interned women and children one of great hardship.
Finally, in Septernber 1944, the women were also transported to Muntok, on Banka Island. Rations here
became worse than they had been on Sumatra, and lack of medicaments made it almost impossible to
combat malaria. The death rate rose alarmingly and the hospital became filled with sick and dying women
and children. In April 1944, the Japanese authorities moved the whole camp back to Sumatra.

See the full account on: httn://nzetc. victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-WH2Pris-N94289. htm|

In October 1942, European men and boys, who earlier had been interned in the prison in Padang, were
brought to a newly built men's prison camp near Bankinang, around 70 km. west of Pekan Baru on the way to
Bukittinggi. On the site there was a rubber factory. The women and children followed in December 1943 to
Bankinang, where they were housed in newly built sheds around 3 km. west of the rubber factory. By the
end of 1944, there were nearly 3,200 civilians interned in these two camps. In 1945 alone approximately
140 people died from disease and exhaustion. The Japanese surrender was announced on 22" August 1945,
Internees were gradually shipped out in the weeks following that surrender.

According to the official POW record card for Harold Page, he was moved to the men’s camp at Bankinang
from Padang (no date given). We should assume from the above report that it was probably about October
1943, The following eye witness account by one of the women internees in Bankinang suggests that the
women and children were not transferred from Padang to Bankinang until December 1943.

Eye Witness account by one of the internees in the women's camp at Bankinang.
There were 2 Japanese concentration camps in Bankinang, one for men and one camp for women with

chifdren up to 12 years.
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The close by village is about 250 km. north-east from Padang and the camps were located in the middle of a
jungle of rubber trees. The men’s and women’s camps were about 2km. apart from each other.

The wornen’s camp was newly built specially to keep people as prisoners and consisted of 4 large sheds 60 x
10 metres and one small one 30 x 10 metres, The living places were located in 4 rows of two levels. The
there was also a small building serving as a hospital and two small sheds for storage. The camp was
enclosed with wood and barbed wire and on the corners were guard towers.

On 15" December 1943, my mother, her 4 children, a grandmother, a niece and other family members,
altogether about 2,300 adults and their children, were transported from Padang prison camp by train and
later by open trucks to this new Japanese prison.

And this lasted untif japan got hit with the atomic bombs and we were freed on 15" August 1945, All those
years we had suffered hunger and punishment from the Iapanese.

See also another account on: http://myindowerld.com/een-teenager-in-bankinand/

GOING HOME

= - — This photograph was taken on his release from civilian POW camp, in
Sumatra showing how much weight he had lost during his internment
time.
He was finally repatriated on board The Highland Monarch which came
from Hong Kong and picked up other internees in Singapore, arriving in
Southampton on 9" November 1945,

AFTER THE WAR

Despite their dreadful experiences, Harold and Gladys Page returned to
live in Malaya after the war. They returned to their house in Ampang
Road, Kuala Lumpur and discovered the kindness of their Malay
neighbours and past employees who had taken precious and personal
items out of their horme and hidden them from the occupying Japanese.
So, in the end they got back many of their bits and pieces from the home
they had abandoned when fleeing in January 1942. I have in my
possession a large Jardiniére which, according to my grandmother, was
broken during the time the house was occupied by the Japanese. When
they recovered the house and their possessions, Gladys had it mended
with large metal staples.

Harold and Gladys Page left Southampton for Singapore via Batavia,
Java, on board the Orange on 2™ August 1946.

PROPOSED VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM

The Malayan Volunteers Group has received an invitation to visit the recently redeveloped National Army Museum in
Chelsea. The letter read:

“Dear Sir/Madam,

After a three-year £23.75 million redevelopment, the National Army Museum in London re-opened to the public in March
2017,

The first year has been a resounding success and the National Army Museum remains focused on attracting new interest
groups and growing its audience.

We are keen to establish dialogue with the Malayan Volunteers Group and explore opportunities for a mutually beneficial
relationship.

In the first instance, we would be honoured to host you and your executive committee for a private tour.

Once you have spoken to your colleagues about this, please let me know some convenient dates and times.

| look forward to welcoming you to the National Army Museum.

Yours faithfully.

Jonathan suggests that we take a small group of members who would be interested in visiting this Museum in March
or April 2012 — on 2 weekday from about nogn.
If anyone is interested In this visit, please would you let Jonathan know as soon as possible so that we can liaise
with the Museum ahout dates.
This is the British Army’s central museum. It is adjacent to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea — home of the “Chelsea
Pensioners.”
Address: Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4HT. It has exhibits dating from the 1640s to the present day.
For those who may not wish to visit the Museum, but plan to accompany their “other half” to London, there is the
wonderful Chelsea Physic Garden almost next door — Ne: 66 Royal Hospital Road — which is well worth seeing.
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THE JAPANESE COMGUEST OF MALAYA — by MARK MORRISON

[Mark Morrison was an Auséralian Barrister-at-law, Advocste and Solicitor for the Straits Setilements and the
Federated Malay States working at 21, Raffles Chambers, Raffles Place, Singapore. He was evacusted on 13"
February 1342 on the Kedah. He was raportad fost af sea, but reached Ausiralia and wrate g full report on the faif of
Malaya.]

About the 4™ December 1941, R.A A F. reconnsissance planes, operating as far as South Hainan, reported that a huge
armada of Japarness fransports, supported by naval vessels, was moving southward, The convoy was apparently hostile as
the naval escort fired on the planes. When a report was made. no offensive action was, however, arderad. On Saturday the
8" December the R AAF. reported Japanese transports had rounded Cambodia Foint and were steaming into the Gulf of
Siam. Judging from the direction, the ships were proceeding sither for Malaya or Thalland, Efforts were made by
reconnaissance planes on Sunday to locate the fleet of transports but extreme weather conditions mitigated against any
successiul ohservation. The ships sighted steanving into the Guif of Siam were presumed to be part of the armada seen two
days earlier. On this basis and in the light of later averts it is probable that the remainder of the armada sighted on the 4th
December had in the meantime moved westward in the direction of the Philipgines.
According to U5 A naval correspondence dated as eatly as the 27" November 1941, it appeared to high state and naval
authorities in the United States of America that Japan would make an aggressive move within a few days and that the
number, aquipmsnt and arganisation of the Japanese naval task forces indicated an amphibicus expedition against the
Fhitippines, Thailand or the Krai Peninsular. If such information were possessed by high authorities in the United States it is
reasonable to infer that similar information had been received by the iImperial authorities. The report of the RAAF. read in
the light of suich information made the movements of the Japanese fleet of transports in the Gulf of Siam even more
menacing.
In tha early morning of Monday the 8" December, Japanese transports were observed along the coast near Khota Bhary, &
port in the N E. corner of Malaya, south of the Thailand border. Khota Bhiaru was connected by rait to Singapors and had an
impartant mititary aerodrome in its viciniy. War had not been declared between Great Britain and Japan and there appears io
have bean extrame indecision on the part of the British land forces as to whether they should fire on the transports or await
some offensive, overt action on the part of the Japanese. Aftack on the transports was delayed untit the Japanese sought to
land. The immediate beaches were defended by the Mysore and Hyderabad regiments. Landings were effected by means of
small barges, many of which came slong the Kelantan River. Thers apparently were no defences to the river and it had not
been mined. The beaches algo had not been mined. Suppartad by the fire from their warships, the enemy effected landings
ih thres pieces. The Colonel of the Hydarabad Regiment was kilied in the early stages of the altack. He was the only
Eurcpean Officer in the regiment. The intensity of the attack and the loss of the great contrelling influence of their Colonel
caused the Hyderabad to break and they left their positions. Immediately after landing, each Japanese soldier proceeded
onwards into the cover afforded by tress and undulaiions. By fanning out, the enemy infiltratad through the jungle and some
less primitive country over a wide area in the general direction of the aerodroma. The Japanese success it landing and the
tactics they adopted after landing forced the general retreat of the defending forces. The main forces retreated in the direction
of Kuala Krat. This town is about 45 miles SW. of Khota Bharu and is the terminus of the only road from the north along the
railway line.
The noise of the attack on the beaches aroused the R.AAF. at the aercdrome. Planes took off and attacked the transports
and barges. After offloading their men the transporis made off Linder the protection of their naval escort. Al the aerodrome
there were two fighters, one Blenhaim bomber, one Beaufort bombar and about ten Lockheed Huddsons, The Lockheed
Hudsons did excetient work a5 dive bombers. Many hits were observed on transports and barges.
Af first crack of dawn Japanese fighters cams over, They machine-gunned the asrodrome, spotted the landings and assisted
the fleat. If they had attacked the serodrome prior to the landing, they would probably have been able to destroy all the
R.A.A.F. machines on the ground. in the course of the day, they did destroy five machines on the ground. Two RAAF.
machines were lost in the air and alkout five got away to Kuantan.
in the afternoon, the generat position had become so desperate that it was decided to destroy the aerodrome at Khata Kharu.
Infiftrating troops were coming closer. Buildings were destroyed and as much equipment was dastroyed as poesible in the
short fime allowed, An attempt was made to render the agrodrome unusable.
The attack on Khota Bharu was the first overt act of aggression by the Japanese in Malaya. Khota Bharu had {slegraphic and
wireless communications with Singapore and other parts of Mataya. Khota Bahru was attacked 2t 1.15 a.m. Singapors was
attacked from thea air at 4.20 a.m. and Sungei Pattani in Kedah was attacked from the air at 7.156 a.m. Apparently both
Singapore and Sungsi Pattani at the time of the attack on their respective air bases, were ignorant of the Japanese invasicn.
Either information of the invasicn had not been received, or there had been an entire failure to communicate information 1o the
civil and mititary forces in these arsas. In Singapore, all the streets were Uit up and the responss of the anti-afreraft defences
was unsatisfactony.
The speedy Brilish defeat at Khota Bharu disciosed an unsatisfactory nadure of the local defences and their empicyment.
Thare was only ohg Indian Brigade in the North East which included the Dogras. There was no artillery other than mountain
guns. The British had no European troops in the area. The Japanese effected their initial success by frontal attack. The
frontal attacks were made in an area where an attack coldd have been anticipated. The British had not been without warnings
of possible invasion. The enemy did not have overwhalming numericat superiority and thay sustained heavy casuatties in
effecting their landings, reducing thair strength considerably. In the aftemoon of the same day, official reports were to the
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effect that the attack had been repulsed. The General Oficer Commanding announced in Singapore that the Japanese
froops that had landed were being mopped up. This erroneous information was probably due to local optimism at the
departure of the enemy transpors and the absence of any immediate reinforcements. The Japanese success was mainly
due to the origing! tactics employed by them sfter landing. With the exception of one regiment, the defence troops fought
gallantly. The local commanders were confronted with something new and unexpected and were unable to counter the
confusion caused.
It is justifiable to presums that the Pattani and Singgora asrcdromes in southern Thailand were in use by the enemy at the
fime of the invasion. The Japanese were in Pattani probably from the 15™ November 1941, On Thursday the 5" December an
aerizl photograph was taken ovar Pattani, and on development it showed fighters dispersed around the aercdrome. From the
15" Novernber, parsons leaving Thadland reported numercus Japanese “tourists” in the vicinity of these asrodromes. One
Chinese visitor to Paitani found on rising on the morning of tha 7" Dacember that the area was controlled by the Japanese.
He quickly escaped over the border into Kadah,
The tactics used by the Japaness fo overcome immediate opposition did not vary considerabiy throughout the campaign.
These tactics simed at causing confusion in the British ranks and forcing retreat. The Japanese rarely made frontal attacks.
Cih oceasions tanks were used to break through the British ines. Ganerally, however, the British retreated after infiltration
troops has penetrated their lines or threatened their flanks, Withdrawal was for the purpose of drawing up new defence lines
and maintaining communications.
The greater part of Malaya is coverad with jungle. The peninsular is roughly 450 miles from north to south widening in the
centre to about 200 miles. A chain of mountains which runs from the extremea north to Kuala Pilsh in the south, divides East
Mataya from West Malaya. A largs part of the area from the foot of the mountains to the sea is low lying and swampy.
Development in the tin industry and for the plantation of rubber, il palm and coconut has cleared large sreas, but most of this
developrment has been along the westem side of the peninsular and in the south. In the western and southern areas,
excellent roads had been constructed, most of thern being connected to the main N.S. road to Singapore. Along the east side
of the peninsular few roads had been constructed and there is no road running for any great distance from north o south. 1n
the centre of the peninsular there is a road connecting Kuantan on the east coast with Kuala Lumpur and other towns on the
west side of the peninsular, Towards the south, there is a road connecting Metsing on the east coast with Batu Pahat and
Muzr on the west coast.
The most important physical feature of the country, which should have presented itself for deep considsration to any strategist
for both offensive and defensive punoses, was the jungle. This jungle covers most of the country and is almost continucus
from the extreme north to Singapore. It varies in density, but all jungle gives perfect cover to anyone who has the hardiness
to penetrate it. To an onlocker, from & road running through it, most jungle presents a denss and impenetrable appearance,
On close contact, much of the vegstation striving for existence is found to be of slender variety. Except in swamp a pathway
can usually be cut between trees with a jarge knifs or machele at a slow walking pace. A geographical sense and knowledge
of the country should enable ary hardy person with sufficient supplies to traverse the whoie country without fear of
observation. The ability to penetrate virgin jungle does not require any super gualities. The best training is actual
acquaintanceship. Experience should overcome most difficultiss. Ignorance may be a prolific source of discomfort and
danger. Most of the temmors are imaginary. Many of the difficuities have been considerably reduced through numerous
penetrations by gangs of men for survey forestry and mining purposes. ©On account of these penetrations, throughout Malaya
there are thousands of jungis paths leading from roads, rivers, mines and estates into the interior, which, although overgrown,
can easily be Incated.
Tha qualities of the inhabitants of a country must always be of considerable importance to a successful defence of the
country. Total war involves the whole population and the rescurces of the man-gpower require it to be irtefiectually
marshalled, organised, and directed o the support of the defence of the country and the defeat of the enemy. Of Malaya, it
can be said with truth that the really valuable resources of the man-power of the country were nor marshaled, crganised, or
directed to the defence of the country, but were entirely ignored untit the end was near.
The most impertant section of the community was the immigrant Chinese and their immediate descendents. Most of these
persons were niot British subjects, but they hated the Japanese with a hatred mare bitter than any possessed by a European,
These Chinese had a stake in the country and it was their class that had been mainty responsible for the development of the
country. They knew the country internally. They were in the country in their hundreds of thousands, industrialists,
shopkespars, miners, planters, forastry man, labourers, most of them being men of extraordinary industry and charactar,
Their lzaders clamoured for their employment in the direct defence of the country. Uniil the Japanese wears appraaching
Singapore there was no attempt made to use them. When it was tao late a small number received some hurried training,
were given arms and taken to their defence positions on Singapors Island. {n the face of this magnificent Chinase material,
the transport to Malaya in January 1942 of some tens of thousands of conscript troops, over equipped and not suitably
trained, was a senseless waste of man-power and shipping. These conscript troops may have been able to render an
excellent account of themselves if employed in European areas, but they were nof suited for Malayan conditions.
Mataya was @ country in which the various races, constituting the popuiation, lived on excellent terms with one another, and
with the administration. This was mainly due to the natural wealth of the country, iow taxation, the low cost of essential
requiremsnts, ahd the wide margin of freedom allowed to all inhabitants. Contentment does not lend strength fo character,
but it does provide motive to ensure the continuance of benefits enjoyed. The Malay had not the depth or the datermination
or the ability of the Chingse. Me was protected in his land tenure by law and was interested mostly in obtaining the simple
and natural pleasures of life with ths least amount of effort. The Indian also had not the character of the Chinese, and,
whether labowrer, clerk or professional man, he was not prepared for any great sacrifice except, perhaps, for India. Neither
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the Indian nor the Malay, was an ardent patriot, but both races were prepared to assist. Throughout Malaya, even in isolated
areas, thera was an entire absence of any ganeral pro-Jaganese sentimeant.
Eurcpeans did not go to Malaya with the intention of establishing a permanent home in the country. Mataya did not attract the
individualistic empire builder. Generally, the European was imporied for 2 dsfinite position under an agreement which
provided for regular long leave to his home couniry every three or four years. He was in general, interssted only 1o the extent
necessary to enabie him to retire from the country after a petiod of yaars with an income sufficient to live in confort. District
Officers, surveyors, outstation planters, miners, and persons engaged in jungle produce came into more intimate touck with
the Asiatic races and undeveloped areas, but very few Europeans har any considerable knowledge of Malaya or its peoples.
The people of tha country were allowed very little say in the defence of Malaya which was regardad as heing the affair of the
Imperial authorities, the imported lzaders of the services, and the tocal Secretaty for Defence, whao was an officer in the
adminigtration. The General Officer Cornmanding Malaya was 2 member of the legislative Council. This Council contained =
rajority of official members and the General Officer Commanding was in & position to exercise considerable influence over
the deliberations of the members. Army, Naval and Ajr Foree leaders came to Malaya only for short terms and were
succeeded by other lsaders. Staffs and Imperial Regiments did not remain in Malays for long perieds, Malaya has never
anjoyad the benefit of a military leader trained for any long period in the particular requirements of the couniry.
The Straits Sattiements and mast of the Malay States, Federated and Unfederated, maintainad small volunieer
astablishments prior to the outbreak of war. Most volunteers were young office workers or planters and they received a
training simitar to a volurtaer in Graat Britain or the Dominions. In Singapore and other main centres, provision for Asiatic
volunteers was imited to one company for each race. In general, volunteering provided delightful recreation at government
expanse. In the Federated Malay States, a regular regiment of Malays, recruited from the villages throughout Mataya, was
maintained. Their raining was orthadex and not based on the peculiar requiremsants of Malayan terrain.
After the cutbreak of the European war, conscription was introduced into Malaya for British subjects of Zuropesn descent
under the age of forty years. By this provision the local forces were considerably augmented. Despite handicaps of training
and equipment, the locally recruited forces were keen. Their knowledge of the country and Orientals was far superior to that
of any other troops engaged in the country. Malay is the 'lingua franca’ of the country and most of the members of the local
forces had knowledge of this language. The Europeans were intslligent and accustomed to responsibility. if they had been
absorbed into Imperial units or attached in small numbers to British, Indian and Ausiralian regiments, their usefuiness would
have been considerably increased. During the whoie course of the campaign, they were rarely employed in direct operations
against the ensmy.
Civilian Malaya was not organised to withstand an invasion. With recognition of Japanese espionage, the general scheme
and measures for defence were kept secret, but all classes saw somsthing of the enormous expenditure on defance,
Mewspaper articies and official announcements rsinforced optimism and a feeling of security. The civil service was organised
for peace and not for war. For the purpose of peace and to prevent the svasion of law, administration reguired extreme
formality. YWhen the approach of the enemy necessitated quick decision, the civil service lacked the ability to decide quickly
and the organisation to carry out any decision expeditiously. Officials had not been trained or advised as {0 their duties in the
event of a successful invasion. In many districts, particularly in the north of Malaya, sl Eurcpean officials flad at the approach
of the enamy and deserted their posis and the Asiatic inhabitants in their districts. In some cases, however, they appear to
have been directed to do this by the military. Despite disslmilar circumstances, one is wont to compare tha conduct of officials
of much criticized Italy after the conquest of territory by the British. These officials, faithful ko their cbligations, handed over
the keys of their civil offices, coupled with an offer fo continue their Shvic duties.
Throughout the campaign, it was apparent that ihe Japanese had very fult knowiadge of the country and its fortifications and
even of the disposition of troops. The Japaness ook every advantags of opportunity in peacetime to obtain all information
necessary or useful for an invasion. Japanese fishing boats had for years been prominent in the fishing industry, and the
Japanese contacts with Malays engaged in the fishing indusky were numercus. Al towns and most villages throughout
Malaya had Japanese shops ssliing the cheap class of goods suitable for the requirements of the poorer pecple. In the Malay
State of Trengganu, one Japanese mine paid by way of export duty a substantial part of the State revenue. In the district in
which this mine was situated, most of the Malay government officials recsived secret monthly payments from the Japansse
mining company. n the Malsy States of Trengganu, Kelantan and Johore, there were mors Japaness than Evropean
residents and they were much more in touch with the peapte. Throughout Malays there was a high degree of corruption.
Corruption was particuiarly rife amongst subordinate government officisls and office assistants. Information was sasily
ghtainable at very small cost. Labour mostly used on forifications was Chinese.  Even amuangst the Chinese, the Japanese
had contacts by means of Formosans and secret followers of Wang Cheng Wei. For very small expenditurs under the system
prevailing in Malaya, the Jepanese, or any other nation, could have obtained complete information as to the disposition of
forces throughout the country and as to the exact position and nature of guns and forlifications.
Judging from the disposition of troops, the placing of fortifications, the equipment of the troops, the methods used for the
transport of supplies and the training of the troops, the plan for the defence of the peninsular against invasion was based on
the jungle operating as a natural barrier restricling an enemy’s main activities to the developed areas to the west and south
with roads leading to Singapore. The plan for the defence of Singapore, apparently, was based on the natural proteciion
afforded by the jungls on the peninsutar and the supposed adequacy of defence preparations sffected along some of the
swacoasts and in developed areas. Singapors was prapared against naval attack but not against attack from the mainland.
There was an entire absencs of fortifications along the Straits of Johore, but the sea entrances to these Straits from the east
and the west were welt pratected. 1t is also believed that many of the guns intended for defence against naval attack were so
placed that it was impossible to use them to fire upon enemy concentrations alung parts of the Straits of Johore.
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It is cormect that no lerge bodies of troops can operate in formations in jungle. N jungle is so dense that it cennot be
penetrated by smali bodies of men. The Japanese took advantage of the ability of small units to penetrate the jungle and
work their way around British positions. It followed that no defence fine flankead by jungle, even though additionally protected
by jungle patrots, could prevent small enemy units from warking their way arourd to the rear and causing confusion. it also
followed that when faced by & numerically superior force with increased jungle penetrations, retreat became inavitable i
commutications were to be maintained. 1t is sugnested that such retreat should not have left the enemy in undisturbed
possession of the areas occupiad and that the employment by the British of similar tactics against the Japanese using
persons with knowladge of the country would have considerably delayed the advance.
in the: latter part of December, the British formed a few commandos to operate against enemy lines of communications by way
of the jungle. Thess commandos were not self contained but oparated from the regular defence lines of the British, Fora
defensive force, the essence of successful irrequbar operations is the possession of secret and mobile bases within enémy
territory. The few commandos employed had to retreat when the defence lines, from which they aperated, retreated. This
handicap considerably reduced their utility in operations and also prevented their smployment in any area distant from their
defence knes.
Whether or not the British commander and mifitary experts ware able to appreciate the offensive and defensive value of the
jungle, there is no dout that original thought was not necessary for such appreciation. General Von Clausewitz, the great
German military scientist, about 100 years before the invention of the sub-machine gun, wrote as follows:
“DEFENCE OF FORESTS. But impassable forests, that as such as can only be fraversed on certain roads, afford
advantages i an indinect defence similar fo those which the defence derives from mountains for bringing on a batile under
favaurable circumstances, The anmy can await the enemy behind the wood in & more or fess concemrated pasition with &
wigw It falling on him the moment he debouches from the road defifes. Such a forest resembles a mountain in the effects
more than a river; for it affords, it is true, only ome very fong and difficult defite b it is in respect fo the relreat rather
advamtageous than othenwise, But a direct defence of forests, lef them be ever so graclicahle, Is & very hazardous plece of
work for even fhe thinnest chain of oufposts; for they are only imaginary barrers and no wood is so complately impassaliile
that it canniof ba peneirated in a hundred places by smalf detachments, and these in their relation o a chain of defensive
posts, may be likened to the first drops of water which ooze thraugh a roof and are soon folfowed by a general rush of water.
Much more important is the influence of great forests of every kind in connection with the arming of a nation: they are
undoubtedly the trus elsmant for such levies. I, therefore, the sirategic plan of defence can be so atranged thal the enemy's
curmmunicalions pass through great faresfs, then by that means ancther mighly lever is brought into use in support of the worn of defence.”
The analysis of this chapter, "Defence of Forasts” discloses a wisdom which could have been of great advantage, not anly to
the Imperial military exparts, but also to the civit administration in their respective preparations for defence.
General Yon Clausewitz has called ‘war' a chain of unforesesn events. Defence preparations in Malaya were for the
axpected without deep consideration of possibiliies. When the unexpected happened, the defence autharities were at a loss
and failed lamentably. After the campaign, statesmen in England endeavoured to explain sway the {ailure of the defencs by
the diversion of aircraft, equipment and other supplies to Russia and the Middle East. During the course of the campaign, in
explaining the military situation, Alr Marshalt Sir Brooks-Popham, who was at the time Gommander in Chief, Far East, stated
as follows:
“Those responsible for the alfotment of troops in ihe Far East had judged accurately the minimum necessary. They would not
be justified in sending equipment fo Malaya when i was siilf urgently needsd where fighting already was laking place.”
Akter calamities and reverses, explanations are often required and excuses are often made. It is an impottant quastion for
consideration whether the Frime Minister and his cabinst were, in fact, largely respongible for the inadequacy of Malayan
defences or whether their military experts in Malaya, despiie the clear weaknesses in the numbers of aircraft, still believed in
the adeguacy of the defences prior to the invasion.
On the day that Japan launched her offensive, an 'order of the day' was issued by Air Marshall Sir Robert Brooke-Popham
and Vice Admiral Sir Geoffrey Layton. H read as foliows:
"japan's actions to-tay gives the signaf for the Empire Navy, Army and Air Forees and for ihe Forces of the Affies to go info
achon with & commeon aim and commaon ideals.
We are ready; we have had plenty of warning and our preparations have been made and fested.
We do not forget af this moment, the years of patience and forhearance. We have horme with digitify and discipline the pefly
instits and insolences inflicted on us by Ihe Japanese i the Far Easl. We know that those things were only done becauss
Japan thought she cowld take advantage of our supposed weakness. Now when Japan herself has decided fa put the malter
to a sterner fest, sho will find thal she has made a grievous mistake. We are confident. Our defernices are strong and our
weapons efficient. Whatever our race and whether we are in our native lands or have come fram thousands of mifes away,
we have one aim and one only; it is io defend these shiores, to destroy such of olr enemias as may set foof on our soif and
then finally to end the power of our enemy fo endanger our ideals, our POSSBSSIoNS and Gl peace.
What of the enemy? We see befors us Japan drained for vears by the exhausiing claims of her wanton onslaught on China.
We see Japan whaose trads and industry have been so disfocated by these years of reckless adventure that in a mood of
desperation hier government has plunged her info war under the delusion that by stabbing a friendly nafion in the back she
can gain her needs. L ef her look at ltaly and what has happened since that natfon tried a similar ase action.
Lot us remermber thal we here in fhe Far East form part of the greaf campaign for the preservation in the world of truih and
Justice and freedom. Confidence, resciution, enferprise and devolion to the cause must and will ingpire every one of 15 in the
fighting services, white from the civilian population, Malay, Chinese or Indian we expect that palience, endurance and serenity
which is the great virfue of the East and which will go far fo assist the fighting men to gain 3 final and complete victory.”
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Criticisrn has been directed against the military compstence of the two gentlemen who signed the above order of the 8"
Pecember but neither their veracity not their honesty has ever been impugned. A successfully defended Singapore must
have been an important consideration in any planning by the Dutch and Americans. Military manoeyvres were not unknown
in Mataya, and as late 53 1938 very full fizld exercises had been carded out to practice defence measures against an enemy
advancing south from Mersing iowards the Naval Base by way of Khota Tinggh,  The order of the day expresses what was
aenersily belisvad throvahouf the Empire, in the Duich East indies and in America. This order of the day expresses the views
of the highast military authorities in Malaya as to the adequacy of Matayan defences and the weakness of the enemy, Sir
Robert Brooke-Fopham, as Commander in Chief, Far East, was in contact with all defence departments, including
Intefligence, and was in a position to obtain information from all official scurces. The contents of the order of the day couid
have no misleading effect on the enemy and was not required by the puihe iy Malaya to strengthen morale. The arder was
izsued after the atteck on Morthern Malaya when it was clear that the defences of the peninsular would be tested. It is difficult
to come to any conclusion other than that the defencs heads expressed the views they, in fact, held as to the strength of
halayan defences and the inadequacy of the snemy's resources, [To bhe continzed]

AN INTERVIEW WITH ME. LTAURENCE CHARLES HURNDELYL RNZN (Retd)
in February 1995, at his home in Canterbury, New Zealand
{With acknowledgement o Laurence Hurndell's family and to the Neww Zealand Navy who hold
this interview in their archives.]

" was horn in Carterton, New Zealand on the 19'h September 1522, T was working in Wellington in early 1041 when I saw all
my friends joining ug wilh the Services. I had an inkling for the Navy and so T applied to join the Navy. @was subsequently
accepted into the New Zealand Division of the Royal Navy and I entered HMS Poamaki on the 15™ May 1941, We did thres
memnths training belore being posted. 'The posting was delayed because of difficilties with transport and generat war
conditions, and I was on a menth’s final Teave, Hinafly in September, we received a posting and we weren’{ told where we were
going but we had to be in Wellington on a certain date in September 1941, where we were drafted onto the Dutch ship Johan
Van (Hdenbarrnvell which was carrying troops to the Middles East. There was a groug of 50 naval personnel, of which I
was one of those, and we salled to Fremantls in Western Australia, In Fremamntle, WA, we were tratsferred to another Duteh
ship called the Syhifeelk which then took us to Singapore, and we were it the Stngapore Naval Base in the Royal Navy for
several weeks under training before T was drafied to a ship.

Laurte, just stepping back a bit, you have arrived in Singapore, tell me ahout your jeining the Navy initiafly.

1 think you recall thrce blokes quite well, just remind us of those?

We were workmales together, There was a guy called Ian Gray, another fellow called Ivan Friend and another one callad
Boh Melville. Gray, Melville and T joined the Navy together and were in Tamaki together, Tam not sure what happened
to Melville. [1ihink he was drafted to 8 coastal vessel, Fam Gray was drafied to the Leander. Ivan Friend came in mueh
later and T am not sure what his first ship was, but he finished up in HMNZS Gmnbia. They were not Prisoners of War. Lan
Gray was badly wounded when Leander was slruck by a Jap torpede up in the Pacific. Tan Goray is stili alive and is living in
Chrigichireh here. Ivan Friend is still afive and is lving in Lower Hutt. As for Bob Melville I have no idea, L have lost
track of him.

You were telling me 3 moment ago about the hat draw on Motuihe Island when you were under training.

Tel me about that in terms of your selection?

Well, we were called to the ;ym one night and the news was they were making the drew tor drafts overseas. It was a hat draw 1
can remember, by the Commander, Cotnmander Dennistonn, and all the names were put in the bat and they drew out one
tdraft afler anolher. Alot of my friends that I made in FMS Torraki on Motoihe Island were drafied to India. We didn}
know at that time that they finishad up in Colombo. I was in a draft that was destined for Singapore and I was asked to change
bt [ decided against that becanse one never knew what would happen. I had made the draft and I said, T will stick fo it," and
f finighed 1p a Prisoner of War,

Back to Singaporc, you were telling us thal you were training as an Able Seaman and some of you in the
group were teained as Waikers, is that so?

Well there were Waiters and Cooks in the dvaft with as, most of us were Seamen and we wenl through a training period in
Singapore in HMS Sultan, as it was then, and we passed out as Able Seamen and then we were drafted to ships, Twas
drafted to Grusshopper, a Dragonily Class River Gunboat and a minefield patre] vessel that used to patrol the minefields.

What size was she, do vou recall Lanrie?
1 ean't recall the tonnage and I can’t recall the displacement she had, About 45 European crew including 4 officers and the
rest wera Malay seamen, about 8¢ personnel all told.

About your dutics as a nanefield patrol vessel, 1efl us about that, your shipboard life?
Shiplmard Tife was pretty hoving before the Japs came into the war, ILivas a matter of patrolling the minefields and keeping
shipping off the mineflelils, Walch-keeping and duing non watch-keeping we had ordinacy shipbhoard duties. We slept in
hammoclks, it was built for hisnmocks not bunlks.

17.



You were in the to’csle?
T'wag it the To'csle. The food aboard that ship was superb because we paid exira inlo mess (unds and were able to employ a
Chinese coolk whe dished up some of the finest licker § have ever had.

The next big incident I imagine was the date of Pearl Harbour, December "417

That's right. We didn't know anything about Pearl Harbour at that particular point. That night we were on patrol and two or
threc of us were leaning over the guard rail watching and yon could see Singapore in the distance and the lights, We heard the
suund of aireraft and saw what we nsed to call the “flaming onions,” which were shells going up. Somebody remarked, “4h, s
aff for real towight, 1€ st be o folly good proctice.” It wasn't until next morning that the Captain deared the lower deck and
sald, “We are at war with Japan. Pear] Horbour has been bombed and the raid fast night was the first raid on Singapore by
the Jupanese Nawvy.”

Your duties changed at that point, Laurie?

Yes, the first thing we had to do was round up Japanese fishing boats which were figshing there. It was suggested then, and 1
have no doubt it was true, that they wers spying. We rounded them up and deposited them at Chang: Wharl where Lhe local
police took chavge. 1t was a maiter of keeping ships off the niinefields, We had two submarine alarms and on Bexing morning
1941, we engaged in a submarite altack. 1 had just come off watch. Iremember this quite well, as | had just got down to the
mess deck when action stations sounded. Apparently, the chappy who relieved me on the top watch on ookl duty had
spotted two torpedoss on our starboard bow. The First Lieutenant was on duly and he immediatcly turned the ship towards
the torpedoes and they disappesred down the side. All hell was let loose then when the Skipper decided that he was going to
make a submarine attack. It was standby depth charges.

Were depth charges carried?

Yes, and we had depth charges on the after part of the ship and the vontroller released those charges off the stern. We had
port and starboard throwers as welk. The Skipper made the attack at a slow speed and when the depth charges went off they
fifted the ship’s stern about & feet out of fhe water. My action station was the Trunsmitting Stalion and [ had just arrived there
when [ was knocked complately over with the movement of the ship. T think ! hit my head and was uneenscious for a couple of
minutes, but I remenber coming to and there was dead silence. Then T heard, tinkts, linkte, of little nuts and bolts falling off
bulkheads, The ship was in darkness because the geperator had heen damaged but that was pretty quickly repaived, The
Captain said, “Standby Muching Guaners,” and one of my duties was the starhoard twin Lewis. He said, “We are not fulong
iy prisoners.” He was a tough old boy Commander Hoffman, the Cormmander of the ship.

Royal Navy?
Yes, Roval Navy. We stooged around there with the searchlight on and we found a bit of clothing which came up, that was att.

It was & sucecssful attack?
Well we thought il was a suceesstul attack on a two man submaring and that was in the shallows of our Singapore patrol. The
next morning we were relieved, we had to go into dry dock for repairs.

k took you to Christroas no doubt. In the New Year you were saying things hotted up?

Things hotted up in more ways than one and, of cairse, with that submarine attack, the rivets had popped and the plates on
the ships side had sprung and we were floating in & bit of water and so we had to go into dry dock for repairs. We were in dry
dock in the Singapurs Naval Base, the hig Naval Dock there. We were watch aboard, and off watch we were bilieted up at the
Naval Bage. The Japanesc had decided to borb ug and, of course, they were bombing Seleter Air Foree base as well further up
the road. I remermber this day in particular — we were watch aboard and s gaggle of 27 bombers came over and everyone
Lthought they were heading for Seleter, nntil we heard the whistle of bombs coming down,  What coidd you do in dry dock
except flatten yourself on the deck. They missed us hut a stick of bombs hit the Naval Base and particularly the galley and the
Generel Mess and there were quite a large number of casualties. When we went ashove for dinner that night we had corned
beaf sandwiches, a standby in the Navy.

Your repairs were completed in the dry dock. Can you tell us what happened from there?

We were towed to Keppel Harbour, but in the meantime we had Lo de-ammunition ship. We were tuking the four inch fixed
ammunition shells, four in box, to the Naval Base Ammunition Depot, when the Japanese bombers came over. They spotted
us and, of comse, dropped their bombs and they exploded all aronnd s but there were no castalties. Forlunately, 1 dived into
a ditch, Afler that we had to re-ammunition ship and so we took them all back by road to Kepped Harbour. It was chaotic at
that stage. We didn't really know where we were. They hadn't brought the ship around. "Fhat's right, we slept abeard the
Pinguoo which was an old awaliary vessel. T remember her — she was a cargo vesse] with depih charges, an armed merchant
sindliary. Eventually the ship tied up in Keppel Harbour to re-ammunition and we had all these shells stuck on a dumn trock
and a0 we took the shells out of the cases and manhandled them down to the magazine. 1t was a tricky business because air
raid sirens were going all the fime, and it was pretty chactic those days al (hat stage. However, we got the job dong, and
marine engineers eventually refitted us with our rudders. We had damaged our rudders in the depth charge attack and when
the marine engineers fixed those up we were molsile again. During that time of course, those troop ships were coming in with
British troops on and the Japs bombed them with no air opposition st all,
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You mean ajrerail opposition?
Yes, there was no allied airctafl opposition to tha Japs. They were just dive bombing. T can still hear those damn sereaming
£Lr0s.

The frequency of the raids....7

The frequency of the raids increased and they were every hour or two because they had captured Malayan Airfields and they
#1860 had, 1 suppase, their aircraft carriers standing off the coast, Things were pretty chaotic and as there was no air
opposition, they just bombed everylhing. By that time we had been repaired wnd we were on patrol again. We were standing
by tor take off survivors from Singapore.

You realised the end was inevilahle?

Yeu, we did and the Captain said, “Standby, we are going i o Loke off survivors,”

in the meantime, we had heen mucking around re-ammunitioning ship. There was plenty of work to do. We got these
survivors off the British troop ships, the Empress of Japaon and the Empiress of Russia. T my memory serves me right
those were the Lwo main ships. We eventually stood hy to rescue survivors and Singapore felf an the 15 February 1942, We
were told to go back and take off survivors, we were standing off the city and it was terrible, the five. Singapore at night was
just a red fire. We were standing off, T suppose, 2hout 5-6 miles out and we could see the dive horabers just machine gunning
and dive bombing atound the city. There was no air oppesition at all and it was just chaotic. The fires were burning and &1
the oif tanks were burning snd Singapore was a massive glow at night. We had to standby and we finally went in about 11 p.m.
on Lhe night of the 12% to Clifford Pier to take out the last of the survivers. The Japanese by that time were just down the road
about half a mile away.

We were subjected to a mortar attack, and mortar shells were exploding all around us, but funnily enough not one hit us.
Whether iLwas our good tuck or poor aiming by the Japs, 1 never know.

That must have been a deamatic night. This Is the night before Singapore fell?

The night before Singapore tell, we were ordered in slongside Clifford Pler to take off the women and children, civilians and all
odds and sods with some Army personnel and we had 10 Japanese prisoners tao, wha were marched onto the ship - Air Force
personnel that had been shot down, I believe they were, They were later shot by the Dutch. We took off all these people and
the mess decks were just jam packed and the Captain said, “That'’s enough, af midnight we are off.” We set sail at midnight
forJava, “that was our destination, but we didn'L get that far.

Tell us what happened when dawn brole the next morming?
Tawn hroke the next morning and we were at sea and Lhere was a motor launch with s, We were in convoy. There was HMS
Grasshopper, my ship, and HMS Dragonfly, her sister ship and Lhis motor launch in convay.

Just the three vessels?

Three vessels and we were all crowded] with hemanity. A Japancse reconnaissance plane came over about o o'clock and at 11
o'clock that morning the bombing started and 127 plates bombed us. They came from all peints of the eompass. There was
no cscape. The Dragonfly was hit and she senk in 3 miputes and ook most of the crew and other personnel with her. We
were hit in the middle of the ship #nd rapidly eaught fire, and were burning fiercely within minutes.

A direct hit?
A direct hit, ves. The captain was beantiful. He was trying to dodge the falling of the bombs and, as I told you previously, the
old Grasshopper could Lurn on a threepence picee. But eventually, Lhey got us and it blew the middle out of us.

Is that right?
Yes.

Where were you standing at the tme?

We were ordered on to the mess decks, and because of shrapnel we weren’t allowed on the upper deck, only the watch-
keepers, and we were waiting to go on watch when the homb hit. It came through the Petty Officer’s Mess and exploded on
our mess deck. Only three of us got out of it. Onc guy, who was so badly wounded, died eventually just after we werte captured
and another guy, who survived the war, Jives in England somewhere, if ke is still alive. Myself, I was badly wounded in the
hips.

Did the ship sink?

No, the Captain heached her because we were ablaze and we wanted to get these people off, but for all intents and pinposes we
were sunk, and I found I couldn’t walk, Somebody threw me into the water and the Japs came dewn machine gunning us and
as they went away, the rear gnnner would have a go. They killed 2 hell of a {ot of people in the water. That was an awesome
day, a terriblc day.

There were civilians, of eourse, with you?

Yes, we lost most of the civilians and we lost most of the children. They were killed on the mess deck. They were all sheltering

duwn thare, you see, and the bomb exploded on the mess deck and all hell was let Joose. Tmanaged 1o get ashore somehow on
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um nninhabited island, in one of those little archipelagoes.

Were there others with you when you eame ashore?
Yes, there were a few of them with us. | dor’t remember a hell of a lof becanse I floated in and ot of consciousness,

You were pretty hadly knocked about, as you say, in the hips?

Yes, I got shrapnel in the hips. Twashleeding and lost alot of blood. I was pretty sick for a white. They gave ma soma
morphine. I don't knew where it came from, but there was a medieal orderly somewhere. He had oral morphine. He said,
gwallow this, and [ lost the pain. I remember being placed on nalive matting and being put under a native house or hut on
poles while waiting to be evaciated. With me was a British matelot named WAlf Fauley, who was rescued from HMS
Dragonfly, very badly bumed about the back, hands and face. Also there was a Malay seaman, who had one foot blown off.
I pever kiew whal happened to the Malay scaman, but I remember Fauley {or Farely) tefling me that his back was itching
madly. We were lying together on this matting. 1 told him to sit up if he conld, which he managed 1o do. ['was horror struck,
a% hiz back was a secthing mass of live maggots, which I proceeded to scrape off and feed to the native hens pecking around
our feet. T remermber Lhat incident very cleariy. I don't remember how long we were ander this hut, probably only for a few
hours. We were both under oral morphine at the time. I remember being on a carley float. Some are dim metories now. We
eventually finished np on an island called Singkep and T was transported to a native hospital on Singkep Istand whers there
wag a Dutch tin mine and a native hospital.

You were rescued by whom, as | presume you couldn’t walk?

1 couldn’t walk, 50 I was carvied by some of the Malay seamen from DragonfTy who had gol ashore on the same island.
Thers were guite a lot of them Kiled in the water. I remember gelting into this hespital and I was placed on bed boards and T
was floating in and out of eonseiousness and I bled quite a lot. They bandaged me up somehow and I had on something like a
great napkin. Somebody had pinched my sandals and somebody had pinched my shirt 25 many people had got ashore with
nothing, | remember 1 still had my life-jacket, it was one of those rubher Mae West ones and I remember getting ashore with
it and into this hospital with it. [ have vivid memories of the next day when a rative orderly eame around with a probe with
which he probed my wounds trying to find this shrapnel. He didn't find it bust, of course, the probe hadn’t been sterilized and
the wound turned seplic. What a hell of a mess it was unti] a British doclor arrived, Doetor Kirlovood, with two Nursing
Sisters and he said, “F am going to operate on you.” He told me afterwards what he did. He had some anaesthetic which they
gave me in the hospital. Fe said, *7 had fo probe with my fingers in your wound. Do you know that gou are very fucky you
ave stitl o man® 1 said, “Ts that so?" He said, “Shrapnel went in right fo your cruteh.” He said, T it had gone in much
Sfurther it would frave taken everything.” That is quite ineredible really. After that Twas a bloody mess and they had some
disinfectanl which they used, and after a while the wound healed up. [ =till have numbness in my creteh even to this day.

Dvid that doctor do a good job?

Oh, he did a good job alvight. [ shall never torget him — a very fall Scotsman with a large black beard. He died a {ew years ago
ir hiz native Seotland.

We were in thiz hoapital for about six weeks. I remember a little Ceyionese murse making me a pair of critches out of four
walking sticks so that T could walk, and [ eventually walked around. Food was very scarce and we were hungry all the time.
There were a couple of naval officers in there with me. One had had his anlde blown vut. He was quile a mess and they took a
great bolt head out of his ankle and there were all sorts of people in theve. There were guys who had had their feet off and tegs
off. There was this Indian soldier called David Singh and he seemed to have money a¢ he would order fruit and stuff like
that. He woild keep half for himself and issue the rest around for all. We would get a banana oceasionally, He was a great
guy. He had part of his leg Blown ofl.

How interesting and he had montey you say?

lie had money, but where he got it from, 1 doir't know. He used to send the orderly oul Lo bring in fruit, bananns and stuff like
that. He wasg a marvellous gny. I never knew what happened 1o him after we left the hospital. We were taken from the
hospital at night and put aboard a motor sampan to satl — we didn’t know wheare.

How many of vou, Lanrie?
‘There were two Nursing Sisters and four or five of us wounded people. We wers put in this hoat and we were at sea when
daylight came and  hadn’t a clue where we were, hut ohviously these Indonesian boat people knew where they were going.
Eventually land came into sight and it wag the mainland of Sumatra and we entered the mouth of the Indragini River and we
sailed up the river to a place called Tembilahan, a village on the mud flats. We wers billeted there for two nights. The first
night we couldn’l sleep because of the mosquitoes which were as hig as elephants. It was a screaming night, nobady got any
sleep. The next night they gave us mosguito nets and we got a decent nighi's steep, In the meantime, we had had no food and
ihese Iwo nuraing aisters cooked us bacon and eges. Where they got them from, I don’t know. They muost have bought thom
with some money they had. We had two eggs and a piece of hazon and in a Muslim country I don’t know where the hell bacon
came from. We also ate coconut flesh and drank boiled water. Then we left the next morning after the second night, on the
boat again, and we sailed up the river to a town calied Rengat on the upper reaches of the Indragiri River, and we were placed
in & native hospital and were thers for two days before the Faps arrived.
I'To he eontinued in October]
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CRITUARIES
REGINALD EDWIN LAWTHER. Born 26" November 1923, Died 187 July 2017,

Liz Moggie writes:

Reqginald Lawther was always known as my Uncle Reg.

MYWGE members who were present at the Luncheasn at the Singapore Cricket Club on
Tuesday, 14" February 2017 will be saddened to kearn that Uncls Rey died in
Singapore on Tuesday 18" July 2017. Uncle Reg was sccompanied to the lunch at
the SCC by his only child, Janlce, and his sisters, Betty, Elsie and Jean who had been
internad in the Sime Road Camp from eary 1945, (There was a report on the funch in
the special section entitled Commemoration Ceremonies which accompanied the
April 2017 edition of Apa Khabar)

Reg was bomn at Sungei Lembing, Pahang, where his father (of iong standing Durham
mining stock but recruited via Australia} was Mill Manager of the deepest tin ming it the
world, His mother was Hakda Chinese, originally from: Balitung {formerly Billiton) Island,
well known for its mining industry. Reg's father died in 1938, but his mother, who was
a kindly, astute wornan wel thought of in the community, had bought & piece of land
with & houses, and so the family stayed on at Sunget Lembing. When the Japaness
attacked in 1941, Reqg was just finishing his Senior Cambridge exams in Kuala Lipis, R
there being ne higher schadling available in Kuantan bafore the war, Feqirald Lawther in MPASA uniform
He travelied back to Sungei Lembing, and as his two older brothers were away working, decided to stay so that there was a
male to help look after his mother and six sisters.

As 1042 was nearing its end Reg, now aged 18 years, realised he was running the risk of being picked up by the Japanese
and pressed into assisting their war effort. His mother, who had kept in contact with the “peopie in the jungle” arranged for
him to join the 7™ Regiment of the Malayan People’s Anti-Japanase Army (MPAJA), the East Pahang Regiment. He spent the
rest of the war in the jungle, learnt Mandarin so he was able to take political instrugtion from the Commissar and thus be
aligitle for promotion in the Army, He snded the war as a Major, Second in Command of the 7 Regiment,

Uncle Reg was a charming rman with 2 deep Christian faith and a peaceful, serene outicok on life. | was priviteged on three
oceasions to interview him and hear his tales of deming-do and of survival in the jungle. He was a competent musician and
exceled in playing the ukulsle. When we had finished cur last session he said, “Let’s have a song, " produced his insttument
and sang. | had never heard the famous Communist song, “The East is Red” and askad Uncle Reg if he knew it. Without
hesitation, he proceeded {o accompany himself while singing in Mandarin.

My abiding memory of Uncle Reg is his cheerful, confident rendering of, “The East is Red” — truly something (o treasure.

It was a great honour to be able to join Uncle Reg’s family for his funeral service and cremation service at The Mandai
Crematonum in Singapora on 21" July 2017 In the Memorial Book | was able o express to the family condolences from
MVG members who had known him.

LACHLAN JOHN MACKINNON 1957 — 2018.

Wi were deeply saddened to hear of tha death of Lachian MacKinnen in March this year.
Lachlan had been a staunch member of the MYG for many years and his support was
much appreciated by us all. We send ouf sincere condolences to his wife, Laurie, and to his
immediate and extended family members,
Lachlan's brother, Charles, has taken over his MVG membership and wiites.
Lachie, as he was affectionately known, was the son of Lachlan MacKinron, who had been
a rubber planter with Jugra Land & Cargy Ltd., Carey Island, Port Swetienham. His father,
Frivate 13224, enlisted with the 2" Battalion, Federated Malay States Volunteer Force, and
was taken Prigoner of War in Singapors on 15" February 1942,
{ike his parents before him, Lachie was born and raised on the lsland of Tiree, on the west
coast of Scotland, to which his father returned in 1955 to take responsibility for the famity
farm following & further period of service on Garey Island. Young Lachie was educatec on
Tiree, Oban High School and Auchincruive Agricultural College, Ayr, where his father had
stugdied before him. Lachle studied Dairy Technclogy, Management, Health and Safety, and
qualified as a Master Cheese Maker. While at college he met Laurie, and they were married in 1982
Lachie's working life fed from Dundee, to Barnsley, to Cambridge and latterly to Carmarthenshire in Wales where he lived
and worked tirelessly for nearly 30 years.
A visit to Singapore following a family wedding in Australia brought about an introduction between Lachie and Janathan
{(Moffatt). Lachle valued Jonathan's advice, ensuring a meaningful visit for him and his family, visiting Changi Gaol and
other places. 1t was his hope that he and Laurie, his siblings and their spouses would visit Singapore and Malays to mark
what would have been their late father's 100™ birthday in 2018,
Cin his return from this significant and memorable trip, Lachie took the oppoertunity to familiarise himseif with the work of the
Malayan Volunteers Group and congidered it a privilege to be & member of it
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Lachie became quite unwell early in 2017, By June, a month afier his 80" birthday, Lachie was diagnossd with Mofor
Meurone Disease. Shortly after, it was pointed out to him that he had overlooksd his MVYG membership subscription and he
insisted that 7 be renewed. He bore this progressive iliness with much courage and dignity and died in March 2018,

tachie is survived by his wife, Laurle, three children, three grandchildran, three brothers, a sister and their families.

ANN TOMI ELFGREN 1940 - 2018

. The MVG sands sincere sympathies to the children and family of Ann Eifgran who sadly
. died in Apdl 2018, Ann jcined the MVYG relatively recently on her retum to the UK in 2014,

Her daughter, Sarah, and husband, Rod, have sent a copy of her Eulogy at her Funeral service:

Ann was bom 11" October 1940, in Penang, Malaya. It is a dafe that none of her family was
,good at remembering, and was the subject of much mirth! Ann was the only child of Joan
g snd Anthony Crosbie-HHl. The early months ware idyllic, but war meant loss and
sadness; her father dying at the fall of Singapore. Ann and Joan were svacuated to india
where the war years were spent.
in 1246, Joan remarried and the family returned to Mataya. Ann had a happy

Childhood and adored het stepfather, Eric. Af the age of iwelve, she flew to Switzerland
where sha spent & memuorable years at schoo!, with holidays being enjoyed with her
grandparents back in Surrey. Parting from her parents was difficult, but Ann had much
to enjoy, although not skiing! She never got the hang of it, wondering why anyone would
clamp 8ft. lengths of wood on boots o get about!

Thers was more sadness when her beloved Eric died; her “Poppy." Jean moved to
Australia whera Ann joined her in 1858,
B2 whola new chapter of life — a wonderful fiendship with Laurle, and then Ann met Rod, her

f darling man. They met whilst Rod was in his MG in Pinjarra one Easter, one thing led to
another and they were rarried in 1462,

They were, in manhy ways, different people, but it was a very speciel relationship that fasted 38
years. They were blessed with two children, Sarah and Trevor — the joy of their lives. So now
there were extended familizs, new friendships made and lfe was full,

Ann loved reading and also enjoyed classical music, theatre and family holidays, Rod introduced her to the beauty of the
Austratian lzandscape. She fearnt to drive too late in lifs, but never quite got the knack of it. She loved MG cars, though and
the farnily owned 2 in which they had a lot of pleasure.

Ann calied herself a Luddite, never quite coming to terms with technology. Travel was a real joy. In the UK alone, Rad and
Ann must have coverad 85 000 miles. This was Ann’s chance to show Rod that part of her life. Joan and later Sarah camea
to live in Engiand, YWhat better excuse to visitl
in 2014, Rod gave Ann her long-held dream and brought her back to live in England. & happy home in Dorset, new friends
and interests wers forged. Then iliness struck. But from Anin's point, what a great life it had been and how blessed she felt
To her husband, her family and her friends, Ann was a very special Jady. She had a wondsriul wamm and charitable nature
and was always smiling and laughing. She kept her family stimulated as they were growing L, teaching themn rew skills,
mentaring and introtducing them to new experiences. Shs was a dedicated home maker, devoted wife and an embracing and
caring mother. Ann was very intelligent, well read, a consummale dressmaker and enioyed cooking, being paricularly
accomplished at catering for parties and other large gatherings. Her mince pies and Chrisimas puddings were legendary.
She bore her illness with much coursge and was always apologetic for being poorly and putting others {o trouble. For all of
ug, it was a privilege to have known such a wonderful wife, mother and friend, and we pray she is now at peace.

-

WILL ALSOP. Born Jecember 1847, Dlod May 2018,

We send our heartfelt condolences to MYG member, Sheila Alsop, whose husband, W, died on 12" May 2018. They both
attended several MVYG lunches and a V-I Day service at the NMA,
WII had & distinguished carger as an architsct. He was considerad by some as a maverick smong British Architects for his
bold creations, such as the Stirling Prize-winning Peckham Library in south tondon. His xuberant designs abounded with
colour and odd angles more reminiscent of the late sixties and seventies Pop At He designed the futuristic Morih Greenwich
Underground Station, Urban Splash’s Chips in Manchester, the Blizzard Building - a medical research facility for Quesn Mary
Coliege, London — and then Sharp Centra in Toronto. In partnership with other archilects, he also designed buitdings far
major organisations in Eurape such as the Hotel du Departement in Marseilles, and the new ferry terminal in Hamburg. Butin
2004 he established his own business Alsop Architects, I 2011 he foundsd ail Design based in 2 canal side studio in
Hackney. At the ime of his death, he was actively involved with a series of projects in China, where his {ively imagination
appested o the new bread of nouveaux riches deveiopers. Some of his futuristic schemss were not realised, in particutar, the
canceliation of his astonishing “Faurth Grace" structurs, aptly described as “a diamond knuckle-duster” which had been
comimissioned to stand at the pierhead alongside the Liver, Cunard and Port of Liverpool buildings as the centerpiece of
Liverpoal's year as Europe’s capital of culture 2008, He was appointed OBE in 1899 and efected to the Royal Academy in
2000, A lover of fine wine and good food he was also a member of Chelsea Arts Club.
We axtend our sympathies to Sheila and to their two sons and a daughter.
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REAR-ADMIRAL SIR PETER ANSON, BT, Born July 1924 and died April 2018,

Rear-Admiral Anson was a prsoner of war of the Japanese who later became & leading figure in the British space-
communications industry. He joined HMS3 Prince of Wales as a midshipman in Juty 1841 after the Battle of the Denmark
Straits. Following Operation Halberd, the battleship retumed to Scapa Flow where the crew was issued with white uniform
before being sent out to the Far East. He was at action stations on the port battety on 10™ December 1941 when the ship
was sunk by Japaness aircraft. Cn the orders to abandon ship, he helped {0 rescue other survivors from the sea before being
sent to Colombae on survivors” leave. On New Year's Day 1942 he joined HMS Exeter which was sunk in the Second Battls
of the Java Sea in March 1842, He was picked up by a Japanase destroyer and spent 3% years as a POW in various camps
in the Dutch East Indias,

Postwar, he served in HMS Vanguard when she tock the Royal Family to South Africa. He chose to specialise as Signals
Officer and was promoted early to comimand Alest in the Far East, followed by a sefies of other commands and later posts in
communication satellites. After retiring from the Navy aged 50, he jvined GEC Marconi ending as UK Chairman, Other posts
in the spacs industry followad until he becamea High Sherff of Surrey and later Deputy Lisutsnant,

FORGOTTEN BOYS: BID T HOME
From an article by Didi Tang in Beijing,
which was reported in 'The Times’ and appeared in "The Australian’ on 8™ April 2018.
With thanks to Robert Gray

The horrific story of 1800 British Prisoners of War battened down into three cargo holds of a torpedoed
Japanese transpart ship is so tittle told that the dead are known by historians as the forgatien boys.

Some scrambled to freedom even as the lapanese guards shot at them. Many could not. In one hold,
hundreds lost their chance of survival when the only ladder snapped. Survivors recounted hearing the singing
of, "It's a Long Way to Tipperary”™ as the boat sank.

Mow a Chinese-American businessman is planning to bring the remains of the 828 who drowned in the
Lisbor Maru to the surface. Fang Li, 64, has embarked on & guest to find offspring and relatives of those
who went down with the 7,000-tonne vessel in 1942 in the Sast China Sea.

He wants to remember the dead and to know if there |s any support for the scoldiers’ remains to be retrieved.
"It's time Ehe hundreds of souls that have been detained for nearly 80 years went home,” Mr, Fang said,
"They spent the fast moments of their fives trying to break out, buf after so many years they remain
incarcerated. ”

A survivor of the atrocity has spoken against the plan, saying that the site should be left alone as a war
grave. Mr. Fang has been encouraged, though, after retatives of those on board contacted him and
expressed their wish that the rernalns be repatriated. Many of the victims dled too young to have had
children and have no direct descendents, so Mr. Fang s looking for great nephews or great nieces.

He first heard about the Lisbon Maru in 2013 when his studic, Laure! Films, was producing a film in the
eastern Chinese Archipelago of Zhoushan, Fishermen told him that a sunken Japanese boat from World War
2 was resting on the seabed off the istets.

Mr. Fang sald he had a keen interest in the war and was surprised that he had never heard about it. His
interest pigued, he studied the history of the Lisbon Marw. Tt was bransporting to labour camps in Japan,
British soldiers captured after the surrender of Hong Kong when a torpedo from a US submarine hit it on the
maraing of 15t October 1542, and the ship began to take on water.

To prevent a revolt, Japanese guards placed planks and a tarpaulin over the hatches of the holds but the
POWSs forced their way out and the guards opened fire. The bloodshed on the decks halted when Chinase
fishermen arrived and started pulling the men out of the water. One of the flshermen is still alive, now S4.
Mr. Fang commissioned underwater probes that captured images of the 149m vessel, He was "100 per cent”
convinced he had found the steel-hulled Lisbon Maru. After a chance encournter with the British scientist in
Berlin, Mr. Fang suggested the remains of the soldiars should be repatriated, consistent with the Chinese
belief the dead should always retum to their roots vpon death.

Dennis Morley, 37, belisved to be the last British surviver, however, spoke against the plan. “It's a war
grave and that should be left,” the private in the Roval Scots during the war, said last yvear,

M. Fang has since received # message fram a British woman whose grandfather, Montague Glister, was
lost on the Lisbon Maru. She sald her family would very much like to see the remains of her grandfather
returned.

Without consensus, Mr. Fang decided he should first reach out te more people and make a documentary to
honour the dead. The film crew arrived in Britain last week toc meet anyone who has knowledge about the
vickims.

“lWith onfy two eyewitnesseas left, we would lose the last opportunify tp tell thelr sfories and to remember
Fhern if we don't act now, " he said, "They at igast deserve a decent memorial,”
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MISSING IN BORNED
13351 Private Norman Valerntine Jackson SSVFEF
With thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA

A recent article in the Yorkshire Post newspaper supplement about the
Yarkshire landscape artist, Ashley Jackson, briefly informed that he
was barn in Penang in 1940, Having an interest in Fenang through
living there in the |ate 60s, counesy of the RAF., and knowing that
Ashley Jackson is from Yarkshire, | wanted to find out why he came
to be born in Malaya and if there was a possible "MYG" story, | wasn't
disappointed: a quick search on the internet produced information that
looked as if it might be of interest 10 the MVG and | subsequenty
contacted Rosemary (Fell) to this offect. Owr brief online discussion 7
provided & valuable clug in respect of his father, Norman Vaientine Murman Jnchaan

Jackson, a private in the 55VF, who was captured by the Japansse and initially incarcerated at Changi. The clue
provided by Rosemary was that he was a member of "E" Force sent out fram Changi to Barneo.

The Penang Period.

MNorman Jackson's family were long term expatriates eventually helding a position with Fraser & Neave Lid,,
probabily at their Penang branch, He martied Duicie Olga Scott. the daughter of Lisutenant and Mrs. Cecil Scott (of
Penang} on Gth January 1840 at the Church of the Assumptionin Penang Ashiey was born on 22nd Cctober that
sama year and evacuated with his mother to Singapore during December 1941, t0 be followed by a safe gvacuaiian
from Singapore to India.

It is most probable that Norman was called up for military service mid-1840 {Compulsory Service [Volunteer Force]
Ordinance 1940} as a Private with the 1st Battalion SSVF. He took part in the Battle of Singapore and became a POW
witen Singapore surrendered on 15th February, 1942,

The Changi Period

As a POW with a command of Malay, he would have baen an asset in being able to procure essantial iterms such as
medicines, fooad, ete., from outside the POW complex. On establishing Changi as a POMW area in February 1842, the
lJA decided that the newly captured prisoners of war would be respansible for enforcing discipline among
themselves, 1n overall command of the Brtish and Australian POVYs in 1942 was Lt Col. EB. Holmes of the
Manchaster Regiment with Lt. Col. Galleghan of the 2/30th Battalion AtF taking responsibility for the Australians,
Military discipline was strong but matters deteriorated when Lisutenant Takahashi was appointed camp
commandant and replaced these officers with Li. Col.. Themas Newey of the S5YF - an unpopular choice amang
officer POWs. One officer stated in a diary entry that Newey was ‘naf 2 memiber of the Brifish Army. but rather a
Vadunteer with the Singagpore (Straits) Settfements olunleer Force"and the fraged) /s that & Malay posirnan isin no
Position o judge and s oo pigheaded to seek advice.” As a civilian, Newey held a senior position in the Malay
Department of Pasts and Telegraphs and as a Volunteer commanded the 1st Battalion 35VFin 1842, Lt Col TH.
Mewey was very much in favour of the demoralizing practice of sentencing those who serfiously steppad out of line to
long periods of ‘salitany in the (POW) Correction Cells. Such was his harshness towards POW ‘'offenders’ that by July
1942 the Japanese Camp Cormmandant, recognistng such, removed him frorn his command.

Changi to Kuching,

"E" Foree, to which Private Norman Jackson was assigned, was destined for Borneo towards the end of March 1843
The POW work force of 500 Australian {destination Bornea) and 500 British {destination Kuching) embarked on the ex-
Dutch steamer 55 de Klerk Previously a cargo vessel, it was scuttied by the Dutch in 1942 and then salvaged by the

Japanese on the 28th November and renamed #nbarf Marw. The ship struck a mineg and sank off Labuan on 16th
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Septernbier 1944, Conditions on board the ship were, as with ail hallships, disgustingly unpleasant as described by an
Australian soldiar on the same journey. '‘Condiions on the ship the de Klark, were bloody awdfil Accammodation
was head (o (as, with thrae lavers hetween decks (One turned aver, evensbody had to do the same. We were aliowed
et deck fo use the todet faciities, over the stern and hanging onia a ropae”

O arrval at Kaching, the British POWSs disembarked far Batu Lintang Camp which housed a mixture of British, Brifish
Indhan Anmy, Metherfands East Indies milltary persannel and civilian interneess made up of British {including children)
and Dutch. Also, some Butch military and a small number of British =oldiers were sent to stay at a sub-camp near
rampong Batu Tujoh airfield to work on levilling and extending the runway o faciliiate transport aircraft. A number of
the Austratian party from the de Klerk remained behind in the Lintang camp haspilal whikst the rest continued the
journay to end up eventually at Sandakan. From ane of those Australians remaining behind at Lintang was the
following: However, due fo the foraging on Board the ship, a nurmnber of us suffered from diarmhosa and finished we in
the carmp hospital The cure was nething 1o aal for tiree days, then one spoariful of rce puddng, I iis managed o
sta) With you. o had two spoonfuls on the second aay, and ree on the third. However, any bowsel movement
diaing this tme brought you back to square one and a repeal performancs, After getting over this, [ went into the
OFfes camo with other Australians, Soors and Englisi We went out on wark parties, where there were ocoasiona!
belting and punishments. After going out on the work parties for about three months, Ratterning a Al of sand and
Aflirgy i a swarng, [ andg a few other O/Rs were ardared dp fo the officers’ camp a5 cooks and Baimen.”

Evidence of Morman Jackson baing in Kuching is shown by & cony of a POW card sent to his farnily sometime during
his imprisonment ... Unfortunately no date is cleady shown, nor any information on the real state of his health at thar
fime. A faded sentence written on the card reads Wany Happy Retuins ... Ist Sept. Send pictures. Love & Kisses.'
It is probable that e, with the other "E' Force British O/Rs from Changi, were irdtially intended o work an levelling and
extending the present airstrip, an important project for the Japanese, as they were losing too many transpart aircraft
an fanding. Other heavy work pay tasks throughout captivity included the repairing of the wharves at kuching......
and constructing a naw Tighter airstep,

As tirne went on shortage of food became a serious issue among both intermees and POWs leading to slow starvation.
Everyone was affected, but far the British O/Rs on the heavy manual details more so, leading 1o around six deaths a
day being ‘normal by mid-1245. Norman is one of the many POYWS of the Japanese without a known grave and a
copy of the Colonial Office Register of Deaths {31st July 1946} states: Presurned o have died in Japanese hAands,
with the date of death given as between 6.8.44 and 1086 45, If he died on a worl detail, or in the camyp, it is likely that
he was butied in the cemetery next to the camp and at the end of the war exhumed and taken to Labuan for reburiat
in & military cemetery. Alarge number of graves of prisoners from Baw Lintang were unidenitified, a substantial
number of camg records having been destroyed by the Japanese foliowing their surrender.

Hawever, in 2015 two tocal’ newspapers covering the story of Norman Jackson's ime as a POW of the lapanese
states that prisoners (at Labuan) were orderad to dig their own graves and were then shot  Allowing for maccuracies
in the papers, and there were many, H provides ancther posstbility as to how Norman may have died? Labuan camp
was opened in June 1944 and used for less than a year, Around August, some 125 British POWs, 70 Punabis and a
handful of Australians fram Batu Lintang arrived at the camp. Some two thirds of them died at Labuan duning the next
nirte months before the remainder were 'marched’ 10 Mid in March 1845, By June the remaining 40 survivors had
boon killed at Miri. The date of death, between 68 44 and 10,6, 45, from the records matches those given for the time
Labuan camp was in use. Perhaps his death was as descrbed i the papers?

13351 Private Norman Valentine Jackson, SSVF, is commemaorated on the Singapore Memoerial at Kranjt.
His son. Ashley Jagkson, now has the medals his father would have wormn if he had survived the war:
19389-45 Star, Pacilic Star and War Medal.
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“MEMORIES OF A MALACCAN."

By Audrey Lim Swee Peck. Costc. E10
Audrey is the daughter of Lim Keng Watt,
who was one of the first King's Scouts

in Malacca and joined the Malacca
Volunteer Corps (4/SSVF). He survived
the war, and in 1946 was chosen to
represent "B" Company (the Chinese
Company) of the Malacca Corps at the
Victory Parade in London.

The story of the Parade and Lim Keng
Watt's visit to London was included in
Apa Khabar Mo: 54 in April this year.

He was also a prolific collector of
memorabilia including postcards,
photographs and other documents,

which are included in this book.

Please let Jonathan know if you

would like a copy of this book,
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“THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF MALAYA AND SINGAPORE, 1941-45: A SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC HISTORY.”
By Dr. Paul H Kratoska. Originally published in 1998 by C. Hurst, University of Hawaii Press and Allen & Unwin, this book
was recently re-issued in a new edition by NUS Press at the National University of Singapore where Paul Kratoska is the
Publishing Director and editor of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
NMA — Wednesday 15" Auqust 2018. Annual Service to commemorate V-J Day. 12 noon in the Chapel.
In a departure from the usual service in our Memorial Garden Plot, we are holding the service in the Chapel, which has been
booked for us from 11.30 to 13.30. [See Report in A.K.52 Ps. 3 & 4]. The noise from the LaFarge machinery, just behind the
Plot, has become unbearable and holding our services there has become untenable. Weather permitting, the wreath will be
laid on the Memorial Stone in the Plot afterwards. Please let Rosemary know if you plan to attend and if you would like to do
areading. Alison Brierley and Michael Mowat have kindly agreed to take the Service as Jonathan’s son is getting married
and he is unable to be there on the 15th August. We also thank Gerald Lindner for offering to play the organ for the hymns.
PERTH Western Australia. Merdeka Day Service in Kings Park. August 2018. Date TEA.
We thank Bill and Elizabeth Adamson for organising this annual service in conjunction with the MBVA WA Inc. Please
contact Elizabeth if you wish to attend, andfor help with the catering.
CALIFORNIA, USA — Saturday 22" September 2018. Conference in the McLaren Conference Centre, San Francisco.
MVG members in the USA may like to attend The Bataan Legacy Historical Society’s 4" Conference called, “Resistance,
Retaliation, Reconciliation and Rescission,” between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the University of San Francisco in the McLaren
Conference Centre. Speakers from the USA and the Philippines will speak on 4 main topics:

e Update on lesson plans covering WW11 in the Philippines

» Students’ projects on WW11 in the Philippines

= Military and Civilian Resistance

# \War Crimes and Reconciliation
LONDON — Saturday 20" October 2018. Annual Reunion and Luncheon at the RAF Club, Piccadilly — 12-5pm
Please put this date in your diaries, and let Rosemary know if you are planning to attend. A lighter menu, which was much
appreciated last year, has been arranged by the Club’s Chef. The starter is melon with seasonal fruit compote; followed by a
main course of Pork Medallions with baby artichokes, peppers, courgettes, black olives and marsala jus, saute potatoes and
broccoli almondine; with Lemon Tart, raspberries & Chantilly Cream as dessert; followed by tea or coffee with Petit Fours.
There is a vegetarian main course option of Polenta cakes, soft herbs, creamed spinach, asparagus and cheese gratin. If the
other courses are not acceptable to vegetarians, please let Rosemary know at the time of booking, together with any other
dietary needs. There will be a pay bar where drinks and wine can be purchased. The cost is £40 per person.
PLEASE SEND YOUR NAMES TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF ANY GUESTS & PAYMENT BY THE END OF SEPTEMEER
Chegques should be made payable to: Mrs. R. Fell Malayan Volunteers Group [see address on P.27]
Payment may be made by BAC transfer to MVG's Bank Account, but please notify Rosemary.
\We are delighted that the talk is to be given by MVG member Mary Harris, entitled, “Bouches Inutiles. Who were they and
what happened to them?” This will be a fascinating insight into a little known part of the history of WW2 in the Far East.
The Ballroom at the RAF Club has been booked for the afternoon, as usual. This is on the first floor and is accessible by stairs
or lift. Please give your name to the front desk on arrival. Gentlemen's coats may be left in a cloakroom on the ground floor,
and there is a Ladies' Powder Room on the first floor almost opposite the Ballroom. Name badges will be displayed outside
the ballroom. Please bring a prize with you for the Draw. This is the final reminder about the luncheon.
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LONDOMN — Thursday 8" November 2018. Cross Planting Ceremony and Service at Westminster Abbey.
We thank Alan and Karen Harney for attending this ceremony and representing the MVG at the FEFOW Plot in 2017,

Please let Rosemary know if yvou would like to join them this year, so that we can apply for tickets in good time. We are
grateful to Revd. Faulma Simpson for organising our MVYG Cross for the Plot.

LONDON — Sunday 11" November 2018. Remembrance Sunday Service and March Past at the Cenotaph in Whitehall
Ve plan to apply for the 12 tickets we were allocated in 2017 for the Service and Parade. Please let Rosemary know in good
time if you wish to march and before August when the application has to be made digitally. Individual tlckets are supplied for
each marcher, giving details of your full name, current address, place and date of birth. As this is the 100" anniversary of the
end of WWH1, and falls on Armistice Diay itself, there will possibly be a huge demand for tickets.

CANADA — Sunda‘ﬂ 11" November 2018. Remembrance Day Commemorative Service at the Cenataph, Toronto, Ontarlo
We are delighted to announce that Sallie Hammond, our Secretary in Canada, has offered to lay a wreath on Remembrance
Sunday. Please would Canadian (and American) members let Sallie know if they would like to join her.

Sallie says that her husband Alex and son Jonathan will join her and she will lay a wreath for the MV G Canada/USA. She
will be joined by Wendy Freeman and Vilma Howe.

Sallie has sent the following information about wreath laying in Canada:

Wreaths may or may not be part of a commemorative service, though they are very common for ceremonies on 11" November.
During the wreath laying, appropriate music may be played, such as “0 God, Our Help in Ages Past” or "0 Valiant
Hearts.” The wreath is usually carried by someone walking alongside the person who is to lay the wreath. The two
approach, briefly pause, exchange the wreath, place it (often on a stand), step back, pause for a moment {military personnel
will salute), turn to the right and walk off.

Sallie adds — if anyone needs accommodation to be booked, please let her know. Toronto is a beautiful city even in
Movember — but you will need warm clothing as Movember can be chilly.

MALAYSIA — Rememhrgnne Sunday Services in KL and Penang — TBA

NMA — Monday 10" December 2018. Anniversary of the sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse.

Flease contact Bob Hall for details. We hope it will be less cold this year.

SINGAPORE — 12" September 2020. Service at Kranji CWG Cemetery to mark the 75™ Anniversary of the signing of
the Japanese surrsnder.

A future date to keep in mind to join the MVG for the 750 anniversary of the end of the war in Singapore.

ANMUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thank you to everyone who has paid their subscription promptly.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS

All members have been notified about the GDPR either by e-mail or sent a printed letter. Those who have asked for their
details to be removed from the next list of members, which is due to be issued in October, will not receive a copy of the
rmembership list. In line with other public organisations, if you have not returned your form indicating your preference — we will
assume that you are happy for your details to remain on the membership list. There is still time to opt out if you so wish, but
you must let Jonathan and Rosemary know.

HELP STILL WANTED TO UPDATE THE EVACUEE LIST

Help is still needed with the typing of names and some information about sach evacuee, for the website. Please contact
Jonathan if you feel you can help. He will explain the task and give you the surnames and information. There is no time
scale for this task, but obviously we would like to get the lists on the website as soon as possible.

MVG FACEBOOK PAGE

Becca Kenneison reports that the FB page is going well and has received numerous photos posted by Jonathan. She also
says that Audrey Lim Swee Peck [see P. 26 for details of her book] has shared a lot of fantastic photos of the Malacca
Wolunteers which would be of interest to those with Malaccan connections. Some amazing stories about Volunteers during
the Japanese occupation, including stories of local people sheltering evaders, have also been added. We hope to share
these with all members of the MG in due course in the newsletter.

PEACE MUSEUM IN MUNTOK
We have received from Mr. Fakhrizal of the Tinwinning Museum, details of monthly expenses for the cost of electricity and
cleaning the Museum. We have agreed to contribute £40 sterling monthly towards this. We feel that this is a reasonable cost.
CONTACTS
ELIZABETH ADAMSON — MVG Secretary in Australia
5. Penistone Street, Greenwood 6024, Perth, Western Australia. Tel: 089247 3374 e-mail: bunneyelizabeth5@gmail.com
SALLIE HAMMOND — MV G Secretary in Canada
68, Kinnear Crescent, London, Ontario MNGK 1V8, Canada. Tel: 519 473 1542 e-mail. sallishammaondrnidgmail.com
JONATHAN MOFFATT — MVG Historian and Archivist
49, Coambe Drive, Binley Woods, Coventry CV3 2QU. Tel: 02476 545 013 e-mail: jonathanmoffati@btinternet.com
ROSEMARY FELL — Secretary/Editor of Apa Khabar/Membership/Subscription/Donations/Annual Luncheon
Millorook House, Stoney Lane, Axminster, Devon EX13 5EE. Tel: 01257 33045 e-mail: rosemaryfell11@gmail.com
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