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EDITION 1- JANUARY 2005 
 
Page 1                                             Introduction to MVG  
Pages 1 & 2         Achievements during 2004 – a) MVG Bench Project 
         b) London Meetings 
         c) COFEPOW Website – http://www.cofepow.org.uk  
Page 2            Photo of Bench – sent by Tom and Betty Evans 
 

 
EDITION 2 – APRIL 2005 
 
Page 1           Editorial 
Page 1          Memorial Stone Tablet 
Page 2           Information Exchange – a) Mary Harris re: her father Professor N.S. Alexander – Sing. Vol. & Sing Hosp. X-Ray Dept.  
                  b) Michael Pether re: research about uncle “Jack” Clark 2/FMSVF & his escape from Blakan Mati 
                  c) Ros Henry re: her father “John S. Harper-Ball violinist & the Changi Civilian Camp Orchestra 
Page 2          Websites – a)  http://www..cofepow.org.uk  - COFEPOW 
                                                                          b)  http://www.nmbva.co.uk/home.html  - NMBVA 

c)  http://www.far-eastern-volunteers.co.uk  - Paul Riches’ Website  
d)  http://japanesepow.fasttimes.co.uk  - Simon Shelton-Palmer’s website on Changi/Thailand/Malaya  
e)  http://tbrconline.com  - Thailand-Burma Railway Centre Museum  
f)   http://www.viweb.cjb.net  - Victoria Institution, Kuala Lumpur  
g)  http://www.discoverychannelasia.com/sayonarachangi  - Discovery Channel Changi documentary  

Pages 3 & 4                       “British Malayan / Volunteer Sources at the PRO and IWM” – by Jonathan Moffatt & John Brown 
Page 5         “Why Ron will be marking V-J Day” – by Peter Rhodes 
Page 6          “Changi Quilts” – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 6 & 7               Dates – a) 8th May 2005 – FEPOW Church Service at Wymondham 
                          b) 15th August 2005 – V-J Day 2005 
       c) 5th & 6th September 2005 – Japanese Occupation Conference in Singapore 
Page 7         Books – a) “Baba Nonnie goes to War” – by Ron Mitchell edited by Jonathan Moffatt 
        b) “Moon Over Malaya” – by Jonathan Moffatt & Audrey Holmes McCormick 
        c) “Surviving the Sword” – by Brian MacArthur 
        d) “Forgotten Armies” – by Christopher Bayly and Tim Harper 
 

 
EDITION 3 – JULY 2005 
 
Page 1          Editorial 
Page 1          The Singapore Volunteer Corps Standard 
Page 1           Dedication of the Memorial Stone Tablet – Alrewas - 15th August 2005 
Page 2          Opening of FEPOW Museum – Alrewas – 15th August 2005 
Page 2           The Burma Star London Parade – Whitehall – 21st August 2005 
Page 3          V-J Day Commemorations in Thailand 
Page 3           Omission from IWM List of Volunteer Memoirs and Diaries. 
Pages 3 & 4                                    Information Exchange – a) Susan Whitley re: her father Mark John Kennaway & her evacuation on the “Aorangi” 
                   b) Mason Nelson re: his father David Nelson Cpt.SSVF 
                   c) Geoffrey Barnes re: his father; Malacca Volunteers & other Volunteers 
                   d) Philip Baddeley re: his grandfather Capt. Sidney Baddeley of the Singapore Steamship Co. 
                   e) Peter Gray re: his father John L. Gray JVE & his own evacuation from Singapore  
                    f) David Wingate re: his grandmother Pen Landon & the Malayan Medical Aux.Services 
                    g) Peter Gibson re: photos of children at the Cameron Highlands Riding School 
Pages 5 & 6        Photos of Tanglin School Children at the Cameron Highlands Riding School – sent by Peter Gibson 
Page 6         Rutland Railway Museum – by David Atkinson Chairman of the Museum 
Page 7 & 8                        “Armenians in Singapore and Malaya” – by Ian Aviet 
Page 9, 10, 11 & 12        “Account of the Setting up of the TBRC by Rod Beattie” – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 13                        Obituary – Raymond E. Parkin – Australian POW & author  
Page 13           Websites – a)  http://www.geocities.com/inescutcheon/FlagsMilitary - Military & Paramilitary Flags & Ranks of Singapore   
                                                                          b) http://www.geocities.com/inescutcheon/RanksMilitary - Military & Paramilitary Flags & Ranks of Singapore 
             c) http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/hist/hisbpf.html  - Brian P. Farrell 
             d) http://www.2bankok.com/2bankok/srt/kanchan.shtml  - Rod Beattie & setting up the TBRC 
             e) http://www.changimuseum.com/search_engine/search_index.html  - Changi Museum Register 
             f)  http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0670913413/ref=pd_bxgy_text_2_cp/026-3153685-0142023      
Pages 13 & 14        Books –    a) “The Happiness Box – by David Griffin 
           b) “Prisoners of the Emperor” – by Ian Mitchell 
           c) “One Fourteenth of an Elephant” – by Ian Denys Peek 
           d) “The Rainbow Through the Rain” – by Geoffrey Scott Mowat 
           e) “The Defence and Fall of Singapore” – by Brian P. Farrell 
           f) “Respected Citizens” – by Nadia Wright 
           g) “Jungle Medicine and Surgery” – by Sydney G. Nardell 
            h) “Singapore Burning” – by Colin Smith 
           i) “Eastern Customs – by Derek Mackay – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 14                        MVG London Lunch and Reunion – 8th October 2005 
 

 
EDITION 4 – OCTOBER 2005 
 
Page 1         Editorial 
Page 1         Singapore Volunteer Corps Standard 

1. 



Pages 1 & 3                 Dedication of the Memorial Stone Tablet – Alrewas 15th August 
Page 2         Photos of the Dedication Ceremony  
Page 3 & 5        The Burma Star Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph, Whitehall – 21st August 
Page 4         Photos of the MVG Wreath and Burma Star Cenotaph Ceremony 
Page 5         “V-J Day Commemorations in Kanchanaburi, Thailand” – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 6         Photo of the MVG Wreath for the Volunteers and Asian labourers – Don Rak Cemetery, Kanchanaburi – sent by J. Moffatt 
Page 7          “Disbanding or not of the FMSVF” – with input by Michael Pether 
Pages 7 & 9                        Information Exchange – a) John Mackie re:photos of M.J. Kennaway’s Escot Party & 1/FMSVF Platoon Kuala Kubu Bharu 

b) Peter Gibson re: his aunt Kay Melrose & “Piper” Gray a Johore Planter 
c) Karen Harney re: her father Alan Helbling 3/SSVF Penang Volunteer 
d) Mason Nelson re: his mother Alice Nelson -TWA & service medals; & Capt.D.Nelson’s book 
e) Hannah Barker re: her grandfather Maurice Priest SSVF 

Page 10 & 12                  f) Michael Pether re: escapees with uncle “Jack” Clark from Blakan Mati 16/2/42 & Pahang Vols  
                  g) Alison Mowat re:her father G.H. Caldicott Vol with J.S. Boissier’s letter (P.W.D. Engineer) 
Page 8         Photos – a) Mark John Kennaway’s Curry Tiffin Party at Escot in 1939 – sent by John Mackie 
         b) FMSVF in Kuala Kubu Bharu – Tanjong Malim – sent by John Mackie  
Page 11 & 12        “Letter from J.S. Boissier P.W.D. Engineer, about Geoffrey Harvey Caldicott” – by permission of his daughter Alison Mowat 
Page 12         The National Malaya and Borneo Veterans Association 
Page 13         Diagram of Proposed Replacement of NMBVA Memorial – drawn by Maurice Humphrey 
Page 14         Books – a) “Volunteer” – by Paul Gibbs Pancheri 
                 b) “My Brush with Fortune” – by Ashley Jackson 
        c) “The Amonohasidate or The Gate of Heaven” – by Richard Yardley 
        d) “The Colonel of Tamarkan” – by Julie Summers – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 15         Accounts 
Page 15         Websites – a)  http://www.juliesummers.co.uk  - Julie Summers 
             b) http://www.ozgenealogy.info/borneo  - Borneo Bugle 
Page 16        The Borneo Bugle 
Page 16         Photo of Hell Fire Pass and the MVG Wreath – 15/8/2005 
Page 16         MVG London Lunch and Reunion – 8th October 2005 
 

 
EDITION 5 – JANUARY 2006 
 
Page 1        Editorial – Happy New Year to you All 
Page 1        Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2005 
Page 2        More Views on the Disbanding or not of the FMSVF 
Pages 2 & 3                                  The Malayan Volunteers and the FEPOW memorial Building in Alrewas  
Pages 3 & 4                                  Information Exchange – a) Ian Stitt re: Riding School photo in 3rd A.K. &  school trips to Perth by ship – Gorgon or Charon  
                 b) Ian Aviet re: his cousin P.B. Aviet RAFVR KIA over Sweden & buried there. 
                             c) John Mackie re: photos of pre-war K.L. & Escot Party & Certificate of Service in the FMSVF 
Page 7                 d) Rosemary Lloyd-Williams re: Escot Curry Tiffin party photo 
                 e) Bill Cranston re: his collection of Volunteer insignia 
                 f) Sir Roger Moon re: Fall of Singapore, Changi & JVE. Maxwell family connections. JVE photo   
Page  8                  g) Ian Aviet re:brother’s collection of “Nostalgia” Toy Soldiers Sing. Vol. Rifles 1899  
Page 4                   Photos – a) Selangor Club, KL – St. George’s Ball 1937 – sent by John Mackie 
        b) Selangor Club, KL – St. Andrew’s Ball 1938 – sent by John Maclie 
Page 6        c) Mark John Kennaway’s Curry Tiffin party at Escot in 1939 – sent by John Mackie 
Page 8        d) JVE Guard at Khota Tinggi – sent by Sir Roger Moon 
Page 5        John Mackie’s Certificate of Service in the Malayan Volunteer Forces  
Page 9       The Singapore Volunteer Rifles 1899 – model soldiers made by Shamus O.D. Wade called “Nostalgia Models” 
Page 10 & 11                               Obituary – a) Shelagh Lea – by Jonathan Moffatt – civilian internee in Sumatra 
Page 11       Books – a) “Bamboo Doctors” –by Stanley S. Pavillard 
      b) “Life and Death in Changi” – edited by Brian Kitching based on the diaries of Tom Kitching 
      c) “Our in the Midday Sun” – by Margaret Shennan 
      d) “Hostages to Fortune” – by Arthur Nicholson 
Page 12               e) “I will Sing to the End” – by Ian MacLeod – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 12       Websites – a)  http://www.premier.org.uk/engine.cfm?i=215  Geoffrey Mowat’s interview about his book 

b) http://home.st.net.au/~pdunn/ne144.html  - Lancaster NE144 460 Squadron RAAF 
Page 13       Photo of the Launch of Julie’s Summer’s Book – “The Colonel of Tamarkan” 
Page 13       Project for 2006 – Sponsorship of the books in the TBRC Library 
Page 13        Project to purchase the MVG Memorial Plot at the NMA 
Page 14       Dates – a) “Medicine, war and captivity” – Conference in London on 16th January 2006 
     b) Researching FEPOW History Conference – 29th & 30th April 2006 
Page 14        Apa Khabar Subscriptions – reminder 
 

 
EDITION 6 – APRIL 2006 
 
Page 1      Editorial 
Page 1      MVG Plot at the National Memorial Arboretum 
Page 2      “Medicine, War and Captivity – South East Asia 1941 -1945” 
Pages 2 & 3      Continuing Debate on the Disbanding or not of the FMSVF  
Page 3 & 4                                  Richard Yardley’s Certificate of Service in the FMSVF from 1/12/1941 – 23/2/1946 – and his comments 
Page 4      “Battle of Kampar” – by John Mackie 
Page 5 & 6     “Some Wartime Memories of a Volunteer in the FMSVF” – by Richard Yardley 
Pages 7-10     “Return Journey” – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 11 & 12      Information Exchange – a) Lachlan J. MacKinnon re: his father Lachlan MacKinnon 2/FMSVF Planter Port Swettenham 
               b) Will Holland re: his grandfather 2 Lt. D.M. Holland FMSVF 
               c) Christine Edmondson re: evacuation on the “Aorangi” & parents’ friends the Greethams 
               d) Rosemary Lloyd-Williams re: Escot Curry Tiffin Party - M.J. Kennaway 

2. 



         
e) Winston Mathews re: veteran 1/SSVF & experiences with “F” Force on the Railway at Songkurai 

      f) Ian MacLeod re: his father D. MacLeod ”C” Coy 2/SSVF & book on his mother POW in Indonesia   
Page 12      Obituary – a) Lt-Cdr. Victor Clark – survivor from the “Repulse” – Naval Volunteer - rescued troops cut off by advancing Japs 
Pages 12 &13                     Sandakan Heritage Trail 
Pages 13 & 14     “All British Internees Deserve Justice” – by Philip Johnston of the Daily Telegraph 
Page 14      Books – a) “Camp Four – Kanburi” – by Irene-Anne Montiero 
     b) “A Spoonful of Rice with Salt” – by George Patterson 
     c) “ The Amonohasidate or The Gate of Heaven” – by Richard Yardley – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 14 &15                    Dates for your Diary – a) 29th-30th April – Researching FEPOW History Conference 
           b) 9th May – FEPOW Memorial Service – Memorial Church, Wymondham, Norfolk 
Page 15                Address List of Members 
Page 15      “Apa Khabar” Subscriptions 
Page 15      “Summary of the Volunteer Forces” – by Audrey Holmes McCormick – SENT OUT AS A SEPARATE SECTION 
 

 
EDITION 7 – JULY 2006 
 
Page 1       Editorial 
Page 1      MVG Plot at the NMA 
Pages 1 & 2            RFH Conference Workshop – “Anglo-Dutch Relations within POW Camps in the Far East” – by Pieter Tesch 
Page 2       “A Few Examples of Volunteer-Dutch Relationships” – with help from Arno Ooms 
Page 3       “Smiles” – by M.F. Seiker – Veteran Dutch FEPOW and MVG member 
Page 3              “Prisoner of War Creed” – by Fred Seiker 
Page 4      Poems by Fred Seiker – a) “Bill” 
               b) “48 Hours Leave” 
Page 4      Drawing of Japanese Officers’ Brothel at Nong Pladuk by Fred Seiker 
Page 5      Report on the TBRC Museum Library 
Page 5      “All British Internees Deserve Justice” – comments by Ian Aviet on this article printed in the 6th Edition pages 13 &14 
Page 6       Information Exchange – a) Fred Seiker re: info request about A.A. Pels MVAF 
               b) Philip Baddeley re: Report written postwar by Capt S. Baddeley Straits Steamship Co 
               c) Terry de Souza re: info on his job in the Singapore Observer Corps in 1941 - 1942 
Page 7               d) Charles G. Dickens re: his ordered escape with Maj. Stokes-Hughes & return with SOE forces 
               e) Susan Whitley re the book “Towards the Setting Sun”  Volunteers escaped with this group 
Page 7      “An Interesting Man” – Richard K. Hardwick – data provided by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 8      “Mentioned in Despatches” – John Clemetson & Oliver Bellingham-Smith – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 8      Remembrance Sunday – 12th November 2006 
Pages 8 & 9      Books – a) “Tales from the South China Seas” – edited by Charles Allen 
     b) “Singapore Diary 1942 – 1945 – by Captain R.M. Horner 
     c) “Towards the Setting Sun” – by James Bradley 
Pages 9 & 10                    Dates for your Diary – a) July 2006 – to be confirmed – Re-dedication of the NMBVA Malay Kris and MVG Memorial Stone 
           b) 15th August 2006 – V-J Day  
Page 10                                      “Injustice Lives on for Burma Veteran who also Served in the Malayan Emergency” – from the Daily Telegraph 26/6/06 
Page 10      MVG Lunch and Reunion 
Page 10      Members’ List 2006 – 2007 
 

 
EDITION 8 – OCTOBER 2006 
 
Page 1      Editorial 
Page 1      MVG Plot in the NMA 
Pages 1-4     Information Exchange – a) Gareth Owen re: his father Volunteer in K.L. & his escape on “Duchess of Bedford”  
               b) Penny Dembrey re: her father D.I.Todman 4/SSVF & escape on “Duchess of Bedford”   
               c) Hamish Patterson re: his father I.L. Patterson FMSVF & uncle W.S. Godward planter 
               d) Lt.Col.JMF Thomson re: his father J.F.Thomson KVF & escape from Penang with mother  
               e) Fred Seiker re: his presentation of the Dutch lapel badge for survivors of the Railway  
                f) Diana Mirkin re: her father D.Purdie SVFF & her escape on the “Felix Roussel” 
                g) John Mackie re: photo of 3 members of the 2/FMSVF 
Page 3      Photos – a) Memorial Wall at Bronsbeek in the Netherlands, showing a model of the 3 Pagodas – sent by Fred Seiker 
Page 4      b) Philip Paxton-Harding, John Mackie and Jack Brown with 2/FMSVF in KL in 1938 – sent by John Mackie 
Pages 5-7     “Singapore Falls – GINFORCE and the Final Battle”- by – John Mackie 
Pages 7 & 8     Richard Middleton-Smith’s War Service 1941 – 1945 
Page 8      “Officers’ Rest Home” – a post-war story by Mary Harris 
Pages 9 & 10     “Indian, Javanese labourers from Malaya impressed by the Japanese  

    to work on the Siam/Burma Railway 1944-1945” – by Richard Middleton-Smith 
Page 11      Photo of FMSVF “B” Coy Depot Battalion, Port Dickson 16/9/40 to 15/11/40 – sent by Merilyn Hywel-Jones 
Page 12      Names of men in the above photo – sent by Merilyn Hywel-Jones 
Page 12 & 13     Obituaries a) Ian Aviet – MVG Member & child civilian at Bahau 
        b) Jack Edwards – worked in Kinkaseki copper mine in Formosa – obtained pensions for Chinese in Hong Kong 
        c) Elizabeth Choy OBE – war heroine of Singapore & post war politician & teacher  
Page 13      Websites a) http://sg.news.yahoo.com/060915/5/sihgapore230370.html  - Singapore News Channel news Asia 
       b) http://www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk – MVG website 
Page 14      Books a) “Singapore Burning” – by Colin Smith – review by Richard Middleton-Smith 
                 b) “In the Shadow of Death – a Medic on the Burma Railway 1942-45” – by Idris James Barwick 
Page 15                 c) “One Day at a Time” – by Arthur Titherington 
                 d) “The Singapore Chinese Massacre – Sook Ching” – by Ralph Modder 
                 e) “Journey by Candlelight” – by Ann Kennaway 
                  f) “The Price of Peace” – edited by Foong Choon Hon 
                 g) “A Girl In Changi” – by Sheila Allen 
Page 15      Remembrance Sunday – 12th November 2006 

3. 



Page 15      MVG Annual Lunch – 30th September 2006 
Pages 15 & 16                    MVG Accounts 
Page 16      Dates – a) FEPOW History Research for Beginners – NMA 5th May 2006 
 
EDITION 9 – JANUARY 2007 
 
Page 1      Editorial – A Happy New Year to All MVG Members 
Page 1      Remembrance Day Service – Sunday 12th November 2006 
Page 2      Comments on the Remembrance Day Service 
Page2       Garden Plot in the NMA 
Page 2      Apologies a) RAPWI – “Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War and Internees” FOR REPATRIATION – sent by Ian Mitchell 
             b) John Parsons lives in England – not Canada – sent by John Hedley 
Pages 3 & 4     “Coincidences” – from Rowland Lyne, Western Australia, to Thomas Pounder 
Pages 4 & 5               Obituaries a) John Davis – SOE Leader in Japanese-occupied Malaya – and fighter of the Communist guerrillas –  

        former wartime allies 
Page 5                           Tribute to John Davis by Chin Peng – taken from the Times 6/11/2006 
        b) Hubert Strathairn – FMS Police pre & post-war Lt 2A & SH POW with “F” Force 
        c) Surgeon-Commander Sidney Hamilton – Doctor on “Repulse” rescued  & continued treating wounded men 
Page 6      Evacuation Ships and Dates 
Page 6-8       “FMSVF Light Battery 1941 – 1942 – by Ian Stitt 
Pages 9                     “Memories of Pre-war Singapore” – by Mary Harris – in reply to Diana Mirkin 
Pages 9 & 10     “Elizabeth Alexander – Scientist Extraordinaire” – by Mary Harris (nee Alexander) 
Pages 11 & 12     Information Exchange a) Sir Roger Moon replies to Merilyn Hywel-Jones re: the Port Dickson photo 
               Malayan Volunteer Veterans – by Sir Roger Moon 
            b) Bill Vowler re: his pre-war life in Malacca/school days in Perth/evacuation on the Empress of Japan 
            c) Winston Mathews re: sight impairment & lack of benefits awarded to Volunteers for war injuries 
            d) Christine Edmondson re: reminiscences about Batu Gajah & her evacuationon the “Aorangi” 
            e) Roger Barrett re: reminiscences about leaving home & evacuation on the “Narkunda” 
             f) Ian MacKenzie re: his uncle H.E.MacKenzie & Ulu Tiram & posting to Singapore with RAF 1969-71 
Page 13      MVG Annual Lunch – 30/9/06 – with talk by MVG member Sheila Allan on the ‘Changi Quilts’ - report by Jonathan Moffatt 
      Photo of Sheila Allan and Betty Hall with the Girl Guides Changi Quilt 
Pages 14 & 15      “The Story of the Girl Guides Quilt from Changi” – by Betty Hall, Chester Grosvenor Guild 
Page 16      Dates for your Diary - a) FEPOW History Research for Beginners – NMA 5/5/2007 
Page 16      MVG Subscriptions 2007 – 2008 – Notice to overseas members re: e-mailing newsletters 
Page 16      Photo of Officers at HQ, Malacca Volunteer Corps taken on HM George VI’s Birthday Parade 9/6/38 – with names 
 

 
EDITION 10 – APRIL 2007 
 
Page 1      Editorial – Happy Easter to All MVG Members 
Page 1      The Garden Plot in the NMA 
Page 2      Visit to Changi Museum – Singapore 
Page 3      The 40th Memorial Service for Civilian Victims of the Japanese Occupation 
Page 3      Photo of the Civilian War Memorial – Singapore 
Pages 4 & 5     Obituary a) Ian Mitchell – 1/SSVF & member – report by Jonathan Moffatt & comments by Sandy Lincoln & Rosemary Fell 
Pages 5 & 6                                Evacuation Ships – with reports by a) John Warden on the WOSANG   
                b) Enid Innes-Ker on the ROCHUISSEN, JAGERSFONTEIN & RIMUTAKA 
Pages 6 & 7                    “Memories of Malaya 1940 – 42” – by Susan Whitley 
Page 7      Photo of the Kennaway family at Escot 
Page 8      “Escape from Singapore” – newspaper report in 1995 about the wartime experiences of the Greetham family 
Pages 9 – 12     “The FMSVF Early Days” – by John Gullick MCS 
Pages 13 & 14      Information Exchange a) Lt.Col. Miles Thomson re: Ian Stitt’s article on the FMSVF Light Battery in A.K.9 
            b) Charles Dickens re: further comments on his ordered escape to India pre-capitulation 
            c) Sir Roger Moon re: Chin Peng, Rowland Lyne and other MVG members 
            d) Mason Nelson re: ‘Times’ obit on John Davis & Robert Chrystal, plus contact with Charles Letts 
            e) Merilyn Hywel-Jones re: Cross Planting at Westminster Abbey & contact with Sir Roger Moon 
             f) Audrey McCormick re: William & Alice Birtwhistle & Edred Corner 
            g) Jonathan Moffatt re: info about William Birtwhistle 
            h) Penny Dembrey re: Photo of Malacca Volunteer Corps & evacuation on the Duchess of Bedford 
             i) Terry de Souza re: his cousin Capt. H.M. de Souza in the Malacca Vol. Corps photo 
             j) Jean Lips re: ‘meeting’ Joan Forman & MVG Garden Plot 
             k) Bill Vowler re: no compensation for Japanese civilians until POWs receive proper recognition 
             l) Ian MacKenzie re: his uncle H.E.MacKenzie & his life as a rubber planter becoming a ‘Dato’ 
Page 15      Photo of  Officers and Staff of the Kedah Volunteer Force 1938 
Page 16      Drawing of Changi Jail by Harold Edwin MacKenzie as later reproduced in the Illustrated London News 
Page 17      Photo of Singapore Royal Artillery [Volunteer] – the Battery 1938-1939 - with names 
Page 17      Photo of the Malacca Club Christmas Party sent by Rhona Goodfellow – asking for names 
Page 18      Dates for Diary a) RFH for Beginners – 5/05/07 
                b) Remembrance Service – FEPOW Church, Wymondham – 13/5/07 
                c) Dedication of MVG Plot, NMA, Alrewas – 15/08/07 
                d) Commemoration of 50th Anniversary of ‘Merdeka’ in the NMBVA Plot at the NMA – date TBA 
                e) Presentation of MVG Shield – Changi Museum, Singapore – 15/02/08 
Page 18      MVG Annual Lunch and Reunion – 29/09/07 at the Super Star Chinese Restaurant 
Page 18                     MVG Annual Subscriptions for April 2007 – 2008  E-mailed to overseas members unless printed ones asked for 
 

 
EDITION 11 – JUNE 2007 
 
Page 1      Editorial – News on Midsummer’s Day 
Page 1      Update on MVG Garden Plot – with photo 

4. 



Page 2      Changi Museum Shield – info on design, badges & cost 
Pages 2-6     FMSVF Medals – by Paul Riches 
Page 6      Information Exchange a) Gill Bullivant re: her evacuation on ‘Empress of Japan’ & father’s photo of 1/SSVF & war records  
               b) Penny Dembrey re: Malacca Club Christmas Party & contact with Rhona 
Page 7      Photo of the 1/SSVF – sent by Gill Bullivant 
Pages 8-11                                 Information Exchange contd. 

                  c) Bill Vowler re: contact with Tanglin school friends & evacuees on the Empress of Japan 
                  d) Alison Brierley re: Geoffrey’s book for sale to fund MVG Plot & photo of Justin & Geoffrey Mowat 
          e) Patricia Wood re: her wartime evacuation to WA & her father’s book – see book review P.15 
                   f) Ann Potter re: her evacuation on the Duchess of Bedford & her father 
          g) Michael Pether re: seeking info for his research on named escapees from Blakan Mati 15/2/42 
          h) Katherine Muirhead re: her father John Rutty – as a POW & post war as a planter killed by CTs 
           i) Ian Stitt re: FMSVF Light Battey; FMSVF Early Days article; Tanglin School & Evacuation Ships 

Page 11      Websites a) http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/5274472.stm  Mrs. Bateman – Changi artist 
       b) http://singaporeevacuatiob1942.blogspot.com  Singapore Evacuation Ships 
       c) http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Overeas/malaccaww2.html  Malacca Memorial 
       d) http://www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk/Stories/Kathleen_Reeve.html  MVG Website Stories Section 
Pages 12-14     Essay on Life at Kanyu 2 during the Speedo – by Sir Roger Moon 
Pages 14-15     Books a) “The Rainbow through the Rain” – by Geoffrey Scott Mowat – reviewed by Alison Brierley (nee Mowat) 
                 b) “If this should be Farewell – a family separated by war” – edited by Adrian Wood – reviewed by Patricia Wood 
                 c) “Remembered: The History of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission” – by J.Summers – reviewed J.Moffatt 
Pages 16-17     The Felix Roussel at the Battle of Singapore – an eye-witness account - with notes by Jean Lips 
Page 17      An Oral History Enquiry into Life, Health & Social issues during and after the FEPOW experience – researcher Meg Parkes 
Page 18      Obituaries a) Philip Baddeley – son of Capt. Sidney Baddeley Marine Supt. Straits Steamship Co & POW in Japan 
        b) Edward Behr – author of “Hirohito: behind the Myth” about the Emperor’s complicity in Japan’s war crimes 
Page 18           Dates for your Diary a) Dedication of the MVG Garden Plot – at the NMA on 15/8/07 at 12p.m. 
        b) MVG Annual Lunch – 29/9/07 at the Super Star Chinese Restaurant at 12 noon 
Page 18      MVG Subscriptions and Members’ List 2007-2008 
 

 
EDITION 12 – OCTOBER 2007 
 
Page 1      Editorial – Volunteers Remembered Across the Generations 
Page 1      Dedication of the Malayan Volunteers Garden – 15/8/07 – report by Jonathan Moffatt  
Page1      Photograph of the MVG Garden during the Dedication Ceremony 
Page 2      Additional Information about the Memorial Garden – and thanks to all those who have contributed to the finished garden 
Page 2      Photograph of the Memorial Stone and 2 Plaques made for MVG and donated by Maurice Humphrey of the NMBVA 
Page 3      NMBVA Merdeka Celebration – 31/8/07 at the NMA  
Page 3       MVG Annual Lunch Report - 29/9/07 
Page 3      Remembrance Sunday – 11/11/07  
Pages 4-5     “Food, Glorious Food” – by Jennifer Howe (nee Godber) 
Pages 6-7     Evacuation Ships a) “Gorgon” – by Capt. John Bax 
     b) “Lucky Wartime Liner Aorangi” – by Capt. John Bax 
Page 7      Postscript to Richard Middleton-Smith’s article in A.K.9 - Oct 2006 –‘Times’ letter of 31/12/1946 on the Burma Siam Railway 
Page 8      Richard Middleton-Smith names the Volunteers mentioned in Bartwell’s letter on P.8 
Pages 8-10                    “A Far East Trader: Period 1927-1957.  Charles Thornton CBE” – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 10-13     Information Exchange a) Fiona Hunter re: her Grandfather Capt. ‘Sandy’ Hunter Scottish Co 1/SSVF & evacuation of family 
           b) Ros Henry re: Paul Riches’ ”Double Tenth” article; D.Tett’s Vol 1 Book on postal history & her father 
           c) Gareth Owen re: van den Bos’s book on POWS in Sumatra & his father’s escape on theTien Kwang 
           d) Anne Scott re: her husband Gerry Scott Armoured Cars & his escape on the Pulu Bukum launch 
Page 11      Photograph of the Armoured Cars Division 
Pages 12-13     Information Exchange contd. 
           e) Jill Gibson re: evacuees on the Empress of Japan & her aunt’s account 
            f) Anne Hinam re: her father Kenneth Dohoo, the family early escape & meeting evacuees in Perth 
           g) Michael Doncaster re: his grandfather Capt. Tony Hewett & great cousin Corp. J. Tyndale-Powell 
           h) Bill Cranston re: as a collector of insignia of Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei 
            i) Bill Adamson re: his research into Malayan Police; evacuees 1941-42; Tanglin School; Planters 
            j) Capt. John Bax re: step-father HJCK Bax & Blue Funnel Line; mother as FANY; Bidadari Cemetery 
Pages 14-15     Books a) “Prisoners in Java” accounts by Allied POWs in Java 1942-45; reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
                 b) “Our Man in Malaya, John Davis Force 136”  by Margaret Shennan 
                 c) “Australia’s Forgotten Prisoners” by Christina Twomey; reviewed by Dr. Peter Stanley 
                 d) “The Fight for Malaya – The Jungle War of M. Cotterill” by R.W. Holder 
                 e) “By Eastern Windows” by William H. McDougall Jnr. & his website www.uofupress.com/store/product337.html  
                  f) “Ann” by Felicity Bartleet 
Page 14       Photos a) POWs from Glodok Camp in Java – sent by Fred Seiker 
Pages 15-16     Obituaries a) William Drower MBE – Interpreter to the Australians in Burma  
        b) Lt.Col C.Wylie – fought with the 1st Gurkhas, captured and sent to Burma Railway 
        c) AVM Bill Gibb – SSVAF in Singapore then started the Burma Vol Air Force in 1940 
        d) John Love OBE; MCS – Lt. 2A & SH POW Thailand 
        e) John Parsons – Sapper JVE POW Sumatra 
Page 16      Changi Shield – change of design to horizontal board from Shield-shaped 
Page 16      Dates for Diary a) Remembrance Sunday 11/11/07 
                b) Presentation of Changi Board 15/2/08 
                c) 2nd International Conference at NMA 31st May – 1st June 2008 
Page 16       Accounts for April 2006 – April 2007 – Expenditure Sheet printed with new Members’ List 
 

 
EDITION 13 – JANUARY 2008 
 
Page 1      Editorial – A Happy New Year to all MVG Members 

5. 



Pages 1-2                    The Changi Museum Memorial Board Presentation – 12/9/08 
Page 2      Remembrance Sunday – 11/11/07 
Page 2          Website a) http://www.viweb.freehosting.net/Warmen.html  
Pages 3-4     Dr P.M. Kirkwood – by John Hedley – with extra information by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 4      Escape on the Tien Kwang on 14/2/42 – by Gwilym Owen – sent by his son Gareth Owen 
Pages 4-5     Movements of the 4/SSVF – Malacca Volunteer Force 5/12/41 – 15/2/42 
Pages 5      Capt. Dan Todman’s Story of 14-15th Feb 1942 – as told to his wife Peggy – sent by his daughter Penny Dembrey 
Page 6      Extracts from Chan Cheng Yean’s Story – The Bedok Hill Massacre - reported in the Straits Times 
Page 6       Captain Cho Siow Lim – “B” Coy 4/SSVF – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 7      Andrew Hwang’s family photo – showing Capt Cho and CQMS Tan of the 4/SSVF 
Page 8      Bidadari Bronze Plaque – in memory of those formerly buried in the Bidadari Cemetery; Merchant Seamen, POWs & Police 
Page 8      Photographs a) Bidadari Bronze Plaque in Singapore, Mount Vernon Road.  Unveiled 17/5/05  
            b) Tree Plaque in NMA for Merchant Seamen interred at Bidadari Cemetery 
Pages 9-10     The Long Road Home – J.B. Dunne’s life in pre-war Singapore & as a POW – by Stephanie Hess – his granddaughter  
Page11-12     Information Exchange a) Michael Pether re: Dr. Kirkwood; Sentosa Island; SSVF HQ Beach Rd., & Changi Museum 
           b) George Hess’e re: MVG Memorial Garden & photo of new Australian Memorial in Malaysia 
           c) Margaret Shaw re: her father Prof. English & her wartime stay in Australia at Barwon Head 
           d) Merilyn Hywel-Jones re: info on her family evacuation to Australia 
           e) Mary Turnbull (Rayner) re: Roberta Ward’s great uncle Joe Speelman 
            f) Anthony Cooper (Hon Sec British Malaysian Soc) re: his step father Richard Middleton-Smith 
Page 13      Books a) “Captain Jack – Surveyor and Engineer” – autobiography of John Mackie – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 13      Websites a) www.archive.guardian.co.uk/Default/Skins/Digital/Client.asp/ - Guardian/Observer Newspapers 1821-1975 
       b) www.Skin=DigitalArchive&enter=true&AppName=2&AW=1194542839793  - Times Digital 1795-1985 
       c) http://www.uk250.co.uk/frame/6985/the-society-of-genealogists.html - Ancestors Genealogy Society 
Page 13      Photo of Glodok Camp – possibly of RAF personnel taken POW in Java? 
Page14      Advert for the book  “Captain Jack” by John Mackie 
Page15      Obituaries a) Louise Mowat – wife of Revd. G.S.Mowat & wartime secretary to General Marshall, deputy C of S to MacArthur 
        b) Edwin Kearsley – POW Editor of Shropshire FEPOW Newsletter – in which the MVG’s first article was printed 
Page 15      Photographs a) Louise Mowat taken in Melbourne 1942 
            b) Geoffrey & Louise Mowat – Golden Wedding 7/7/1990 
Page 16      Dates for Diary a) 31st May - 1 June 2008 – Researching FEPOW History Conference NMA 
                b) Presentation of Memorial Board to Changi Museum – 12/9/08 
Page 16      MVG Subscriptions 2008 – 2009 
 

 
EDITION 14 – APRIL 2008 
 
Page 1      Editorial – A Busy Year Ahead 
Pages 1-3                    Singapore Report a) MVG Memorial Board for Changi Museum – revised design with extra badge & presentation on 12/9/08 
                   b) Service at Civilian War Memorial Beach Rd. 15/2/08 – with photo of wreaths and Straits Times write-up 
Page 3      FEPOW Memorial Building NMA – information collated by Jonathan Moffatt for the Archival Section to be opened on 17/8/08 
Pages 3-4     “Lewis Ronald Peek (Ron) – Armoured Cars Co. SSVF” – by Ian Peek his son 
Page 5      The Battle of Kampar - Call for Preservation of the Battle Site – report in Straits Times with photo of Chye & British D A 
Pages 5-7     “The Ulysses Story” – by Capt John Bax 
Pages 7-8     Kathleen Reeve’s account of the sinking of the ‘Ulysses’ & the rescue of all the passengers and crew. 
Pages 9-10     “My Mother’s War” – by Jennifer Howe 
Page 10      Website a) http://www.hkupress.org/asp/bookinfo.asp?PD_NUM=9622097804 – Tony Banham’s research - H.K. Volunteers 
Pages 11      The Bedok Hill Massacre – from information by Haji Mubin Sheppard about 2 of his friends 
Pages 12-13     Volunteer Medics – a medal collector’s perspective – by Paul Riches with photos of medals  
Page 13      Account of a journey from Keppel Road to Butterworth by train – by D. & R. Fell 
Pages 14-15     Information Exchange a) John Hedley re: correction to article on Dr. P.M. Kirkwood (A.K. 13) 
           b) Alison Brierley re: her mother’s (Louise Mowat) obituary 
           c) Andrew Hwang re: Malaysian MVG members; books; K.L. Remembrance Day Service 
           d) John Hay re: citizenship question for those born in Far East & with lost birth certificates 
           e) Hamish Patterson re: Evacuee ship & U.K. Chinese Restaurants! 
            f) Bentley Giles Choi re: site of Glodok Camp - Batavia & donation on behalf of the MVG in Johore  
            g) Rethi Govin re: teaching the history of the Volunteers in Singapore 
Page 15                                    Support for the Gurkhas 
Page 16      Photograph of the Gurkha Demonstration in London 
Pages 16-17     Obituaries a) Bhanubhakta Gurung VC Gurkha who fought in Burma with the Chindits & was awarded his VC in battle 
        b) Air Commodore Henry Probert – eminent RAF historian & wrote “The History of Changi” 
        c) Robert McCall – FMSVF & Penang Volunteer & post war customs officer in Malaya 
        d) Spencer Miller – member of 1/SSVF & POW in Thailand with ‘D’ battalion 
Page 17      Books a) “Eternal Vigilence – The Price of Freedom” – edited by Foong Choon Hon 
                 b) “Changi Photographer – George Aspinall’s Record of Captivity” – by Tim Bowden 
                 c) “Secrets of the Battlebox – The History & Role of Britain’s Command HQ in the Malayan Campaign” – Romen Bose  
                 d) “The History of Changi” – by Henry Probert 
Page 18                 e) “Don’t ever say again ‘It Can’t Be Done’ The Story of Changi Industries Inc” by FMSVF Volunteers 
                  f) “The Angel of Changi – and other short stories” – by Goh Sin Tub 
                  g) “The Glass Palace” – by Amitav Ghosh 
Page 18       Dates for Diary a) 31st May – 1st June – RFH Conference at the NMA 
                b) 15/8/08 - V-J Day Service in the NMA 
                c) 12/9/08 – Presentation of the MVG Memorial Board at Changi Museum Singapore 
                d) 4/10/08 – London Lunch 
                e) 9/11/08 – Remembrance Sunday – Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall 
Page 18      Subscriptions for 2008 – 2009 
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EDITION 15 – JULY 2008 
 
Page 1      Editorial – Not Just a Group, More of a Family 
Page 1      MVG Memorial Garden – with photograph of the Memorial Stone and 2 Plaques mounted on granite tablets 
Page 2      Changi Memorial Board – with photograph of Board  
Page 2      An Evening with Fred Seiker – by Bob Jenkins 
Page 3      Photograph of Fred & Liz his wife, taken at the Kwai Railway Memorial Group AGM where Fred gave a talk on life as a POW 
Page 3      Websites a) http://www.pembridge.net/2007/09/charles-lettst.html Charles Letts - Singapore Resident & Veteran 1/SSVF 
       b) http://news.scotsman.com/obituaries/Lt-Col-William-Innes-.3936436.jp Gordon Highlander FEPOW 
      c) http://www.btrma.org.au/articles/Burma_Railway_Hellships_&_Coal_Mines.html Neil MacPherson’s memoirs 
      d) http://www.researchingfepowhistory.org.uk/news/stories/news18may2008.html Gordon Smith’s memoirs 
Page 4      “How I Learned How the People of Borneo Saved American Airmen in WW2” – by Judith M. Heimann 
Pages 5-7     December 1941 – 31st January 1942 – by Kay Melrose – as told to her sister Phyl Morton ( sent by Jill Gibson her niece) 
Pages 7-8          Evacuation Ships a) The Gorgon with photograph – by Capt. John Bax 
                   b) The Charon with photograph – by Capt. John Bax 
Pages 8-9     Anzac Day 2008 – sent by George Hess’e 
Page 9      Wreck of HMS Exeter found – report in the Telegraph 18/5/08 
Pages 9-11     The Unpublished Diaries of Edward Chaplin – by permission of Hugh Chaplin his son 
Pages 12-14     Obituaries a) Revd Canon Geoffrey Scott Mowat MCS – 4/SSVF & MVG member who dedicated the MBG Memorial Stone 
        b) George Patterson MCS – Volunteer & later ADC to Gen. Percival & driver of the surrender car 
         c) AVM Tom Howell – RAF at Seletar; evacuated to Java, escaped but surrendered to Japs. POW Changi 
         d) Peter Gibson – son of William Gibson JDC & Civilian Internee - MVG member 
         e) John Warden – son of Ken Warden of SSVF Armoured Cars – attended Tanglin School – MVG member 
          f) “Woody” Woodman – QA & Civilian POW in Sumatra 
          g) Jean Dickens – wife of Veteran FMSVF & MVG member Charles Dickens 
          h) Eileen Middleton-Smith – wife of Veteran SSVF & MVG member Richard Middleton-Smith 
Pages14-15     Books a) “The Internment of Western Civilians under the Japanese 1941-1945” – by Bernice Archer 
                 b) “Ambushed under the Southern Cross” – by Capt. George Duffy 
                 c) “Sisters in Arms: British Nurses tell their Story” – by Nicola Tyrer 
                 d) “The Changi Story” – by Capt. David Nelson 
                 e) “Strangers in the House” – by Julie Summers 
                  f) “The Burma Railway, Hellships & Coalmines” – by Neil MacPherson 
                  g) “War memories: A Medical Student in Malaya & Thailand” – by Gordon Smith 
                  h) “The Airmen and the Headhunters” – by Judith M. Heimann 
Page 15      Dates for Diaries a) 15/8/08 MVG V-J Day Service at NMA, Alrewas 
                  b) 12/9/08 Presentation of the Changi memorial Board in Singapore 
                  c) 4/10/08 Annual London Lunch 
                  d) 9/11/08 Remembrance Sunday in London 
Page 16      MVG Subscriptions 2008-2009 
Page 16      MVG Members’ List 2008-2009 
Page 16      Fepow Memorial Building - Volunteer Information to be added 
Page 16      Photo of 3 MVG members in the MVG Memorial Garden – Alrewas May –June 2008 
 

 
EDITION 16 – OCTOBER 2008 
 
Pages 1-2                    Editorial – Volunteers Remembered at Changi by the President of Singapore 
Page 2       V-J Day Service at Alrewas – report by Jonathan Moffatt with photo of John Hedley MVG member 
Pages 3-8     “Final Resting Place of the Tanjong Pinang” – by David Wingate with:- 

1) Picture of S.S Kuala 
2) Photo of Penelope Landon – David’s grandmother 
3) Map of Kuala’s and Tanong Pinang’s escape routes from Singapore 
4) Map of site of Tanjong Pinang’s sinking 

Pages 9-11     “Last Weeks in Malaya” – diary of Aileen Grace Wallace – by permission of her daughter Diana Ruffell 
Page 11      The FMSVF and SSVF Connection – by Donald E. Ruffell – son-in-law of Forbes Wallace FMS Police 
Pages 12-13     Roderick MacLean OBE MCS – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 13      More Evacuation Ships a) The RUYS 
              b) The VAN HOUTZ 
Page 14      Information Exchange a) Enid Innes-Ker re: her evacuation from Singapore & her husband’s movements as a POW 
           b) Katherine Muirhead re: her sketchy knowledge about her father – killed by Communists 
              c) Audrey McCormick re: Battle of Kampar site as a Memorial Park 
           d) June Wingate re: David Rintoul’s carvings made as a POW 
Page 15      Photo of David Rintoul’s carvings 
Pages 15-16     Obituaries a) Professor Mary Turnbull (Rayner) MCS – noted historian on the history of Singapore – an authoritative account 
        b) Phyllis Thom – nursing sister & civilian internee in Sumatra – whose diary of her ordeal is in the IWM 
        c) Lt.Commander Ian Fraser VC – capt. of the midget sub which mined the Jap cruiser Takao in Johore Straits 
        d) John Burrows – Code-breaker at Bletchley Park after escaping Singapore on Intelligence staff 
Pages 16-17     A Debt of Honour for the Gurkhas – court case decides that some Gurkhas can remain in Britain 
Page 17      Sale of POWs wartime diaries, medals & photographs – belonging to Private Arthur Haines Royal Norfolks 
Page 17      Japan’s PM refuses to visit Yasukuni Shrine  
Page 17      Photograph of British POWs in Yoshima Camp in Japan – names requested 
Pages 17-18     Books a) “Stranger in the House” – by Julie Summers – reviewed by Jonathan Moffatt 
                 b) “To Japan to lay a Ghost” – by Peter Rhodes 
                 c) “Sold for Silver” – by Janet Lim 
                 d) “The Boat – Singapore Escape & Cannibalism at Sea” – by Walter Gibson 
Page 18      Dates for Diary a) 4/10/08 – London Lunch 
                b) 9/11/08 – Remembrance Sunday 
Page 18      New Password for the newsletters 
Page 18      Annual Accounts 
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EDITION 17 – JANUARY 2009 
 
Page 1      Editorial – No Time to Rest on our Laurels in 2009 – A Happy New Year to you All 
Pages 1-2                    Remembrance Sunday 9/11/08 
Page 2      Photographs of Lt. Michael Doncaster with Rosemary Fell on Parade & Field of Remembrance 
Page 3      Volunteer Memorials in Malacca & K.L. – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page3      Message from Andrew Hwang in K.L. – with photo of Malacca WW2 Memorial outside the Stadthuys 
Pages 4-5     An Early Date for your Diary – MVG Annual Lunch at the RAF Club 3/10/09 – by Hugh Chaplin 
Page 5      Presentation of Volunteer Badges in FEPOW Building NMA – 4/5/09 
Page 5      Volunteer Badges for TBRC in Kanchanaburi 
Page 5      Websites to Visit a) http://www.gulfnews.com.friday/People/10213440.html - Sir Roger Moon’s story 
                  b) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Road - the story of making the film “Paradise Road” 
                       c) http://www.jbdunne.co.za – the life story of J.B. Dunne written by Stephanie Hess his granddaughter 
Page 6       E.J.H. Corner – Assistant Director of Singapore Botanical Gardens 1929-1942 – in conversation with John Corner his son 
Pages 7-8     “A Man of Passion Misunderstood” – the story of E.J.H. Corner’s life by Lyana Shah – with photographs 
Pages 9-10     “Well I didn’t Like the Food” – the story of his escape from Changi - by George Hess’e 
Page 11      George Hess’e and his Danish Connection 
Page 11      “Escape to Sumatra” – the story of her father Patrick Kavanagh - by Marsha Anson 
Page 12      The Deucalion – report by Capt John Bax 
Page12      Information Exchange a) Bentley Giles Choi re: his unpaid sub donated to the Hindu Temple building fund in Johore Bahru 
           b) Susan Rutherford re: her father’s buried writing case in Changi+photo of her evacuation to Adelaide 
Pages 14-15     Obituaries a) Edith Cynthia Rose Leembruggen – child internee in Sumatra & post-war life – consultant for “Paradise Road”  
                       b) Winston Mathews – Veteran 1/SSVF sent to Railway with “F” Force & survivor of Songkurai  
Page 15      Iris Milne – Winston’s sister – her life in Japanese-occupied Singapore 
Pages 15-16     Books a) “No Mercy from the Japanese” – by John Wyatt & Cecil Lowry 
                 b) “Growing Remembrance. The Story of the NMA” – by David Childs 
                 c) “ The Angel of Changi” – by Goh Sin Tub 
Page 16      Dates for Diary a) 4/5/09 Presentation of Volunteer Badges to FEPOW Memorial Building – NMA 12pm 
                b) 15/8/09 V-J Day Service at the NMA 12pm 
                c) 3/10/09 Annual London Lunch at RAF Club 12pm 
                d) 8/11/09 Remembrance Sunday – Service at Cenotaph in Whitehall 
Page 16      MVG Annual Subscriptions 2009-2010 
 
 
EDITION 18 – APRIL 2009 
 
Page 1      Editorial – A Warm Welcome to MVG Australia 
Pages 1-2     Presentation of Volunteer Badges to the FEPOW Memorial Building – NMA on Monday 4th May 2009 
Page 2      MVG Annual Lunch and Reunion – Saturday 3rd October 2009 – RAF Club, Piccadilly 
Pages 2-3                    1941: An Old Boy in the FMS Volunteers – by Hussein bin Hassan (Pahang).  Malay College Magazine 1950 
Pages 3-4                    The King’s Messenger – by Audrey McCormick 
Pages 5-8     Your Sons are not English – by Becca Kenneison 
Page 8      Johore Massacre: Eye Witness Story of the Mass Exhumation – Report in the Sunday Times (Singapore) 13/01/46 
Pages 9-12     The Landons and the Blue of Elaine – by John Corner 
Page 13      In Correspondence with Sir Roger Moon Bt. (See http://www.gulfnews.com/friday/People/10213440 ) 
Pages 14-15     The Evacuation of Penang – 16th December 1941 – An Eye Witness Account – by permission of Charles Noon 
Pages 16-18     Report by Capt. William (Bill) Reynolds - on his Rescue of Survivors from Pompong Island. 
Page 18      Evacuation and Repatriation – How was it for you? – A request from Julie Summers 
Pages 18-21     Information Exchange a) Michael Thompson re: his Australian-made DVD on the Burma/Siam Railway. ‘Spirit of the Railway’ 
           b) Richard Yardley re: hell-ship ‘Asaka Maru’ and error in A.K.17.  She was wrecked not torpedoed 
           c) Bill Vowler re: Tanglin School teachers & Malacca War Memorial restoration. 
           d) John Gullick re: comments on Edred Corner’s books, Bishop Wilson & Mary Turnbull’s obit - A.K 17 
           e) Gareth Owen re: index on website; Dutch list of Sumatra POWs; G.Brooke’s obit & escape routes 
           f) Mason Nelson re: growing membership in Australia & possible meeting in Canberra 
          g) Elizabeth Bunney re: wartime spent in Australia and the ’Schoolship Kids’ 
          h) Liz Higgins re: her father’s Volunteer Experiences as a Vet & hers as a ‘Schoolship Kid’ 
Pages 21-22     Obituaries a) Florence W. Page – widow of Lincoln Page SRA [V] and mother of MVG member Sandy Lincoln 
        b) Margaret Kavanagh  - widow of Patrick F. Kavanagh 3/FMSVF and of mother of MVG member Marsha Anson 
        c) Lt.Cdr Geoffrey Brooke – survivor of ‘Prince of Wales’ & escaped from Padang with 16 others in a Malay prauw 
        d) Mary Thomas – civilian internee in Singapore 
Page 22      Websites to Visit a) http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/obituaries/article5913597.ece - Mary Thomas’s full obit 
                  b) http://www.eacclub.dk – OK Club Website in Denmark 
                  c) http://www.goochlandgazette.com/index.php/obituaries/article/264 - A. U. Lind’s obit MRNVR 
                  d) http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2008/04/24/2226571.html  - book on Burma/Thai Railway survivors  
                  e) http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,23543563-5001986,00.html  - ‘’ 
                  f)  http://www.danishww2pilots.dk/articles.php/id+31 – Danish Pilots in the MVAF 
                  g) http://www.far-eastern-heroes.org.uk/Keeping_The_Faith  - Article on Bishop Wilson  
                  h) http://www.jollyqueenlouise.org – Australian MVG member Louise Crossley’s website about her travels  
                  i) http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/latestnews/Doctor-hands-city-university-biggest.3945618.jp Malaya 
                  k) http://www.cofepowdb.org.uk/cdb2/Controller.jsp/action=simplesearch  Liberation Questionnaires. 
Pages 22-23     Books a) “The Other Side of Paradise” – by Margaret Mayhew  
                 b) “Singapore’s Dunkirk.  The Aftermath of the Fall” – by Geoffrey Brooke 
                 c) “Krait.  The Fishing Boat that went to War” - by Lynette Ramsay Silver 
                 d) “Schoolship Kids of the Blue Funnel Line” – by Juliet Lubbock 
Page 23      Date for Diary a) 4/5/09 – Presentation of the Volunteer Badges to the FEPOW Memorial Building 
              b) 10/5/09 – Annual Service of Remembrance at the FEPOW Church in Wymondham, Norfolk 
              c) 15/8/09 – V-J Day Service at the NMA 
              d) 3/10/09 – Annual Lunch and Reunion – RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
              e) 8/11/09 – Remembrance Sunday – Service and march past at the Cenotaph, London 
Page 23      MVG Subscriptions 2009 - 2010 – due in April 
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Page23      New membership List 2009 – 2010 – due out in July 2009 
Page 23      Contact addresses 
 
 
EDITION 19 – JULY 2009 
 
Page 1         Editorial – The MVG must persevere with its aims to gain recognition for the Volunteers worldwide. 
Pages 1-2     Stakeholders’ Meeting at the National Memorial Arboretum – Monday 27th April 2009 – report by Keith Andrews 
Page 2      Presentation of the Volunteer badges to the FEPOW Memorial Building – 4th May 2009 
Pages 2-3     The Disbanding of the Malay Units of the FMSVF – from notes by Brig. Moir and M.J. Hayward MCS 
Page 3      Chin Peng’s return to Malaysia denied 
Pages 4-6     K.G.A. Dohoo MCS – by Anne Hinam – his daughter 
Page 6       Far Eastern War Damage Claims – a reply to Sir Roger Moon’s article by Stephanie Hess 
Pages 7-9     Orion and the Evacuation of Passengers from Singapore on 31/12/41 – Researched by John Corner 
Page 10      Who pays for Evacuation in war time? – A letter from the Capt. of HMAS “Hobart” to the Naval Board in Melbourne re:  
      payment for the passage of civilian refugee- survivors of the S.S ”Kuala” from Padang in Sumatra 
Page 10      Passenger and Crew Lists from S.S Kuala and S.S Tanjong Pinang – researched by Michael Pether 
Page 11      Owen Henry Eustace – ICI Malaya Pte. Ltd. – An enquiry from Michael Pether 
Page 11      Books a) “Surviving by Magic.  The remarkable story of Fergus Anckorn, magician and survivor of the Burma-Thailand  
       Death Railway”. – by Monty Parkin. 
    b) “The Missing Years.  A POW’s Story from Changi to Hellfire Pass, 1942-45”. – by Stu Lloyd 
Pages 12-14     Diary Extracts – by Mrs. Shirley Joice 
Page 14      Websites to Visit a) http://www.usswestpoint.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=seastory&story=SheldrakeAMERICA’sFirstBorn.htm 

Evacuation story on a Westpoint website – USS Westpoint & Wakefield were evacuation ships 
                   b) http://www.north.iwm.org.uk – Exhibition at IWM North of POWs in Europe and Far East 
                   c) http://www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk – “Evacuees Section” for passenger lists from the “Kuala”  
        and “Tanjong Pinang” 
Page 15      Information Exchange a) Leslie James re: his parents’ work in pre-war Malaya – their meeting and marriage 
           b) Audrey McCormick re: ANZAC Day 2009 in Australia. 
           c) Judith Heimann re: her book “The Airmen and the Headhunters” 
Pages 15-16     Obituaries a) Brian Robert Edrich - husband of MVG member Jane Edrich and brother of FEPOW Geoffrey Edrich 
        b) Jeannette Barrett – wife of MVG member Roger Barrett 
        c) Lt.-Col. Geoffrey Sherman – Royal Marine Officer who organized the surrender of the Japanese on 12/9/45 in  
                                Singapore. 
        d) J.G. Ballard – author of “Empire of the Sun” – a fictionalized account of his internment in a POW camp. 
        e) Stephen Alexander – author of “Sweet Kwai Run Softly and a Postscript” 
         f) Maj. Martin Clemens – British Colonial Officer on Guadalcanal behind enemy lines 
Page 16      Dates for your Diary a) 15/8/09 – V-J Day Service at the NMA 
         b) 3/10/09 – Annual Lunch and Reunion – RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
          c) 8/11/09 – Remembrance Sunday – Service and march past at the Cenotaph, Whitehall. 
Page 16      MVG Subscriptions 2009 – 2010 – Thanks for payments 
Page 16      MVG Membership List 2009 – 2010 
Page 16      Contact addresses 
 
 
EDITION 20 – OCTOBER 2009 
 
Page 1      Editorial – The MVG Redefines its Aims to Reflect its Growing International Membership 
Page 2      V-J Day Service at the National Memorial Arboretum – a report by Jonathan Moffatt with photo of Memorial Stone & Wreath 
Page 2      Sponsorship Still Required for 3 Bamboo in the Memorial Garden 
Page 3      V-J Day 2010 – 65th Anniversary of the End of WW2 – Sunday 15th August 2010 
Page 3      Plans for the Expansion of the National Memorial Arboretum 
Pages 4 – 7     Orion and the Evacuation of Passengers from Singapore on 31/12/41 continued – Researched by John Corner 
Pages 8 – 9     Childhood Memories of Escape – by Patricia Wood 
Pages 10 – 16              Far Eastern War Damage Claims – By Stephanie Hess 
Page 16      RAF Memorials in St. Andrew’s Church K.L. – a message from Andrew Hwang 
Pages 17 – 18     The Missing First World War Memorial Plaque in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, K.L. – Report by Andrew Hwang 
Pages 18 - 19                    Kuala Selangor War Memorial – Found! – A Diary of Investigation by Andrew Hwang 
Page 19        When War Came to Australia – Darwin 19th February 1942 – sent by Marea Smith 
Page 20  The Socfin Bungalow and a Penang Doctor’s Wartime Legacy – Researched by Michael C. Rawlinson, Leslie A.K.James & 
 Pierre Laine 
Page 21 Construction of Monument and Gallery at Sungei Siput Estate, Perak – letter from Bill Adamson, President NMBVAA (WA) 
Page 21 CD of “The Colonel of Tamarkan.  Philip Toosey & the Bridge on the River Kwai” by Julie Summers.  Reviewed by Jonathan     

Moffatt 
Page 22 Obituaries a) Harry Arnold Hesp – Husband of Merle, active member of MVG & editor of the FEPOW Focus newsletter for  
                      Manchester & District FEPOWs.  Survivor of the “Empress of Asia”, medical orderly & civilian internee. 
       b) Douglas “Duggie” Fordyce – post-war member of McAlisters 
       c) Ted Kenna VC – Australian VC in New Guinea. 
       d) HH John Reginald Whitley – husband of Susan, MVG member 
       e) Arthur White – Hong Kong FEPOW 
        f) John Hedley – JVE and MVG member – full obituary in January 2010 
Page22  Websites a) http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/obituaries/article6611954.ece - Stephen Alexander’s ‘Times’ obituary 
      b) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/5926893/Stephen-Alexander.html - Telegraph ob 
      c) http://www.pows-of-japan.net/books.html - Diary of George Wiseman FMSVF 
      d) http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/20289/complex-will-detract-from-historic-bridge-site - Kwai 55ft.Statue  
      e) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/army-obituaries/5967882/Peter-Rhodes.html  
       f) http://www.straitstimes.com/Breaking%2BNews/Singapore/Story/STIStory_4012700.html - Maria Hertogh obit 
      g) http://www.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/6/18/north/4143448&sec=nort – Tom Turnbull’s story 
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Page 23  Books      a) “The Shrimp People”        } 
          “People of the Pear Tree” }   By Rex Shelley – a Singapore-based author.  Novels based on his experiences 
          “Culture Shock Japan”     }    of the Japanese Occupation 1942 – 1945.  Shelley died August 2009 
          “Island in the Centre”       }    http://eprints.usq.edu.au/2369/1/Wicks_Shelley.pdf  
       b) “Luke’s log” – K.D. Luke’s memoirs – Malayan Education Dept & FMSVF ”H” Force.  Google Books online. 
       c) “Forgotten Regiments: Regular and Volunteer Units of the British Far East”. By Barry Renfrew. 
       d) “Escaped Singapore – Heading Homewards”. By George Rocker 
       e) “Sandakan 1942-45. Stories of the local people who heroically helped the Australian POWs” By Doreen Hurst 
Pages 23 - 25  Information Exchange a) Yvonne Heritage re: her evacuation on the “Orion” & pre-war life in Singapore 
          b) Gerald Lindner re: Hugh Pilkington’s story “The Missing Years” mentioned in July’s A.K. 
          c) Jill Smallshaw re: her evacuation on the “Orion”, vets and other British Malayan families 
          d) Penny Dembrey re: Chin Peng story & her brother’s post-war National Service in the Emergency 
Page 25  Dates for Your Diary a) 8/11/09 – Remembrance Sunday – Cenotaph Service and March Past 
        b) 15/8/2010 – 65th Anniversary of V-J Day - Reception and Service 
        c) 2/10/2010 – London Reunion and Lunch – RAF Club 
        d) 9/10/2010 – 10/10/2010 – Researching FEPOW History Conference at the NMA 
Page 25  New Password for Newsletter online 
Page 25  Annual Accounts – sent as a separate sheet 
Page 25  Contact addresses 
Page 26  MVG London Lunch and Reunion – 3/10/09 Report by Jonathan Moffatt and photos 
 
 
EDITION 21 – JANUARY 2010 
 
Page 1 Editorial – Good Publicity for the Volunteers to start 2010 
Pages 1 & 2 Remembrance Sunday – 8/11/2009 with photos – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 2 & 3 Armistice Day in Penang – Report by Leslie A.K. James 
Page 3 Veterans Honour Fallen Heroes – at the Penang Cenotaph with photo 
Page 3 The Planter – magazine of the Incorporated Society of Planters (ISP) Info from Liz Moggie re: Roll of Honour 
Pages 4 – 7 The Scottish Company, Singapore Volunteer Corps 1922-1945 – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 7 Websites a) www.isp.org.my  the ISP website (see P.3) 
                 b) www.badanwarisan.org.my – Badan Warisan Malaysia website – The Heritage Society of Malaysia 
                 c) www.ipohworld.org  - website set up by Commander Ian Anderson RN [Retd.] – linked to MVG wesite 
     d) http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5j316nVn441RRtJ8S5beKYWVK7FLQ?index=2 – An  
         Associated Press article of Cemetery Maintenance around the Asian Region. 
Pages 8 – 10 English Music – By Becca Kenneison 
Page 11 A Postscript to the Story of “B” Coy 4/SSVF on Cluny Hill – by Andrew Hwang [See A.K. 13 for main story] 
Pages 12 – 15 Ronald Wright’s Diary – Escape from Singapore – Sent by his daughter Jill Smallshaw 
Pages 15 – 17 A Missing Chapter – By Ian Johnston 
Pages 18 - 19 Obituaries a) John Hedley JVE and MVG member 
      b) Kathleen Reeve – widow of Eric Reeve 4/SSVF, mother of Rosemary Fell and MVG member 
      c) George Wiseman – FMSVF 45 Reserve MT Coy – diary online on http://www.pows-of-japan.net/books.htm  
      d) Ian Peek – 1/SSVF Armoured Cars & author of “One Fourteenth of an Elephant” 
         e) Frank Champkin – British Army Military Police, Chairman of the Kwai Railway Memorial Group & MVG member 
       f) Enid Innes-Ker – widow of “Tam” Innes-Ker Scottish Coy 1/SSVF (diary in the IWM) & MVG member 
        g) Jimmy McWilliam – post-war lawyer in Singapore 
Pages 19 – 21 John Hedley’s Wartime Experiences – By Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 21 – 22 Information Exchange a) Jill Smallshaw – re: death of Maria Hertogh & Jill’s father’s involvement in her escape from S’pore 
         b) Patricia Guidice – re: evacuation from Padang (Sumatra) to Fremantle on the “Zaandaan” 
         c) David Wingate – re: enquiry about George Reed in NZ – son of Dr. John & Penny Reed of Perak 
         d) Michael Pether – re: reply to above enquiry 
         e) George Hess’e – re: Donations to the FMSVF Light Battery Plaque in the NMA & lapel badges. 
Pages 22 – 23 Books       a) “The Real Tenko. Extraordinary True Stories of Women Prisoners of the Japanese”.  By Mark Felton 
      b) “The Coolie Generals. Britain’s Far Eastern Military Leaders in Japanese Captivity”. By Mark Felton 
      c) “Jungle Soldier. The true story of Freddy Spencer Chapman”. By Brian Moynahan 
      d) “Malay Volunteers”. Article by Jonathan Moffatt in “Everyones’s War 
Page 23 Dates for your Diary a) Sunday 9th May 2010 – Annual Service - FEPOW Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas, Wymondham 
      b) Sunday 15th August 2010 – 65th Anniversary Service in the NMA Chapel 
      c) Saturday 2nd October 2010 – Annual Lunch & Reunion RAF Club, London. 
      d) Saturday/Sunday 9th & 10th October 2010 – RFH Conference at the NMA 
      e) Sunday 14th November 2010 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, Whitehall  
Page 24 Account details for MVG Subscriptions 2010 – 2011 
Page 24 Contact details 
 
 
EDITION 22 – APRIL 2010 
 
Page 1 Editorial – MVG Honours its Veterans on the 65th Anniversary of V-J Day/Dutch Queen Honours Rod Beattie 
Page 2 V-J Day Service – 15/8/10 – Timetable of events/cost/booking 
Page 2 Perth WA – Memorial Service Sunday 12th September 2010 – arranged by George Hess’e 
Page 2 Rod Beattie’s Award “Knight in the Order of Orange Nassau” by Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands 
Page 3 Secretary’s visit to Thailand – presentation of 2 Volunteer Plaques 
Page 3 Secretary’s Trip to Malaysia – Report by Liz Moggie on BWM talk & visits to Kuala Selangor, Malacca & Ipoh War Memorials 
Page 4 Visit to Penang by MVG Secretary – by Leslie A.K. James 
Page 4  Talk by George Hess’e to the Military History Society of WA, Australia 
Page 4 Report on the Ipoh War Memorial – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 5 FEPOW Medical History Meeting/Round Table – Report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 6 – 9 Gladys Fisher’s account of her Evacuation from Singapore – By permission of her grandson Guy Scoular 
Page 10 Robert Devadason – A Malayan Volunteer – by his son James Devadason 
Page 10 Penang Volunteers – Marsha Anson’s photo and medallion 
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Pages 11 – 14 A Vignette of Father Bourke’s Wartime Ministry – Compiled by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 14 & 15                    The Things My Mother Didn’t Tell Me – by Tony Parrini 
Pages 16 – 19 The Experiences of an Evacuee Child in South Africa – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 19 – 21 Obituaries a) Thyra Godber (nee Landon) – widow of John Godber, FMSVF Armoured Cars, mother of Jen Howe & MVG 
      b) Hunter Crawford OBE – JVE  
      c) Oliver Hartley – 1/SSVF – Uncle of Christine Cavender MVG member 
      d) Dowager Duchess of St Albans – daughter of a rubber planter & news writer in N.Africa & Italy in WW 2 
      e) Professor Fred Bachrach – Dutch FEPOW & postwar promoter of closer Anglo-Dutch ties 
      f)  Maurice Kinmouth – RAF Surgeon & FEPOW – worked with “Weary” Dunlop at Tjimahi Camp 
      g) Capt. Val Bailey – 273 Squadron Ceylon – attacked last Japanese naval raid in Indian Ocean ( under Nagumo) 
Pages 21 – 23    Books a) “In Orient Primus. A History of the Volunteer Forces in Malaya & Singapore” – by J. Moffatt & P. Riches 
                b) “Fortress Singapore. The Battlefield Guide” (1992) – by Romen Bose 
                c) “A Will for Freedom: Netaji & the Indian Independence Movement in Singapore & Southeast Asia 1942-45” R.Bose  
                d) “The End of the War: Singapore’s Liberation & the Aftermath of the Second World War” (2005) by Romen Bose. 
               e) “Secrets of the Battlebox” (2005) – by Romen Bose 
               f) “Kranji: The Commonwealth War Cemetery & the Politics of the Dead” (2006) – by Romen Bose. 
              g) “Prisoners’s Base and Home Again” – by James Benson (1957) 
              h) “That’s How it Goes” – by F.A.C. ‘Jack’ Oehlers 
               i) “The House at Ampasiet” – by Paula Kogel 
               j) “Story in Four Centuries” – by Sylvia Webber 
Page 23   Other publications a) “Gunther Pluschow: Airman, Escaper, Explorer” – by MVG member Anton Rippon 
                  b) “Cover my Defenceless Head” – by Daphne Davidson 
Pages 23 - 24  Dates for your Diary a) Sunday 9th May 2010 – Annual Service – FEPOW Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas, Wymondham 
     b) Sunday 15th August 2010 – V-J Day Service NMA for 65th Anniversary 
     c) Saturday 2nd October 2010 – Annual Lunch & Reunion, RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
     d) Saturday/Sunday 9 -10th October 2010 – RFH Conference at the NMA 
     e) Sunday 14th November 2010 – Remembrance Sunday Service at the Cenotaph, Whitehall 
Page 24   MVG Subscriptions 2010 – 2011 
Page 24   MVG Contacts – U.K, Australia & Malaysia. 
 
 
EDITION 23 – JULY 2010 
 
Page 1   Editorial – Remembrance and Thanksgiving at Alrewas on 15th August 2010 
Page 1   V-J Day Service – Sunday 15th August 
Page 2   The Annual London Reunion and Lunch – RAF Club, Piccadilly – 12 noon – 4p.m. 
Page 2   Kanchanaburi Map – designed by MVG members Jane Neilsen & Merilyn Hywel-Jones 
Page 2   News from Malaysia – sent by Andrew Hwang (MVG Secretary Malaysia) & Liz Moggie (MVG & BWM) 
Pages 3 – 5                Occupation Life – Part 2. The Moss off the Stones - by Becca Kenneison 
Page 5   The Miracle of ‘Patsy Li’ – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 6 – 11  Pte Ismail bn Karana, FMSVF 1st Malay Regiment, Selangor – sent by Ian Richardson (son-in-law & MVG member) 
Page 11   Singapore Search Light Battery, SSVF – Report by SGT. G.H. Walker - SSVF Light Battery (1945) 
Pages 12 – 13  A Story of Subterfuge, Deception & Piracy – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 13 - 14  Escape from Sumatra – Information sought by Mary Gladstone about Maj. Angus Macdonald & the fate of the SS Rooseboom 
Page 14   Extract from Lt. Owen Henman’s Liberation Questionnaire re: Commendation for the late John Hedley JVE & MVG member 
Page 14   Information Exchange a) Ian Patterson – re: more members of Tanglin School joining MVG 
        b) Penny Dembrey – re: Gladys Fisher’s evacuation & correction re: bombing of the Empress of Japan 
        c) Marsha Anson – re: identification of her father’s medallion (photo shown) 
Page 15   Report on the Anzac Day Service in Penang – by Leslie James 
Pages 15 – 16  Obituaries a) Gordon Glencross – 2/SSVF & MVG member  

 b) Dr. Goh Keng Swee – M.P & second Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore + other Ministerial Posts 
 c) Victor Shamraeff – 1/FMSVF & post-war Honorary Inspector of Police 
 d) “Robbie “ Robinson – FEPOW & post-war British Colonial Service, Borneo & Africa.  Retired to France & Borneo 
 e) Wing. Co. Lucian Ercolani – RAF India – bombing raids on Burma & Siam – later Malaya & Singapore 

       f) Duke of Hamilton – post-war RAF – flying during Malayan Emergency 
Pages 16 -17  Books a) “My Life in Four Continents” – by Noel Disney 
              b) “Waiting for the Durian. A Child’s Life as a Prisoner of War” – by Susan McCabe 
              c) “The Forgotten Highlander. My Incredible Story of Survival during the War in the Far East” – by Alistair Urquhart 
              d) “Slaughter at Sea. The Story of Japan’s Naval War Crimes” – by Mark Felton  
              e) “Bloody Shambles. Vol 1 The Drift to War to the Fall of Singapore” – by C. Shores, B. Cull & Y. Izawa 
               f) “Hurricanes versus Zeros. Air Battles Over Singapore, Sumatra and Java” – by Terence Kelly 
Pages 17 – 18  Dates for your Diary a) Sunday 15th August 2010 – V-J Day Service at the NMA 
     b) Sunday 12th September 2010 – Memorial Service in Perth WA for 65th Anniversary of Japan’s surrender 
     c) Saturday 2nd October 2010 – Annual Reunion & Lunch in London 
     d) Sat/Sun - 9th-10th October 2010 – RFH Conference, NMA, Alrewas 
     e) Sunday 14th November 2010 – Remembrance Sunday, Cenotaph , London 
Page 18   MVG Subscriptions – last reminder 
Page 18   New List of Members 2010 – 2011 
Page 18   MVG Contact addresses – U.K. Australia & Malaysia  
 
 
EDITION 24 – OCTOBER 2010 
 
Page 1   Editorial – A summer of Remembrance, Thanksgiving and Celebration 
Pages 1 & 2  V-J Day Service, 15th August 2010 – Report by Anne Hinam with addendum by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 2   50th Anniversary Memorial Service Commemorating the Cessation of the Malayan Emergency in Perth WA 
   Report by NMBVAA Chairman Bill Adamson 
Pages 2 & 3                 Memorial Service to Mark the 65th Anniversary of the signing of the Japanese Surrender on 12th September 2010 
   Report by George Hess’e 
Page 3   “Captain Jack’s” Birthday Celebrations – by kind permission of Alison Finigan, University of Otago, NZ 
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Pages 3 & 4   A Toast to “Captain Jack” – Proposed by Mick Buckenham 
Page 5   A Historic Day for Sandakan – Sunday 15th August 2010 
Page 5    Tribute to WW11 Heroes – in the presence of Australian Governor Quentin Bryce 
Page 6   Liverpool Pier Head FEPOW Memorial – An Appeal 
Pages 6 & 7  “SS Rooseboom” – Michael Pether’s reply to Mary Gladstone’s enquiry in Apa Khabar 23 
Page 8   Boy Soldiers in Malaya and on the Thailand-Burma Railway – edited by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 9 – 11  “Cover My Defenceless Head” – article under copyright by Daphne Davidson - with preface and permission by Ian Richardson 
Page 12   Eurasian “D” Company of  4/SSVF (Malacca Volunteer Corps) – Letters to The Sun newspaper in Malaysia 
Page 12   “Our Heroes’ Record Set Straight” – MVG Malaysia Secretary Andrew Hwang’s reply to The Sun’s Letter. 
Pages 13 & 14  Union Flag of Surrender in Kuala Lumpur – sent by Andrew Hwang by permission of Ivan Ho 
Page 14   Photo of Francis Light’s Gravestone in Old Penang Cemetery, Georgetown 
Page 15   Western Road Christian Cemetery, Penang 
Pages 15 & 16  Malayan Volunteer Holdings at the Imperial War Museum Department of Documents – An update by Rod Suddaby, Sept.2010 
Pages 16 & 17  “Europeans Once Played the Drums in Selangor Volunteer Band” – Article from “The Straits Times” October 1938 
Page 18   Books a) “Through the Jungle of Death” – by Stephen Brookes 
              b) “Surviving Changi: E.E Colman – A Chess Biography” – by Olimpiu G. Urcan 
              c) “A Doctor’s War” – by Rowley Richards 
              d) “Sandakan: Blood Brothers” – by Lynette Silver 
Page 18   Websites a) http://www.gg.gov.au/res/File/PDFs/honours/qb10/Media%20CSM%20(FINAL).pdf – Michael Doncaster’s Award 
    b) http://www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-Events/RHS-Show-Tatton-Park/2010/Gardens/Gardens-A-to-Z/Bamboo - Schools 
    c) http://www.highgateart.com – MVG member Bill Vowler’s daughter Gallery 
Pages 19 & 20  Information Exchange a) Jean Lips – re: V-J Day Service at the NMA on 15th August 2010 
         b) Judy & David Balcombe – re: query about Muntock Camp Cemetery & re-interment of Graves 
         c) Christine Clark – re: evacuation of her relatives from Singapore on the Aorangi 
         d) Raymond Wood – re: various articles in past newsletters and the MRNVR in particular 
         e) Audrey McCormick – re: FEPOW Ken Wadsworth & Padre Duckworth 
Pages 20 & 21  Obituaries a) Frances Francis – MVG Member and daughter of Charles Hatton Short 1/SSVF “B” Company 
     b) Arthur Titherington – Started the Japanese Labour Camp Survivors & fought for compensation & a true apology 
     c) Kwa Geok Choo – Wife of Lee Kuan Yew – former PM of Singapore 
     d) Air Commodore Pat Kennedy - Flew in Burma Campaign & searched for POW camps on Java after surrender 
     e) Lt. Com. David Foster – Flew in 2 missions to bomb Palembang oil refineries, 2nd time under attack from Japs 
Page 22   E-Mail from STUDIO LAPIS re: development of Beach Road & SSVF HQ – seeking old photos and advice on the building 
Page 23   MVG London Lunch, RAF Club, on 2nd October 2010 – Report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 23   RFH Conference at the NMA 9 & 10th October 2010 – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 24   Dates for your Diary a) Sunday 14th November 2010 – Remembrance Sunday & Cenotaph march past 
     b) February/March 2011 – Invitation to Lunch at Arundel Castle by MVG’s Patron the Duchess of Norfolk 
     c) Monday 15th August 2011 – V-J Day & Service in the MVG Memorial Garden 
     d) Saturday 8th October 2011 – London Lunch and Reunion at the RAF Club, Piccadilly  
     e) Sunday 13th November 2011 – Remembrance Sunday in London and possibly Malacca 
      f) Wednesday 15th February 2012 – Total Defence Day – 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 
Page 24   New Password for newsletters online 
Page 24   Annual Accounts – sent as a separate sheet 
Page 24   Overseas Contacts 
Page 24   U.K. Contacts 
 
 
 EDITION 25 – JANUARY 2011 
 
Page 1   Editorial – Invitation to Arundel Castle by our Patron – Exciting New Projects for 2011 – Happy New Year to All MVG Members 
Page 2   Christmas 1943 – by Sir Roger Moon 
Page 2                    Remembrance Sunday, 14th November 2010 – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 2   Remembrance Day in Penang – Report by Leslie James 
Page 3   Report on Remembrance Sunday 2010 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 3   MVG Christmas Lunch in Perth, WA, on 6th December 2010 – Report by Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 4    Proposed Memorial for the Australian War Memorial in Canberra 
Page 4   The Battle of Kampar – A new development in the attempts to preserve the battlefield site 
Page 5   Proposed Design for the Australian Volunteers’ Plaque and Plinth 
Pages 6 & 7   “Cover My Defenceless Head” – Part 2 by Daphne Davidson (By kind permission of Ian Richardson) 
Page 8    Drawing of Sime Road Internment Camp – by H.E. MacKenzie 
Pages 9 – 12  Extracts of Letters from Richard Peall – June 1941 to January 1942 Part 1 – By kind permission of Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 12   Imperial War Museum – Documents and Sounds Section 
Pages 13 – 15  The S.S. Monowai – The First Liberation Ship from Singapore to Arrive in Liverpool, England.  James Davidson’s family 
  reunited and returns home 
Page 15  Launch of the Liverpool Pier Head Repatriation Memorial Appeal 
Page 15  Development of the Former SSVF HQ at Beach Road, Singapore 
Pages 16 – 17  Obituaries a) Roger Mansell of Palo Alto, USA – outstanding historical researcher of 35,000 Allied POWs held in Japan, WW 2 
    b) Gordon Glencross – Veteran Volunteer 2/SSVF Born in England 17/4/1918 – died Sydney 8/6/2010 
            c) Peter Chopping – doctor in RAMC - cared for 500 men, Serangoon Road.  Kept a radio & tuned into BBC daily 
    d) Ron Duckenfield – RAF pilot, bombed Magwe Airfield, crashed, captured - imprisoned in notorious Rangoon Jail. 
    e) Havildar Lachhiman Gurung, VC – won VC in Burma & battled with Joanna Lumley for permission to live in U.K. 
    f)  Dr. Ian Noble – son of member Rod Noble, killed in a road accident 
Page 18  Air Force Memorial – Sungei Besi Airbase Museum – Report by Andrew Hwang 
Page 18  Post-War Compensation – A request from Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 18  Corrections to spellings of Estate Names in the Article in the October Edition entitled “Europeans Once Played the Drums…” 
Page 18  Photo of the 3rd Battalion FMSVF (Negri Sembilan) – sent by Peter Windsor asking for names 
Page 19  Ipoh War Memorial, Perak – Report by Bill Adamson MVG & NMBVAA 
Page 19  MVG Plaque – Presentation of MVG Plaques to the TBRC & Changi Museum & Details of how to order plaques 
Page 20  Websites to visit:- 

a) http://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/2010/10/20/wartime-prison-camp-was-best-start-in-life-
says-coventry-man-92746-27511330/ - Don Newman’s Story - a Veteran Volunteer 
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b) http://singaporeevacuation1942.blogspot.com/  Some vivid Singapore Evacuation footage 4th screen down 
c)     http://standrewschurch.org.my/2010/11/13/remembrance-sundayunstick-after14-nov-2010/  - in Malaysia 
d)     http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/medicine-obituaries/8160649/Peter-Chopping.html - Full obit 
e)     http://www.herberthistory.co.uk/cgi-bin/sitewise.pl?act=det&pt=&p=236&id=herbhis – Lt. Herbert FMSVF (Ipoh) 
f)      http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/i-knew-he-was-a-fraud-in-three-seconds-20101221-1944.html - 
         Lynette Ramsay Silver & Di Elliot expose “Rex” Crane’s claim to be a Kedah Volunteer 
g)     http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=%2F2010%2F8%2Flifefocus%2F6746729&sec=lifefocus – story 
        of how local Chinese, Malay & Indian drivers & mechanics were recruited to serve in China & Burma in 1939 

Page 20 & 21  Books:- 
a) “The Flamboya Tree.  A family’s war-time courage” - by Clara Olink Kelly 
b) “In the Shadow of the Rising Sun” – by Mary Thomas 
c) “Surviving Tenko.  The Story of Margot Turner” – by Penny Starns 
d) “Railway of Hell.  War, Captivity and Forced Labour at the Hands of the Japanese” – by Reginald Burton 
e) “Penang at War: A History of Penang During and Between the 1st & 2nd WWs 1914 – 1945” – by A. Barber 

Page 21   Dates for your Diary:-  
a) Wednesday 16th March 2011 – Guided Tour & Lunch at Arundel Castle 
b) Sunday 8th May 2011 – Annual Service at the FEPOW Memorial Church in Wymondham, Norfolk 
c) Saturday 4th June 2011 – Suggested Spring Meeting of the MVG at the NMA 
d) Monday 15th August 2011 – V-J Day Service 
e) Saturday 8th October 2011 – London Reunion and Lunch at the RAF Club, Piccadilly 
f) Sunday 13th November 2011 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in London 
g) Wednesday 15th February 2012 – Service of Remembrance on the 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 

Page 22   MVG Subscriptions – due April 2011 
Page 22   Newsletters – back copies on the website with password “dindings” until August 2011 
Page 22   Memorial Service at St. Martin’s Church, Noranda, on 12th September 2010 
Page 22   Overseas and U.K. contact details 
 
 
EDITION 26 – APRIL 2011 
 
Page 1   Editorial – A Memorable Day at Arundel Castle with our Patron 
Page 2   Important Notice for Australian Members of the MVG 
Page 2   “Abide with Me” – arrangement in 4 parts by Lisa Ho 
Pages 2 & 4  Report on the Talk at BWM on the Malayan Volunteer Air Force – by Liz Moggie 
Page 3   Music Score of the 4 part arrangement of the hymn “Abide with Me” 
Page 4   Secretary’s Talk in George Town, Penang – Leslie James 
Pages 4 & 5  Returning to the U.K. on S.S. Sarpedon in 1945 – by John Hay 
Page 5    Dato’ Anthony Cooper – receiving his award from the Sultan of Negri Sembilan 
Pages 5 & 6  “Manning the Buses” – by J.G. Cornwell 
Pages 7 – 9  A Visit to Malaysia’s North East Coast – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 9   Hotel Guide to the North East Coast – by Christine Cavender 
Page 10   New Straits Times report on the erosion of the North East Coastline 
Page 10   Update from Rod Suddaby at the IWM 
Pages 11 – 14  Extracts of Letters from Richard Peall - September – November 1941 Part 2 – by kind permission of Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 15   Barbara Everard – Sussex Artist & one of the World’s Leading Botanical Painters 
Page 16   Report on the UBF in the Borneo Herald – 31st January 2011 
Page 16                  Singapore Heritage Society – “The Adam Park Project” 
Page 17   Information Exchange:- 

a) Eileen Wright re: FMSVF Grave on the Isle of Man; Books & members 
b) Liz Moggie re: Another Singapore Evacuation on the Lye Ee Moon 
c) Jonathan Moffatt re: The Hobblets – a family with a cabaret act 

Pages 17 & 18  Website to Visit:- 
a) http://www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk/node/42 - Arundel Castle visit Photographs 
b) http://en.wikipedia.org/wik/Tanjong_Pagar_railway_station - Info on Singapore Railway Station 
c) http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/fate-of-historic-train-station-stirs-nostalgia-in-singapore-

2109127.html - Article about keeping Singapore Keppel Road Railway Station 
d) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3oy2Ag6QcE&feature=related – Video about Singapore Railway Station 
e)  http://www.captivememories.org.uk/ - Meg Parkes’ new website for Liverpool Dept. of Tropical Medicine 
f) www.otago.ac.nz/alumni - University of Otago – March copy of the University Magazine 
g) http://www.thestaronline.com/news/story.asp?file=/2011/1/5/nation/7734324&sec+nation – Bandar Hilir School 
h) http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/you/article-1362571/Julie-Summers-talks-evacuees-Second-World-War-life-

changing-experiences.html - Julie Summers’ new book (See Book Section) 
Pages 18 – 20  Obituaries:- 

a) Richard Yardley – Veteran Volunteer FMSVF Signals Section 15/12/1915 – 1/2/2011 
b) Tun Ibrahim Ismail – SOE Officer, Force 136 – operated behind Jap lines, captured but acted as double agent 
c) Anthony Brooke –last member of the ‘White Rajahs’ to rule Sarawak 
d) Cynthia Missal & Glenn Edmonds – Veteran Volunteer George Hess’e’s sisters-in-law 
e) Chris Buckingham – planned to escape from Changi by stealing a plane – post-war studied medicine 
f) Jack Plant – medical orderly on Sumatra Railway – built section of it in NMA dedicated to POWs & Romushas 
g) Len Harrop – supervisor of CWGC at Hodogaya, Japan for over 50 years. 
h) Diana Geddes – volunteered as a nurse in Burma aged 16 at an aid station until it became front line 

Pages 20 & 21  Books:- 
a) “When the Children Came Home.  Stories of Wartime Evacuees” – by Julie Summers 
b) “Slaves of the Sons of Heaven” – by Roy Whitecross 
c) “Priest in Prison” – by John Hayter 
d) “Memories of Malaya” – by June Meyer 
e) “Children of the Camps.  Japan’s last forgotten victims” – by Mark Felton 
f) “The Final Betrayal.  Mountbatten, McArthur and the tragedy of Japanese POWs” – by Mark Felton 

Page 22   London Reunion & Lunch – NEW DATE Saturday 29th OCTOBER 2011 
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Page 22   Dates for your Diary:- 
a) Sunday 8th May 2011 – Annual Service at the FEPOW Memorial Church in Wymondham, Norfolk 
b) Saturday 4th June 2011 – Spring meeting at the NMA 
c) Monday 15th August 2011 – V-J Day Service at the NMA 
d) Saturday 29th October 2011 – Annual Reunion and Lunch in London – RAF Club, Piccadilly 
e) Sunday 13th November 2011 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in Whitehall, London 
f) Wednesday 15th February 2012 – 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 

Page 22   MVG Subscriptions 
Page 22   Newsletter password for website 
Page 22   Contact addresses – overseas and UK 
 
 
EDITION 27 – JULY 2011 
 
Page 1   Editorial – Australia honours Rod Beattie – Introducing “Anak Apa Khabar” in Australia – New MVG Membership Cards 
Page 2   MVG Australia – Luncheon in Perth WA, on 11th April 2011 – Report by Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 2   Anak Apa Khabar (Child of Apa Khabar) – introduction of the new Australian newsletter 
Page 2   Order of Australia Medal – Awarded to Rod Beattie 
Page 2   MVG Memorial Garden – Gardening Day on 9th July 2011 
Page 3   “Where our Nation Remembers” – Stakeholders meeting at the NMA, 17th May 2011 – Report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 3   Memorial to the Australian Members of the Malayan Volunteer Forces 
Page 4   Liverpool Pier Head Repatriation Memorial Appeal 
Page 4   The FEPOW Bamboo garden in Wirral 
Page 4   Website goes live – latest from the FEPOW Education Project 
Pages 4 & 5  Oral History Project – YMBVA Forgotten Conflicts of the Far East 
Page 5   The Not Forgotten Association 
Page 5   Singapore Heritage Society – Passive Defence: Role of Civilians in the Defence of Malaya & Singapore in WW 2 – Dr. Liew 
Pages 6 – 13  Visit to Muntock on Bangka Island, April 2011 – Report by Judy Balcombe 
Page 13   Mail Box – Chowkidar Vol. 12 No:3 Spring 2010  - BACSA Report on Muntock Cemetery 
Page 14   Continuing the History of the “Ulysses” – an account of her early life 
Page 14   “Nestor” – A Blue Funnel Liner & Sister Ship to the “Ulysses” 
Pages 15 – 19  Extracts of letters from Richard Peall – December 1941 – February 1942, Part 3 – by kind permission of Elizabeth Bunney 
Pages 19 – 20  Official Letters to the Peall Family concerning the fate of Richard Peall 
Page 20   The Wartime Experiences of James Carlisle – by kind permission of Hamish Carlisle 
Page 21   Information Exchange:- 

a) Neill Aitken re: Re-development os the SSVF HQ in Beach Road, Singapore 
b) Velvet Douglas re: information wanted about Robert Guy Young by Drew Davidson 
c) Sheila Ellis re: her father and grandfather Frank & Walter Vanrenen 
d) David Duncan re: the evacuation of his great aunts on the “Tanjong Pinang” & their lives in Malaya 
e) Yvonne Wurtzburg re: her evacuation on the Lye Ee Moon in reply to Liz Moggie’s enquiry about the ship 

 
Pages 22 & 23  Books:- 

a) “The Kotal Route Sketches: Royal Society Kinabulu Expedition 1964” – sketches by E.J.H Corner 
b) “The Barbed Wire University. The Real Lives of POWs in WW 2” – by Midge Gillies, reviewed by Jon Moffatt 
c) “The Road to Singapore.  Diary of Basil Walker-Taylor Dec 1941 – Feb 1942 – edited by Paddy Walker-Taylor 
d) “Malayan Spymaster. Memoirs of Boris Hembry” – reviewed by Bill Adamson 
e) “Stolen Childhoods: The Untold Story of Children Interned by the Japanese in WW 2” – by Nicola Tyler 
f) “Women Beyond the Wire. A Story of Prisoners of the Japanese 1942 – 1945” – by L. Warner & J. Sandilands 
g) “My Life. Chronicles of a Wartime Pilot & Other Stories” – autobiography by Lim Kean Chong 
h) “A Cloistered War” – by Maisie Duncan 

Pages 23 – 25  Obituaries:- 
a) Inglis Goodfellow – husband of Rhona (nee McLeod) MVG member & father of Louise & Andrew 
b) Penny Brewis – MVG member  
c) Mother of Ian Johnston – MVG member 
d) Dorothy Alexander – widow of Norman Alexander LDC Sungei Buloh 
e) Arthur Dunstan – Veteran Volunteer with 4/FMSVF 
f) Professor Leslie Audus – RAFVR & POW in Java and on Haruku Island 
g) Geoff Fisken – NZ RAF credited with destroying the most enemy aircraft 
h) Lt. Tul Bahadur Pun VC – Gurkha who served in Burma with the 2nd Chindit Expedition, winning his VC there 
i) Sir Henry Leach – Admiral of the Fleet & son of Capt J.C. Leach, commander of the “Prince of Wales “ in 1941 

Page 25   Singapore – 70th Anniversary of the Surrender on 15th February 1942 
Page 25   The London Reunion & Lunch – Saturday 29th October 2011 – final reminder 
Page 25   New Membership Cards & Up-to-date List of Members – July 2011 to July 2012 
Page 26   MVG Subscriptions – final reminder 
Page 26   Dates for your Diary:- 

a) Monday 15th August 2011 – V-J Day Service in the MVG Memorial Garden at the NMA at noon 
b) Saturday 29th October 2011 – Annual Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club, Piccadilly 
c) Thursday 10th November 2011 – Cross Planting Ceremony and Service at Westminster Abbey 
d) Sunday 13th November 2011 – Remembrance Sunday, Service & March Past at the Cenotaph 
e) Tuesday 14th February 2012 – Service to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore  

Page 26   Newsletter – new password for the website 
Page 26   Contact addresses for UK and overseas 
 
 
EDITION 28 – OCTOBER 2011 
 
Page 1   Editorial – Captain David Nelson’s Lost Records Found – Muntok Memorials – Remembering the Australian Volunteers 
Page 2   V-J Day Service – Monday 15th August 2011 – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 2   Merdeka Day Service – a  report by George Hess’e 
Pages 3- 4                 The Discovery of Captain David Nelson’s Missing Papers 
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Page 4   Who was Captain David Nelson? – Information taken from the New Zealand Dominion Post 
Page 5   Muntok Memorials 
Page 5   King’s Park Memorial to the Australian Volunteers 
Pages 6 – 10  The Life and Times of N.H. Hobbs 
Page 10   Drawing of the Badminton Final at Palembang Jail October 15th 1942 
Page 11   The Adventurous Life of Anne Vanrenen 
Pages 11 - 12                 Guy Meldrum Brand – Major 2/FMSVF 
Page 12   Websites to visit 

a)   http://www.researchingfepowhistory.org.uk/pdfs/TimesArticle30July2011.pdf - Times report on Nelson papers 
 b)   http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/5433037/Prisoners-secret-war-dossier - NZ Dominion Post’s report on Nelson ,, 
c)   http://www.straitstimes.com/BreakingNews/Singapore/Story/STIStory_700578.html Tay Ah Soey’s obituary 
d)  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2038221/Amazing-sketches-British-PoWs-held-Japanese-camp-
revealed-ex-prisoner-takes-Antiques-Roadshow.html – Antiques Road Show FEPOW Sketches by John Mennie   

Page 13   Report by C.P. Edwards of Thorneycrofts, on the Family’s Escape from Singapore – by permission of Patricia Giudice. 
Page 14   Patricia Giudice’s additions to her father’s report 
Pages 14 – 16  An interview with 1st Lt. W.B. “Bill” Bevis MRNVR – by permission of Audrey Holmes McCormick 

a)   Part 1 - Raffles 
 b)  Part 2 – Escape Story 

 
Pages 16 – 17  Information Exchange:- 

a) Penny Dembrey re:  Barbara Everard’s drawings of the Malacca Colours 
b) Bob Brewis re:  thanks for Penny’s obituary in the July 2011 newsletter 
c) Tony Parrini re:  Discovery of what happened to Margery Gould after the death of J.B. Gould 
d) Neal Hobbs re:  the book “Waiting for the Durian” 

Page 17   Pot Pourri – Pam Ayres connection with the mapping of the Batu Caves while she was in the WRAF 
Pages 18 – 19  Obituaries:- 

a) Stanley Jewkes – Post-war Architect & Author; Pre-war PWD in Malaya; Lt. FMSVF & survivor of SS Kuala 
b) Tay Ah Soey – rescued 62 from a boat bombed by the Japanese in 1942 
c) Major Bruce Kinloch – awarded MC in Burma 
d) Capt. Douglas Stobie – torpedo officer on the Saumarez which sank the Haguro in 1945 in the Malacca Straits 
e) Albert Brown – oldest survivor of the Bataan Death March 

Page 20   Books:- 
a) “Autobiography: Helen Mary Piper” – compiled by Caroline Goulden, her granddaughter 
b) “That’s How it Goes: The Way of the 90-yr Life Journey of a Singapore Eurasian” – by F.A.C. “Jock” Oehlers 

Page 20   Bookshop for second hand/privately published books:- 
    For Sale:  “The Amonohasidate or the Gate of Heaven” – by Richard Yardley.  Proceeds to MVG Funds 
Page 21   70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore – February 2012.  Plans for attendance by MVG members. 
Page 21   The Netherlands-Malaysia Association – by Drs Pim ten Hoorn 
Pages 21 – 22  Dates for your Diary:- 

a) Saturday 15th October 2011 – Unveiling of Repatriation Memorial Plaque in Liverpool 
b) Saturday 29th October 2011 – London Reunion and Lunch, RAF Club, Piccadilly 
c) Thursday 10th November 2011 – Service at Westminster Abbey & Cross Planting Ceremony 
d) Sunday 13th November 2011 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past in Whitehall 
e) Wednesday 15th February 2012 – 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 
f)  Saturday & Sunday 8th - 9th September 2012  - 4th International RFH Conference Alrewas 

Page 22   Annual Accounts 
Page 22   Reminder of new Password for Access to Newsletters online. 
Page 22   Contact Addresses for U.K. & overseas. 
 
 
EDITION 29 – JANUARY 2012 
 
Pages 1 - 2  Editorial – The Fall of Singapore 15th February 1942 – We remember those who died and suffered as FEPOWs 70 years ago 
Pages 3 – 4  The Presentation of Plaques: 

a) Muntok 
b) Memorial to the Australian Volunteers 

Page 5   Liverpool Pier Head FEPOW Repatriation Memorial Dedication and Unveiling – 15/10/2011.  Report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 5 - 6  Report on MVG London Lunch 29th October 2011 
Page 6   Report on MVG Malaysia’s Informal Lunches by Andrew Hwang 
Page 6   Report on MVG Australia’s Lunch at Fremantle by Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 7   Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2011.  Report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 8   Report on Remembrance Sunday, 13th November 2011 in K.L.,  Malaysia, by Andrew Hwang 
Pages 8 – 9  Remembrance Day Ceremony in Penang 2011.  Report by Leslie James 
Page 9   Russian “Zhemchug” Ceremony at Western Road Cemetery, George Town Penang – 28th October 2011 
Page 9   Inauguration of the Newly Restored “Sook Ching” Memorial at Ayer Itam – Penang 
Pages 9 – 11  Pat Garden and the Pudu Executions – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 11   R.J.Paterson “Pat” Garden FNZIE  MICE  AMISE  MNZIS.  Obituary by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 12 – 14  The Last Days of Freedom, Singapore to Sumatra – 15th Feb to 17th March – from the Diary of John Hedley JVE & 1st Mysores 
Page 15   The Malayan Civil Service – by Roderick MacLean MCS & other colleagues, published in the “Overseas Pensioner” 
Page 15   Roderick MacLean MCS  
Page 15   Websites to visit:- 

a) http://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/Japanese-prisoner-war-unveil-tribute-survivors/story-13520403-
detail/story.htm - Maurice Naylor who spoke at the Dedication Service to unveil memorial to Repatriation Ships  

b) http://www.picasaweb.google.com/102179612329317550658/RepatriationMemorialDay?feat=flashalbum# - 
Photos of above event 

c) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/8894964/Dulcie-Gray.html - Telegraph obit for Dulcie Gray 
d) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/newstopics/world-war-2/8940665/ASt-last-a-memorial-to-the-forgottren-heroes-ofg-

Britains-Pearl-Harbour.html - Force Z memorial in NMA to men from the HMS Prince of Wales & HMS Repulse 
e) http://www.kinokuniya.com.sg/membersite/2c4c27991724d4d70b1a202580bef74d1211/review_ 

frenchspore.html – details about the book “The French in Singapore reviewed on P.20  
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Pages 16 – 18  Information Exchange:- 
a) Gerald Bruce-Smith re: his father Donald Bruce-Smith’s escape on the “Kuala” & rescue, & return to Singapore 
b) June Jackson re: her father E.G. Hebditch’s memoirs & imprisonment by the Kempeitai on the “Double Tenth” 
c) Terry de Souza re: working for Captain David Nelson at the Singapore Improvement Trust 
d) Neal Hobbs re: the Grisoni badminton sketch showing his father in the final 
e) Pippa Schmiegelow re: correction to the article in Oct 2011 about her mother Anne Vanrenen 
f) George Hess’e re: photo of George with the Communists before joining Force 136 
g) Ex-POW & RA News Bulletin re: George’s escape from Changi & subsequent war experiences 
h) Susan Rutherford re: the Australian Ex-POW & RA Association’s annual lunch. 

Pages 18 – 21  Books:- 
a) “The Fight for Malaya.  The Jungle War of Maurice Cottrill.” – by R.W. Holder 
b) “Playing for Malaya.  A Eurasian Family in the Pacific War.” – by Rebecca Kenneison 
c) “Charles Joseph Pemberton Paglar.” – by Chia Joseph Yoeng Jia 
d) “Escape from Hong Kong: Admiral Chan Chak’s Christmas Day Dash, 1941.” – by Tim Luard 
e) “The French in Singapore.” – by Maxine Pilon & Daniele Weiler 
f) “Im Herzen Waren Wir Indonesier.  The Diary of Gret Surbak.”  
g) “Deadly Secrets.  The Singapore Raids 1942 – 1945.” – by Lynette Ramsey Silver 
h) “Keep the men alive.  Australian POW doctors in Japanese Captivity.” –  by Rosalind Hearder 
i) “Unsung Ordinary Men.  A Generation Like No Other.” – by Sally Dingo 
j) “Scorpion on the Ceiling.  A Scottish Colonial Family in South East Asia.” – by Roddy Martine 
k) “An Awkward Truth.  The Bombing of Darwin February 1942.” – by Peter Grose 
l) “Healing in Hell.  The memoirs of a Far Eastern POW Medic.” – by Ken Adams 
m) “Captivity, Slavery and Survival as a Far East POW.  The Conjuror on the Kwai.”  By Peter Fyans 

Pages 22 – 23  Obituaries:- 
a) Richard Middleton-Smith – MCS, Veteran Volunteer (1/SSVF) Post-war helped to crack down on corruption 
b) Ismail bin Karana – Veteran Volunteer (2/FMSVF) father-in-law of Ian Richardson 
c) Rosemary Lloyd-Williams – MVG member & daughter of Thomas Edward Upton  
d) Shirley Joice – married an Australian tin miner in 1941 
e) Dulcie Gray – born in K.L. – actress and writer & married to actor Michael Dennison 
f) Peter Tindley – SOE saboteur & ISLD member 
g) John Pratt – FEPOW 
h) Ronald Searle – FEPOW, author and cartoonist extraordinaire 
i) Guy Madoc – FMS Police Force & Changi POW and Bird Watcher, publishing many papers and books. 

 
Page 24   Dates for your Diary:- 

a) 70th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore – 12th-18th February 2012  Week of Events with Kranji Service 15/2/12 
b) Sunday 12th February 2012 – Service in Ely Cathedral to commemorate the Fall of Singapore. 
c) Wednesday 15th August 2012 – V-J Day Service in MVG memorial Garden at the NMA 
d) Saturday & Sunday 8th & 9th September 2012 – 4th International Researching FEOW History Conference 
e) Saturday 20th October 2012 – London Annual Reunion and Lunch at RAF Club Piccadilly 
f) Sunday 11th November 2012 – Remembrance Sunday in London 

Page 24   Contact Addresses for the U.K. and Overseas. 
 
 
EDITION 30 – APRIL 2012 
 
Page 1   Editorial – MVG members remember 15th February in Singapore and present plaques in Australia and Sumatra 
Page 2   Newspaper reports relating to the 70th anniversary of 15th February 1942 in Singapore and Malaysia 
Page 3   Australian Newspaper Reports relating to Singapore, the Bombing of Darwin and East Timor 
Page 4   The Story of ‘Force Z’ member Scobell McFerran-Rogers and “Operation Raven.” –  compiled by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 4   Yorkshire Malaya & Borneo Veterans’ Association – digitally recorded interviews with veterans 
Page 5   H.M.S. Tandjong Pinang print by David Wingate – for sale to MVG members with proceeds to MVG funds. 
Page 5    70th Anniversary of the Escape of 4 children from Singapore on 31st December 1941 on the Lyeemoon – by Yvonne Wurtzburg 
Pages 6 – 7  Walter Peter Richard Allcock – the story of his war as Sgt. 1/FMSVF, & post-war work in South Africa. 
Page 7   Communication with Home – found in the Singapore NA, strange regulations to POWs about sending postcards home 
Pages 8 – 10  The Last Days of Freedom, Singapore to Sumatra – 15th February to 17th March by John Hedley JVE & 1st Mysores 
Pages 11 – 13  Information Exchange:- 

a) Michael Pether re: the 70th anniversary of the sinking of the S.S. Kuala & Japanese invasion of Tanjong Pinang 
b) Penny Dembrey re: Her escape with her mother & brother from Singapore on 31st January 1942 
c) John Corner re: Chua Ho Ann, mentioned in his father’s book “The Marquis – a tale of Syonan-to” 
d) Judy Balcombe re: an e-mail from a relative of an Australian nurse imprisoned on Bangka Island & Palembang 
e) Anne Hinam re: an article about her father featured in “Who do you think you are” by Midge Gillies 
f) Peter Bampton re: a report in the Daily Express about his grandparents who were imprisoned in Changi Jail 
g) Henry Langley re: the evacuation of his family on the USS West Point from Singapore 

Page 13   Did You Know? – Nick Clegg’s mother was a child internee in Camp Tjideng with MVG member Pauline Berkhout 
Pages 13 – 14  Obituaries:- 

a) Dr. Nowell Peach – medical officer in Batavia who kept notes on “Burning feet” syndrome & gave barium meals 
b) Maurice Humphrey – MVG member who helped MVG in the NMA with its plot & made 2 plaques for the plot 
c) John Chesshire – MC awarded in Burma working with the RAMC 
d) Capt.Peter Doresa – fought at Kohima & awarded an MC 
e) Raymond Hands – awarded an MC during the Malayan Emergency 
f) Lt.-Col Oscar Palmer – also awarded an MC in the Malayan Emergency 
g) 11th Lord Suffield – awarded an MC during the Malayan Emergency 

Pages 14 – 16  Books:- 
a) ”Deadly Secrets. The Singapore Raids 1942 – 1945” – by Lynette Ramsay Silver 
b) “Singapore at War.  The Secrets from the Fall, Liberation and Aftermath of WW11” – by Romen Bose 
c) “The Emperor’s Irish Slaves:  Prisoners of the Japanese During the Second World War” – by Robert Widders 
d) “Love from Daddy.  Messages from Singapore” – by Pamela Robinson Baillie 
e) “Fall of Singapore” – by Justin and Robin Corfield 
f) “70 Days to Hell” – by Arthur Lane 
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g) “Battle for Singapore.  Fall of the Impregnable Fortress” – Produced by the National Archives of Singapore 
h) “Singapore 1942.  Britain’s Greatest Defeat” – by Alan Warren 
i) “Jungle Soldier” – by Brian Moynahan 
j) “The Gispert Story” – by Joe Wendell 

Page 16   Announcement of the Engagement of Bill Adamson and MVG Australia Secretary Elizabeth Bunney 
Page 16   NMA Development update 
Page 16   Dates for your Diary: 

a) Wednesday 15th August 2012 – V-J Day Service at the NMA in the MVG Memorial Garden 
b) Saturday & Sunday 8th & 9th September – 4th RFH Conference – CANCELLED 
c) Saturday 20th October 2012 – London Reunion and Lunch at RAF Club, Piccadilly 
d) Thursday 8th November 2012 – Service at Westminster Abbey & Cross Planting Ceremony 
e) Sunday 11th November 2012 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph 

Page 16   Subscriptions – NOW DUE 
Page 16   Contact Addresses for the U.K and Overseas 
 
          
EDITION 31 – JULY 2012  
 
Page 1   Editorial – The MVG congratulates HM The Queen on her Diamond Jubilee and celebrates with her.  Let us not forget 15/2/42 
Pages 2 – 3  The Last Days of Freedom, Singapore to Sumatra – 15th February to 17th March by John Hedley JVE & 1st Mysores 
Pages 4 – 5  RAF Ingenuity in Singapore in WW11 – an unpublished episode by Mary Harris 
Pages 5 – 7  Letter from Charles Edwards – An Australian POW in Pudu Gaol – in reply to an article by Audrey McCormick A.K. 29 Ps 9-11 
Pages 8 – 9  Last Days of Singapore – From an account written by James M. Scoular in Changi Jail -  by permission of his son Guy Scoular 
Pages 10 – 11                The Hospital Orderly – by kind permission of Peter Bampton – grandson of Major Donald & Isobel Grist. 
Page 12                 Singapore Island – Feb 1942 – original unpublished intro to Geoffrey Mowat’s book by permission of Alison Brierley (daugh ter) 
Pages 13 – 16  Extracts from Notes made by Jean Hembry 1981/82 to compliment “Malayan Spymaster” – permission by son John Hembry 
Page 17   Photo of SRA[V] Reunion – Fletching 3/5/85 – by permission of Audrey McCormick 
Page 17   Portraits of Palembang Military POWs 1942 – 45 – Information supplied by Bill Bourke in New Zealand 
Page 18   Traitors at the Heart of Wartime Government – from info by Aldrich & Best [Warwick Univ] & Yvonne Wurtzburg [Seki ‘s book] 
Page 19   Caricature of AVM C.W.H. Pulford; Photo of him inspecting MVAF trainees; & Cigarette Card of a Singapore Volunteer Corps 
Page 20   USS West Point: list of passengers evacuated from Singapore 30/1/42 – compiled by Henry Langley 
Page 20   The Blue Book – Directory of Malaya for 1929, 1932, 1941 with names of Volunteer Officers – Andrew Hwang 
Page 21   The Church of St. George the Martyr, Penang - Church Registers for Marriage, Baptism & Burial for some years only 
Pages 21 – 22  Books:- 

a) “The Quiet Heroes: British Merchant Seamen at War 1939 – 1945” – by Bernard Edwards 
b) “The Barbed-Wire University” – by Midge Gillies 
c) “Sandakan – A Conspiracy of Silence” – by Lynette Ramsay Silver 
d) “Destiny Malaya” – by Peter Stock 
e) “Log Across the Road” – by Sheila Ross 
f) “ Deadly Secrets”  (Jaywick & Rimau Raids) – by Lynette Ramsay Silver 
g) “The Devil’s Doctors. Japanese Human Experiments on Allied POWs” – by Mark Felton 
h) “Japan’s Gestapo. Murder, Mayhem & Torture in Wartime Asia” – by Mark Felton 

Pages 22 – 23  Obituaries:- 
a) John M. Gullick -  MVG member; anthropologist, lawyer, businessman, author & eminent historian of Malaysia 
b) Roy Thurling – Veteran FMSVF 
c) Betty Evans – wife of Tom Evans SRA[V] 
d) Clarissa Vowler – wife of Bill Vowler MVG member 
e) Les Puckering – 155th LYFR & FEPOW 
f) Lionel Savery – intelligence officer in post-war Malaya Emergency 
g) Wg-Cdr Bill Foulsham – MCS post-war, DO & Special Branch in Sarawak 
h) Henry Qualtrough - Bomb Disposal Engineer in Penang post-war 

Page 24   Dates for your Diary: 
a) Wednesday 15th August 2012 – V-J Day Service in the MVG Memorial Garden at the NMA 
b) Wednesday 19th September 2012 – An Afternoon at the Theatre with the RFH Group 
c) Saturday 20th October 2012 – London Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club Piccadilly 
d) Thursday 8th November 2012 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
e) Sunday 11th November 2012 - Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in Whitehall 
f) Sunday 19th May 2013 – Annual Service of Remembrance at the FEPOW Church in Wymondham, Norfolk 
g) 12th September 2015 – 70th Anniversary of the signing of the Surrender by the Japanese in Singapore 

Page 25   Annual Lunch and Reunion – a reminder to book early 
Page 25   H.M.S. Tandjong Pinang – sale of signed prints by David Wingate – with proceeds to MVG Funds 
Page 26   MVG Subscriptions – a thank you to all who have paid, and a reminder to those who still owe their subs 
Page 26   Newsletters online – new password “careyisland” 
Page 26   Map of Singapore – as it was in 1941 – 1945 – produced by Jane Nielsen.  Copyright to the Changi Museum 
Page 26   St Andrew’s Cathedral – role of the Cathedral in wartime & celebration of the 150th anniversary of its Consecration. 
Page 26    Hot off the Press – The Adam Park Project Take 2 newsletter – search for the Chapel, Bukit Brown & Sime Road camp dig 
Page 26   Contact Addresses for the U.K. & Overseas. 
 
 
EDITION 32 – OCTOBER 2012 
 
Page 1   Editorial – 70th Anniversary of Fall of Singapore remembered on V-J Day; Royal Jubilee Tea Party, K.L; RFH Conference 
Page 2   V-J Day Service at NMA, 15th August 2012 – Report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 2   “An Ode to Fallen Heroes” – New Straits Times, Thursday 16th August 2012 – V-J Day in Penang 
Page 3   The Diamond Jubilee Tea Party in K.L. – report by Andrew Hwang 
Pages 3 – 4  “An Afternoon at the Theatre” – report by Jonathan Moffatt on the RFH 1-day Conference in Liverpool Medical Institution 
Page 4   September News Update on the Adam Park Project – Jon Cooper 
Pages 5 – 7  Life in Pudu after the Escape – by Charles Edwards 
Page 6   Plan of Pudu Gaol 
Page 7   To the River Findhorn – poem by Dr. Patrick M. Kirkwood when a FEPOW – by permission of his daughter Imogen Holmes 
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Page 8   General Sir Robert Ouvry Lindfield Roberts’s Signature – an investigation by Chung Chee Min 
Pages 9 – 11  Extracts from Notes made by Jean Hembry 1981/82 – by permission of her son John Hembry 
Page 12 - 13                 Photo of the FMSVF Perak [1/FMSVF] battalion – sent by John Hembry – with some names 
Page 13   Photo of the Officers of the Perak Battalion – sent by John Hembry – with some names 
Page 13   Book websites to visit 
Pages 14 - 15  Volunteer Medics – by Paul Riches 
Page 16   Copy of Neal Hobbs’ 21st Birthday Card – made in Belalau Camp N.E.I. & signed by all the camp inmates 
Page 17   List of names on Neal Hobbs’ 21st Birthday card 
Page 17   Books:- 

a) “Within Changi Walls: a record of civilian internment in WW2” – by George Peet 
b) “Captive Audience/Captive Performers: Music & Theatre as Strategies for Survival on  Burma-Siam Railway” 

Pages 17 – 18  “Search for a Jonah” – C. Gjertsen’s account of his return home after the war – by permission of his daughter Heather Gore 
Pages 19 – 22  Obituaries:- 

a) Emeritus Professor John Mackie – Veteran 1/FMSVF Volunteer & mining engineer in Malaya & N.Z. 
b) George L. Hess’e – Veteran 2/FMSVF Light Battery Volunteer & Force 136 
c) John Brown – a founder member of MVG & outstanding researcher & historian of the Malayan Volunteers 
d) Peter Dunstan – Royal Marine PLY/X3813 & FEPOW 
e) Major Philip Malins  - awarded an MC in postwar Saigon 
f) Steve Cairns – FEPOW and Welfare Adviser to the NFFCA 
g) Lt. Col. Gretton Foster DSO & MC – SOE Officer with “V” Force in Burma 
h) Jack Osborne – served with Chindits under “Mad Mike Calvert” & commanded a force of Nigerian convicts 
i) Maj-Gen. Dick Gerrard-Wright – served on post-war Malaya 
j) Lt.-Gen. Sir David House MC  - served in Penang post-war, c/o of the Green Jackets in Penang 
k) Peter Burchett – son of James Burchett a veteran Volunteer and FEPOW 

Page 22   H.M.S. Tandjong Pinang – sale of signed prints by David Wingate  - with proceeds to MVG funds. 
Page 23   The Lisbon Maru – the report of the sunking of the ship on 1/10/1942 & its last survivor Dennis Morley 
Pages 23 – 24  Dates for your Diary:- 

a) Saturday 20th October 2012 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon, RAF Club, Piccadilly. 
b) Thursday 8th November 2012 - Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
c) Sunday 11th November 2012 – Remembrance Sunday Service and March Past at the Cenotaph 
d) Sunday 19th May 2013 – Annual Service of Remembrance at the FEPOW Church, Wymondham, Norfolk 
e) Thursday 15th August 2013 – V-J Day Service at the NMA in the MVG Memorial Garden 
f) 12th September 2015 – 70th anniversary of the signing of the Japanese surrender in Singapore 

Page 24   Annual Accounts – copy of Income and Expenditure Sheet included 
Page 24   Password for newsletter online – “careyisland” 
Page 24   Maps of Sime Road Camp – prepared by Jane Nielsen 
Page 24   Contact Addresses for the U.K. and Overseas 
 
 
EDITION 33 – JANUARY 2013 
 
Page 1   Editorial – Events for 2013 are taking shape; A Happy New Year to You All 
Page 2   The MVG’s Annual Reunion and Lunch – held on Sat. 20th October 2012 at the RAF Club, Piccadilly 
Page 2   Websites to Visit :- 

a) http://malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk/node/468 - J.L.Gray’s home movie on the MVG website 
b) http://www.aircrewremembrancesociety.com/raf1945/4/wattsjohn.html - details of crew of crashed WW2 

bomber in the Malayan jungle 
Page 3   Remembrance Sunday – 11th November 2012 
Page 4   Remembrance Sunday in Malaysia – in KL and Penang 
Page 4   Information for Australian MVG members – War Memorial at Ballerat, Victoria 
Page 5   Let Us Not Forget – Written by Shelagh Lea (nee Brown) by kind permission of her daughter Margie Caldicott 
Page 5   Twinned Events for October 2013 – organized by the RFH Group and MVG:- 

a) Concert to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Palembang Vocal Orchestra – Chichester Sat 26th Oct. 2013 
b) Southampton Repatriation Memorial – Sunday 27th October 2013 

Pages 6 – 11  The Life and Times of Elizabeth Alexander Part 1 – By her daughter Mary Harris 
Pages 12 – 15  Transcripts of Letters from T.R.W. Allin – Ex-POW, Changi Gaol, Singapore, to his wife Anne in England – By kind permission 
   of his daughters Lady Penelope Thompson and Jane Manley 
Page 15   The Manager’s Bungalow, Sungei Ular Estate, Kulim, Kedah – Owned by the SOCFIN Rubber Co. Ltd. – By kind permission                   
   of Susan Wouters – daughter of John & Jean Richmond 
Pages 16 – 17  “Japanese Hoilday” – A Broadcast to London by Padre J.N. Duckworth – by kind permission of Donald & Diana Ruffell 
Pages 17 – 18  Information Exchange:- 

a) Ivan Ho re: acting as custodian not owner of the V.I. Surrender Union Flag used in KL at the end of WW2  
b) Audrey McCormick re: her A & S Highlanders records which are now in the Library at Stirling Castle Museum 
c) John Corner re: his father’s botanical specimens now in RBGE data-base & revision of his book on ‘Boletales’ 

Pages 18 – 19  Books:- 
a) “Scattered Under the Rising Sun: The Gordon Highlanders in the Far East 1941 – 1945” – By Stewart Mitchell 
b) “Raffles: And the Golden Opportunity” – By Victoria Glendinning 
c) “Canon Noel Duckworth. An Extraordinary Life” – By Michael Smyth 
d) “Blogger Aaron Chang of KK, Sabah” – Harold Speldewinde’s Wartime Experiences 
e) “Kuala Lumpur at War 1939 – 1945” – By Andrew Barber 

Pages 20 – 24  Obituaries:- 
a) George Lawrence Hess’e – Veteran Volunteer 2/FMSVF Light Battery & Force 136 
b) Harold Vernon Speldewinde – Veteran Volunteer 3/SSVF & Force 136  - Founder of the Penang Veterans Ass 
c) Philip Crosland – Journalist & enlisted in the Indian Army – captured in South Borneo after fighting in Sarawak 
d) Eric Lomax – Wrote “The Railway Man” – Signals Officer, captured & sent to the Burma-Siam Railway 
e) Grp. Capt. Bill Farquharson – born Malacca – enlisted in RAF Bomber Command.  Family POWs in Sumatra 
f) Maj-Gen P. Dignan – National Service in Malaya as surgeon in Taiping Military Hospital later in Singapore 
g) James Thomas Dunk  - 3 Malayan Field Ambulance, FMSVF POW in Thailand  
h) Sheila Ross – Wrote “A Log Across the Road” during the Emergency.  Escaped to Java & joined the WAAF 
i) Ernest Walter Talalla – flew with KL Flying Club to make paydrops for plantation workers during the Emergency 
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Page 24   Dates for your Diary:- 
a) Sunday 19th May 2013 – Annual Service at FEPOW Church, Wymondham 
b) Thursday 15th August 2013 – V-J Day Service at the NMA in the MVG Memorial Garden 
c) Saturday 19th October 2013 – Annual Reunion and Lunch at the RAF Club, London 
d) Saturday 26th October 2013 – Vocal Orchestra Concert in Chichester sponsored by MVG 
e) Sunday 27th October 2013 – Unveiling of the Repatriation Memorial in Southampton 
f) Sunday 10th November 2013 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past at the Cenotaph in London. 
g) Singapore 12th September 2015 – 70th Anniversary of the signing of the Japanese Surrender 1945 

Page 24   Subscriptions - A Reminder they are due in April 
Page 24   Reported from Japan – New P.M. states he wants to rethink the 1995 apology given to the people of Asia for their suffering 
Page 24   Contact Addresses for the U.K. and Overseas 
 
 
EDITION 34 – APRIL 2013 
 
Pages 1 - 2  Editorial – “Singing to Survive” – The Vocal Orchestra Concert takes shape; Commemoration Events in Australia 
Page 2   “Singing to Survive” – 70th anniversary concert details – sponsored by the MVG 
Page 3   World War Two Repatriation Memorial in Southampton – appeal for funds and details of venue and time 
Page 3   Reports from Australia:- 

a) Commemoration Service in the City of Stirling Memorial Gardens on Saturday 16th February 2013 
b) Ceremony for SS Vyner Brooke Australian Army Nursing Sisters – 14th February 2013 – Robert Gray’s report 

Page 4   Websites to visit:- 
a) http://anilnetto.com/society/malaysian-history/sybil-kathigasu-malaysias-forgotten-heroine/ - Short video at link 
b) http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/archives - Colonial film website. Key in Malaya or Singapore for old newsreels 
c) http://www.britishpathe.com/video/meet-the-cambridge-crew/query/Mason - newsreel of Padre Duckworth as 

cox in the Cambridge boat in the Boat Race 
d) http://resilientlittlemuscle.blogspot.com.au/2011/03/thjree-came-home-1950.html - WW2 movie of “Three Came 

Home” based on memoirs of Agnes Newton Keith in her book of  her time as a POW in Borneo 
e) http://www.britishpathe.com/video/camera-cavalcade/query/Repatriation+Far+Eastr+POW – Arrival of SS 

Corfu into Southampton 
Pages 5 – 8  The Life and Times of Elizabeth Alexander  Part 2 – By her daughter Mary Harris 
Pages 9 - 10  War Graves Records – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 10   In Oriente Primus – Updated report by Roderick Suddaby on the IWM’s Documents and Sounds Section 
Pages 10 – 11  A Story of Human Kindness from the Evacuation of Singapore – by Robert Gray 
Page 11   Information Exchange – an enquiry from Mohd. Yusof bin Hitam about Hitam bin Ja’afar 4/FMSVF [Pahang] 
Page 12   Emergency Certificate for Nola Baron  - whose story was told on Pages 10 – 11 
Pages 13 – 15  Letters:- 

a) From Padre Duckworth to Charles Edwards AIF concerning the death of the Padre’s companion Peter Beakley 
b) Letters about Forbes Wallace – father of Diana Ruffell 

Pages 15 – 16  The Stokes-Hughes Escape Plan – mentioned in T.R.W. Allin’s letters [A.K. 33] 
Pages 16 – 17  Books:- 

a) “Captured: The Forgotten Men  of Guam” – by Roger Mansell 
b) “Singapore 1942. Battle Story” – by Chris Brown 
c) “Penang Perspective: My Island in the Sun” – by Khor Cheang Kee 
d) “The Penang Adventure.  A History of the Pearl of the Orient” – by Raymond Flower 

Page 17   Obituaries:- 
Mary C. Peel-Yates – evacuated from Singapore on Empress of Japan with mother. Husband & father POWs 
Hugh Cope – Worked with Rod Beattie to set up the TBRC 

Pages 18 – 22  The Wartime Escape of Col. John Nicholson OBE from Singapore Part1 – by kind permission of son Michael Nicholson 
Pages 23 – 24  Dates for your Diary:- 
    a)  Tuesday 23rd April 2013 – Spring Meeting at the NMA 
    b)  Tuesday 7th May 2013 – Spring Gardening Meeting at the NMA 
    c)  Sunday 19th May 2013 – Annual Service at the FEPOW Church in Wymondham 
    d)  Thursday 15th August 2013 – V-J Day Service in the MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA 
    Australian Date: 
    e)  Saturday 31st August 2013 - Merdeka Day Service in Kings Park, Perth WA 
    f)  Saturday 19th October 2013 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon at the RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
    g)  Saturday 26th October 2013 – Vocal Orchestra Concert “Singing to Survive” in Chichester 
    h)  Sunday 27th October 2013 – Unveiling of Repatriation Plaque in Southampton 
    Australian Dates: 
    i)  Friday 14th February 2014 – Service at Point Walter Reserve, Perth WA  for Australian Army Nurses 
    j)  Saturday 15th February 2014 – Annual memorial Service in City of Stirling Memorial Gardens, Perth WA 
    Singapore Date: 
    k)  Saturday 15th February 2015 – 70th Anniversary of the signing of the Surrender by the Japanese in Singapore. 
Page 24   Assistant Webmaster required. 
Page 24   Annual Subscription reminder for April 2013 – now due 
Page 24   New Format for the newsletter in booklet style 
Page 24   Contact Addresses for the U.K. and Overseas. 
 
 
 
EDITION 35 – JULY 2013 
 
Front Cover  Photo – Bamboo in the Memorial Garden – May 2013 
Page 1   Editorial – Congrats to Rod Beattie for his MBE – Plans continue for Chichester Concert and Southampton Plaque unveiling 
Page 2   A Weekend to Remember in Chichester and Southampton: 
    a)  70th Anniversary Concert of the Woman’s VO created in Palembang, Sumatra in 1943 
    b)  Dedication of the Repatriation Memorial in Southampton 
Page 3   Worrying Signs from Japan’s Prime Minister – taken from Malaysian newspaper articles 
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Page 3   Websites to Visit: 
    a)  http://www.straitstimes.com/breaking-news/singapore/story/cenotaph-war-memorial-defaced-vandals-20130424  
    b)  http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search  IWM recorded interviews online 
    e,g,:- 
    1)  http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80005176 - 30 mins Edgar Harrison on his time as a POW in Japan 
    2)  http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80023021 - 30 mins John Hedley’s interview 
    3)  http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80008987 - 30 mins Dame Margo Turner’s interview 
    4)  http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009703 - Phyllis Thom’s interview – Sumatra internee. 
Pages 4 & 5  WW2 and Malaysian Memory – Parit Sulong & Gemencheh – by Leslie James (permission of Badan Warisan, Malaysia. 
Page 5   Information Exchange: 

a) Ian MacKenzie  - sent details of “Britain at War” magazine with article about the Pudi Gaol escape 
b) Judy Balcombe – re: refurbishment of Tinwinning Museum, Muntok with request for donation of artifacts 
c) Henry Langley – re: details of his sight-seeing trip to Singapore 
d) Charles Horth – re: his recent trip to Malaysia to research his family in Malacca & Penang 1900 – 1906 

Pages 6 & 7  “Miss Griff” – A Story of Courage and Dedication – by John Owen-Davies, a former Reuters Foreign Correspondent 
Page 7   Report on the Gardening Day in the MVG Plot at the NMA 
Pages 8 – 12  The Wartime Escape of Col. John Nicholson OBE from Singapore Part 2 – by kind permission of his son Michael Nicholson 
Pages 12 – 16  The Life and Times of Elizabeth Alexander Part 3 – by her daughter Mary Harris 
Pages 17 – 19  Mary Anita’s Story – by Mary Anita Eveson 
Pages 19 & 20  Obituaries:- 

a) Anne, Duchess of Norfolk CBE – mother-in-law of MVG’s Patron, Georgina Duchess of Norfolk 
b) Bob Brewis – husband of former MVG member Penny Brewis 
c) Maj. Murray Ormsby – fought in Burma and took part in the F.E War Crimes Trials in Singapore & Hong Kong 
d) Capt. Russell Wright – AIF i/c radar escaped Mata Hari captured, POW Sumatra, Singapore, Thailand & Japan 
e) Rod Suddaby – Keeper of Documents at IWM & Champion of Volunteer Records 

Pages 20 – 23  Books:- 
a) “Tin Mining in Malaya: 1800 – 2000.  The Osborne & Chappel Story” – by David Palmer & Michael Joll 
b) “Lest We Forget: Life as a Japanese POW” – by Fred Seiker 
c) “Sabah (North Borneo). Under the Rising Sun Government” – by Stephen R. Evans 
d) “Survivor on the River Kwai. The Incredible Story of Life on the Burma Railway” – by Reg Twigg 
e) “Don’t Know Where, Don’t Know When” – a novel by Malcolm Read 
f) “Merdeka” – a novel by Lachlan Gunn 
g) “Amber Road” a novel by Boyd Anderson  
h) “Naval Reservists in Action: WW2 (FE) & Confrontation” – by Adrian Villanueva - to be printed soon 

Pages 23 & 24  Dates for your Diary:- 
a) Thursday 15th August 2013 – V-J Day Service in the MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA 
b) In Australia:  Saturday 31st August 2013 – Merdeka Day Service in Kings Park in Perth WA 
c) Saturday 19th October 2013 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon at RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
d) Saturday 26th October 2013 – “Singing to Survive” concert in Chichester 
e) Sunday 27th October 2013 – Unveiling of Repatriation Memorial In Southampton  
f) Thursday 7th November 2013 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
g) Sunday 10th November 2013 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past the Cenotaph 
Dates for 2014:- 
         Friday 14th February 2014 – Service at Point Walter Reserve, Perth WA for Australian Army Nurses 
         Saturday 15th February 2014 – Annual Service in City of Stirling Memorial Gardens Perth WA 
Dates for 2015:- 
          Singapore 12th September 2015 – Anniversary of the signing of the Surrender by the Japanese. 

Page 24   Newsletter Password – LAYANG 
Page 24   Webmaster Assistant required 
Page 25   Print of David Wingate’s Painting of the Tandjong Pinang for sale 
Page 25   Subscriptions – a thank you to all who have paid 
Page 25   Books for Sale:- 
    “The Amonohasidate or the Gateway of Heaven” – by Richard Yardley 
Page 25   Contact Addresses for the UK and Overseas 
 
 
 
EDITION 36 – OCTOBER 2013 
 
Front Cover  Photo – Malacca Volunteer Corps Headquarters, Fort Road, Malacca 
Page 1   Editorial – MVG Celebrates its 10th anniversary by updating its Aims and the Memorial Garden at the NMA 
Page 2   V-J Day Service  - 15th August 2013 – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 2   FEPOW Memorial Service at Wymondham – 19th May 2013 – report by Eileen Wright 
Page 3   Merdeka Commemoration Service, Perth WA – report by Bill Adamson President MBVA WA Inc. 
Page 3   Presentation of the Sumatra Plaque to the Changi Museum 
Pages 3 & 4  Extracts from “Sydney Morning Herald” 14th Sept 1945, from Sumatra – by reporter G.E.W Harriott - sent by Imogen Holmes 
Page 4   Week-end to Remember in Chichester & Southampton:- 

a) 70th Anniversary of the Women’s VO created in Palembang, Sumatra  
b) Dedication of the Repatriation Memorial in Southampton 

Pages 5 & 6  Detailed report on the capture of the “Mata Hari”  - by the C. O.  R.N.R Lt. A.C. Carston 
Page 6   Websites to Visit:- 

a) http://www.slimschoolmalaya.com/janet.html - Janet Bothnerby’s Tanglin School Photos 
b) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ8GY30234E – The death of Chin Peng in Thailand 
c) The Jaywick Memorial:- 

                                                         http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-09-27/an-singapore-ceremony-commemorates-operation-jaywick2c-ww2-com/4985086 
    d)  http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2013/09/singapore-and-second-world-war  
Pages 7 – 9  K.G.A. Dohoo, MCS, Assistant Advisor Segamat – Letters to his wife edited by his daughter Anne Hinam 
Pages 9 – 14  The Wartime Escape of Col. John Nicholson OBE from Singapore Part 3 – by kind permission of his son Michael Nicholson 
Page 14   The Changi Chapel at Duntroon ACT – a National Memorial to Prisoners of War 
Pages 15 – 17  The Last Days of Freedom – Singapore to Sumatra – 15th Feb to 17th March 1942 – concluding part of John Hedley’s Diary 
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Page 18   Books:- 
a) “Incredible Tretchikoff: Life of an Artist and Adventurer” – by Boris Gorelik 
b) “Ready to Serve. The memoirs of Raymond Wood Part 1” – by Raymond Wood 
c) “My Father in his Suitcase. In Search of E.J.H Corner, the relentless Botanist” – by John Corner Jnr. 

Pages 19 – 21  Singapore Capitulation Part 1 – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Page 22   Information Exchange:- 

a) Patricia Wood – re:  the article in A.K.35 about “Miss Griff”  
b) Patricia Giudice – re:  the story of her family’s escape from Singapore & others who may have been involved 

Page 22 - 23  New Forgotten Army – Article from Singapore Free Press 14/6/1946 on omission of Volunteers from King’s Birthday Parade 
Pages 23 – 24  Various newspaper reports from Malaysia to mark the 50th anniversary of Malaysia Day in 2013 
Pages 24 – 25  Obituaries:- 

a) Anthony Walter Dayrell Brooke – the last Rajah Muda of Sarawak – burial of his ashes in Kuching 
b) William J, Huntsman – rubber planter, entrepreneur & supporter of “God’s Little Acre Service” in Batu Gajah 
c) Chin Peng – decorated member of wartime MPAJA  and post-war leader of the C.Ts during the Emergency 
d) Rear Admiral Michael Stacey – served in many actions during the war - & at surrender of Singapore 
e) Tributes to Roderick Suddaby – by J. Moffatt & R. Fell 

Pages 25 – 26  Dates for your Diary:- 
a) Saturday 19th October 2013 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon at the RAF Club, Piccadilly 
b) Saturday 26th October 2013 – “Singing to Survive” VO concert in Chichester 
c) Sunday 27th October 2013 – Unveiling of the Repatriation Memorial, Southampton 
d) Thursday 7th November 2013 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
e) Sunday 10th November 2013 – Remembrance Sunday & March Past at the Cenotaph 
Dates for 2014:- 
         Friday 14th February 2014 – Service at Point Walter Reserve, Perth WA  
         Saturday 15th February 2014 – Annual Service in City of Stirling Memorial Gardens, Perth WA 
         Saturday 22nd February 2014 - Presentation of the Sumatra Plaque to the Changi Museum, Singapore 
Date for 2015:- 
         70th Anniversary of the signing of the Japanese Surrender in Singapore – Kranji CWGC 

Page 26   For Sale – Print s of the “Tandjong Pinang” by David Wingate 
     Books – “The Amonohasidate or the Gate of Heaven” by Richard Yardley 
Page 26   Password for newsletter online – LAYANG 
Page 26   Website help wanted – apply to Jonathan or Brian Mitchell 
Page 26   Subscriptions – notification of an increase of sub to £20 next April (2014) 
Page 26   Annual Accounts – prepared by S.J.A. Accountants Ltd  
Page 27   Photo of Singapore Ceremony at Kranji for the Operation Jaywick raid on the harbour in WW2 – Meg Parkes laying a wreath 
Page 27   Contacts for U.K. & overseas 
 
 
EDITION 37 – JANUARY 2014 
 
Front Cover  Photo – Rod Beattie wearing his MBE with his Australian medal (left) and his Dutch medal (right)  
Pages 1 & 2  Editorial – Memorable 10th anniversary for MVG – Rod Beattie receives his MBE – Concert & Memorial unveiling to remember 
Pages 2 & 3  A Day to Remember – Rod Beattie’s Investiture at Buckingham Palace – account by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4   Annual Reunion & Luncheon on 19/10/2013 – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 4   Presentation of the Sumatra Plaque to the Changi Museum, Singapore 
Pages 5 & 6  “Singing to Survive” Concert at St. Paul’s Church, Chichester – report by Judy Balcombe [Separate report sent out with A.K.] 
Page 7   Dedication of he Southampton Repatriation Memorial on 27/10/2013 – report by Meg Parkes 
Page 8   Remembrance Sunday 10/11/2013 – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 8 & 9  Reports on Remembrance Sunday:- 
    Penang 2013 – report by Leslie James 
    Kuala Lumpur 2013 – report by Andrew Hwang 
Pages 10 – 12  Letter to Maj. Bernard Foss from Josephine Foss re: life as a civilian internee in Changi – by permission of Diana Sparkes 
Pages 12 – 14  Singapore Capitulation Part 2 – by Audrey Holmes McCormick 
Pages 15 & 16  Captain George Haas Laub JVE – by Peter Laub  
Page 17   An Historical Visit to Singapore Part1 – by Henry Langley 
Page 18   Information Exchange:- 

a) Ian Richardson re: Alexandra Hospital Massacres of which Ian is planning to write a factual account 
b) Patricia Giudice re: her photo of named children in fancy dress taken at Raffles Hotel in March 1940 

Page 18   Adam Park Project Team at Sime Road Camp site – photographed with former civilian internees 
Page 18   Websites to Visit:- 

a) http://www.straitstimes.com/breaking-news/singapore/story/historian-appeals-stories-adam-park-ww11-20131104  TAPP 
b) http://www.straitstimes.com/breaking-news/singapore/story/new-e-book-singapore-pre-independence-legal-history-

launched-20131101  - new e-book 
c) http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-25490322 - Colin Firth interview re: “The Railway Man” film 
d) http://www.researchingfepowhistorygroup.org.uk – report on the Repatriation Memorial in Southampton 
e) www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01jk55n - Jenni Murray interview on Radio 4 about the “Singing to Survive” concert 

Pages 19 & 20  Books:- 
a) “Moon Over Malaya” – by Jonathan Moffatt & A. Holmes McCormick 
b) “My Father in his Suitcase” – by John Corner Jnr 
c) “Naval Reservists in Action WW2 (FE) & Confrontation” – by Adrian Villanueva 
d) “East Indies” – by Ian Burnett 
e)   “Down to Bedrock” – by Revd. Eric Cordingley 

Pages 21 – 23  Obituaries:- 
Lionel Edgar Charles Letts – MVG Hon. Member POW Singapore & Thailand where he obtained food /medicines for camps 
Prof Hugh de Wardener – RAMC POW in Singapore & Thailand working with diphtheria & cholera – nephrologist post-war 
Maj. Rex Carr – in Gurkha Rifles during Malayan Emergency 
James Noble – PoW on Burma-Siam Railway and kept a diary found post-war 
Jeremy Gotch – interned as child in Lunghwa Camp, Shanghai 
Ron Burton – Anti Tank Regiment on Empress of Asia – escaped to Java, captured and sent to Japan to work in coal mine 
Maj Clive de Paula – SOE in Burma 
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John Nunneley - KAR in Africa & sent to Burma 
Ron Mitchell – MVG Hon. Member – POW Changi & Thailand on railway and Mergui Road. 

Page 23    Dates for your Diary:- 
a) In Australia – Sunday 9th February 2014 – Service of Dedication for the Sumatra Plaque – in Perth WA 
b)  In Australia – Friday 14th February 2014 – Service at Point Walter Reserve, Perth WA 
c) In Australia – Saturday 15th February 2014 – Annual Service in City of Stirling Memorial Gardens, Perth WA 
d) In Singapore – 22nd February 2014 – Presentation of the Sumatra Plaque to the Changi Museum 
e) In U.K. – Tuesday 6th May 2014 – Spring gardening meeting at the NMA 
f) Sunday 18th May 2014 – FEPOW Memorial Service in Wymondham, Norfolk 

 
Pages 23A & 24 B  “The Wartime Escape of Colonel John Nicholson OBE from Singapore Part 4” – by kind permission of Michael Nicholson 
Page 24   Dates for your Diary:- 

a) Friday 15t 2014 – V-J Day Service at the NMA 
b) In Australia – 31st August 2014 – Merdeka Day Service – Kings Park, Perth WA  
c) Saturday 11th October 2014 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
d) Thursday 6th November 2014 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
e) Sunday 9th November 2014 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, London 
f) In Singapore – September 2015 – 70th Anniversary of the Japanese Surrender in Singapore  

Page 24   For Sale: 
a) Tandjong Pinang prints – by David Wingate with proceeds to MVG 
b) “The Amonohasidate or the Gate of Heaven” – by Richard Yardley – proceeds to MVG 

Page 24   Subscriptions – Reminder of increase to £20 pa and payable in April 
Page 25   Photo of WW2 Pill Box on Sedili River, Johore, Malaysia – sent by David Wingate 
Page 25   Reports of Japan’s continuing provocative actions – reported in Malaysian newspapers. 
Page 25   Contacts – both overseas and in the UK 
 
 
EDITION 38 – APRIL 2014 
 
Front Cover  Photo – Mrs Rosa Daniel unveiling the Sumatra Plaque 
Page 1   Editorial – Presentation of Sumatra Plaque to Changi Museum – Visit to follow route of Sumatra Railway 
Pages 2 – 4  Presentation of the Sumatra Plaque to the Changi Museum – Sat 22nd Feb  2014 – report by R. Fell & Gray family members. 
Pages 4 & 5  “Return to Malaya” – by Anne Hinam 
Pages 5 & 6  “A Return to Muntok” – by Judy Balcombe 
Pages ^ & &  Brenda Macduff’s 100th Birthday – report by Michael Pether 
Page 7   A Visit to the City of Stirling, Perth WA – report by Merilyn Hywel-Jones 
Page 8   A Visit of Discovery to Sumatra – February 2014 – by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 9 – 11  “A ‘Meronda’ to some of the Battlefields in Southern Johore” – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 12 – 13  “An Historical Visit to Singapore – Part 2” – by Henry Langley 
Page 13   “LI’ Wo’s Last Fight – the most highly decorated small ship in British Naval History – info from Robert Guttman (Mil. Hist. Mag) 
Pages 14 – 16  “The Wartime Escape of Colonel John Nicholson OBE from Singapore Part 5” – by permission of Michael Nicholson 
Pages 16 & 17  The Singapore & Penang Harbour Boards Evacuation of Staff from Singapore Feb 1942 – report by H.K. Rogers (Chairman) 
Pages 18 – 21  “The War Diary of Gerald W. Scott” – by kind permission of his widow Anne Scott 
Page 21   2015 The Researching FEPOW History Conference – Announcement from Meg Parkes, Chairman of the RFH Group 
Pages 22 – 24  Obituaries:- 

a) Ron Mitchell – 1/ SSVF Intelligence Section - a founder member of MVG & Honorary Life Member 
b) Tom Evans – SRA[V] – a founder members of MVG & Honorary Life Member 
c) John Bax – MVG member & stepson of H.J.C.K .Toms SRA[V] 
d) Leonora Schmidt-Salomonson – former model & organizer of the War Crimes Trials in Singapore 
e) Maj. Bill Towill – pacifist but enlisted in RAMC & was part of the Chindit operations in Burma 
f) John Tyson – explorer & served during the Malayan Emergency – latterly ran a school in Nepal 

 
Page 24   Books:- 

a) “Down to Bedrock. The Diary & Secret Notes of a FEPOW Chaplain1942-45” – by Eric Cordingley 
b) “Survivor on the River Kwai. The Incredible Story on the Burma Railway” – by Reg Twigg 
c) “The Sumatra Railroad.: Final Destination Pekan Baroe 1943 – 1945 – by Henk Hovinga. 

Page 25   Subscriptions – Final reminder of increase to £20 pa and due NOW in April 2014 
Pages 25 & 26  Dates for your Diary:- 

a) Tuesday 6th May – Spring Gardening Meeting at the NMA 
b) Sunday 18th May – Service at the FEPOW Church, Wymondham 
c) Friday 15th August 2014 – V-J Day Service at noon in the MVG Memorial Garden at the NMA 
d) In Australia – Sunday 31st August Merdeka Day Service in Kings Park, Perth WA 
e) Saturday 11th October 2014 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon at the RAF Club, Piccadilly, London 
f) Thursday 6th November 2014 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
g) Sunday 9th November 2014 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past at the Cenotaph, Whitehall 
h)  Friday – Sunday 5th-7th June 2015 RFH Conference in Liverpool 
i) In Singapore – Saturday 12th September 2015 – 70th anniversary of signing of Japanese surrender 

Page 26   St David’s Church, Sime Road, Singapore – drawing as at Easter 1944 
Page 27   Photo of the cheque cashed by Boon Pong for Charles Kinahan and presented for payment after the war 
Page 27   Password for newsletters online – LAYANG 
Page 27   Contact addresses for UK & Overseas. 
 
 
EDITION 39 – JULY 2014 
 
Front Cover   Photo – Wreaths laid in FEPOW Chapel, Wymondham, on 18th May.  MVG Wreath 3rd from left 
Page 1   Editorial – New Projects for 2015 – Visit to Singapore for 70th anniversary of surrender by Japanese 
Page 1   Visit to Wymondham for the FEPOW Service – 18th May 2014 – report by Merilyn Hywel-Jones 
Page 2   Spring Gardening Meeting at the NMA - 6th May 
Page 2   Update on “Singing to Survive” Concert – sent by Judy Balcombe 
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Page 2   Websites to Visit:- 
    a)  http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper 
    b)  http://www.theroyalzanettos.com/jessiesingapore_and_changi.html  
    c)  http://www.media-kitlv.nl  
    d)  http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/osc_captiveaudiences  
     e)  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-04-25/stories-of-pows-slowly-emerges/5412780  
    f)  http://www.ipohecho.com.my?v3/article/2014/05//01/remembrance-day-at-smjk-yuk-choy  
    g)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/10858475/Michael-Bretherton-obituary.html/  
    h)  http://www.amazon.co.uk/Under-Heel-Bushido-Martin-Sugarman/dp/0853038775  
Pages 3 - 7  “The Women of Padang and Bankinang Internment Camps” – by Michael Pether 
Pages 7 & 8  “The Singapore and Penang Harbour Boards Evacuation of Staff from Singapore, February 1942” – by H.K. Rodgers 
Pages 9 – 12  “The War Diary of Gerald W. Scott – Part 2 – by kind permission of his widow Anne Scott 
Pages 13 – 15  “The Story of Dr. Albert Stanley McKern.  A Penang Doctor in Myth & Reality – by Leslie A.K. James & Michael Rawlinson 
Pages 16 & 17  “The War Experiences of Charles Kinahan 1939 – 1945 – by kind permission of his family 
Pages 18 & 19  News from three of our Veteran FEPOWs:- 
   1)  Bill Pearson FMSVF – reaches his 100th birthday 
   2)  Bert Warne’s memories of the last few months of WW2 
   3)  Charles Edwards’ account of his return trip to Japan – as reported in the Australian “Frontline Journal” 
Page 20   Tanglin School – Cameron Highlands Christmas 1954 – information from Tony Daintry & Robert Gray 
Pages 20 & 21  Information Exchange:- 
    a) Patricia Giudice – re: her photo in A.K. 37 of “Gaities of 1940s” to name the children shown 
    b) Jonathan Russell – re: his mother who was in the WRNS during the war based in Livwerpool 
Page 21   Books:- 
    a)  “Under the Heel of Bushido.  Last Voices of the Jewish POWs of the Japanese in WW2” – by Martin Sugarman 
    b)  “Diffusing the Light” – by Joseph Thambiah 
Pages 21- 23  Obituaries:- 
    a)  Chye Kooi Loong – champion to preserve historical battlefield site at Kampar & author of “British Battn” 
    b)  Michael Bretherton – Called up in1945 & later joined the TA.  Became a vicar & councellor in London’s East End. 
    c)  Gordon Smith – 2nd Battn. Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders on Burma Railway.  Rote “War Memories” 
    d)  Col. Walter Page – Won MC in Malaya in fighting Japs.  Escaped to Colombo via Java & saw action in Burma. 
    e)  Sqn. Ldr. Larry Lewis – Flew 42 ops over Burma & Siam.  Rescued crew of downed Liberator in Siam , won DFC 
    f)  Maurice Roe MM – SOE agent Europe . Joined Force 136 in 1944 to recruit Karen Tribesmen in S. Burma 
    g)  Lt. Col. Denis O’Leary MC – decorated 4 times in WW2 – fought in Burma -  Post-war in Malaya & Sarawak 

h)  Leslie Thomas – author of “ The Virgin Soldiers” based on Nat. Service in Singapore & Malaya in Emergency 
    i)  Chester Nez – a Navajo Indian worked to create an unbreakable code for the US against the Japs in Pacific 
    j)  Louis Zamperini – Olympic Athlete captured in Pacific - endured torture by 2 notorious Japs – in film “Unbroken” 
Pages 23 & 24  Dates for your Diary:- 
    a)  Friday – 15th August 2014 – V-J Day Service in Memorial garden at the NMA at noon 
    b)  Australia – Merdeka Day – 31st August 2014 – Service in Kings Park, Perth WA 
    c)  Saturday – 11th October 2014 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon RAF Club, London  noon – 4 p.m. 
    d)  Thursday - 6th November 2014 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
    e)  Sunday – 9th November 2014 – Remembrance Sunday Service & march past at the Cenotaph, Whitehall 
    f)  Sunday - 17th May 2015 – Annual FEPOW Service in Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas, Wymondham 
    g)  Friday – Sunday 5th-7th June 2015 - RFH Group’s International Conference, Liverpool 
    h)  Saturday - 15th August 2015 – 70th Anniversary of V-J day – Service in Chapel at NMA at noon 
    i)  Singapore – 12th September 2015 – Anniversary of Surrender of Japanese in Singapore & other events 
Page 24   New List of Members – to be issued with the October newsletter 
Page 24   Subscriptions – thanks for payments 
Page 24   Contact addresses for U.K. and Overseas  
Page 25   Researching FEPOW History Group’s 5th International Conference – “Surviving Far East Captivity &  Aftermath 70 Years on” 
Page 26   Photo of work in progress to re-build MVG’s Memorial Garden’s Dry Stone Wall 
Page 26   Hot off the Press – Transfer of VO concert money to Muntok – photos of the school’s computers & repaired ventilation 
 
 
EDITION 40 – OCTOBER 2014 
 
Front Cover  Photo of Veteran Volunteer Sir Roger Moon Bt. JVE – who reaches his century in November 2014 
Page 1   Editorial – Proposed Sime Road memorial takes shape – New WW2 Museum planned in Muntok – Congrats to Sir Roger100  
Page 2   Report on V-J day Service Friday 15th August 2014 – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 2   Merdeka Day Annual Commemoration Service, Perth WA 
Page 3   “The Singapore and Penang Harbour Boards Evacuation of Staff from Singapore, February 1942” – by H.K. Rodgers 
Pages 3 & 4  “Singapore” – by War Reporter Henry Keys in Melbourne 
Pages 4 & 5  “Memories of a True Survivor” – Sir Roger Moon Bt. talks to Neil Thomas of the Shropshire Magazine about Death Railway 
Pages 6 – 9  “The Story of ‘Stay Behind’ Part No: 2 – by Bill Pearson 
Pages 9 – 11  “In Memory of Corporal Ong Kim Sai – An FMSVF Volunteer” – by Alex Teoh and Vincent Teoh 
Pages 12 – 15  “The War Diary of Gerald W. Scott – Part 3 – by kind permission of his widow Anne Scott 
Pages 15 – 18  “The War Experiences of Charles Kinahan 1939 – 1945 – Part 2 – by kind permission of his family 
Pages 19 – 21  “The Story of Dr. Albert Stanley McKern – Part 2 – by Leslie A.K. James and Michael C. Rawlinson 
Page 21   “Penang Heritage Trust Saves Soonstead” – report by Khoo Salma Nasution – President of Penang Heritage Trust 
Page 21   Message from Judy Balcombe about the Muntok Computers 
Page 22   Websites to visit: 
    4-part documentary entitled “Footsteps” on the history of the 4 ethnic races in Singapore 
    a)  http://www.channelnewsasia.com/starterkit/servlet/page/tv/tvshows/footprints/distanceshore - Indians 
    b)  http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/tvshows/footprints/videos - Malays 
    c)  http://www.channelnewsasia.com/starterkit/servlet/pagwe/tv/tvshows/footprints/settledland - Chinese 
    d)  http://www.channelnewsasia.com/starterkit/servlet/page/tv/tvshows/footprints/betweentwoworlds - Eurasian 
    e)  http://www.nib.com.my/cross-search/search/_1411550835/?   - New Straits Times Photo Archive 
    f)   http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/publication/47833   - Penang Medical Services Roll of Honour at IWM 
    g)  http://youle.info/bpia-blog/  - website dealing with the “frozen” pensions for ex-pats in Commonwealth countries 
    h)  http://www.bmj.com//content/349/bmj.g4495?ijkey=miJDzPggrjjPr4Q&keytype=ref – Gordon Smith’s full obit 
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Page 22   “Penang Medical Services Roll of Honour 1941 – 1945”  – Researched by Leslie A.K. James 
Pages 23 & 24  Memorial Appeal.  New Museum Planned for Muntok – Report by Judy Balcombe 
Page 24   Books:- 
    a)  “The Narrow Road to the Deep North” – by Richard Flanagan – a Man Booker Prize Winner 
    b)  “My Father in his Suitcase.  In search of the E.J.H Corner – the Relentless Botanist” – by John K. Corner 
Pages24 & 25  Obituaries:- 
    a)  Simon Featherstone CMG – former British High Commissioner to Malaysia 
    b)  Olga Kathigasu – elder daughter of Malaya’s decorated war heroine Sybil Kathigasu (“No Dram of Mercy”) 
    c)  Lt. Col. Charles Verdon RM – sunk on ‘Prince of Wales’ - captured Singapore & sent to Thailand Railway. 
    d)  Lt. Cdr. Philip Cookson – commanded sub ‘Oberon’ during Konfrontasi & perfected escape method from a sub 
    e)  Rosemary Helbling – beloved mother of MVG member Karen Harney 
Pages 25 & 26  Dates for your Diary:- 
    a)  Saturday – 11th October 2014 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon, RAF Club, London 12 noon – 4 p.m 

b)  Thursday – 6th November 2014 – Service at Westminster Abbey & Cross Planting Ceremony 
c)  Sunday – 9th November 2014 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past at the Cenotaph, London 
d)  Saturday – 14th February 2015 – 4th Annual Memorial Service in the City of Stirling Memorial Gardens, Perth WA  
e)  Saturday – 14th February 2015 – Service at Point Walter Reserve for Army Nurses – Perth WA 
f)  Sunday - 17th May 2015 – Annual FEPOW Service at the FEPOW Church at Wymondham 
g)  Friday to Sunday – 5th to 7th June 2015 – RFH Group’s 5th International Conference in Liverpool 
h)  Saturday – 15th August 2015 – 70th Anniversary of V-J Day - Service in Chapel & Memorial Garden 
i)  Singapore – 10th - 14th September 2015  - 70th Anniversary of signing of Surrender of Japanese in Singapore  
k)  Saturday – 24th October 2015 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon in London at RAF Club, Piccadilly 
l)  Sunday – 8th November 2015 – Remembrance Sunday 

Page 26   New Password for accessing Newsletters online – PAHANG 
Page 26   Subscriptions – thanks to everyone who has paid this year – next year’ subs are due in April 2015 
Page 26   Annual Accounts – Income & Expenditure Sheet enclosed 
Page 26   List of members – included with newsletter  
Page 27   Proposed Design for Sime Road Memorial in Singapore 
Page 27   Photos of V-J Day Service in MVG’s Plot on 15th August5 2014  
Page 27   Contact details for U.K. and Overseas 
 
 
EDITION 41 – JANUARY 2015 
 
Front Cover  Photo of “Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red” – display of ceramic poppies at Tower of London on Monday 10/11/14 
Pages 1 & 2  Editorial – Commems & celebrations to mark 70th Anniversary of V-J Day; signing of surrender & opening of Muntok Museum 
Page 2   Annual Reunion & Luncheon at RAF Club on Saturday 11th October 2014 – Report by Anton Rippon 
Page 3   Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2014 – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 4 – 6  “The Diary of Noel Rees – 11th August to 5th September 1945 “ – with kind permission of June Jackson 
Pages 7 & 8  “First Hand Account of Battles Fought by A.I.F. in Johore in January 1942 – by Charles Edwards A.I.F. 
Page 9   Map of Pudu Gaol Kuala Lumpur in 1942 – drawn by Charles Edwards A.I.F. 
Pages 10 & 11  “The Story of ‘Stay Behind’ Party No: 2 – Part 2 – by Bill Pearson 
Pages 12 & 13  “Waiting for News at Home” – by Bert Warne 
Pages 13 & 14  Hugh Lawson’s Diaries from December 1941 to February 1942 – by kind permission of his nephew Bob Davidson 
Pages 15 – 17  “The War Experiences of Charles Kinahan 1939 – 1945 – Part 3 – by kind permission of his family 
Page 18   Updates on MVG Projects:- 
    1.  Muntok Museum of Peace – by Judy Balcombe 
    2.  The Sime Road Memorial 
Pages 18  & 19  Websites to visit:- 
   a)  http://www.co.uk/news/magazine-29665232 - “The Forgotten Women of the War in the East” – BBC feature 
   b)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/malaysia/11187603/Celebrated-British-warships-being-stripped-bare-for- 
                                                    scrap-metal.html   - ‘Prince of Wales’ and ‘Repulse’ wrecks are being looted for scrap metal 
   c)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culturenews/11220249/Imperial -War-Museum-library-petition-gathers-strength.html  
   d)  http://www2.nst.com.my/streets/johor/penang-s-own-sleeping-beauty-laid-to-rest-1.202195  - James Jeremiah 
   e)  http://www.smh.com.au?comment/why-we-need-culture-and -books-more-than-ever-20141209-1238wx.html  
   f)   http://www.thestar.co.my/News/Nation/2014/10/30/Awang-Raweng-the-forgotten-hero-Although-the-former-Iban- 
                                      tracker-has-been-honoured-many-times-in-Bri  - the story of Iban Tracker Awang Raweng 

g)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-two/11167561/Scars-of-the-Burma-railway-trauma-that-never-healed.html  -  
Fred Seiker’s story 

Page 19   The “Byoki Maru”  by Charles Edwards 
Pages 20 – 23  “The Matchbox” – by David Brent 
Page 24   Report on Remembrance Sunday in Kuala Lumpur – 9th November 2014 – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 24   Update on the Adam Park Project – Singapore – by Jon Cooper 
Pages 24 & 25  Information Exchange:- 
    a)  John Corner – re:  Capt. Frank Kingdom Ward, Botanist – seeking information about this man. 
    b) Andrew Hwang – re: corrections to Alex Teoh’s article & differences between JVE and Johore Volunteer Force 
Page 25   Books:- 
    a)  “Unbroken” – by Laura Hillenbrand – about Louis Zamperini’s survival as a FEPOW 
    b)  “Scapegoat:  The Death of the Prince of Wales and Repulse” - by Martin Stephen 
    c)   “Stubborn Buggers. Survivors of the Infamous POW Gaol that made Changi look like Heaven” - by Tim Bowden 
    d)  “Ghostwritten” – by Isabel Wolff 
Pages 25 & 26  Obituaries:- 
    a)  Jack Chalker – FEPOW artist on the Thailand-Burma Railway 
    b)  Brig. John Thornton MC – fought in post-war Malayan Emergency 
    c)  Lt. Col. Pat Spooner – attached to ‘E’ Group in Burma & post-war headed team for war crimes in Java & Burma 
    d)  Charles Edwards – A.I.F. FEPOW and member of MVG 
Pages 26 & 27  Dates for your Diary:- 
    a)  Saturday – 14th February 2015 – 4th Annual Memorial Service in City of Stirling Memorial Garden, Perth WA 
    b)  Saturday – 14th February 2015 – Service at Point Walter Reserve for Aus Army Nurses 
    c)  Tuesday – 17th February 2015 - MVG Lunch in Fremantle WA 
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    d)  Sunday – 17th May 2015 – Annual Memorial Service in FEPOW Church, Wymondham 
    e)  Friday to Sunday – 5th-7th June 2015 – RFH International Conference in Liverpool 
    f)  Saturday – 15th August 2015 – 70th Anniversary Service for V-J Day in the Chapel & Memorial Garden, NMA 
    g)  Singapore – 10th-14th September 2015 – 70th Anniversary of the signing of the Japanese surrender in Singapore 
    h)  Saturday – 24th October 2015 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon in London 
    i)  Thursday – 5th November 2015 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
    k)  Sunday -  8th November 2015 – Remembrance Sunday & March Past at the Cenotaph 
Page 27    Current password for accessing back copies of the newsletter:  “PAHANG” 
Page 27    Subscriptions – reminder to be paid in April 
Page 27    Photo of 2/FMSVF with request to identify unknown Volunteers 
Page 27    Contact details for U.K. and overseas 
 
 
EDITION 42 – APRIL 2015 
 
Front cover   Watercolour drawing of a hut in Sime Road Camp by Walter Ansley-Young dated November 1944 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – A Full Year of Remembrance and Thanksgiving ahead in the U.K, Australia, Singapore and Sumatra 
Page 2    Annual Commemoration Service in Perth WA on 14th February to mark the fall of Singapore 15/2/1942 
Page 2    Australian Army Nurses Commemoration Service 2015 – report by Robert Gray 
Page 3    Update on the New Muntok Museum and Park – report by Judy Balcombe 
Pages 4 – 6   “The Diary of Noel Rees – Part 2 – 11th August to 5th September 1945” – by kind permission of June Jackson 
Page 6    “Priest who died in Jap Jail dedicated song to Churchill – with thanks to Robert Gray 
Pages 7 & 8   “The Matchbox – Part 2” – by David Brent 
Pages 9 – 11   “Gin Slings and Methodists. The Life of Walter Ansley-Young” – by his granddaughter Velvet Douglas 
Pages 12 – 14   “Captivity Memoirs. Part 1” - by Bill Pearson 
Pages 14 – 15   Hugh Lawson’s Diaries from 17th Feb 1942 to 9th October 1943 – by kind permission of his nephew Bob Davidson 
Pages 16 – 18   “The Wartime Diary of Dr. John Coutts Milne – Part 1” – by kind permission of his daughter Patricia Lewin 
Pages 19 – 21   Excerpts from ‘Never a Dull Moment’ – by Corry Iversen – by kind permission of her daughter Ruth Iversen Rollitt 
Pages 22 & 23   Information Exchange: 
     a)  Inez Hollander – writing about the Indo Project 
     b)  John Penn – on the history of the Penn family form Hong Kong where his father was a Volunteer 
     c)  Ruth Iversen Rollitt – her cousin’s recollections about life in Sime Road Camp 
     d)  Jill Gibson – asks for identification on boys in photo of Cameron Highlands School 1939 -1941 
     e)  Photo of Selangor Battalion – with Volunteers’ names now corrected 
Pages 23 & 24   Books:- 
     a)  “Don’t Know Where, Don’t Know When” – by Dr. Malcolm Read – 2nd edition available on Amazon 
     b)  “Singapore Mutiny” – by Mary E. Brown & Edwin A. Brown 
     c) “Captive Memories” – by Meg Parkes and Geoff Gill 
     d)  “Iversen, Architect of Ipoh and Modern Malaya” – by Ruth Iversen Rollitt 
     e)  “Disaster in the Far East 1940 – 1942” – by John Grehan and Martin Mace 
     f)   “Judy. A Dog in a Million” – by Damien Lewis 
Pages 24 – 26   Obituaries:- 
     a)  Madam Carol Ho – wife of MVG member Ivan Ho 
     b)  Lee Kuan Yew – Singapore’s Elder Statesman  and Father of Modern Singapore 
     c)  Lt. Commander Con Thode – submarine commander in WW2 off Burma & in Straits of Malacca 
     d)  Sqn. Ldr. Doug Nicholls – flew in Far East in WW2 with 258 Sqn. from Ceylon 
     e)  Sqn. Ldr. Bob Johnson - flew in Burma in WW2 
     f)  Charles Edwards – 2/19th Batt. AIF FEPOW on Railway & in Japan & observed Hiroshima’s bomb blast 
Page 26    Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Monday – 11th May 2015 – Annual Gardening Day at NMA 
     b)  Sunday – 17th May 2015 – Annual memorial Service at Wymondham FEPOW Church 
     c)  Friday to Sunday – 5th – 7th June 2015 – RFH International Conference in Liverpool 
     d)  Saturday – 15th August 2015 – 70th Anniversary Service on V-J Day in NMA Chapel & MVG Garden  
     e) Singapore - 10th-14thSeptember 2015 – 70th Anniversary of signing of Japanese surrender in Singapore 
     f)  Saturday – 24th October 2015 – Annual London Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
     g)  Thursday – 5th November 2015 – Cross Planting & Service at Westminster Abbey 
     h)  Sunday – 8th November 2015 – Remembrance Sunday at Cenotaph in London 
Page 26    Subscriptions – NOW DUE – payable in U.K., Australia and Malaysia 
Page 27    Sime Road Memorial – final design for the Plaque – layout of camp and text. 
Page 27    Photo of Group at the Annual Service in Perth WA 
Page 27    Websites to visit:- 
    a)  http://janus.lib.cam.ac.uk/db/node.xsp?id=EAD%2F0115%2FRCMS%20103  - Archives of BAM in Cambridge 
    b)  http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk – above archive to be available via Cambridge Library’s Digital platform in 2017 
    c)  http://copac.ac.uk/rearch?title=In%20Oriente%20Primus&rn+1  - COPAC lists Jonathan’s book in the IWM library 
    d) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/expatlife/8798675/My-grandfather-the-expat-codebreaker.html -on Eric Lambert 
    e)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/11443053/Squadron-Leader-Doug-Nicholls-obituary.html - RAF Pilot 
Page 27    Contact details for U.K. & Overseas 
 
 
EDITION 43 – JULY 2015 
 
Front Cover   Photo of a Plaque in St. Giles Church, Coberly, Glos.  of the 3 Atherton brothers who died as soldiers. 
Page 1    Editorial – Remembering Victory in Far East 70 years ago - Successful Conference - V-J Day & Singapore visit 
Pages 2 & 3   Liverpool Conference Report – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 3    Visit to Wymondham for the FEPOW Service – report by Jill Smallshaw 
Page 4    Fund Raising In Australia for the Muntok Museum of Peace – by Judy Balcombe 
Pages 5 & 6   “The Diary of Noel Rees – Part 3 – 11th August to 5th September 1945” – by kind permission of June Jackson 
Pages 6 – 8   Hugh Lawson’s Diaries from May 1942 to September1943 – Part 3 – by kind permission of Bob Davidson 
Pages 9 & 10   “”The Matchbox” – Part 3 – By David Brent 
Pages 11 & 12   “Little Boy” – By Charles Edwards AIF 
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Pages 13 - 15   “The Wartime Diary of Dr. John Coutts Milne – Part 2 – By kind permission of his daughter Patricia Lewin 
Page 15    Jayaraj Devadason ‘s Wartime Service with 1/FMSVF – by his nephew James Devadason 
Page 16    “Escape on the S.S. Ulysses – February to May 1942 – Account by Patricia Rowell – later Mrs. T.P.M. Lewis 
Pages 17 – 20   “Captivity Memoirs.  Part 2” – by Bill Pearson 
Pages 20 – 22   Excerpts from “Never a Dull Moment” – Part 2 - by Corry Iversen – by kind permission of her daughter Ruth Rollitt 
Pages 22 & 23   Information Exchange:- 
     a)  John Corner – re: query whether compensation was received by his father & other FEPOWs post-war
     b)  Sir David Lewis – re: Noel Rees’ diary & David’s father in Changi Gaol 
Page 23    Prisoners of War & their Camps at Palembang 1942-45 – by Tom Wills-Sandford 
Pages 23 – 24   Books:- 
    a) “No Better Friend. One man, one dog & their extraordinary story of courage & survival in WW2” – by R. Weintraub 
    b) “The Dog that Saved my Life. Sacrifice, Loyalty. Love beyond all bounds” – by Isabel George 
    c) “The Changi Cross. A Symbol of Hope in the Shadow of Death” – by Louise Cordingly 
    d) “From Syonan to Fuji-Go. The Story of the Catholic Settlement of Bahau in WW2 Malaya” – by Fiona Hodgkins 
    e) “The Sixth Column. The Heroic Story of Lt. Col Mahmood Khan Durrani G.C.” – by M.K. Durrani 
Page 24    A Report in ‘Nature’ magazine in July 1946 – by E.J.H Corner 
Page 25    Obituaries:- 
     a)  Serena Margaret Gore – mother of MVG’s Patron Her Grace The Duchess of Norfolk 
     b)  Guy de Moubray – son of Hon. George de Moubray MSC & Capt in SSVF – attached to AIF 
Pages 25 – 26   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Saturday – 15th August 2015 – 70th Anniversary Service on V-J Day in NMA Chapel & MVG Garden 
     b)  Singapore – September 2015:- 
             1) Thursday 10th September – Historical Tour of N/W Battlefields 
             2) Friday 11th September – Unveiling Ceremony of Sime Road Plaque at Changi Museum & Lunch 
             3) Saturday 12th September – Service at Kranji CWGC 
             4) Monday 14th September – Private Conducted Tour of Women’s Section of Sime Road Camp 
     c)  Saturday 24th October 2015 – Annual London Reunion & Luncheon at RAF Club, London 
     d)  Thursday 5th November 2015 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey 
     e)  Sunday 8th November 2015 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in London 
     f)  Merdeka Day – 31st August 2015 – AUSTRALIA 
Page 26    Subscriptions – reminder to those who still have not paid 
Page 26    Password for website newsletters – changed to “vultures” – all lower case 
Page 26    Sime Road Plaque – update in shipment to Singapore 
Page 27    New Memorial to Post-war Volunteers in Singapore – near Dhoby Ghaut MRT station 
Page 27    “Mem’s Malay Poem 
Page 27    Contact details for U.K. & Overseas 
 
  
EDITION 44 – OCTOBER 2015 
 
Front Cover   Photo of MVG members outside Changi Museum, Singapore in Sept. 2015 for Sime Road Plaque unveiling 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – MVG Honours & Remembers FEPOWs and Civilian Internees on 70th Anniversary of V-J Day in Far East 
Page 2    “The Sinking of the Vyner Brooke” – report from Australian War Memorial, Canberra 
Pages3 & 4   Singapore Visit – September 2015 – Historical Tour of the Northwest Battlefields – report by Jane Booker Nielsen 
Pages 5 – 7   Singapore Visit - September - Unveiling of the Sime Road Plaque at the Changi Museum – report by Henry Langley 
Pages 8 & 9   Singapore – Remembrance Ceremony at Kranji CWGC - 70th anniversary of end of WW2 – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 10 & 11   Visit to Sime Road Camp – 14th September 2015 – report by Henry Langley 
Pages 12 – 14   A Third Visit of Discovery to Sumatra – September 2015 – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 15 – 16   Hugh Lawson’s Diaries from 2nd Sept to 31st December 1944 – Part 4 – by kind permission of Bob Davidson 
Pages 17 & 18   Excerpts from The Fishing Diaries of Eric S. Willbourn – FMSVF – by kind permission of Roger Willbourn 
Pages 19 – 21   “As I Remember It” – by P.M. Davies SRN – wife of Harley Boxall RAF – by kind permission of Sallie Hammond 
Pages 22 – 25   Chemical Engineering in Changi – A report by Norman Alexander edited by his daughter Mary Harris 
Page 26    Information Exchange:- 
     a) Patricia Woods – re: her parents’ book about their experiences in WW2 – copies still available 
     b) Gareth Owen – re:  translations of Dutch reports on life in POW camps in Sumatra 
Page 26    Books:- 
     a)  “Not Worth a Bullet.  The Memories of an Old Woman” – By Josephine Foss 
     b)  “Devotion to a Calling. Far-East Flying & Survival with 62 Squadron RAF” – by H. Boxall & J. Bamford
     c)   “The Church of St. George the Martyr, Penang, A Bicentenary Guide” – b y Leslie A.K. James 
Page 27    Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Thursday – 5th November 2015 – Cross Planting & Service at Westminster Abbey 
     b)  Sunday – 8th November 2015 – Remembrance Sunday & march past at the Cenotaph , London 
     c)  Kuala Lumpur – Remembrance Sunday Service – 8th November 2015 
     d)  Penang – Remembrance Day Ceremony – Sunday 15th November 2015 
Page 27    Accounts – copy of Income & Expenditure Sheets for U.K. Malaysia & Australia + Final Concert Accounts 
Page 27    List of members – to be deferred until January 2016 
Page 27    Contact details for U.K. & overseas 
 
 
EDITION 45 – JANUARY 2016 
 
Front Cover    Photo of MVG members marching past the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday – 8th November 2015 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – Looking back on year of Remembrance & Reflection – 70 years after end of WW2 – Wishes for 2016 
Page 2    MVG’s Annual Reunion & Luncheon on 24th October 2015 – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 3    Report on Remembrance Sunday in London on 8th November 2015 – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4    Report on Remembrance Sunday in K.L. on 8th November 2015 – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 5    Report on Remembrance Ceremony in Penang on 15th November 2015 – by Andrew Hwang 
Page 5    Report on Remembrance Ceremony in Ipoh on Friday 25th June 2015 – by Andrew Hwang 
Pages 6 – 8   “2nd Lt. Colin Symington – Escape from Singapore” – article compiled by D. Walmsley from daughter Morag’s notes 
Pages 9 & 10   “As I Remember It” – Part 2 by P.M. Davies SRN – by kind permission of her daughter Sallie Hammond 
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Page 10    Some Websites to visit:- 
    a)  http://digital.soas.ac.uk/LOAA000025/00001  “Churches of Captivity”  
    b)  http://gu.com/p/3tnzg/sbl - Guardian article about Mieke van Trigt, Dutch Civilian POW, mother of Jane Seymour 
    c)  http://muntokpeacemuseum.org – website prepared by David Man grandson of Gordon Reis – Civilian FEPOW 
    d)  http://mosaicscience.com – documentary based on “Captive Memories” – book by Meg Parkes 
Pages 11 & 12   Hugh Lawson’s Diaries from 1st January to 30th April 1945 – Part 5 – by kind permission of Bob Davidson 
Pages 13 – 15   George Deveraux Templer JVE – Pre- & Post-war Correspondence with his family – by permission of Carol Rundle 
Pages 16 – 19   The Barry Duke Brothers KVF – on the Death Railway – dissertation of & permission by Amanda Crowley 
Page 20    News from Australia:- 
     1.  Report on Christmas Lunch in Perth WA – by Elizabeth Adamson 
     2.  Fred Ransom Smith’s Exhibition “The Art of Survival” – report by John Pollock 
Page 21    “Our Christmas 1942” – from ‘By Eastern Windows’ by William McDougall – transcribed by Judy Balcombe 
Page 21    More websites to visit:- 
    a) http://au.news.yahoo.com/video/watch/30344705/former-world-war-two-prisoner-of-wars-opens-exhibition-of-  
        pictures-he-risked-his-life-to-draw/  - Fred Ransome Smith’s interview with Channel 7 News 
    b) http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/31682788?q&versionld=38424509  - Photos taken by Revd. H. Aiken 1/FMSVF 
    c) http://www.viweb.freehosting.net/talalla-bros.html  - Story of Talalla Brothers wartime service  
    d) http://www.itv.com/news/2015-07-23/mitsubishi-urged-to-apologise-to-british-prisoners-of-war/  - Sandy Gibson  
    e) http://www.vintag.es/2013/10/colour-photos-of-singapore-military-in.html  - Colour photos of military in Singapore 
    f)http://www.facebook.com/1496587907285169/videos/vb.1496587907285169/1688623454748279/?type=2etheater 
    g) http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/tts.site-ym.com/resource/collection/91BDA283-464C-4557-AAB8-4FA1C66B2B42- 
                                                                    Cameron_Highlands_Boarding_School_Susan_Wouters_and_Tony_D_version2.pdf – Tanglin School  
    h) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIPAD8WD2BE  - Trailer for “Lost Over France: Malaysia’s Unsung Hero” 
    i) http://www.staitstimes.com/singapore/marking-70th-year-of-the-end-of-ww11  - Article on Kranji Service  
    k)  http://vimeo.com/141922630  - Video of Talalla Family 10 year visit to France to honour Henry & Cyril’s wartime  
Pages22 – 24   The Diary of George William Somerville 4/FMSVF – by permission of his daughters & Ruth Rollitt 
Pages 25 & 26   Obituaries:- 
     a)  Cyril William (Bill) Pearson FMSVF – Veteran Volunteer whose memoirs have been included in A.K. 
     b)  Professor Herbert Gilles – world expert on malaria & worked at LSTM on FEPOWs’ health problems 
     c)  Dr. Stanley Pavillard SSVF – much loved & admired MO on the Thailand-Burma Railway 
    12 other obits associated with the Far East both pre-and post-war: 
     d)  William (“Bill”) Moylan – FEPOW & Chelsea Pensioner 
     e)  Capt. Terence ‘Pablo’ Percy – naval airman flew torpedo bombers from Formidable 
     f)  Lt. H.T.A. ‘Tom’ Wade – Lt. in 2nd Battn. Loyal Regt.  & FEPOW    
     g)  Gordon Graham – awarded 2 MCs in Burma 
     h)  Tony “Lofty” Eldridge – led last human torpedo raid from Trenchant against Jap ships 

 i)  Elizabeth McIntosh – American O.S.S agent in Far East  
 j)  Lt. Col. John Davie – served in Emergency with Seaforth Highlanders 
k)  Maj. Grahame Vivian – Awarded 2 MCs – in Burma & post-war in Malaya 
l)   Prof. Cheah Boon Kheng – historian and author 
m)  Lt. Col. Mark Elliot Legg – Army Air Corps & awarded DFC for ops in post-war Malayan Emergency 
n)  Sqn. Ldr. Stan Dixon – DFC for ops dropping sullies in Malayan Emergency 
o)  Maj. Gen. Ronald McAlister  - Force 136 in India and Burma 

Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Sunday – 14th February 2016 – Service at Point Walter Reserve, Perth WA.  Aus Army Nurses 
     b)  Monday – 15th February 2016 – Annual Memorial Service – City of Stirling, Perth WA 
     c)  Sunday - 15th May 2016 – Annual Memorial Service at Wymondham FEPOW Church 
     d)  Monday 15th August 2016 – Annual V-J Day Service – MVG’s Memorial Garden NMA 
     e)  Saturday – 22nd October 2016 – Annual London Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club 
     f)  Thursday – 10th November 2016 – Cross Planting & Service at Westminster Abbey 
     g)  Sunday – 13th November 2016 – Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, Whitehall 
     h)  Saturday – 10th December 2016 – Anniversary Service for sinking of Prince of Wales and Repulse 
     i)  Singapore – February 2017 – 75th Anniversary of the fall of Singapore 
Page 27    Subscriptions – reminder that they are due in April for all members 
Page 27    Service at the NMA on 10th December 2015 – report by Bob Hall 
Page 27    New List of Members – please keep for reference & check entry for errors. 
Page 27    Password for newsletter on line – “vultures” 
Page 27    Contact details for Australia, Malaysia and U.K. 
 
 
EDITION 46 – APRIL 2016 
Front Cover   Drawing of the KOFUKU MARU (MV KRAIT) being buzzed by a Japanese FIM “Pete” reconnaissance plane. 
Page 1    Editorial – Fall of Singapore & Massacre of Army Nurses in Feb 74 years ago remembered at services in Australia. 
Page 2    Annual Service of Commemoration in Perth Western Australia. 
Page 2    Memorial Service for the Australian Army Nurses from the Vyner Brooke – Report by Robert Gray. 
Pages 3 – 5   John Godber as a POW – talk by John to senior citizens in 1989 – permission of Jen Howe & Christopher Godber. 
Pages 6 – 8   2nd Lt. Colin Symington – Escape from Singapore – Part 2 – by Doug Walmsley from daughter Morag’s notes. 
Page 9    Secret Demolition of Raffles’ House - Letter printed in ‘The Star Online’ & sent by Leslie James. 
Page 9    Zeke at 6 o’clock - Report from the New Straits Times about the flight of the reconstructed WW2 Zero Fighter plane. 
Page 10    Warming about Wikipedia from Mary Harris 
Pages 11 & 12   “A Journey of Nightmares” – by Sallie Hammond and Dave Croft 
Pages 13 & 14   “The Diary of George William Somerville 1902 – 1984 – Part 2 – by Jill Staples & Barbara Parsons & Ruth Rollitt. 
Pages 15 & 16   Hugh Lawson’s Diary – Sime Road Camp from 1st May – 31st July 1945 – Part 6 – by permission of Bob Davidson. 
Pages 17 & 18   “The Distinguished Life of Lt. Col. A.T. Edgar OBE” – by courtesy of his son Anthony Edgar. 
Page 18    Albert Stephen Ignatious Gispert and the Hash House  Harriers. 
Pages 19 – 23   “Memories of Cameron Highlands Boarding School” – by Susan Wouters and Tony Daintry. 
Page 24 & 25   The 36 Squadron Saga – Seletar, Singapore – Report by Les Hughes RAF & permission of Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Page 25    Books:- 
     a)  “Castles in the Air: A Family Memoir of Love and Loss” – by Alison Ripley Cubitt 
     b)  “Surviving the Death Railway: A POW’s Memoir and Letters from Home” – by Hilary Custance Green 
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Page 25    Information Exchange:- 
     a)  Congratulations to Mike Sargeant on his award of Doctorate in Music. 
Page 26    Obituaries:- 
     a)  Mary Huang Siew Ching – grandmother of Andrew & Lisa Hwang 
    Other obituaries associated with the Far East both pre- and post-war:- 
     b)  Lt. Michael Ashton MC – 4th Batt Royal Norfolks POW in Singapore and on the Burma-Siam Railway 
     c)  Major Gordon Wilmot – served with the RSF 1954-57 during the Malayan Emergency. 
     d)  Bruce George – fought with the British Battalion & POW on Burma-Siam Railway. 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Tuesday 12th April 2016 – Joint BMS/MVG Meeting & Talk at the Malaysian High Commission. 
     b)  Sunday 15th May 2016 – Annual Memorial Service at Wymondham FEPOW Church. 
     c)  Wednesday 25th May 2016 – Annual Gardening Day at the MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA. 
     d)  Monday 15th August 2016 – Annual V-J Day Service in the MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA. 
     e)  Saturday 22nd October 2016 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon – RAF Club, Piccadilly, London. 
     f)  Thursday 10th November 2016 – Cross Planting Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey. 
     g)  Sunday 13th November 2016 – Remembrance Sunday Service in Whitehall & Cenotaph March Past. 
     h)  Saturday 10th December 2016 – Service at NMA for sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     i)  February 2017 – 75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore on 15th February 1942. 
Page 27    Subscriptions – reminder that subscriptions are now due in April 2017. 
Page 27    Contact addresses for Australia, Malaysia and the U.K. 
 
 
EDITION 47 – JULY 2016 
 
Front Cover   Joint meeting of the BMS and MVG in April 2016 
Page 1    Editorial – Happy 90th Birthday to HM the Queen – Enjoyable & successful joint meeting of the BMS & MVG. 
Page 2    Annual Gardening Day at the NMA – Wed 25th May – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 3 & 4   Report on Joint BMS and MVG Talk and Lunch – by Ruth Iversen Rollitt. 
Pages 4 & 5   Visit to Wymondham for Annual FEPOW Service – by Jill Smallshaw. 
Pages 5 & 6   Continuing to Remember the Internees & POWs at Muntok, Banka Island – report by Judy Balcombe. 
Page 6    Information Exchange:- 
      a)  Elizabeth Moggie requests photos of Kajang Club or Ulu Langat/Kajang District Office. 
      b)  Alison Webber asks for info about a painting by Bernard Hailstone of an army officer. 
Pages 7 & 8   Michael W.F. Tweedie  - Camouflage Office RAFVR – Information sent by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 9 & 10   John Godber as a POW – Part 2 of his talk to Senior Citizens in 1989 – sent by Jen Howe & Christopher Godber. 
Pages 11 – 13   Hugh Lawson’s Diary – Sime Road, Release & Journey Home 1/8 to 28/11/1945 – Part 7 - sent by Bob Davidson. 
Pages 14 – 19   Radars & Raiders. RAF Air Defence Radar, Singapore 1941-42 – by Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 20 – 23   “The Last of the Old 93rd Highlanders” – by Jonathan Moffatt. 
Pages 24 & 25   Obituaries:- 
     a)  Diana Maureen Ruffell –  MVG member & daughter of Forbes Wallace FMSVF & Aileen (nee Grace). 
     b) Susan Tanner –  MVG member & daughter of Harry Malet 4/FMSVF & Josephine. 
     c)  David Blyth 2/A & SH – last of the old 93rds – FEPOW in KL, Thailand & Indo-China. 
    Other obituaries associated with the Far East both pre- and post-war 
     d)  Sqn. Ldr. Owen Parry DFC – Flew 175 ops in Burma including around Imphal & Kohima in 1944. 
     e)  Major Jim Symes MC & Bar – Commanded 1st Batt, Royal Hampshire Regiment during Emergency. 
Pages 25 & 26   Books:- 
     a)  “World War 11@Bukit Brown” – collection of stories, essays, & poems about Japanese Occupation. 
     b)  “The Balestiers. The First American Residents of Singapore” – by R.E.Hale 

c)  “Surviving the Death Railway: A Pow’s Memoir and Letters Home” – corrections – by Hilary Green 
     d)  “Tiger in the Park: The Wartime Heritage of Adam park” – by Jon Cooper. 
Page 26    Websites to visit:- 
    a)  http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/wwii-tale-unravels-at-adam-park-bungalow  - interesting ST article. 
    b)  http://www.marshallcavendish.com/marshallcavendish/genref/The-Balestiers_B964_Singapore.aspx  - book 
    c)  http://www.ethosbooks.comsg/collections/others/products/tigers-in-the-park  - Jon Cooper’s book 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Monday 15th August 2016 – Annual V-J Day Service – MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA 
     b)  Perth WA – Merdeka Day Service – 31st August 2016 
     c)  Saturday 22nd October 2016 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club, Piccadilly, London. 
     d)  Thursday 10th November 2016 – Cross Planting  Ceremony & Service at Westminster Abbey. 
     e)  Sunday 13th November 2016 – Remembrance Sunday Service at Whitehall & Cenotaph March Past. 
     f)   Saturday 10th December 2016 – NMA Commemoration of sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     g)  February 2017 – Singapore – 75th Anniversary of Fall of Singapore 15/2/1942 & Kranji Service. 
     h)  Perth WA – 14th & 15th Feb 2017 – Services for Massacre of Army Nurses & Fall of Singapore. 
     i)  Muntok – 16th February 2017 – Memorial Service on Radji Beach. 
Page 27    Researching FEPOW History Group – 6th International Conference – 9th -11th June 2017 in Liverpool.  Register now. 
Page 27    Subscriptions – a reminder 
Page 27     Password for Newsletters on website – “Kelantan” 
Page 27    Contact addresses for officers in Australia, Malaysia and the U.K. 
 
 
EDITION 48 – OCTOBER 2016 
 
Front Cover   V-J day Service on 15th August 2016 – June Jackson reading a poem entitled “Freedom.” 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – 71st Anniversary of V-J Day commemorated – Plans to attend 75th anniversary of Fall of Singapore 2017. 
Page 2    V-J Day Service – 15th August 2016 – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 3    Report on the Service at God’s Little Acre Cemetery, Batu Gajah – by Michael Doncaster 
Pages 4 & 5   Letter from Rachel Rowe re: talk at Cambridge University Library about digitizing the records of civilian internees. 
Page 5    News in Brief from Singapore and Malaysia  - from newspaper cuttings sent by Liz Moggie 
Pages 6 – 8   “U” Letter Party/”J” Battalion’s Journey by train from Singapore to Thailand 28/10/42 – report by John Pollock. 
Pages 9 – 11   The Wartime Recollections of Terence de Souza. 
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Pages 12 & 13   “The Last of the Old 93rd Highlanders” – Part 2 – by Jonathan Moffatt. 
Pages 14 – 19   The Diary of Charles Robert Samuel – by kind permission of Sir David Lewis. 
Pages 20 & 21   “The Tale of a Table, Java 1942” – by F.O. Claude McLaren-Reid – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Page 22    Books:- 
    a)  “Doris Van Der Stratten.  The Australian Mistress of the Japanese Commander of K.L.” – by Andrew Barber. 
Page 22    The Story of Gander – with thanks to Sallie Hammond for this story. 
Page 23    Obituaries:- 
     a)  President S.R. Nathan of Singapore – who unveiled MVG’s teak plaque at Changi Museum 12/9/08. 
    Other obituaries associated with the Far East both pre- and post-war:- 
     b)  Cynthia Cooke – repatriation nurse on HMS Formidable with returning Australian & other FEPOWs. 
     c)  Peter Fontaine – served in Burma with the Royal Corps of Signals – post-war he became an actor. 
     d)  Lt. Col. Edward Gopsill MC & DSO – served with Gurkhas in WW2 & Malayan Emergency post-war 
     e)  Lt. Col. Peter Kemmis Betty MC – fought with 28th Indian Infantry Brigade WW2 & post-war Emergency 
     f)  Cyril Charles Wigram – Somerset L.I.  RFC & RAFVR in Far East – captured in Java. 
Page 24    ML-KNIL Vildebeest Aircraft – article by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 25 & 26   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  Saturday 22nd October 2016 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club. 
     b)  Thursday 19th November 2016 – Cross Planting Ceremony – Westminster Abbey. 
     c)  Sunday 13th November 2016 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past at the Cenotaph. 
     d)  Saturday 10th December 2016 – Commemoration of the sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     e)  75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore – 15th February 2017 – Kranji Service. 
     f)  Perth WA – 14th February 2017 – Service for Australian Army Nurses killed on Radji Beach, Muntok. 
     g)  Perth WA – 15th February 2017 – Service to mark the fall of Singapore. 
     h)  Muntok, Banka Island – 16th February 2017 – Memorial Service on Radji Beach. 
     i)  Friday – Sunday 9th – 11th June 2017 – RFH Group’s 6th International Conference in Liverpool. 
Page 26    List of Members – up-dated new issue. 
Page 26    Subscriptions – a reminder to pay promptly in April. 
Page 26    Password for accessing back copies of newsletter on the website – “kelantan” 
Page 27    Annual Accounts will be ready in January 2017. 
Page 27    Photo of President S. R, Nathan and MVG members after unveiling the teak Plaque at the Changi Museum 12/9/08 
Page 27    Contact addresses for officers in Australia, Malaysia and the U.K. 
 
 
EDITION 49 – JANUARY 2017 
 
Front Cover   MVG & Malayan Volunteer Forces Crosses in the FEPOW Plot, Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey. 
Pages 1 & 2   Disappointment on Remembrance Sunday 2016 – Plans to attend 75th anniversary in Singapore on 15/2/2017. 
Page 2    Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2016 – Report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 3 & 4   Annual Reunion and Luncheon Report – 22nd October 2016 
Page 3    Books: 
    a)  “From Cornwall to the Burma-Thai Railway: A Tribute to John Henry Polglase” – by Robin John Polglase. 
Pages 5 & 6   The Wartime Recollections of Terence de Souza – Part 2. 
Pages 7 & 8   DHS Hall.  The Story of a Royal Marine aboard HMS Prince of Wales 1941 – 1945 – by his son Bob Hall 
Page 8    Websites to visit:- 
    a)  http://www.theage.com.au/travel/-grzhfs.html – Battlefield Tourism Destinations – sent by Robert Gray. 
    b)  http://www.facebook.com/WW11BECFFESEA19371946/videos/1856988367911786/  - MVAF new clip (Parrini) 
    c)  www.walterpollock.com – sent by John Pollock following Walter Pollock’s story in his Diary.   

     Also see twitter@walterpollock_  
d)  http://www.star2.com/people/2016/12/08/invasion-of-malaya-the-japanese-arrive/  - sent by Liz Moggie. 
e)  http://www.star2.com/people/2016/12/08/invasion-of-malaya-from-kota-baru-to-kuala-lumpur/  - part 2 of above. 

Pages 9 – 12   The Diary of Charles Robert Samuel contd. – by kind permission of Sir David Lewis 
Pages 13 – 15   “My Father and the Capture of the Mata Hari in February 1942” – by kind permission of his son Phil Hogge.  
Pages 16 – 18   An ANZAC Story – Finding the Nurses in Sumatra – from an article in the Tasmanian Times by Peter Henning. 
Pages 18 & 19   News from Australia – 75th Anniversary of Vyner Brooke sinking; Knitted Poppies; Christmas Lunch in WA 
Page 19    News from Malaysia – taken from newspaper cuttings sent by Liz Moggie – Remembrance Sunday & other reports. 
Page 20    Service at the NMA on 10th December 2016 – report by Bob Hall. 
Page 20    The Battle of the Java Sea – from an article in the Daily Telegraph. 
Pages 21 & 22   Invasion of Malaya: First Shot in the Pacific War – article in the Star2 newspaper with input from MVG members. 
Page 23    SSVF Colours Stolen from Japs – article from the Straits Times dated 23rd January 1947. 
Pages 24 & 25   Obituaries:- 
     a)  Merilyn Margaret Hywel-Jones – founder member of MVG and personal friend of many members. 
     b)  Des Woodford – MVG member & child internee in Palembang & Muntok. 
     c)  Bill Bourke – former member of MVG whose father was interned in Palembang. 
     d)  Maj-Gen. Pater Benson – Served during the Emergency – as rat-catcher in chief. 
Pages 25 – 27   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  February 2017 – MVG’s visit to Singapore for the 75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore. 
     b)  Perth WA – 12th February 2017 – 75th Anniversary Service of the sinking of the Vyner Brooke. 
     c)  Perth WA – 15th February 2017 – Annual Service to mark the 75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore. 
     d)  Muntok, Sumatra – Nurses’ Memorial Service on Radji Beach. 
     e)  London – April 2017 – Joint BMS/MVG Meeting at Malaysian High Commission. 
     f)  Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2017 – Annual FEPOW Service. 
     g)  NMA – Sunday 21st May 2017 – Annual Gardening Day in MVG’s Plot. 
     h)  Liverpool – Friday – Sunday 9th-11th June – RFH Group’s 6th International FEPOW Conference. 
     i)  V-J Day – Tuesday 15th August 2017 – Annual Service at the NMA in MVG’s Memorial Garden. 
     j)  London – Saturday 21st October 2017 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon – RAF Club, Piccadilly. 
     k)  London – Thursday 9th November 2017 – Cross Planting and Serrvice at Westminster Abbey. 
     l)  London – Saturday 12th November 2017 – Remembrance Sunday Service and March Past in Whitehall. 
     m)  NMA – Sunday 10th December 2017 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
Page 27    Subscriptions – reminder to all memberes. 
Page 27    Annual Accounts – Copy of Income and Expenditure sheet. 
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Page 27    Password for Newsletters on Website – “vultures” – all lower case. 
Page 27     Photo of the recovered ship’s bell from HMS Prince of Wales 
Page 27    Contact details for UK, Malaysia and Australia. 
 
 
 
EDITION 50 – APRIL 2017 
 
Front Cover   Captain Ho Weng Toh, Vilma Howe and Olga Henderson lay their wreaths during the Kranji Service 15/2/17 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – MVG members commemorate the Fall of Singapore at services in Singapore, Sumatra & Perth WA. 
Page 2    Visit to Cambridge University Library – notice from Jonathan Moffatt 
Page3    Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the fall of Singapore in Plymouth – report by Bob Hall. 
Page 4    MVG sparks transatlantic meeting – by Dr. Malcolm Read 
Pages 4 & 5   75 years later – a meeting of parallel lives – Diana Mirkin’s story 
Pages 5 & 6   Donald and Carol Purdie’s Story – related by Diana Mirkin. 
Pages 7 – 9   “My Father and the Capture of the Mata Hari in February 1942 – Part 2” – by kind permission of his son Phil Hogge. 
Pages 10 – 12   “Keeping an Eye on the Japanese in Thailand – The Jungle Border Patrol of 1941” – article by Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 12 – 16   The Diary of C harles Robert Samuel contd. – by kind permission of Sir David Lewis. 
Pages 17 & 18   The Story of Colin Inglis’s Escape – by kind permission of Sir David Lewis. 
Page 18    Roderick James Rait’s medals. 
Pages 19 – 21   “Prisoner of the Japanese. The Trials & Tribulations of William Munro” – sent by Donald & late Diana Ruffell. 
Page 22    Obituaries:- 
     a)  Michael Hammett – MVG member & son of Harold Hammett , Camp Leader in Palembang and Muntok
     b)  Des Woodford – recorded in more detail – MVG member & child internee 
     c)  Col. David Shallow MC – Royal Marine serving during the Emergency. 
     d)  Adam Bergius DSC – crew member of a midget submarine which cut phone cables in Far East waters. 
Page 22    Books:- 
     a)  “Largie Castle. A Rifled Nest” - by Mary Gladstone. 
Page 22    Websites:- 
    a)  http://muntokpeacemuseum.org/  - website for Muntok Peace Museum set up by David Man. 
    b)  http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Reis-Prisoner-of-War-Diary-for-Muntok-Visit-Letter-Size- 
         With-Postscript.pdf   -  the Diary of Gordon Reis – grandfather of David Man 
    c)  http://www.cwgc.org/news-events/news/2017/2/daughter-who-escaped-singapore-in-1942-returns-to-pay-tribute- 
         to-father-who-stayed-behind.aspx  - Telephone interview with Rosemary Fell before visit to Singapore. 
Pages 23 & 24   The Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas of Canterbury.  National Memorial Church of FEPOW – an update. 
Page 25    “Flying Tigers”  - taken from an article in “Ipoh when Tin was King” – Capt. Ho Weng Toh & Capt. Leong Ming Sen. 
Page 26    Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  London – April 2017 – Joint BMS.MVG meeting at the Malaysian High Commission. 
     b)  Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2017 – Annual FEPOW Service. 
     c)  NMA – Sunday 21st May 2-17 – Gardening Day at MVG’s Plot at the NMA. 
     d)  Liverpool Conference – Friday – Sunday 9th-11th June 2017 – 6th International Conference. 
     e)  V-J Day Service – Tuesday 15th August 2017 – NMA  
     f)  London – Saturdy 21st October 2017 – Annual Reunion and Lunch – RAF Club 
     g)  London – Thursday 9th November 2017 – Cross Planting Cedremony 
     h)  London – Sunday 12th November 2017 – Remembrance Sunday 
     i)  NMA – Sunday 10th December 2017 – Service for HMS Repulse & HMS Prince of Wales 
Page 26    Subscriptions – now due for payment – a rfeminder. 
Page 27    “I Found a Bone” – poem by Teo Kah Leng (Peter) – A Tribute to the Sook Ching Massacre of Chinese in 1942. 
Page 27    Contact addresses for secretaries in UK, Australia and Malaysia. 
 
 
EDITION 51 – JULY 2017 
 
Front Cover   Jonathan Moffatt with veteran MVG member Charles Edwards’ map of the Thailand-Burma Railway 
Page 1    Editorial – MVG members attend RFH Confernce in Liverpool – Fight for recognition of the Volunteers continues. 
Page 2    The FEPOW Service at Wymondham – report by Hilary Green. 
Page 2    Gardening Day in the MVG’s Memorial Garden at the NMA – report by Rosemary Fell. 
Page 3    Reminder to sign up for the visit to the Cambridge University Library. 
Page 3    Remembering the Fall of Singapore - by Ros Bickford. 
Pages 3 – 6   A report on recent dealings with the Chairman & Trustees of the FEPOW Memorial Building at the NMA – by R.Fell. 
Page 7    A visit to Kota Ambon, Indonesia – report by Liz Moggie. 
Pages 8 & 9   “My Father and the Capture of the Mata Hari in February 1942 – Part 3” – by kind permission of his son Phil Hogge. 
Pages 10 – 13   “Memories of Evacuation & Capture of the ‘Mata Hari.’  An Eye Witness Account” – by Vilma Howe. 
Pages 13 & 14   Information Exchange:- 
     a)  Straits Times Changi Prison Feature – an interview with Vilma Howe. 
     b)  A letter about Captain David Nelson’s health from his Doctor – Dr. Hugh Smith. 
     c)  More information from Jonathan Moffatt on the IWM 
     d)  Letter written on the S.S. Tegelberg by Edward Hebditch – sent by his daughter June Jackson. 
     e)  Roderick Rait – more information from John & Ann Evans. 
Pages 14 – 17   “Prisoner of the Japanese. The Trials & Tribulations of William Munro – Pt. 2” – sent by Donald & late Diana Ruffell 
Page 18    The Sinking of the SS Tandjong Pinang – 17/2/1942 – by kind permission of Sir David Lewis. 
Pages 19 & 20   “Legacies of far East Captivity”  - a report on the RFH’s 6th International Conference by Rosemary Fell. 
Pages 21 & 22   “The Art of Survival in Far East POW Camps” – proposed Art Exhibition by the LSTM in 2019. 
Page 23    Obituaries:- 
     a)  Jean Moffatt – mother of Jonathan Moffatt and his sisters. 
     b)  Nola Hudson – Honorary Life Member aged 103. 
     c)  Fred Seiker – former MVG member & FEPOW.  Artist and Author of “Lest We Forget.” 
    Other obituaries associated with the Far East both pre- and post-war:- 
     d)  George W. Duffy – U.S. Merchant Marine and FEPOW - attendee at a RFH Conference. 
     e)  Iris Hogge – Sumatra civilian internee  - daughter of a rubber planter in Sumatra. 
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     f)  Vice Admiral Dick Wildish – engineer on HMS Prince of Wales – designed the “splinter box” – escaped. 
     g)  James “Lionel “ Brooke – son of Anthony, nephew and heir apparent to Rajah Vyner Brooke. 
Page 23    Websites to visit:- 
    a)  http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/a-prison-that-both-chills-and- 
         fascinates?&utm_source=email&utm_medium=social-media&utm_campaign=addtoany – Changi Prison website 
    b)  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04b6bs3 - “My Dad’s Diary”  - found on Japanese beach & returned to family 
Page 24    Books:- 
     a)  “My Dear Everyone: Echoes from a Colonial Life” – by Patricia Wood 
     b)  “Burma Railway Medicine: Disease, Death & Survival” – by Geoff Gill and Meg Parkes.  
Page 25    Veteran Remembers Japanese Invasion – report in the Star newspaper about MVG Veteran James Jeremiah. 
Page 26    Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  V-J Day Service – Tuesday 15th August 2017. 
     b)  Perth WA – 31st August 2017 – Merdeka Day Service. 
     c)  London – Saturday 21st October 2017 – Annual Reunion and Lunch. 
     d)  London – Thursday 9th November 2017 – Cross Planting 
     e)  London – Sunday 12th November 2017 – Remembrance Sunday 
     f)  NMA – Sunday 10th December 2017 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     g)  SINGAPORE – 12th September 2020 – 75th anniversary of the Japanese surrender. 
Page 26    Annual Subscriptions – thanks. 
Page 26    List of Members – to be issued in October. 
Page 27    Photo of Brenda Macduff’s 103rd Birthday – Honorary MVG member. 
Page 27    “Civilyun an’ Sojer too” – poem in ‘A History of the Singapore Volunteer Corps’ with apologies to Rudyard Kipling. 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 52 – OCTOBER 2017 
 
Front Cover   Olga Henderson’s Birthday card made for her in Sime Road Camp by Tommy Ryan – an “Asia Boy”. 
Page 1    Editorial - V-J Day remembered at the NMA – RBL recognizes the MVG’s right to march on Remembrance Sunday. 
Page 2    Apologies to Sibylla Jane Flower and John Hembry. 
Pages 3 & 4   V-J Day Service at the NMA – 15th August 2017 – report by Jonathan Moffatt with input by Rosemary Fell. 
Pages 5 & 6   Cambridge University Library Visit – 11th August 2017 – report by Jonathan Moffatt. 
Pages 6 & 7   Service of Remembrance 2017 – Kings Park, Western Australia – edited report by Bill Adamson. 
Pages 8 – 10   “My Story” by Allan Proctor who died in 2016 – sent by Robert Gray, MVG member in Australia. 
Page 11    “Who are the Bachelors of Amoy?” – article by William Shore. 
Pages 12 – 15   W.B.E. Petersen – Danish Planter turned Jungle Soldier.  Article researched by Dave Croft. 
Pages 16 – 18   “My Father and the Capture of the Mata Hari in February 1942 – Part 4” – by kind permssion of his son Phil Hogge. 
Pages 19 & 20   Recruiting Volunteers for RAF Malaya – The Special Technical Corps – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 21 – 24   “Prisoner of the Japanese.  The Trials & Tribulations of William Munro –Pt. 3” – sent by Donald & late Diana Ruffell. 
Pages 24 – 26   News in Brief:- 
     a)  Report in the Star newspaper about Bukit Chandu. 
     b) Opening of the “Witness to War” Exhibition at the National Museum of Singapore. 
     c)  Recent visit to Singapore’s Kranji CWGC by Michael Doncaster. 
     d)  Mary Harris adds more to the E.O Shebbeare story. 
     e)  Information re: Sqn. Ldr. Longmore – a former rubber planter in Malaya. 
     f) News from Muntok Peace Museum by Judy Balcombe. 
     g) Knitted Poppies – by Eileen Wright. 
     h) Two stories from the New Sunday Times – “Nepti” and the 1st BMS/MVG Lunch. 
Page 26    Obituaries:- 
     a)  Elizabeth Okeby – sister of MVG member Mason Nelson 
     b)  Marshall Douglas – husband of MVG member Velvet Douglas. 
     c)  Lt-Cdr. Henry Hall – last survivor of HMAS Canberra 
     d) Alastair Gavin MC – awarded for his role as troop leader in the Emergency. 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary:- 
     a)  London – 21st October 2017 – Annual Reunion & Lunch. 
     b)  London – 9th November 2017 – Cross Planting. 
     c)  London - 12th November 2017 – Remembrance Sunday 
     d)  NMA – 10th December 2017 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     e)  Muntok – 16th February 2018 – “Walk for Humanity” – service at Radji Beach. 
     f)  London – 5th April 2018 – Joint BMS/MVG meeting at Malaysian High Commission. 
     g)  Singapore – 12th September 2020 – 75th anniversary of the Japanese surrender. 
Page 27    List of members – enclosed please check entries. 
Page 27    Annual Accounts – no accounts from Malaysia. 
Page 27    Website – re-vamped website be online in January 2018 
Page 27    Photo of Bob Hall reading the Exhortaion at the V-J day Service – August 2017. 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 53 – JANUARY 2018  
 
Front Cover   Photo of HMS Repulse +HMS Prince of Wales Memorial at the NMA – Annual Service on 10th December 2017. 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – MVG’s new website goes live; members march at Cenotaph; Electricity for Muntok’s Peace Museum. 
Pages 2 & 3   Report on Annual Reunion & Lunch on Saturday 21st October 2017 & Roger Willbourn’s talk- report by R.Fell. 
Page 3    November Lunch in Perth WA – report by Elizabeth Adamson. 
Page 3    Cross Planting Ceremony 9th November 2017 – report by Karen Harney. 
Pages 4 & 5   Remembrance Sunday Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall – Sunday 12th November 2017 – report by Rosemary Fell. 
Page 5    Report on the HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales Commemoration Service at the NMA, 10/12/17 – report by Bob Hall. 
Page 6    Report on the Peace Museum in Muntok – by Judy Balcombe. 
Pages 7 & 8   Report by Capt. J.W. Smith on 6/11/1945 on an incident at Benkolen (sic) on 5/11/45.  
Page 8    Interview with Hanako Kuyama 18/11.17 re: State visit of Akihito in 1998 – by Sibylla Jane Flower. 
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Pages 9 & 10   Tan Sri Dato’ Mubin Sheppard MCS – presented by Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 10 & 11   “Echo of the Malayan Campaign” - Article in Straits Times 21/4/1946 – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 11 & 12   News in Brief:  Replies to items covered in Oct 2017 [A.K. 52]. 
     1). New Sunday Times Story of ‘Nepti. The Silent One’ – by Jane Nielsen. 
     2). Information about  WFN Churchill – by Dave Croft. 
     3). Report on “Witness to War” exhibition at the National Museum in Singapore – by Liz Moggie. 
     4). Christmas card 1945 – sent by Major Eric Wingate from the far East – by David Wingate his son. 
     5). The Bachelors of Amoy – informatiojn sent by Mason Nelson 
     6). Edward Shebbeare – Head of Snail Farm in Sime Road Camp – from Dave Croft. 
     7). Report in Star newspaper 24/10/17 “Abe to push revision of Japan’s pacific constitution.” 
Pages 13 – 15   “The Surveyor Surveyed” – Eric Willbourn OBE., ED., MA – Roger Willbourn’s talk at the MVG Lunch Oct 2017. 
Pages 16 & 17   Eric Willbourn & Elizabeth Alexander ; some geological continuity – by Mary Harris. 
Page 17    Wartime Record of Alexander A. Russell FMSVF, Armoured Cars & POW with “D” Battalion – by Jonathan Russell. 
Pages18 – 20   “Prisoner of the Japanese. The Trials and Tribulations of William Munro. Pt 4” – By Donald & the late Diana Ruffell. 
Pages 20 & 21   Harold James & Gladys Isabel Page in World War Two – by Judy Barradell-Smith. 
Pages 22 – 24   Obituaries: 
     a). Sir Roger Moon. 
     b). Tony Lucas. 
     c). Commander Bill Atkinson. 
     d). Air Vice-Marshall Ted Hawkins. 
     e). Geoffrey Rowley-Conwy (Lord Langford). 
Pages 24 & 25   Visit of HRH The Prince of Wales & HRH The Duchess of Cornwall to Malaysia - & POW to Taiping Cemetery. 
Page 26    Second Joint meeting of MVG & BMS – Thursday 5/4/18 at 52, Bedfod Row, London. 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary: 
     a). Perth WA Sunday 11th February 2018.  Service for Vyner Brooke sinking & Radji Beach Massacre. 
     b). Perth WA Saturday 17th February 2018. Fall of Singapore Commemoration Service. 
     c). Muntok Friday 16th February 2018. Service and ‘Walk for Humanity’ on Radji Beach. 
     d). London Thursday 5th April 2018.  Joint MVG/BMS meeting. 
     e). Wymondham Sunday 13th May 2018.  Annual FEPOW Service in FEPOW Chapel. 
     f). NMA Sunday 13th May 2018.  Annual Gardening & Plot Maintenance. 
     g). NMA Wednesday 15th August 2018. Annual V-J Day Service. 
     h). Perth WA August 2018.  Annual Merdeka Day Service, Kings Park. 
     i). London Saturday 20th October 2018.  Annual Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club. 
     j). London Thursday 8th November 2018. Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey. 
     k). London Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph.  
     l). Canada Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday, Toronto. 
     m). Malaysia Sunday November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday Services in KL & Penang. 
     n). NMA Monday 10th December 2018. Service in memory of sinkings of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     o). Singapore 12th September 2020. 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender. 
Page 27    Annual Subscriptions – reminder they are due in APRIL. 
Page 27    MVG Website – new look to our website which has been re-vamped. 
Page 27    New website address for RFH Group – https://fepowhistory.com  
Page 27    Photo of FEPOW Memorial Stone at Mornington Crescent, London.  
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
 
EDITION 54 – APRIL 2018 
 
Front Cover   Members of the Malayan Victory Parade Contingent at the Dunlop Factory – June 1946 (Lim Keng Watt x). 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial – Commemoration services in Perth WA and Sumatra.  Addition of an MVG Facebook page on the web. 
Page 2    Vyner Brooke Tragedy Commemoration Service – report by Robert Gray. 
Pages 2 & 3   Fall of Singapore Commemoration Service – 17th February 2018 – report by Elizabeth Adamson. 
Pages 4 – 7   Visit to Muntok and Service on 16th February 2018 – report by Judy Balcombe. 
Pages 7 & 8   Repatriation to Australia on the Oranje – by Jane Booker Nielsen. 
Pages 8 – 10   Hubert Berkeley – the early 20th century peoples’ campaigner – by Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Page 11    Nursing Sisters Alethea Gentles and Sallie Scarf – by Sallie Hammond MVG Secretary in Canada/USA. 
Pages 12 – 14   “The Surveyor Surveyed” – Eric Willbourn OBE., ED., MA.– Roger Willbourn’s talk at the MVG Lunch October 2017. 
Pages 15 – 17   The Victory Celebrations – London 8th June 1946 – by Audrey Lim Swee Peck. 
Pages 18 – 20   Harold James & Gladys Isabel Page in World War Two – Part 2 – by Judy Barradell-Smith. 
Page 20    Information Exchange – More information about Major Eric Wingate from his son, David Wingate. 
Pages 21 & 22   The Diary of Sir Alastair & Esther Blair-Kerr about their escape from Singapore in 1942 – by Linda Hughes. 
Pages 23 & 24   Obituaries: 
     a). Donald Fell – Rosemary’s husband - Eulogies by Jonathan Moffatt; Anthony Denton & Dick Leonard. 
     b). Lt.Col. Ian Hywel-Jones MBE., MC. – husband of MVG member Merilyn Hywel-Jones. 
     c). Fergus Anckorn – Magician & Burma Railway Survivor. 
     d). Belinda Corner – wife of MVG member John Corner. 
Page 25    News in Brief: 
     a). Liz Moggie reports on Changi Museum, Haw Par Villa & Raffles Hotel – closed for renovations. 
     b). Malaysian press reports on relations between presidents Xi of China & Abe of Japan. 
     c). Abdication of Emperor Akihito in April 2019 
     d). Discovery of underground wartime bunker at Ipoh Airport.  
Page 25    Websites to Visit: 
a). https://fepowhistory.com/2018/03/23/fergus-anckorn-the-conjuror-on-the-kwai/   
b). http://news,navy.gov.au/en/Mar2018/Community/4519/Remembering-heroism-and-sacrifice-of-Australian-Army-
Nurses.htm#.Wq5JiEoSKDk.email=0A=0A     
c). https:www.facebook.com/groups/375356659604268/?notif_id=1518183412656582&notif_t=group_added_to_group&ref=notif  
d). https:www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/22/bodies-of-second-world-war-sailors-in-java-sea-dumped-in-mass-
grave?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Messenger  
Page 25    Annual Subscriptions – a remionder that they are now due. 
Pages 25 & 26   Dates for your Diary: 
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     a). Wymondham Sunday 13th May 2018.  Annual FEPOW Service in FEPOW Chapel. 
     b). NMA Sunday 13th May 2018.  Annual Gardening & Plot Maintenance. 
     c). NMA Wednesday 15th August 2018. Annual V-J Day Service. 
     d). Perth WA August 2018.  Annual Merdeka Day Service, Kings Park. 
     e). London Saturday 20th October 2018.  Annual Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club. 
     f). London Thursday 8th November 2018. Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey. 
     g). London Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph.  
     h). Canada Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday, Toronto. 
     i). Malaysia Sunday November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday Services in KL & Penang. 
     j). NMA Monday 10th December 2018. Service in memory of sinkings of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     k). Singapore 12th September 2020. 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender. 
Page 27    Bookmark photos.  Designed by Donald Fell for distribution with the newsletter in April 2018 
Page 27    HELP WANTED URGENTLY – to type up evacuee lists for the new website. 
Page 27    Photo of Front Cover of the Victory Celebrations Programme – 8th June 1946. 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 55 – JULY 2018 
 
Front Cover   Cartoon of Sime Road Camp on Liberation by Admiral Mountbatten – drawn by Robert W.E. Harper. 
Page 1    Editorial – Successful & well-attended MVG/BMS meeting.  Volunteers commemorated at Wymondham Service. 
Pages 2 & 3   Report on BMS/MVG Meeting on 5th April 2018 – by Jonathan Moffatt. 
Page 4    “My Trip to Belum” by E.W. Birch – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Page 4    Message from Malaysia re: Seremban Memorial – sent by Major A.R. Ramachandran lyer. 
Page 4    Message from keith Andrews re: Photo albums in the FEPOW Building at the NMA. 
Pages 5 – 7   The Diary of Sir Alastair & Esther Blair-Kerr about their escape from Singapore in 1942 – by Linda Hughes. 
Page 7    Bataan Legacy Historical Society – Conference Saturday 22nd September 2018 on WW2 in the Philippines. 
Pages 8 – 10   “The Surveyor Surveyed. Eric Willbourn. OBE., ED., MA.” - Roger Willbourn’s talk at the MVG Lunch October 2017. 
Pages 11 & 12   Harold James & Gladys Isabel Page in Worls War 2 – Part 3 – by Judy Barradell-Smith. 
Page 12    Proposed Visit to the National Army Museum – notice from Jonathan Moffatt. 
Pages 13 – 17   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 1 - by Mark Morrison. 
Pages 17 – 20   An Interview with Laurence C. Hurndell RNZN – Part 1 – with acknowledgements to his family & NZ Navy. 
Pages 21 – 23   Obituaries: 
     a). Reginald Edwin Lawther – member of the MPAJA, East Pahang Regiment. 
     b). Lachlan John Mackinnon – MVG member. 
     c). Ann Toni Elfgren – MVG member. 
     d). Will Allsop – husband of MVG member Sheila Allsop 
     e). Rear-Admiral Sir Peter Anson Bt.  Served on HMS POW & HMS Exeter.  Captured by Japanese. 
Page 23    Forgotten Boys: Bid to take 828 POWs home – Newspaper reports send by Robert Gray. 
Pages 24 & 25   Missing in Borneo.  Private Norman Jackson SSVF – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Page 26    Books: 
     a). “Memories of a Malaccan” by Audrey Lim Swee Peck. 
     b). “The Japanese Conquest of Malaya and Singapore, 1941 – 45 by Dr. Paul Kratoska. 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary: 
     a). NMA Wednesday 15th August 2018. Annual V-J Day Service. 
     b). Perth WA August 2018.  Annual Merdeka Day Service, Kings Park. 
     c). California USA Saturday 22nd September 2018. Conference on WW2 in the Philippines. 
     d). London Saturday 20th October 2018.  Annual Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club. 
     e). London Thursday 8th November 2018. Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey. 
     f). London Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph.  
     g). Canada Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday, Toronto. 
     h). Malaysia Sunday November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday Services in KL & Penang. 
     i). NMA Monday 10th December 2018. Service in memory of sinkings of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     j). Singapore 12th September 2020. 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender. 
Page 27    Annual Subscriptions – thanks for payment. 
Page 27    General Data Protection Regulations. 
Page 27    Help wanted for Evacuee List. 
Pagw 27    MVG Facebook Page report by Becca Kenneison. 
Page 27    Peace Museum in Muntok – cost of electricity. 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 56 – OCTOBER 2018 
 
Front Cover   “The Christmas Present.” Drawing by Ronald Searle of Freddy Bloom & other civilian prisoners of Japanese 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial. Commemoration of 100th anniversary of of WW1 end – and reminder that V-J day as the true end of WW2. 
Pages 2 & 3   V-J Day 15th August 2018 – report by Rosemary Fell. 
Page 4    Photo of attendees at the Dedication of the Malayan Civil Service Memorial in St. Andrew’s Cathedral Singapore.   
Page 5    Transcription of Instructions to Returning FEPOWs – thanks to Lt. Col. Geoff Strivens. 
Pages 5 & 6   Search for Survivors of the Lisbon Maru – plans to raise the remans of the wreck. 
Pages 6 & 7   Appeal for funds for a Statue of Lt. Thomas Wilkinson VC - skipper of the Li Wo which engaged Japanese warships. 
Pages 7 & 8   “Give us this Day our Daily Bread.” – the Tjimahi Yeast Factory – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Page 8    High Flyers.  Sir William Goode & Vyvyan Frampton – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 9 – 11   An Interview with Laurence C. Hurndell RNZN – Part 2 – with acknowledgements to his family & the NZ Navy. 
Pages 12 – 14   “Escape from Singapore.” Diary of M.C. Hay MCS. Mines Inspector, FMSVF Light Battery – sent by Alison Keating. 
Pages 15 & 16   “The Christmas Present.”   Freddy Bloom’s account of her internment in Smith Street lockup – sent by Ruth Rollitt. 
Pages 17 – 19   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 2 – by Mark Morrison. 
Page 20    Far East Radar RCAF Special Reserve – from “Canadians on Radar in the Far East” sent by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Page 21    Talk by Dr. Paul Kratoska at Badan Warisan, KL. – Report by Liz Moggie. 
Page 21    Websites: 
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     a). http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MC-RCMS-00103-00003-00012/269  Cartoon “FREEDOM” A.K. 2018 
     b). http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-RCMS-00103-00003-00012/262  Cartoon “HUT 105” 
     c). https://www.malaysia-chronicle.com/?p=130023  The Death Railway – article in the Malaysia Chronicle 
     d).https://www.seas.harvard.edu/news/2016/09/smoke-from-2015-indonesian-fires-may-have-caused- 
         100000-premature-deaths  Article in Telegraph Magazine about Indonesian burning forest areas. 
     e). https://www.shbss.org/portfolio-view/herdenking-2018  Annual service for Dutch victims of WW2 
     f). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLffzoyzJXQ – Interview with James Jeremiah in Penang. 
     g). https://www.roll-of-honour.org.uk/.../html/c_database_67.htm   Labuan Cemetery Roll 
Page 22    The Dark History of Borneo’s tourist hotspot, Sabah – extracts from an article in Southeast Asia Globe mag 2018 
Page 23    Report on Service of Remembrance on 1st September 2018 – Kings Park, Perth WA – by Bill Adamson. 
Pages 23 & 24   Books: 
     a). “Lost Warriors. Seagrim & Pagani of Burma. The Last Great Untold Story of WW2” – by Philip Davies. 
     b).”Rocks, Radio & Radar. Extraordinary Scientific, Social & Military Life of Elizabeth Alexander – M.Harris 
     c). “The Little Captive. How one girl survived a Japanese POW Camp.” – by Lise Kristensen. 
     d). “Morning Glory. A History of the Imperial Japanese Navy.” – by Stephen Howarth. 
     e). “Singapore Mutiny.” – by R.W.E. Harper and Harry Miller. 
     f). “Escape from Battambang: A personal World War Two Experience.” – by Geoffrey Tan. 
     g). “Rampage: Yamashita and thwe battle of Manila.” – by James M. Scott 
     h). “Honor: The J Legacy of Jose Abad Santos.” – by Desiree A.C. Benipayo 
     i). “statesman and Survivor. Elpidio Quirino, 6th presedent of the Philippines 1948-53.” – by Quirino. 
     j). “Under Manila Sky. A Memoir on the Art of Survival.” – by Irene Hecht. 
Page 25    Obituaries: 
     a). Sir Hugh Cortazzi.  British Diplomat in Japan post-war. 
     b). Commander Don Sheppard. Canadian Air Ace who shot down several Japanese planes over Sumatra. 
     c). Jefferey Palfrey.  Won MC in Burma Campaign. 
     d). Captain Bhagtasing Pun MM.  Gurkha POW in Singapore in WW2 & fought in the Malayan Emergency 
     e). Shura Shihwarg. Russian-Jewish war hero & POW in Hong Kong.  Lived in London post-war. 
Pages 25 & 26   Dates for your Diary: 
     a). London Saturday 20th October 2018.  Annual Reunion & Lunch, RAF Club. 
     b). London Thursday 8th November 2018. Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey. 
     c). London Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph.  
     d). Canada Sunday 11th November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday, Toronto. 
     e). Malaysia Sunday November 2018.  Remembrance Sunday Services in KL & Penang. 
     f). NMA Monday 10th December 2018. Service in memory of sinkings of HMS Repulse & Prince of Wales. 
     g). London Friday 29th March 2019. Visit to National Army Museum, Chelsea. 
     h). Liverpool 19th October 2019 – June 2020.  “Secret Art of Survival”  FEPOW Art Exhibition. 
     i). Singapore 12th September 2020. 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender. 
Page 27    Photo of Wreath laying by Sandy Lincoln at V-J Day Service – 15th August 2018. 
Page 27    Annual Accounts – Income & Expenditure sheet 
Page 27    Peace Museum in Muntok. Transfer of funds for Electricity and Cleaning. 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 57 – JANUARY 2019 
 
Front Cover   Photo taken at the Annual Reunion & Luncheon 2018: Liz M, Duchess, Jonathan M, Mary H & Rosemary F 
Page 1    Editorial: 70 members attend Annual Luncheon on 100th anniversary year of RAF & Armistice Day & attend Services 
Pages 2 & 3   Report on Reunion and Annual Luncheon – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4    90th Occasion of the Fields of Remembrance Ceremony – by Jane Booker Nielsen. 
Pages 5 & 6   Remembrance Sunday 2018 at the Cenotaph . London – report by Rosemary Fell. 
Pages 7 & 8   Remembrance Day Service in Queen’s Park, Toronto – by Sallie Hammond. 
Page 9    Penang Remembrance Ceremony – report b y Richard Parry. 
Pages 9 & 10   Commemoration of the anniversary of the sinking of HMS Prince of Wales & HMS Repulse – by Bob Hall. 
Page 10    Christmas in Captivity – by Vilma Howe (nee Stubbs). 
Pages 11 & 12   “The Christmas Present.”  Freddy Bloom’s account of her internment in Smith Street lock-up – sent by Ruth Rollitt. 
Pages 12 & 13   Information and Comments: 
     a). Anne Hinam gives the date of the MCS dedication in St. Andrew’s Cathedral – on 29th January 1989. 
     b).David Brent – gives a point of order in Peter Tinley’s address at the Merdeka Service in Perth WA. 
     c). Chung Chee Min – gives the website for the Ipswich War Memorial & Eric Reeve’s (4/SSVF) details.  
          and video of Normandy ceremony to honour Henry Talalla – RAF pilot. 
Pages 13 – 15   An Interview with Laurence C. Hurndell RNZN – Part 3 – with acknowledgements to his family and the NZ Navy. 
Pages 16 – 19   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 3 – by Mark Morrison. 
Pages 20 – 22   “Escape from Singapore.” Diary of M.C. Hay MCS. Mines Inspector. FMSVF Light Battery – sent by Alison Keating. 
Page 23    New Zealand Civilian Internee, Nurse Lillian Gladys Tompkins – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA. 
Pages 24 – 26   “Bouches Inutiles – who were they and what happened to them.” – Talk by Mary Harris - MVG’s Annual Lunch 2018. 
Pages 27 – 29   Books: 
            a).“Rocks, Radio and Radar. Extraordinary Scientific, Social & Military Life of Elizabeth Alexander – M. Harris. 
            b). “The War Diaries of Alistair McKenzie. JVE.  Story of a British POW Building the Burma Railway - 1942-45.” 
            c).“On Parade:Straits Settlements Eurasian Men who Volunteered to Defend the Empire 1862-1957” – Jansen 
            d). “From Hell Island to Hay Fever: The Life of Dr. Bill Frankland.” By Paul Watkins. 
            e). “The Whistle.”  See: https://cudl.lib.cam;ac/view/MC-RCMS-00396/1  
Page 30    News in Brief:  Reports from various newspapers in UK and Malaysia re: Shinzo Abe PM in Japan. 
Page 30 & 31   Dates for your Diary:  
     a). Perth WA 10th February 2019.  Service of Commemoration for loss of Vyner Brooke at Point Walter. 
     b). Perth WA 16th February 2019. Fall of Singapore Commemoration Service, Stirling Memorial Park. 
     c). Muntok Banka Island 16th February 2019.  Commemoration Service for Australian Army Nurses. 
     d). London Friday 29th March 2019. Visit to National Army Museum. 
     e).Wymondham Sunday 12th May 2019. Annual FEPOW Service at Church of Our Lady & St. Thomas. 
     f). NMA May 2019.  Date TBA. Annual Gardening Day in MVG’s Plot. 
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     g). London Monday 10th June 2019. RFHG Workshop at Institute of Historical Research London University 
     h). NMA Thursday 15th August, V-J Day Annual Service. 
     i). Perth WA August 2019.  Merdeka Day Service of Commemoration – Kings Park. 
     j), London Saturday 12th October 2019.  Annual Reunion and Lunch – RAF Club, Piccadilly. 
     k). Liverpool 19th October – June 2020.  “Secret Art of Survival “ Exhibition. 
     l).London Thursday 7th November 2019. Cross Planting at Westminster Abbey. 
     m), London Sunday 10th November 2019. Remembrance Sunday Service & Parade at the Cenotaph. 
     n). Canada, Malaysia & Australia. November 2019 Remembrance Sunday Services. 
     o). NMA Tuesday 10th December 2019. Anniversary of Sinkings of HMS Prince of Wales & HMS Repulse. 
    2020 Dates: 
     a). Liverpool 5th-7th June 2020.  7th International Conference. 
     b). NMA Saturday 15th August 2020.  75th anniversary of V-J Day. 
     c). Singapore 12th September 2020. Service in Kranji CWGC to mark 75th anniversary of Jap surrender. 
Page 31    Annual Subscriptions – a reminder they fall due in April. 
    Updated List of Members. 
Page 31    Contact names and addresses. 
 
 
EDITION 58 – APRIL 2019 
 
Front Cover   Old photo of the YMCA Building, Stamford Road, Singapore, HQ of the 4th Branch Kempeitai during WW2 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial: Informative “merondas” made by MVG members in Malaysia, Thailand & Sarawak & research into WW2 
Page 2    Fall of Singapore Commemoration, 16th February 2019  - by Elizabeth Adamson 
Page 3    Vyner Brooke Commemoration Service, 10th February 2019 – by Robert Grey 
Pages 3 – 6   Highlights from an historical “meronda”to Malaysia, Thailand & Singapore – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 7    Photographs taken on the “meronda” 
Pages 8 & 9   Changi Chapel and Museum – request for stories and memorabilia & form – Jermaine Huang from NHB Singapore 
Pages 10 & 11   Margery Jennings’ War – Survivor of the ‘Mata Hari’ - by Sally Jennings 
Page 12    Freddy Bloom – more information about her life after the war 
Pages 13 – 15   “Bouches Inutiles” – Part 2 – Talk by Mary Harris – MVG Annual Lunch 2018 
Pages 16 & 17   Wrens and TWAs – by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 17 & 18   Women in the Wartime Services – by Dave Croft 
Pages 18 – 21   An Interview with Lawrence C. Hurndell RNZN – Part 4 – with acknowledgement to his family & the NZ Navy 
Page 21    Messages from Meg Parkes (Art of Survival Exhibition) & Lizzie Oliver (RFH Conference 2020) 
Pages 22 – 24   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 4 – by Mark Morrison 
Pages 25 – 27   “Escape from Singapore” Diary of M.C. Hay MCS. Mines Inspector FMSVF Light Battery.  Sent by Alison Keating 
Page 27    Websites to visit: 
Page 28    NA Kew Document WO235/916 – Japanese War Crimes – forced march of POWs from Nakon Nyok to Pitsanuloke 
Page 29    Books: 
            a) “The men Who Lost Singapore 1938-1942”  by Ronald McCrum 
Page 29    Malaya Memorial at Westminster Abbey 
Page 29 & 30   Obituaries: 
             a) June Wingate.  MVG member, daughter of James & Pen Landon & mother of David Wingate 
             b) 2nd Viscount Slim – commander of 22 SAS and son of “Bill” Slim, commander of the 14th Army in Burma.
             c) Bill “Kiwi” Smith. Commander of midget submarine XE3 which attacked Jap cruisers in Singapore harbour 
             d) Col.”Runce” Rooney.  4th Batt 1st Gurkha Rifes fought in Burma then 1/7 GR in Malaya, Borneo & Sarawak 
             e) Major Ian Gibb.  Served with Seaforth Highlanders & won MC during Malayan Emergency 
Page 30    News in Brief – Report in Star newspaper condemning restoration of monument to Japs in Alor Star 
Pages 30-31   Dates for your Diary: 
              a) Bataan Legacy Historical Society Meeting – Saturday 6th Apriol 2019 
              b) Wymondham – Sunday 12th May 2019.  Annual FEPOW Service at RC Church 
              c) London - Monday 10th June 2019.  RFHG Workshop at Institute of Historical Research 
              d) NMA – Thursday 15th August 2019  V-J Day Service in the Chapel & wreath laying in MVG’s Garden Plot  
              e) Perth WA – August 2019.  Merdeka Day Service Kings Park  
              f) London – Saturday 12th October 2019.  Annual Reunion and Lunch RAF Club.  Talk by Hilary Green. 
              g) Liverpool – 19th October 2019 – June 2020.  Secret Art of Survival Exhibition 
                   h) London  - Thursday 7th November 2019.  Cross Planting Ceremony Westminster Abbey 
              i)  London – Sunday 10th November 2019. Remembrance Sunday, Cenotaph, Whitehall 
              j) Canada, Malaysia & Australia – Remembrance Sunday Services  2019 
              k) NMA – Tuesday 10th December 2019.  Anniversary of sinking of HMS Prince of Wales & HMS Repulse 
    2020 Dates: 
              a) Liverpool – 5th-7th June 2020. 7th International FEPOW History Conference 
              b NMA – Saturday 15th August 2020.  75th Anniversary of V-J Day Service in the Chapel & Lunch 
              c) Singapore – Saturday 12th September – Kranji Service – 75th Anniversary of the signing of the surrender 
Page 31    Annual Subscription – reminder  
Page 31    List of members – please check entry 
Page 31    Contact names and addresses 
 
 
EDITION 59 – July 2019 
 
Front Cover   Photo of Plaque presented to Kampong Menjelang, Muntok, by Judy Balcombe in memory of internees 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial: Members attend Service at Wymondham, RFHG Workshop, London, God’s Little Acre & in Australia 
Pages 2 & 3   Annual Service of Remembrance in Wymondham – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 3    Services attendd in Austraklia by Bill and Elizabeth Adamson 
Page 4    Letters from the British Embassy in Jakarta & British High Commission in Singapore re Banka Island Service 
Pages 5 & 6   Reports and Notices: 
     a) Visit to the National Army Museum, Chelsea 
     b) Gardening Day at the MVG’s Plot at NMA 
     c) National Archives of Australia – Sinfgapore Evacuation lists available. 
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d) Birthday Wishes to Brenda MacDuff on her 105th birthday 
e) Request for information about a pre-war watch from Robinson’s in Singapore – found on Banka Island 

Pages 6 & 7   Update on Matthew Trevorrow – killed in Sumatra in November 1945 
Page 8    RAPWI – Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War and Internees (NEI) – sent by Gordon Payne 
Pages 8 & 9   RAPWI – RNZAF POW & Civilian Internee Evacuation Flight & Auckland Star Report – sent by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 9 & 10   HQ Radio SEAC Singapore – return of NZ POWs - sent by Dave Coft 
Pages 10 & 11   Gerald Brosseau Gardner (1884 – 1964) – The Nomadic Volunteer – by Dave Croft 
Pages 12 – 15   “Bouches Inutiles” – Part 3 – Talk by Mary Harris – MVG Annual Lunch 2018 
Pages 16 & 17   A Tale of Kelantan in the Jap Times – by Lim Kean Hong in the Straits Times 18.8,1950 
Pages 17 & 18   An Old-Time Medical Officer. Memoir of Dr. W.J. Geale – by A.S. Haynes CMG., OBE/ 
Page 18    Recollections of Harold Martin – Australian Veteran of Burma-Thailand Railway. Report in Western Australian News 
Pages 19 & 20   Bangka Island: The WW2 Massacre – by Gary Nunn from Sydney, Australia 
Pages 21 – 23   Adventures of Patrols that Searched for Japanese Infiltration Parties – by TPM Lewis in Malaya Magazine Nov 1971 
Page 24    Books: 
    a) Rocks, Radio & Radar: The Extraordinary Scientific, Social & Military Life of Elizabeth Alexander – by Mary Harris 
     b) Cloud Boy – by Marcia Williams  
    c) Dalley and the Malayan Security Service 1945-48 MI5 VS MSS – by Leon Comber 
    d) The Special Operations Executive in Malaya – by Rebecca Kenneison 
Page 25    Websites 
Pages 25 & 26   Obituaries: 
    a) Wendy Freeman – MVG member and sister of Christine Cavender 
    b) Neil Macpherson – Australian FEPOW on the Burma-Siam Railway 
    c)  Roddy Dewe – evacuated from Singapore as a child 
    d) Air Commodore Dame Felicity Hill – worked for the RAF in Singapore in the late 1940s and early 1950s 
    e) Lt. Col. Richard Cole – last survivor of the “Doolittle Raiders” – USA airmen who bombed mainland Japan. 
    f) Lt. Col. Karl Beale – won an MC in the Malayan Emergency & later commanded Sultan of Oman’s Special Forces. 
Pages 26 & 27   Dates for your Diary 
    a) Kuala Lumpur – 10th-11th August 2019 – “Malaya at War” Military History Conference 
    b) NMA – Thursday 15th August 2019 – V-J Day Service  
    c) Perth WA – Saturday 31st August 2019– Merdeka Day Remembrance Service.  
    d) London – Saturday 12th October 2019 – Annual Reunion and Lunch RAF Club 
    e) Liverpool - 25th October 2019 – June 2020 - Secret Art of Survival Exhibition 
    f) Liverpool – 16th-18th 2019 – FEPOW Weekend to view art exhibition 
    g) London – Thursday 7th November 2019 – Cross Planting Ceremony Westminster Abbey 
    h) London- Sunday 10th Novemkber 2019 – Remembrance Sunday & Parade in Whitehall 
    i) Canada, Australia and Malaysia – Remembrance Sunday Services TBA 
    j) NMA – Tuesday 10th December 2019 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse 
    2020 Dates: 
    1) Anzac Day Services – Pertth WA and Thailand 25th April 2020 
    2) Liverpool Conference – 5th -7th June 2020 – International FEPOW History Conference 
    3) NMA – Saturday 15th August – 75th anniversary of V-J Day 
    4) Singapore – Saturday 12th September – Kranji Service to mark 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender 
Page 27    Postcard made in Camps in Muntok and Palembang 
Page 27    Contact names and addresses 
 
 
EDITION 60 – October 2019 
 
Front Cover   Front Cover of the SSVF Year Book 1939-1940     
Pages1 & 2   Editorial: Disaapointing turnout of MVG members for the 74th anniversary of the V-J Day Service 
Pages 2 & 3   Report on the V-J Day Service – by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4    Remembrance Sundays in London, and Toronto – report compiled by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4    Appeal for Information about the Kuala Selangor War Memorial 
Pages 5 – 9   “In my father’s footsteps” – by David Sartin 
Page 9    MPOA Annual Service at “God’s Little Acre”, Batu Gajah – report by Richard Parry 
Page 10    Thesis on Soldiers’ Experiences during the Malayan Emergency – by Manuel Bollag 
Page 10     A Query from Matthew Jeffery in Australia 
Page 10    Websites to visit. 
Page 11    Sarawak WW2 Heritage – sent by Anne Read 
Page 11    SSVF Yearbook – request from Jonathan Moffatt to look for more copies 
Page 12    The Australian War Memorial at Ballarat 
Page 12    WW2 in the Philippines Conference – 28th September 2019 – in San Francisco 
Pages 13 & 14   Malaya at War – Conference in Kulala Lumpur – by Timothy Mitchell 
Pages 15 – 20   Following the Path of the Evacuees – Banka Island and Sumatra – report by Judy Balcombe 
Pages 21 - 23   The Singapore Mutiny – February 2015 – Capt. Percy N. Gerrard – b y Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 23 - 25   Books: 
    a) “The Special Operations Executive in Malaya. WW2 & the Path to Independence.” – by Rebecca Kenneison 
    b) “Last Stand in Singapore. The Story of 488 Squadron RNZAF.”  By Graham Clayton 
    c) “To War with the Walkers.”  By Annabel Venning 
Pages 25 – 26   Obituaries: 
    1) Dr. Henry Tung – MVG member in Kuala Lumpur 
    2) Sally Purssell – former MVG member 
    3) Fred Ransome-Smith – FEPOW artist who emigrated to Australia 
    4) Athelstan Long CMG – Governor of the Cayman Islands & former FEPOW 
    5) Jan Ruff O’Hearne – Dutch Civilian Internee on Java – forced to become one of the “Comfort Women” for Japs   
Pages 26 – 27   Dates for your Diary: 
    a) London – Saturday 12th October 2019 – Annual Reunion and Lunch 
    b) Liverpool – Thursday 24th October 2019 – Secret Art of Survival Exhibition 
    c) London – Thursday 7th November 2019 – Cross Planting 

36. 



 
Page 27    d) London – Sunday 10th November 2019 – Remembrance Sunday 
    e) Canada & Malaysia – Remembrance Services 
    f) Liverpool – 16th-18th November – FEPOW Weekend 
    g) Tuesday – 10th December 2019 – Anniversary of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse sinking 
    2020 Dates: 
    h) Perth WA 15th February 2020 – Fall of Singapore Service 
    i) Liverpool 5th-7th June 2020 – International RFH Conference 
    j) NMA – Saturday 15th August 2020 – V- J Day 75 Service  
    k) Singapore – 12th September 2020 – Kranji service 75th Anniversary 
Page 27    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 61 – January 2020 
 
Front Cover   Photo of Rosemary Fell, with other recipients of honours, at the Investiture in County Hall, Exeter, 11/10/19  
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial: Members attend investiture in Exeter, lunch at RAF Club, London, & Remembrance Sunday marches 
Page 2    2020 – 75th Anniversary of V-J Day – NMA Service & Lunch in August; Singapore in September & KS unveiling 
Pages 3     MVG’s Annual Reunion and Lunch, RAF Club, London – report by Riosemary Fell 
Page 4    Photos of the Annual Reunion and Lunch 12/10/2019 
Page 5    Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, Whitehall 10/11/2019 – report by Imogen Holmes 
Page 6    Service at Tugu Negara – Sunday 10/11/2019 – by Liz Moggie 
Page 6    Remembrance Day, Monday 11th November, London, Ontario – report by Sallie Hammond 
Page 7    “Lest We Forget” – Remembrance Ceremony in Penang – 17th Novembver 2019 – by Richard Parry 
Page 7    Kundesang War Memorial, Sabah 5/10/2019 – sent by Rt. Revd George Connor 
Page 8    Memorial Service to mark 78th Anniversary of Sinking of HMS Peince of Wales & HMS Repulse – by Bob Hall 
Page 8    Websites 
Pages 9 & 10   Presentation of the British Empire Medal to Rosemary Fell 11/10/2019 – by Jane Edrich 
Page10    The History of My Father’s Watch – by Martin Everard 
Pages 11 – 13   Singapore’s First Weeks of Occupation – by TPM Lewis 
Pages 13 – 16   The Liberators are Coming – Malaya 1944/1945 – by Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Pages 16 – 18   “In my father’s footsteps. Part 2” – by Dave Sartin 
Pages 19 & 20   Canadian Chinese in Force 136 – by Catherine Clement – Chinese Canadian Military Museum (sent by Dave Croft) 
Pages 20 – 22   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 5 – by Mark Morrison 
Page 23    Replacement of Plaque in Kampong Menjelang – by Judy Balcombe 
Page 23    Obituaries: 
    a) Tony Hopkins – merchant seaman torpedoed on SS Myrmidon – & writing case retrieved from lifeboat & returned 
    b) Maj. John Chandler AFC – evacuated from Malaya & as Army Air Corps in Emergency found Chin Peng’s camp 
    c) Maurice Pink – bandsman on HMS Repulse & rescued – campaigned against looting of wrecks in S China Sea   
Page 24    Books: 
    a) “Ordeal in the Sun” by George Cooper 
    b) “Operation Rangood Jail” – by K.P. MacKenzie 
    c) “Tin Hats and Rice. The Diary of Life as a Kong Kong POW 1941-1945” – by Barbara Anslow 
    d) “Helen of Burma. The Autobiography of a Wartime Nurse” – by Helen Rodriguez. 
    e) “Captive Artists, the unseen artwork of British FEPOWs” – Meg Parkes, Geoff Gill and Jenny Wood 
Page 24    The Exhibition “Secret Art of Survival” 
Page 25    Selection of letter in The Daily Telegraph about VE and VJ Days in 2020 
Page 26    Dates for your Diary: 
    1) Perth WA - Sunday 9th February 2020 – Service for loss of Vyner Brooke 
    2) Perth WA – Saturday 15th February 2020 – Fall of Singapore Service 
    3) Muntok – Sunday 16th February 2020 – Service for massacred Australian Army Nurses 
    4) Perth WA and Thailand – 25th April 2020 - ANZAC Day Services 
    5) Wymondham – Sunday 17th May 2020 – Annual FEPOW Service 
    6) Liverpool – 5th-7th June 2020 – RFHG FEPOW History Conference 
    7) Malaysia – June 2020 – MPOA Service at ‘God’s Little Acre,’ Batu Gajah. 
    8) NMA – Saturday 15th August 2020 – 75th V-J Day service and Lunch 
    9) Perth WA August 2020 – Merdeka Day Service Kings Park 
    10) Singapore – 12th September 2020 – Kranji Service – 75th anniversary of Japanese surrender 
    11) London – 17th October 2020 – Annual Reunion and Lunch, RAF Club 
    12) London – 5th November 2020 – Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey 
    13) London – 8th November 2020 – Remembrance Sunday & Parade 
    14) Malaysia – November 2020 – Remembrance Services in KL & Penang 
    15) Canada – 11th November 2020 – Armistice Day Service 
    16) NMA – Thursday 10th December 2020 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse. 
Page 27    Photo of MVG Marchers in Horse Guards Parade after the March Past on Remembramnce Sunday 2019 
Page 27    Updated List of Members/ Annual Subscription Letter 
Page 27    Newspaper Cutting from The Star re: new information board about the battle of Kampar 
Page 27    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 62 – April 2020 
 
Front Cover   Photo of the Walk for Humanity on Radji Beach, Banka Island, Sunday 16th February 2020 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial: British Defence Attache at Radji Beach Service Muntok; Fall of Singapore commemorated in Perth WA 
Page 2    The Incredible Story of Molly Bull – with thanks to Michael Pether. 
Pages 2 & 3   Force 136 & the Liberationof Malaya – The Chinese-Canadian Connection - by Leslie James 
Pages 4 – 6   Jean Garfit’s Evacuation on the Duchess of Bedford – his mother’s story – by Guy Garfit 
Pages 6 & 7   The Death Railway – Malaya to Burma – by Kalwant Kaur 
Pages 7 – 9   Monsoon Boats – Penang’s Submarine Base in WW2 – by David Croft RAF BPA 
Pages 10 & 11   In my Father’s Footsteps – A Trip to South East Asia - Part 3 – by David Sartin 
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Pages 12 & 13   The Japanese Conquest of Malaya – Part 6 – by Mark Morrison 
Pages 14 – 19   Malayan Odyssey – by Ulick Loring 
Page 19    A Link with Old Penang – Report in Singapore Free Press & Mercantile Advertiser 13/5/32– Death of Mr. R. Young 
Pages 20 – 22   Commemorative Services in Muntok, Banka Island, February 2020 – by7 Judy Balcombe 
Pages 23 – 25   Radji Beach, Banka Island – British Citizens who died in the Massacre 16.2.1942 – By Michael Pether 
Page 26    Duchess of Bedford – wartime record – supplied by Penny Dembrey 
Pages 27 & 28   The Long Nawang Massacre Story – by Melissa Murphy 
Page 29    The Long Nawang Massacre Memorial – by Melissa Murphy 
Page 30    Books: 
    a) “From Shanghai to the Burma Railway. The Memoirs & Letters of a Japanese Prisoner of War” - by Richard Laird 
Page 30    Websites: 

a) https://hjtann.blogspot.com/2013/05/ww2-heritage-sites-in-singapore.html?fbclid=lwAR2A-hKZZ8ZDC17Dsfgfd-   
dWh8wFg_bYNA-0chxXt8KHQ3jsH3s3Zd6AT0w -  Wartine Heritage sites in Singapore 

Page 30    Obituaries: 
    a) Ann Walker – MVG member who attended events in Singapore with husband Alex 
    b) Innes del Tufo – wife of Anthony del Tufo of Malaya  
    c) Alun Gwynne-Jones – Lord Chalfont – Saw service in Burma & post war Malayan Emergency; later EOKA Cyprus 
    d) Major General Ian Lyall Grant – fought in Burma  
Page 30 & 31   Information Exchange: 
    a) From Graham Lee in response to Mark Morrison’s article 
Page 31    Dates for your Diary 
    1) Wymondham – Sunday 17th May 2020 – Annual FEPOW Service 
    2) Malaysia – June 2020 – MPOA Service in “God’s Little Acre,” Batu Gajah 
    3) NMA – Saturday 15th August 2020 – 75th V-J Day Service and Lunch 
    4) Singapore – Saturday 12th September 2020 – Kranji Service – 75th anniversary of Japanese Surrender 
    5) Melbourne, Australia – Saturday 19th September 2020 – 75th anniversary of liberation of FEPOW Nurses 
    6) London – Saturday 17th October 2020 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon – RAF Club 
    7) London – Thursday 5th November 2020 – Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey 
    8) London -  Sunday 8th November 2020 – Remembrance Sunday and Parade 
    9) Malaysia – November 2020 – Remembrance Services in KL and Penang 
    10) Canada – 11th November 2020 – Armistice Day Service 
    11) NMA – Thursday 10th December 2020 – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Prince of Wales & HMS Repulse. 
Page 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 63 – July 2020 
 
Front Cover   Lest We Forget. Poppy “Victoia Cross” with unofficial sub variant “Arthur Scarf VC” – sent by Dave Croft 
Pages 1 & 2   Editorial:  Covid cancellation of 75th anniversaries of V-J Day and visit to Singapore in September for Jap surrender 
Page 2    “Guide to Singapore in World War Two” – by Jane Booker Nielsen – booklet enclosed with newsletter 
Page 2    Bill Adamson‘s death announced. 
Page 2    MVG Facebook page – Richard Parry’s entry to encourage new members 
Pages 2 & 3   “Thoughts from my Garden – 15th April 2020 – by Judy Balcombe.  Lockdown due to Covid – 19 
Pages 4 - 6   Important notices about cancelled VJ75 events:- 
    a) From FEPOW Church Wymondham – Peter Wiseman 
    b) From National FEPOW Fellowship Welfare Remembrance Association [NFFWRA] – Pauline Simpson 
    c) From National Memorial Arboretum – Philippa Rawlinson 
Pages 6 & 7   Adam Bergius – X-Craft Diver 
Page 7    Food on the Plancius from Batavoia to Colombo – Extract from “Malayan Climax” – by Carline Read 
Page 8    Remember Bataan - Postponement of April Conference 2020 to August 2020 
Page 9    Secret Art of Survival - Update by Meg Parkes 
Pages 10 & 11   My Visit with Lawrence Ross - “C Force” Royal Rifles of Canada Oct 1941 – Sallie Hammond Canada/USA Sec. 
Page 11    Websites to visit 
Pages 12 - 15   Strategy, What Strategy? – by Graham Lee 
Pages 15 – 19   John Bradburne: The Volunteer who never was. His life from Soldier to Missionary – Sallie Hammond & David Croft 
Pages 20 – 22   Brief History of SS/MRNVR (Singapore Division) – Part 1 - by Lt. Adrian Villanueva MRNVR (1960s) 
Pages 23 & 24   Obituaries: 
    a) Bill Adamson – husband of Elizabeth Adamson – MVG’s Australian Secretary 
    b) Heather Chasen – actress and former MVG member 
    c) William Frankland – FEPOW doctor and postwar allegy consultant & author of “From Hell Island to Hay Fever” 
Page 24    A Tribute to the Sook Ching Massacre – Poem “I Found a Bone” [See A.K.50 April 2017 for whole poem] 
Pages 25 – 27   Hunting, Tattoos & Beliefs in Malayan Aborigine Society in mid-20th Century – Thanks to Dave Croft 
Page 27    Books: 
    1) “Malayan Climax” by Carline Reid 
Page 27    “Home” – Poem by Vivien Bowden – Australia’s Official Representative in Singapore, murdered by Japs, Banka Isle 
Pages 28 – 30   WW2 Exploits of Lt. FOS Man DSC SS/MRNVR – Escape from Malaya & Singapore - Part 1 – by Lt. A. Villanueva 
Pages 30 & 31   Dates for your Diary: 
    1) Australia – August 2020 Merdeka Day Commemoration Service Kings Park WA 
    2) London – Saturday 17th October 2020 - Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
    3) London – Thursday 5th November 2020 – Cross Planting Ceremony at Westminster Abbey 
    4) London – Sunday 8th November 20920 – Remembrance Sunday & Cenotaph Parade 
    5) Malaysia – November 2020 Remembrance Services in KL & Penang 
    6) Canada – 11th November 2020 – Armistice day Service  
Page 31    The Easterns’ Prayer – sent by Judy Balcombe 
Page 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 64 – October 2020 
 
Front Cover   Poppy Wreath & Posies in MVG’s Memorial Garden, V-J Day 75 in memory of those who suffered and died 

38. 



Page 1     Editorial: V-J Day celebrated at NMA; BBC upset at “Captives’ Hymn” rendering; Reunion & Lunch postponed 
Page 1    Singapore - V-J Day celebrated in Kranji CWG Cemetery – booklet of ceremony enclosed with newsletter 
Page 1    Malaysia – MPOA appeal letter to replace Cabin Gallery – MVG donates RM$1,000 
Page 2    Postponement of Annual Reunion & Lunch from 17th Oct 2020 to 10th April 2021 
Page 2    Rose to commemorate 80th anniversary of Fall of Singapore named “Singapore Far East Moon” by Judy Balcombe 
Page 2    Photos of flower petals scattered on Grave in Catholic Cemetery & in Peace Museum, Muntok 
Page 2    “A Guide to Singapore in WW2” booklet by Jane Booker – regret at poor response to request for donations for funds   
Page 2    Birthday wishes for Bert Warne’s 101st Birthday 
Page 2    Lest We Forget – Rod Liddle’s Sunday Times article on 16/8/2020 about Jap Unit 731’s bestial human experiments 
Page 3    The Japanese Invasion Force – by Rosemary Gransden 
Pages 4 & 5   Air Chief Marshall Sir Robert Brooke-Popham – by Rosmary Gransden 
Page 5    Flying Officer Geoffrey Fisken’s obituary 12/6/2011 aged 95 – top pilot against Japanese sebt by Graham Lee 
Pages 6 – 8                  Far East POW Medical Officers (1) Nowell Peach – by Dave Croft RAF BPA 
Page 8    Websites: 
Pages 9 – 12   British Malayan Medical Services 1941-1945 – by Nigel Stanley 
Page 13    Brief History of SS/MRNVR (Singapore Division) Part 2 – by Lt. Adrian Villanueva MRNVR (1960s) 
Pages 14 & 15   Why We Should Remember V-J Day,15th August – My father’s story by Julian Beavan 
Page 16    Changi Museum and Chapel – by Donald Ruffell 
Pages 17 & 18   Thoughts on Japan and England – by Father Ulick Loring 
Pages 18 – 21   WW2 Exploits of Lt. FOS Man DSC SS/MRNVR – Escape from Malaya & Singapore – Part 2 – by Lt. A. Villanueva 
Pages 22 – 26   The Betrayal in WW2 of Britain’s Colonies in South East Asia – Part1 - by Rosemary Gransden (NB. Controversial) 
Page 26    Once upon a Bear – by Merryn Godber 
Page 27    Obituaries: 
    a) Lt.Col. Bill Mundell BEM – SAS during Confrontation in Borneo 
    b) Col. Mike Hall GM -  RAOC Bomb Disposal Unit during Confrontation 
    c) A.S. Moss Berryman – last survivor of ‘Operation Jaywick’ 
Page 27    More websites of interest 
Pages 28- 30   Books: 
    1) “Escape to Japanese Captivity” – by Sally Jennings 
    2) “Twists of Fate” – by Nigel Stanley 
    3) “The Borneo Graveyard. 1941 - 1945” – by John Tulloch 
Page 30    Photo of ‘Defence of Hong Kong Memorial Wall’ honouring Canadian Forces in WW2 – sent by Sallie Hammond 
Page 31    V-J Day 75 re-launch of ‘Captive Memories’ - Far East POW Website 
Page 31    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) London Reunion & Lunch – 17th October 2020 – CANCELLED & re-booked 1/4/2021 
    2) London – Thursday 5th November 2020 – Cross Planting Ceremony at Westminster Abbey – may cancel 
    3) London – Sunday 8th November 20920 – Remembrance Sunday & Cenotaph Parade – may cancel 
    4) Other Armistice Day Servics in Canada & Malaysia – may cancel 
    5) NMA – Anniversary of sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse – tba 
    Dates for 2021: 
    a) Muntok – cancelled 
    b) Perth – TBA 
    c) London 10th April 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – pending 
    d) Wymondham – 12th May 2021 FEPOW Church Service – pending 
    e) London – Saturday 16th October 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club – booked 
Page 31    MVG Accounts – Income & Expenditure sheet enclosed – thanks to Sara Haines MVG’s Accountant 
Pag 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 65 – January 2021 
 
Front Cover   HRH The Duchess of Cornwall at the Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey 5/11/2020 
Page 1    Editorial: Disappointment at cancellation of Cenotaph Parade & “Singapore Grip” drama. Start of Covid Jabs 
Page 1    Report on Cenotaph Ceremony.  Shock at portrayal of British in “Singapore Grip” drama & letter of complaint 
Page 2    Happy Birthday to Bert Warne aged 101 & his reply about the lack of information re: Japanese invasion of Malaya 
Page 2    Donations for Jane Nielsen’s “Singapore Guide” booklet reach £373 – for the Long Nawang Memorial – see P 15-16 
Page 2    Dr. Nigel Stanley donates proceeds of sales of his book to MVG – to go towards the Muntok Ambulance 
Page 2    Notice about payment of Annual Subscriptions & change of bank codes 
Page 2    Corrections to articles in A.K. 64 
Page 2    Congratulations to Kenneth Lai on his appointment as President Air Line Pilots Association in Singapore 
Pages 2 & 3   Funding an ambulance for Muntok – a letter from Dr. Judy Balcombe 
Pages 3 – 7   The Betrayal in WW2 of Britain’s Colonies in South East Asia – Part2 - by Rosemary Gransden (NB. Controversial) 
Pages 8 – 10   Remembrance Ceremonies across the World in 2020: 
    1) In London - UK 
    2) In Malaysia – KL 
    3) In Canada – Toronto 
    4) In Penang 
Pages 11 & 12   Far East POW Medical Officers (2) Flt. Lt. Courtney Willey RAFVR – by Dave Croft RAF BPA 
Page 12    “Hiroshima Saved My Life” Extraordinary Story of Humanity by POWs to Captors – sent by Jenifer Rohde 
Pages 13 – 15   WW2 Exploits by Capt R.G. Banks MRNVR – by Lt. Adrian Villenueva 
Pages 15 & 16   The Long Nawang Massacre Memorial - An Update by Melissa Murphy 
Pages 16 – 19   Penang – The Exodus of “Whites” – December 1941 – by David Brent 
Pages 20 & 21   And the Guns were Pointing the Wrong Way… - by Graham Lee 
Pages 21 & 22   Interesting websites sent from Chung Chee Min Plus other websites 
Page 22    The Japanese Surrender on Borneo (Sarawak) – with thanks to Liz Moggie 
Pages 23 – 26   Obituaries: 
    a) John Penn – MVG member in Australia 
    b) Angela Giacometti Geiger (nee Willmot) – former MVG member – compiled by Gerald Lindner 
    c) Robert Boocock – RAF Pilot captured in Java; survived a Hellship voyage to Japan & the Nagasaki Atom Bomb 
    d) K.T. Mathew – served with British Military Police pre-war; survived war in the jungle after escape. Buried Kerala 
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e) Awang anak Rawang GC – served as tracker against Communists post-war; later Sarawak Ranger in Confrontasi 
    f) Dick Jolley MC & V Bar – fought in Burma Campaign at Imphal & Kohima 
    g) Ron Bridge – born in China; campaigned tirelessly for compensation for British Civilian Internees (ABCIFER)  
    h) Maurice Naylor – POW on Burma-Siam Railway – built 1st wooden bridge over River Kwai from Tamarkan Camp 
    i) Di Elliott  - tireless Australian researcher of POWs in Far East including her father Sgt. Fred Howe 
Page 27    Address at Muntok Peace Museum – 16th February 2020 – by Judy Balcombe 
Pages 28 & 29   Books: 
    1) “Angels of Mercy. Far West: Far East” – by Lynette Ramsay Silver 
    2) “Patrani po Silvestrovi” – by Jan Beranek 
    3) “Escape to Japanese Captivity” – by Sally Jennings – with the story of her father & his first wife  
Pages 29 – 33   Those Magnificent Men in their [Obsolete] Flying Machines – with thanks to Dave Croft RAFBPA 
Page 34    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) Muntok – 16th February 2021 – Zoom Memorial Service 
    2) Perth WA – Stirling Memorial Gardens & Bicton Services – TBA 
    3) London – 10th April 2021 - Reunion & Lunch – CANCELLED 
    4) Wymondham – 16th May 2021 (corrected date) – Service to be held as planned and Streamed 
    5) Malaysia – June 2021 – MPOA Service – “God’s Little Acre” – Batu Gajah 
    6) NMA Annual V-J Day Service – 15th August 2021 
    7) Melbourne – September 2021 - Nurses Centre – TBA 
    8) London – Saturday 16th October 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club – booked 
    9) London, Malaysia, Canada – November 2021 – Remembrance Day Services TBA 
    10) NMA – 10th December 2021 – Service to commemorate sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse. 
Page 35    Annual Subscriptions – A Reminder 
Page 35    Photo of Memorial Plaque on Green Ridge – at Kampar.  
Page 35    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 66 – April 2021 
 
Front Cover   Fred Ransom Smith’s drawing of barges unloading sick POWs at Chungkai Hospital Camp 
Page 1    Editorial: Muntok Ambulance receives donation; Zoom Service from Muntok; Service in Bicton WA; Covid Jabs 
Page 1    Muntok Zoom Service. Disappointment at no British representative from the British Embassy in Jakarta 
Page 1    Bicton Army Nurses Service.  See report P 31 
Page 1    Wymondham Service. Reduced congregation and Livesteamed service to go ahead 
Page 1    Muntok Ambulance. Purchased with benefactor help & £3,000 from MVG. See P.23/24 
Page 1    Muntok Cookbook. Compiled by Judy Balcombe with proceeds for Ambulance 
Page 1    Long Nawang Memorial. Now completed & paid for + proceeds from Jane Nielsen’s Singapore Guide See P 28 
Page 1    Changi Quilts. Thanks to Morag Aitken for article included as supplement 
Page 1    Annual Subscriptions. Thanks to all for payments. 
Pages 2 - 4   White Coolies in Jambi Gaol.  By Jenny Norvick 
Pages 4 – 6   Far East POW Medical Officers (3) Sqn. Ldr. Aidan MacCarthy RAF – by Dave Croft RAF BPA 
Pages 7 – 9   WW2 Exploits by Capt R.G. Banks MRNVR – Part 2 - by Lt. Adrian Villenueva 
Pages 9 & 10   Malaya-Singapore 1941-42 – qwith thanks to David Brent (copyright) 
Pages10 – 13   Secret Radios – with thanks to Dave Croft 
Pages14 – 16   War Crimes in the Philippines During WW2.  By Cecelia Gaerlan CEO Bataan Legacy Historical Society 
Pages 17 – 20   Captain Louise Mowat WAC (US Army) – compiled by Alison Brierley (nee Mowat) 
Page 20    Photo of Peace Rose planted in Muntok 
Pages 21 – 23   The Muntok Memorial Zoom Servce 16/2/2021 – report by Judy Balcombe 
Pages 23 & 24   The Muntok Red Cross Ambulance – report by Rosemary Fell 
Pages 24 – 25   Letter from Graham Lee in response to Rosemry Gransden’s articles in A.K, 64 & 65 
Page 26    The Bruce-Smith Family Story – with thanks to Gerald Bruce-Smith 
Page 26    Changi Quilts – story of the Girl Guide Quilt in IWM with thanks to Morag Aitken.   
Pages 27 & 28   Obituaries: 
    a) Ujang Mormin – last survivor of Battle of Pasir Panjang 
    b) Anthony Short – Intelligencr Officer in Malayan Emergency 
    c) Lt. Cdr. Johnnu Murray Jones – Served as submariner in Truculent in Far East 
    d) Brigadier John Randle MC – fought in Burma Campaign; Malayan Emergency; Mau Mau & Eoka uprisings. 
    e) Dennis Morley – POW in Hong Kong & survivor of Lisbon Maru 
Page 28    Long Nawang Memorial Plaque – report by Melissa Murphy 
Page 28    Wymondham Memorial Service for 50 & Livestreaming on 16/5/2021 – update by Peter Wiseman 
Pages 29 & 30   An Extraordinary Discovery – by Karen Harney 
Page 30    Transcript of Alan Helbling’s letter to his mother after release from captivity 
Page 31    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) Wymondham – 16th May 2021 (corrected date) – Service to be held as planned and Streamed 
    2) Malaysia – June 2021 – MPOA Service – “God’s Little Acre” – Batu Gajah 
    3) NMA Annual V-J Day Service – 15th August 2021 
    4) Melbourne – September 2021 - Nurses Centre – TBA 
    5) London – Saturday 16th October 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club – booked 
    6) London, Malaysia, Canada – November 2021 – Remembrance Day Services. To be reviewed in July 
    7) NMA – 10th December 2021 – Service to commemorate sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse. 
Page 31    Robert (Bob) Hucklesby. President NFFWRA – Obit just received from Pauline Simpson 
Page 31    75th Anniversary Commemoration Service of Vyner Brooke – b y Robert Gray 
Page 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 67 – July 2021 
 
Front Cover   Photo of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh with Donald & Rosemary Fell at her father’s grave in Chungkai CWGC 
Page 1     Editorial: Death of HRH Duke of Edinburgh.  Wonderful total raised for TBRC 
Page 1    Sadness at the death of HRH Duke of Edinburgh 
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Page 1    TBRC Appeal – over £20,000 raised 
Page 1    MVG’s Website – Passenger list of HMS Scorpion from Michael Pether added to website 
Page 2    MVG’s Archival material – search for a repository 
Page 2    Opening of revamped Changi Chapel and Museum 
Page 2    Singapore on Film – old footage of Singapore and comments by local historians  
Page 2     FEPOW Service at Wuymondham – report by Richard Brown enclosed as a supplement. 
Page 2    Webinar meeting of the Japanese Reconciliation Group – attended by Judy Balcombe 
Page 2    Bataan Death March Commenoration 
Page3     Other News in Brief: 
    a) MVG’s Webmaster – congraulations on the birth of her son in May 
    b) God’s Little Acre Ceremony 2021 -  cancelled,  but low key service took place in September 2020 for 11 people 
    c) Muntok Ambulance – delivered to Muntok in April on ANZAC Day 
    d) V-J Day Service – Covid tests still required and tickets booked online 
    e) Muntok/Palembang – Article on child internee in Australian TROVE newspaper. Information from Jonahan Moffatt 
    f) FEPOW History of Entertainment – New Blog from Sears Eldridge ‘Rice and Shine’ via RFHG - Meg Parkes  
    g) Malaysian Newspaper reports on Korean Sex slaves & visit of Jap PM to Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo 
    h) Dailyn Telegraph – report about location of ashes of Jap war criminals dumped in Pacific Ocean 
    i) MVG’s Annual Reunion and Lunch – to go ahead. 
Pages 4 – 6   Bishop John Leonard Wilson’s Account of Japanese Occupation of Singapore on 24/10/1946 
Pages 6 – 10   The Diaries of Mary Wilson 1938-1957 – by kind permission of James Wilson 
Pages 11 – 18   Norman Barry Fletcher’s Story – with thanks to Steven John Fletcher  
Pages 19 - 22    Escape from Java – Seeking a Safe Haven 1942 – Part 1 – by Dave Croft 
Pages 23 – 25   The Assination of H.E. Sir Henry Gurney – report by A.S.P. Brodie 8/10/1951 
Pages 25 – 28   20th Century Naturalists of British Malaya – thanks to Dave Croft. 
Page 29    Introduction to Lulu’s War – Photo Account of Captain Louise Mowat WAC to MVG’s website Picture Gallery 
Pages 30 & 31   Judy Balcombe’s Presentation to the Webinmar Meeting of Japanese POW Reconciliation Group – Part 1 
Page 32    Website 
Page 32    Obituaries: 
    1) Brigadier ‘Duck’ Mehta - Only Indian officer to fly with the British Air Observation Post in Burma Campaign 
    2) John Hutchin – Served in 2nd Chindit Campaign in Burma under Brigadier Mike Calvert 
    3) Air Marshal Sir Roy Austen-Smith DFC – flew with RAF against the communists during the Malayan Emergency. 
    4) Ivan Mower – fought in the Burma campaign & helped with clean-up operation post war in Rangoon. 
    5) Jan Bras – captured in Java with Dutch Army – sent to Burma-Siam Railway before shipped to Fukuoka mines 
Pages 33 & 34   Books: 
    a) “John Leonard Wilson. Confessor for the Faith.” – By Roy McKay 
    b) “The Sea Devils.” – By Mark Felton 
Page 34    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) NMA Annual V-J Day Service – 15th August 2021 
    2) London – Saturday 16th October 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
    3) London – November 2021 – Cross Planting & Remembrance Sunday Service & Cenotaph Parade 
    4) Canada & Malaysia – Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday Services – TBA 
    5)  NMA – 10th December 2021 – Service to commemorate sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse. 
    Future Events in 2022: 
    1) Singapore – 15th February 2022 – 80th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 
    2) London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
Page 35    Photo of HRH Prince Philip The Duke of Edinbugh 1921 – 2021 
Page 35    A Tribute to HRH from Rod Beattie TBRC 
Page 35    Contact Names and Addresses 
  
 
EDITION 68 – October 2021 
 
Front Cover   Photo of WW2 Memorial in The Hague to commemorate the Liberation of Dutch POW camps in former DEI 
Pages 1      Editorial: Celebration of V-J Day 2021 in UK &n Sandakan; Covid restrictions in Singapore & Sumatra mar events 
Page 1     Sandakan Day 
Page 1    Far East Wartime Sea Graves 
Page 1    Perak’s WW2 Events commemorated by MHG 
Page 1    Memorial to Captain Thomas Wilkinson VC of the Li Wo 
Page 1    TBRC Appeal Update 
Page 1    Map of Singapore’s Cemeteries & Hospitals before, during and after WW2 – by Jane Nielsen 
Page 1    Letter from Yvonne Heritage 
Page 1    Reminder for Reunion and Lunch – Saturday 16th October 2021 
Page 1    LATE NEWS – Death of John Evans OBE 
Pages 3 – 5   20th Century Naturalists of British Malaya – Part 2 – with thanks to Dave Croft. 
Page 5    Memorial Service for William (Bill) Adamson – husband of Elizabeth MVG’s Secretary in Australia 
Pages 6 – 8   The Diaries of Mary Wilson 1938-1957 – Part 2 - by kind permission of James Wilson 
Pages 9 & 10   A Civilian Internee in Java – by Mrs. A.W. Smart - From POW-WOW magazine Christmas 1952 
Page 10    Websites to visit 
Pages 11 & 12   Royal Visit to CWG Brookwood Military Cemetery 21/7/2021 – By John JSM Tulloch 
Pages 12 – 18   Childhood Recollectins of life in Post-War Malaya and Afterwards – By Sally Jennings 
Page 18    Presentation of Cetifiates to 4 wartime heroes of Penang 
Pages 19 – 21   Escape from Java – Seeking a Safe Haven 1942 – Part 2 – by Dave Croft 
Page 22    Obituaries: 
    a) Horace ‘Lyle’ Hutley – RAOC Driver captured in Singapore & worked on the Buma-Siam Railway 
    b) Owen Lawrence-Jones – Sub. Lt. sailed on Indefatigable aircraft carrier in Pacific 
    c) Len Gibson – captured from Empress of Asia and worked on Burma-Siam Railway 
    d) Col. Dave Severance DFC – US Marines Officer who ordered US flag to be raised on Iwo Jima 
Pages 23- 25   Black Bess and Black Magic & Flt. Lt. Mowbray Garden – By Dave Croft 
Pages 26 – 28   The Story of Kathleen Bowers’ evacuation on Empress of Japan 
Pages 29 – 31   Judy Balcombe’s Presentation to the Webinmar Meeting of Japanese POW Reconciliation Group – Part 2 
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Page 31    Dates for Your Diaries: 
    1) London – Saturday 16th October 2021 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
    2) London – Thursday 11th November 2021 – Cross Planting Ceremony at Westminster Abbey 
    3) London – Sunday 14th November 2021 – Remembrance Sunday Service & March Past 
    4) Canada & Malaysia – Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday Services – TBA  
    5) NMA – 10th December 2021 – Service to commemorate sinking of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse. 
    Future Events 
    Singapore – 15th February 2022 – 80th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore 
    Muntok – 16th February 2022 – 80th anniversary of the massacre on Radji Beach 
    London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
Page 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 69 – January 2022 
 
Front Cover   Photo of MVG Wreath laid in Canada in Toronto’s Veterans’ Memorial Park, 11th November 2021 
Page 1    Editorial: MVG’s Annual Lunch & MVG members march on Remembrance Sunday 
Page 1    Report on Annual Reunuion and Luncheon- Colin Hygate talk and TBRC donation of £27,750 
Page 2    Donation towards MVG Bench in Jakarta War Cemetery of £500 
Page 2    Annual Accounts – explanation of type of account held for the MVG by Mrs. R. A. Fell 
Page 2    News in Brief from Malaysian newspapers – Kishida sends offering to Yasukuni Shrine 
Page 2    Letter from Graham Lee – in praise of Dave Croft’s article on Mowbray Garden 
Page 2    Britain’s Forgotten Wars – Malayan Emergency by Woodcut Media Co.  Reported on by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 3 – 6   Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday in London, Canada, Penang & Kuala Lumpur 
Page 7    Report by Jonathan Moffatt on Channel 4’s documentary ‘Briatin’s Forgotten Wars – Malayan Emergency’ 
Pages 8 & 9   Secret Radios – by Dave Croft MA RAF BPA 
Pages 10 – 12   The Nakon Pathom Incident – by John Hay 
Page 12    Websites  
Pages 13 & 14   Palembang, South Sumatra POW Camp – From Pow-Wow Magazine No.3 June 1952 
Page 14    Report on Service to commemorate loss of HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse – by Bob Hall 
Pages 14 – 20   Escape from Penang – December 1941 – by Tony Cave-Penney 
Pages 20 & 21   In Remembrance of Tan Chin Tock 1918 – 1942 – By Chung Chee Min 
Pages 22 – 27   Len Hygate – Accountant, Cricketer and Soldier – Part 1 - by Colin Hygate 
Page 28    Books: 
    a) “Frank Pantridge” – by Cec Lowry 
    b) “Yates McDaniel” -  Biography of War Correspondent Yates McDaniel 
    c) 3 x novels reviewed by Liz Moggie “912 Batu Road,” “Blue Sky Mansion” and “Beyond Yamashita and Percival.”
    d) WANTED to borrow or buy – “British Civilians & the Japanese War in Malaya & Singapore 1941-45 – J Kennedy 
Pages 28 – 30   Obituaries: 
    1) John Evans – MVG member and husband of Ann Evans.  Summary of his life by son Fergus Evans 
    2) Hugh & Elspeth Chaplin’s mother – aged 102 – Widow of Edward Chaplin SSVF/SRA[V] 
    3) George Patterson – Canadian Winnipeg Grenadier & FEPOW in Hong Kong 
    4) Col. David Mitchell - Royal Marine & SBS during Konfrontasi       
    5) Vice-Admiral Sir John Forbes – served in HMS Nelson & surrender of Jap Commander Uozumi in Penang 
    6) Major Kit Maunsell MC – Gurkha Officer fought in Konfrontasi with L.Corporal Rambahadur Limbu VC 
Page 30    The Stubbs & Paton Famly Tree – see Muntok Peace Museum website - by kind permission of Vilma Howe 
Pages 31 – 33   The Devil’s Follower – Tsuji Masanobu – by Dave Croft MA 
Pages 33 & 34   T.E. Lawrence and the Seletar Connection – with thanks to Dave Croft 
Page 34    30/12/2021 – 80th anniversary of the Battlem for Kampar – websites in Malaysian newspapers 
Pages 34 & 35   Dates for your Diaries: 
    a) Singapore – 15th February 2022 – 80th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore TBA 
    b) Muntok – 16th February 2022 – 80th anniversary of the massacre on Radji Beach – Zoom Service 
    c) Wymondham – Sunday 15th May 2022 – Annual FEPOW Service 
    d) London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
Page 35    Photo of Bench in Menteng Pulo War Cemetery, Jakarta – donation given by MVG 
Page 35    Annual Subscriptions – a reminder 
Page 35    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 70 – April 2022 
 
Front Cover   Ms Teresa Guttensohn laying MBG’s wreath in Kranji on 15/2/2022 – 80th anniversary of Fall of Singapore 
Page 1    Editorial: 80th anniversary of the Fall of Singapoe remembered in Melbourne, Kranji, Muntok & the UK 
    Last Post Service from Melbourne – John Pollock lays a wreath  
    Service at Carlisle’s War Memorial – Tony Parrini organizes a service 
    Private Ceremony in Kranji – organized by Michael Pether 
Page 2    Commemoration Ceremony in Kranji – organized by Jaya & the Singapore History Consultants. 
    Asia Media Centre – review of the battles & days leading up to the Fall of Singapore. 
Pages 2 & 3   Banka Island Memorial Service – zoom service organized by Michael Noyce - Judy Balcombe gave address 
Page 3    80th Anniversary Memorial Rose – The Singapore Far East Moon Rose created in Australia for Banka Island Nurses 
Page 3    Letter to New Straits Times by Liz Moggie about state of Kuala Selangor War Memorial. 
Page 4    Collage of photos taken at Memorial Services 
Pages 5 – 7   Diaries & Other personal Accounts by Malayan Volunteers – by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 8- 11   Len Hygate – Accountant, Cricketer and Soldier – Part 2 - by Colin Hygate 
Pages 12 & 13   Dr. Eslyn Marcar Marjoribanks AND Norman Alexander Marjoribanks - with thanks to Liz Moggie 
Pages 14 – 17   Malayan Tales of a Grandfather – 1934 – 1942 – Part 2 – by Grahan Lee 
Page 18    Books: 
    “Women Interned in World War Two Sumatra – Faith, Hoipe and Survival.”  By Barbara Coombes 
Pages 18 – 23   Escape from Penang – December 1941 – part 2 – by Tony Cave-Penney 
Page 23    Researching FEPOW History Announcement – Cancellation of 2022 Conference 
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Page 23    RFHG blog – Rice and Shine – produced by Professor Sears Eldridge 
Page 24    Medals for MVG military veterans – letter of application researchd by Chris Rundle and Tony Parrini 
Paged 25 – 27   KO-RO-N-BO (Colombo) – with thanks to Dave Croft MA RAF BPA 
Page 28    News in Brief: 
    1) New Straits Times – Award to Tham Yau Kong for research into the route of the Sandakan-Ranau Death March 
    2) Important Message from Shaharom Ahmad – re: removal of Green Ridge signbpoard placed by the MHG 
Page 28    Bataan Death March – Commemoration of 80th anniversary on Sunday 10th April 2022 
Page 29    Wymondham FEPOW Service – will take place on 15th May 2022 as planned – Meg Parkes to give address 
Pages 29 – 31   Obituaries: 
    a) Sheila Bruhn (nee Allen) – child internee in Changi & MVG member.  Author of “Diary of a Girl in Changi” 
    b) Patricia Guidice (nee Edwards) – escaped Singapore in a launch to Sumatra/Java & Fremantle.  MVG member 
    c) Neale Consigliere – Australian MVG member.  Father in 2/SSVF 
    d) Roger Barrett – MVG member 
    e) Philip Rollitt – husband of MVG member Ruth Rollitt & Diplomat 
    f) Mason Nelson – MVG member in New Zealand 
Pages 31 – 33   Czechoslovak Volunteeers from the Bata Shoe Co. – Part 1 – by Jan Beranek 
Pages 33 & 34   Websites to Visit 
Pages 34 & 35   Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) Wymondham – Sunday 15th May 2022 – Annual FEPOW Service 
    2) NMA – Monday 15th August 2022 – V-J Day Service in the Chapel & Memorial Garden 
    3) London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
    4) London – Thursday 10th & Sunday 13th November 2022.  Cross Planting Ceremony & Cenotaph Parade 
    5) Malaysia and Canada – Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day Services – TBA 
    6) NMA – 10th December 2022 – Service of Commemoration for sinking of HMS Repulse & HMS Pince of Wales 
Page 35    Annual Subscriptions – Now due 
Page 35    Photo of RBL Bench in Kenilworth “Lest We Forget” 
Page 35    Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 71 – July 2022 
 
Front cover   Photo of her majesty Queen Elizabeth celebrating her Platinum Jubilee 
Page 1    Editorial: Congratulations on Platinum Jubilee to HM The Queen; Visit to National Army Museum; Enjoyable Day at 
    Buckingham Palace Royal Garden Party; Malayan Volunteers remembered at Wymondham FEPOW Service 
Page 1    4 days of celebration for the Platinum Jubilee 
Page 1    Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
Page 1    Visit to National Army Museum 
Page 1    FEPOW Service at Wymondham Church 
Page 2    Various reports in Malaysian Newspapers 
Page 2    Czechoslovak Volunteers – Bata shoe family remembered by Vilma Howe 
Page 2    “Royal Wedding Presents” winning essay by Vilma Howe 
Pages 2 & 3   Tom Stoppard’s family connections with Bata Shoes – researched by Anne Hinam 
Pages 3 & 4   Kuala Selangor War Memorial Meeting – report by Liz Moggie 
Page 4     Visit to National Army Museum in Chelsea – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 5    Annual FEPOW Service in Wymondham – report by Peter Wiseman 
Page 5    Books: 
    “That’s the Way it was, Dear: Three Colonial Women 1898 – 1956 – by Jen Howe 
Pages 6 & 7   Len Hygate – Accountant, Cricketer and Soldier – Part 3 – by Colin Hygate 
Pages 8 – 11   Malayan Tales of a Grandfather – 1934 – 1942 – Part 3 – by Graham Lee 
Pages 12 – 15   Frederick Richard (Dick) Yardley – by his son Michael Yardley 
Page 16    RFH Group – Review on blog  “Rice and Shine” 
Page 16    Medals for Military Veterans – reply to article in April 2022 by Dave Sartin 
Pages 16 & 17   Escape from Penang – December 1941 – part 3 – by Tony Cave-Penney 
Page 17    Date of RFH Conference – 10 & 11 June 2023 
Pages 18 – 21   KO-RO-N-BO (Colombo) – Part 2 – with thanks to Dave Croft MA RAF BPA 
Page 21    Photo of “Roll of Honour of Members of the Singapore Volunteer Corps in WW2” found by Michael Pether 
Page 22    Obituaries: 
    1) Anne Hare – Founder member of MVG and widow of Donald Hare 1/SSVF 
    2) Various service personnel who fought in Malayan & Burma Campaigns + Malayan Emergency & Konfrontasi 
Page 22    Websites 
Pages 23 – 27   Fred and Jane Landon’s Escape from Singapore in February 1942 – by Michael Landon 
Page 28    News in Brief: 
    a) Sale of Sqn. Ldr. A.S. K. Scarf’s Victorial Cross – Daily Telegraph report 
    b) From Burma Star Memorial Fund Newsletter – Story of John Bradburne by General Sir Nick Parker KCB CBE 
    c) Major Cyril Wilde’s biography – “Cyril Wilde: The Tall Man Who Never Slept” by James Bradley 
Page 29    Extraordinary and Puzzling Apology printed in COFEPOW’s newsletter 
Page 29    Book Promotion update for “Women Interned in WW2 Sumatra, Faith, Hope and Survival” by Barbara Coombes 
Page 30    A Perilous Journey – Singapore Evacuees on the RMS Laconia – by Dave Croft MA RAF BPA 
Page 31    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) Chichester – Sunday 10th July 2022.  Book Promotion of Barbara Coombes book (above) 
    2) NMA – Monday 15th August 2022 – V-J Day Service in the Chapel & Memorial Garden 
    3) London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
    4) London – Thursday 10th & Sunday 13th November 2022.  Cross Planting Ceremony & Cenotaph Parade 
    5) Malaysia and Canada – Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day Services – TBA 
    6) NMA – 10th December 2022 – Service of Commemoration for sinking of HMS Repulse & HMS Pince of Wales 
    2023 Dates: 
    Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2023 – FEPOW Service to mark 77th Anniversary of Relief of Rangoon. 
    London – Saturday 14th October 2023 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
Page 31    Contact Names and Addresses 
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EDITION 72 – October 2022 
 
Front Cover   Photo of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 at her Coronation, to mark the solemn occasion of her death 8/9/22   
    Photos of her Majesty with her parents; as a young child and as a young girl 
    Tribute to Her Majesty The Queen – our beloved monarch 
Page 1 Editorial:  Future of MVG; Congratulations to Jeya on MBE; Book launch & 2nd vocal orchestra concert; Long 

Nawang Plaque unveiled; V-J Day Service  
Page 2 Dave Croft MA – sad announcement of Dave’s sudden and unexpected death 
Page 2 The Bata Shoe Company – Report by Donald Ruffell 
Page 2 Judy Barradell-Smith – to visit Singapore and Kranji 
Page 2  “2022 Belalau & Beyond” – talk by Judy Balcombe 15/9/2011 
Page 2 Bert Warne given Freedom of Southampton 
Page 3 V-J Day Service at the NMA – 15/8/2022 – report by Jonathan Moffatt 
Pages 4 & 5 WW2 Victims commemorated on Long Nawang Memorial Plaque – by Melissa Murphy 
Page 6 Book Launch and Second Vocal Orchestra Concert, 10/7/2022 – report by Margie Caldicott and Barbara Coombes 
Pages 7 – 10 Over the Seas and Far Away – by Dave Croft MA 
Page10 Note from the Editor about the death of Dave Croft 
Page 11 & 12 Dave Croft’s Eulogy given by Tony Parrini 
Page 13 Platinum Jubilee Award of Hon member of MBE to Jeya Ayadurai in Singapore 
Pages 14 – 17 Malayan Tals of a Grandfather 1934 – 1942 – Part 4 – by Graham Lee 
Page 18 Caption Mistake at IWM & Letter of apology from Dame Diane Lees Director-General. 
Pages 19 – 22   Frederick Richard (Dick) Yardley – Part 2 - by his son Michael Yardley 
Page 23    Books: 
    a) “The Taste of Longing: Ethel Mulvaney and her Starving Prisoner of War Cookook” – by Suzanne Evans 
    b) “Dragon” and “Pearl” – 2 x novels by Rose Gan about Penang and Captain Francis Light. [“Penang Chronicles”] 
Page 23    Websites 
Page 23    Grave of Lady Sophia Raffles discovered in Mill Hill by Jonahan Moffatt 
Page 23    FEPOW Memorial Locomotive Appeal 
Pages 24 – 30   Fred and Jane Landon’s Escape from Singapore in February 1942 – Part 2 - by Michael Landon 
Page 31    Long Forgotten, Long Overdue.  The Saga of Alfred Bird & Singapore War Crimes Trials – by Aimee Liu 
Page 32    Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) London – Saturday15th October 2022 – Annual Reunion & Lunch – RAF Club 
    2) London – Thursday 10th & Sunday 13th November 2022.  Cross Planting Ceremony & Cenotaph Parade 
    3) Canada – Armistice Day Service – 11th November 2022 – wreath to be laid in Ottawa 
    4) Malaysia – Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2022 – at Tugu Negara K.L.’s War Memorial – BHC 
    5) Penang – 20th November 2022 – Richard Parry to lay wreath at Cenotaph on Esplanade 
    6) NMA – 10th December 2022 – Service of Commemoration for sinking of HMS Repulse & HMS Pince of Wales 
    2023 Dates: 
    a) Muntok – 16th February 2023 – Radji Beach Service 
    b) Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2023 – FEPOW Service to mark 77th Anniversary of Relief of Rangoon. 
    c) NMA – Tuesday 15th August 2023 – V-J Day Service in Chapel and MVG Memorial Garden 
    d) London – Saturday 14th October 2023 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
    e) London – Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey, & Cenotaph Parade – 9th & 12th November 2023 
Page 32    Annual Accounts – with thanks to Miss Sara Haines 
Page 32    Contact Names and Addresses 
Page 33    Photos of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 – at Christmas 2021 & with Princes Charles, William and George 
 
 
EDITION 73 – January 2023 
 
Front Cover   Richard Parry MVG Secretary in Malaysia & Singapore after the wreath laying ceremony, Penang Cenotaph 
Page 1    Editorial: Change of leadership for MVG; Record draw total at Lunch; Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday  
Page 1    Important Notice – subscriptions to be raised to £30 in April 
Page 1    Annual Reunion and Lunch report  
Page 1    More mistakes found at the IWM 
Page 1    Happy 103rd Birthday to Bert Warne 
Page 1    Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday Reports. 
Page 2    Lynette Silver MBE - Announcement of award & letter from HE Vicki Treadell Brtish High Commissioner in Australia 
Page 2    Newspaper articles from Malaysia 
Page 2    Robert Gray WA – information about film “Paradise Road”  
Page 3    Annual Reunion and Lunch RAF Club 15th otober 2022 – report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 4    “A Day at Windsor Castle” – Prize for Draw which raised £270 
Pages 5 & 6   Bishop Leonard Wilson – A Son’s Reflections on a Famous Father – talk by James Wilson at the MVG Lunch 
Pages 7     Remembrance Sunday in London 13/11/2022– report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 7    Armistice Day in Canada 11/11/2022 – report by Sallie Hammond 
Page 7    Remembrance Sunday in Penang 27/11/2022 – report by Richard Parry 
Page 8       Cross Planting Ceremony 10/11/2022  - report by Rosemary Fell 
Page 9    Malaysia – Remembrance Sunday in Taiping CWG Cemetery – report by Liz Moggie 
Page 9    Mary Seah – The Angel of Changi – report in Sydney Morning Herald 14/3/2000 
Pages 10  Over the Seas and Far Away – Part 2 - by the late Dave Croft MA 
Pages 11 – 15 “Three Stayed There” – the wartime Diary of Dorothy Potter – by kind permission of Ann Potter  
Pages 16 – 21 Man of Peace – Shidehara Kijuro (1872 – 1951) – by Graham Lee 
Pages 22 & 23   Long Forgotten, Long Overdue.  The Saga of Alfred Bird & Singapore War Crimes Trials – Part 2 - by Aimee Liu 
Pages 24 – 26   The Batu Kawan Estate – Part 1 – Letter from Richard Ryan to wife Elizabeth October 1941 – by David Man 
Pages 27 – 29   Books: 
    a) “Tigers in Captivity. The 1st battalion Leicestershire Regiment in Malayan Campaign & as FEPOWs 1941-1945” 
         By Ken Hewitt – and Review by Richard Brown 
    b) “Nagasaki: The Forgotten Prisoners” – By John Willis 
    c) “The Evacuation of Singapore to the Prison Camps of Sumatra” – by Judy Balcombe 
    d) ““That’s the Way it was, Dear: Three Colonial Women 1898 – 1956 – by Jen Howe 
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Page 29    Report on the RSL’s Vyner Brooke Tragedy Commemoration Service – by Robert Gray 
Pages 29 & 30   Obituaries: 
    1) Felicity Bartleet (nee Daly) – MVG founder member 
    2) James Jeremiah – “E” Coy 3/SSVF – our last surviving Veteran Volunteer. 
    3) Ian Richardson – a regular attendee at Remembrance Services in KL – his widow Zella now joins MVG 
    4) Simon Moss – husband of Lynda – both helped on MVG’s Gardening Days 
Page 29    5) Stoke Fred Lee – served on Nith during liberation of Burma in May 1945 
    6) Majior Tony Wright MC – fought in Malayan Emergency & served in Singapore, Hong Kong & Sarawak 
    7) Major-General Keith Spacie – fought in Malayan Emergency – mentioned in dispatches. 
Pages 31 – 33   The Remarkable Conversion of the Lead Pearl Harbour Bomber, Mitsuo Fuchida – by Francis Pike 
Page 34    Dates for your Diaries: 
    a) Bicton WA – Sunday 12th February 2023 – Vyner Brooke Commemoration Service. 
    b) Stirling Memorial Garden Peth WA – 15th Februry 2023 – Fall of Singapore Commemoration 
    c) Muntok – 16th February 2023 – Radji Beach Service 
    d) Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2023 – FEPOW Service to mark 77th Anniversary of Relief of Rangoon. 
    e) NMA – Tuesday 15th August 2023 – V-J Day Service in Chapel and MVG Memorial Garden 
    f) London – Saturday 14th October 2023 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
    g) London – Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey, & Cenotaph Parade – 9th & 12th November 2023 
    h) Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day 2023 – in Malaysia and Canada 
    i) NMA – 10th December 2023– Service of Commemoration for sinking of HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales. 
Page 34    Annual Subscriptions – Important information enclosed about new bank account & increase in charges. 
Page 35    Photo of marchers on Remembrance Sunday  
Page 35    Report on Service at NMA for HMS Repulse & HMS Prince of Wales – 10th December 2022 – by Bob Hall  
Page 35     Contact Names and Addresses 
 
 
EDITION 74 – April 2023 
 
Front Cover   Photo of Judy Balcombe & Arlene Bennett in Peace Garden, Muntok, by new plaque with local community 
Page 1 Editorial: Campaign to save Sqn.Ldr. ‘Pongo’ Scarf’s VC; Services held in Perth WA and Muntok to commemorate 

the Vyner Brooke sinking; Search for a new archivist and introducing a new newsletter editor for July 
Page 1 Introducing Sally Jennings as our new newsletter editor  
Page 1 Search for new archivist 
Page 1 How to contact MVG’s new Secretary & Subscriptions Secretary 
Pages 1 & 2 Campaign to save Sqn. Ldr. A.S.K. Scarf’s VC 
Page 2 Services held at Point Walter Reserve WA & Muntok 
Page 2 Acknowledgement to Graham Lee for his article ‘Man of Peace’ in Edition 73 (pages 16 – 21) 
Page 2 Wartime Legacy – Military Emblems at St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Singapore 
Page 2 “The Borneo Graveyard” – launch finally achieved in Sabah for John Tulloch’s book 
Page 2 Update from Terry Manttan about the revival of fortunes for the TBRC following the Covid pandemic 
Page 2 Remembrnce Sunday ticket numbers required by May – apply to Colin Hygate by 5th May 
Page 2 Finally – a message of thanks from Rosemay Fell – on her retirement 
Pages 3 – 9 “Three Stayed There. The Wartime Diary of Dorothy Potter – by kind permission of daughter-in-law Ann Potter 
Pages 9 & 10 Last Stand on Smiling Hill – article from Straits Times 1986 – thanks to Jonathan Moffatt 
Page 11 Letter from Terry Manttan – update on TBRC’s survival after the Covid lockdowns 
Pages 12 – 15 The Arthur Stewart King Scarf VC Story – by Sallie Hammond & Dave Croft 
Pages 16 – 20 Malayan Tales of a Grandfather 1939 – 1942 – pre-war contd. – by kind permission of Graham Lee 
Page 20 Commemorating the Vyner Brooke Tragedy – report by Robert Gray 
Page 20 Websites to visit 
Page 21 Malayan Volunteer Activities – with thanks to Michael Landon 
Page 21 An Amusing Extract from “Three Wives for the Planter” by Pamela Roper-Caldbeck – with thanks to Liz Moggie 
Page 22 Obituaries: 
 a) Wally Close – husband of Ruth Close – both MVG members & regular lunch attendees 
 b) H H Judge Robin Rowland – fought at Kohima and Imphal & one of the few British survivors of the battle 
 c) Sqn. Ldr. Bill Stevens – flew helicopters during Malayan Emergency & Confrontation.  Flew   nteger Moth at 100 
 d) Tom Stacy – reporter & author and saw action in Malayan Emergency 
 e) Lt. Jim Booth.  Fought behinf enemy lines in Burma and Malaya 
 f) Col. Ian Cartwright – fought with SAS in Malayan Emergency & against rebels in Oman to secure future of SAS 
 g) Fred Bailey – last veteran of Jedburgh (SOE) and fought in Burma in Karen Hills to harass retreating Japanese 
Pages 23 – 27 Our Return to Banka Island, February 2023 – report by Judy Balcombe 
Page 28 – 23 Our Wartime Legacy – Military Emblems at St. Andrew’s Cathedral by Patrick Lau, Nathene Chua and Sharon Lim 
Page 34 Dates for your Diaries: 
    1) Wymondham – Sunday 14th May 2023 – FEPOW Service to mark 77th Anniversary of Relief of Rangoon. 
    2) Liverpool RFH Conference – Friday 9th June to Sunday 11th June 2023 
    3) Malaysia – Saturday 17th June 2023 – Annual Service in God’s Little Acre, Batu Gajah, Perak 
    4) NMA – ALREWAS – Tuesday 15th August 2023 – V-J Day Service in Chapel and MVG Memorial Garden 
    5) London – Saturday 14th October 2023 – Annual Reunion & Luncheon – RAF Club 
    6) London – Cross Planting Ceremony, Westminster Abbey, & Cenotaph Parade – 9th & 12th November 2023 
    7) Remembrance Sunday & Armistice Day 2023 – Malaysia and Canada – contact Richard Parry & Sallie Hammond 
    8) NMA – 10th December 2023– Service of Commemoration for sinking of HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales. 
    Dates for 2024: 
    a) London – Saturday – 19th October 2024 – Annual Reunion and Luncheon in RAF Club 
Page 34    Just Received: 
    Bataan Death March – 81st Annivesary Commemoration – Saturday 15th April 2023 
Page 35    Photo of WW2-era pillboxes in Kota Tinggi, Johore 
Page 35    Contact Names and Addresses 
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