The abandoned British graves of Muntok 1943-45
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My Mother, Mrs Shelagh Lea née Brown (internee Sumatra 1942-45) apologized
before she died in 2005 that she was leaving the problem of her Mother’s grave
in Muntok, Bangka Island, unresolved. | was wondering how to proceed.

On November 25" 2011, | received an email from Ralph Armstrong (a,teensger
internee 1942-45 and author of Short Cruise on the Viyner Brooke):

“I have only recently been told that only the Military graves at Muntok were
moved to Jakarta, not the civilian ones. The civilian graves were abandoned
apparently. Is this true?”

Unfortunately, | had to reply that as far as | knew from my Mother’s years of
correspondence with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC), it
was completely true. These British Civilian graves had been lost, due to the
CWGC policy of having nothing to do with civilian war graves. | could tell he
was very upset by the news concerning the graves of his Mother (Mrs Theresia
Armstrong — known as Resie) and one of his Sisters (Miss Dixie Armstrong) in
Muntok. His other sister (Mrs Grace Watters-Pryce) had died at Belalau,
Sumatra (the 6™ and final camp) and her grave together with all the other
civilian graves there had been moved to Jakarta.

| discovered that Judy Balcombe (her Grandfather died and was buried in
Muntok) had visited Muntok in 2011 with Anthony Pratt (his Father died and
was buried in Muntok). Judy had written an article about their trip, and so |
immediately started to correspond with her. Anthony’s solicitor, Oswald de
Sybel, had discovered my Mother’s letters, written over many years to the
CWGGC, in the Archives at Kew. They knew about my mother’s efforts to get
some form of memorial for the Muntok graves and had picked up the trail. My
Grandmother, Mrs Mary E Brown of Singapore had died on 17" January 1945
and was buried at Muntok.

When my Mother had received no help from the CWGC in the 1990s she then
met Alan Harfield, and he agreed to write a Memorial Booklet for the Muntok
graves, which would give families some memorial to treasure. The years went
by and Alan became ill and died about 2 years after my mother died, without
being able to finish the booklet.

Judy and Anthony were planning to visit Muntok again in February 2012 and so
Stephen (my husband) and | joined the party. Alan Harfield’s widow, June,
returned all the information about the graves that my Mother and Alan had
collected. We then set off with the plan and photographs to discover the fate
of the graves!




Cemetery plan with lettered rows and numbered graves referred to later .
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After the War, the Dutch moved all of the Women’s graves to this Cemetery
from the shallow graves at the back of their camp.
The Men had been buried in this cemetery when they died. Families were able




to request photographs of their relations’ graves.

The Men’s graves with a different design of cross can be seen behind the
Women’s graves.




Grave of the the Muntok RC priest, Father Bekker.

Later on, the Dutch moved all their war graves, but the British only moved their
military graves, leaving the British civilian graves of 30/31 Women and 54 Men.

By the 1960s the remains of this cemetery looked a mess. The remaining
crosses were falling down, grass growing etc. Various reports were given,
stating the deteriorating condition of these graves, and yet nothing was done,
and the graves were eventually lost.
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“Let us not forget” was discovered amongst my parents’ papers, dating from

the 1960s.
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-"Ll! US NOT FORGET".

-y eors to diz = grave®. So the word went
round, IR :iznglud. her b:d: no longer sble to withstand
the grest demands made upon 1%, her Spirit ready for her
Raster, Her last words were "1 will pray for you all in
Essven~®, She hed had typhus, =nd then there was no food
to build up her strength. In the so called hospital,
there was only encugh water to allow one cupful per person
per dsy for washing purposes, This in the tropics in
sweltering fever hest and those nursing the sick, themselves
in need of rest and care. And nowv the call for "Voiunteesrs
to dig = grave”. “hen will ihe rough coffin he sent or
will the body have to lie in the cpen for 24hours and quiet
vigil be kept, as on s previous occasion? Out of the barbed
wire they go, t ose sble st the time and with the strength
for the digging. Pesce? (uletness at any rete. No
longer the noi:z dusty, dirty sgualor behind the berbed wire.
Human bodies, in and bones, struggling for existance,
struggling to help esch other - orphaned children in a
bewildered srall world - sed sights - only silent hanpier
semories of s past existance. The task is finished, back
they coue weary, silent - no water to wash off the airg, the
sveat, but triumph only that a need has been met, a task
accornlished, A rough dbox iz brought; will the bomrds rold?
The sm=all procession forss, how hresvy the losd, how slowv the
pece, The Caxp is silenced, ancther body lsid to rest. The
wey wes steep, the cley hesvy, the zervice sisple, the prayers
sincere. The Bymn 0 Ood our Help in Ages Past' never zore
;zgrcprln:n, gnd favourite seemiw nore ireniring. One broken

y now triunphant = for her Faith waa Sure and her life ofS,. el
vitness Suprexe in her Death, ¥ordn lonoursd woman,

There i8 no one now to care for her Greve, no one
is reaponsible for her last resting plsce, Tre end canmg
goon for her, but theare were zsny =zore like her, both men and
wounen, Is she Chinese, i3 she 3nglisk, Suraaian or Scotch?
Is she Rommn Catholic , Presbyterien, Church of Zngland or a
Plymouth Brethren? She had loved Malaya, in her work or in
har home. It was only the ssd fate of war that caused her
%o 4ie so soon and in such hardship im an Alliesd Tarritory,
now Indonesis. 2Jte was proud %o be Britiash in 1943,

No tombstone or cross nov marks the spot of her
last resting plesce - a0 neat mown grass covers the site. No,
for sll shke 414, all she was Wiha tropical growth of
twanty-three yenra covera the « The birda will be
singing, the sunrises snd the sunsets will lighten the spot,
and the sun give warmth, ¥111 *wneie be bulldings erscted
Lere in years to come or more battles fousht?

She was just one of God's children, but 1at us
not furg.t-.....nuq

Local people tell us that houses started to be built in the cemetery area from
the end of the 1960s, and then the Pertamina Petrol Station was built on the
land between 1979 and 1981. (The red and white bollards show the original
cemetery entrance- see the plan on Page 2).




25 Bodies were discovered during the building of the garage, and the Catholic
priest was asked if these could be reburied in the Catholic Cemetery.

In the RC Cemetery there is a grave with the inscription (translated by Mr
Muhammad Rizki) ”Here rest 25 British Allied army/military. The victims of

WW2 (1942-1945). Died in Muntok. Reburied at Muntok Catholic Cemetery
on 19 March 1981”.

Surely these are not the graves of army/military but of 25 of the 30 British civilian

Women? Their graves are on the plan where the garage now stands at the front of
the cemetery.




We have lists of the remaining British civilian graves with letters and numbers.
There are one or two discrepancies, which we now have to investigate, but 2 of
these lists relate to the cemetery plan (above).

My grandmother Mrs ME Brown Hobbins (the Dutch liked to put the maiden
name after the surname) is in Plot 3 Row K No 10.

Anthony Pratt’s father, Mr Donald Frederick Pratt is in Plot 1 Row E No 15.
Judy’s grandfather, Mr Colin Douglas Campbell is in Plot 1 Row E No 7.

PLOT 1 of Dutch plan c.1954(see page 2) showing remaining men’s graves

U
| E]
B0 RRRRR RR O RNRRERAN N}

x=1 grave is empty in the women’s plot3
PLOT 3 of Dutch plan c.1954 (see page2) remaining womens graves J-P7-11
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Below is LIST NO. 1 of 3 lists in my possession. Studying the lists leads me to
believe that 54 British Men’s graves and 29 or 30 British Women’s graves were
abandoned in Muntok Cemetery.




Dutch War Cemetery. Muniok, Bangka lsiand

The list is m order of ploi numbering as shown on the plan on page 1.

Location of Grave Name and Forenames or Initials Dale of death
Plon L. Row D, No 2 Mr Algernon Neville Layvhourne 2% July 1944
Aged 54 1
Piot 1, Row D No 5 Mr Michael Francs Enright 2 W0 June 1945
of Bankstown New South Wales,
Austraha
Plon |, Row DD No 6 S John Bruce Stvart Camphell 14 Ocreber 1941

S0 & Bar, Cran de Guerre
St John's Ambulance Brigade. Perbs,
Malina Agad ob
Mot 1. Row D, No & Mr GO Spandaw 1 U Nay 1944
1. Row D. Mo ©  Mr LG Jelirey * 2 May 1944

Plot
Piot 1. Row D. No 10 Mr George Basil Warburton Gray * 12 Febwuary 1944
Plot

1. Row D, Ne 12 Mr Hubert Y tor Miles Wouods 21 Nosember 1943
N of 23 Leigh Streer, Ghant. Perang.
Aped 43
Plot 1. Kow D. No 13 Mr G Holderness, 25 May 1944

of Batu Anam Estate, North Johore

Plot 1, Row D. No 14 Mr Robert Wallace Morrns, 5 June 1944
of East Moleses . Surrey  Aged 42

Plot 1. Row D. No 15 Mr Frederwk Flecher. 9 June 1944
of Walten-on-Nare, Fssex Agad 7O

Plot 1. Row D, N0 16 Mr Frederkk Langharne Licwclhn

BSc. AMIEE Apged 45 ® 13 May 1912

Plot 1. Row D No 1 Mr Charles John Arnold 1 Lnuary 1944
of Norwich. Aged 70

Piot L. BEow E. Na | Mr F Y Boswell 7 160 July 1944
Aged 50

Nty y 2 Hushand of Glaths rene Lavbourne wha dusd Palemban O ctober 104,

2. IWGL pubbication Covlian War [ead 19 59< 1945, Yol VL London, 1957,
shows date of death as beng B3 January 1942 which 15 a dale prior b the sefting
up of the Crvibian POW camps at Mastok. The Australion and Dutch cometery liats
wive The dale as I Jume 1945

3. G, Spandawe o ot ns luded on the Duteh Comelery sl

4. Showwn as 1.0, Jetteny” mothe Dutch cometery hist

5. The Duich Cemetery hist gives the date of death as being "1 Febroary
1145, Hushand of Majory Giav who died at Muntok on 17 January 1945,

6. The Dutch Comelery List gives the dale of death s being "13 May 1944,
7. The Dutch Cemeters Int gives the date of death as being 10 july 1944°
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Date of death

MName and Init e -
IS July 19493,

Mr George Henry Hallam

My Jobn Samuecl Frans,
of Austral Malas Tin Lid. Puchong.
Federal Malas States Aged 37

Location of Grave
Plot 1. Rom F. No 2

Plot 1. Row E. No 13 17 Julv 1944

Piot 1, Row E, No 5 Mre Walier Penrwe. 2 Fuls 1943,

of Singapore Aged 47,

Alr Davnd Rwchard Fyvans,
ol Baulkham Hills., New South
Wales, Austraba Aged s

Plor 1, Row F, No o Wi July 19343,

Plot 1. Row E. Na 7 A Colm Douglas Campbell 2 August 1944

Agdd 51
5 November 1944

Plot 1. Row F. No 11 Mr Franos Granger Brown ®

Mr Vincent Bristow Pybus 1l Noesvember 1944

Agad 57

Plor 1. Row E. No 12

Pior 1. Row E, No 13 Mr Robert Stephenson MM # 5 Apnil 1wl

Plor 1 Row F, No 14 NMr W Vorlaul 19 5 Februars 1945

Pioe 1, Rew F, So 1§ Sr Donald Frederwh Pran 1 A 1945,
A 87

Plor 1 Row E. No 10 Mo James Heosy Stanners, 22 Januars 1945

of Grangemouth, Stechngshure.

Ar dobn CH Aatken. 25 November 1944

of West Cults. Aberdeen  Aped 54,

Plor 1. Bow B Na §7

AMr Riley Lewellsn Morgan. 24 March 45

of Desonport. Devonshire Aged 25

Mot 1. Row L, SNo 19

Mot L, Row 17, No 21 A John MoGulling S March 1945

of Mosman Park, Western Auwste alis

Plot 1,

Plot 1.

Row

Row

Aped 52,
E. No 22 Mr Gordon Bare, O,
of Duncdimy. Sow Zcalamd
E. X0 23 Mre C UL Adam

AMr L R. Blake,

25 January 1945,

5 Uwtober 1934

23 Februmiy 1945

Plot 1, Raw E. Nao 24
of Hove, Susscs. Agald 47

Feuslpsss 8. MOGC publication Civihan War [head 1239= 1945, Vol Vo, tondon, 1957
gives fhe date ol death as B "15 Nosembers 19447
@, The Dutch Cemetery Dist gives the = as CSlevenson’,
1,  The Dutch Cemelery List gives the die o1 death as beng ') Februasey
1945,
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These men’s graves are listed in LIST NO. 2 of my lists.
Plot 1 Row F :-

No 2 Rev AV Wardle d. 4.1.1945

No 4 Mr F Thompson d. 27.11.1944
No 7 Mr HS Tisshaw d. 24.11.1944
No 9 Mr WP Douglas d. 23.11.1944
No 11 Mr TK Wilson d. 22.11.1944
No 13 Mr CM Jenkin d. 17.11.1944
No 17 Mr LBurnd. 8.11.1944

No 20 Mr CF Grixoni d. 28.10.1944

No 3 Mr R Meldrum d. 13.12.1944
No 6 Mr GS Reisd. 2.11.1944

No 8 Mr T Efford d. 24.11.1944

No 10 Mr RIP Clarke d. 19.11.1944
No 12 Mr HL Watson d. 27.11.1944
No 16 Mr CG Rebel d. 10.11.1944

No 19 Mr JS Messenger d. 17.11.1944
No 21 Mr GA Dohoo d. 25.10.1944




No 22 Mr T Burns d. 22.10.1944 No 23 Mr VS Conolly d. 17.10.1944
No 26 Mr JG Dominguez d. 11.09.1944 No 27 Mr RH Prior d. 15.8.1944

Location of Grave Name snd Forcname or Initials Date_of death

Plot 1, Row E. No 26 Mr Alfred Herbert Wright. 9 February 1943
AMIMechE, AMIEF. FRSA
of Grffnock, Glasgow  Aged 44

Plot 1. Row E. No 27 Mr Herbent Zimmerman 1l Jume 1944,
Plot 1. Row . No 20 Mr E UM Mamden 23 Julv 1944,
Plot 1. Row [ No 27 MrE AGA Dumas I December 1944

Plot 2 There is no record of Briash or Australian burials in this pl

Plor 3. Row J. No 7 s Mary Lowse Bay I December 1944
Aged 33 1

Plot 3. Row 1. No 5 s Manjory Graw 12 13 lanuary 1945

Plot 3. Row J. No 9 Mrs Rena Roswe Hosnes 10 Januasry 1945
:\gcd 49,

Plat 3. Row J. No 10 Mrs Resie Armstrong T Februay 1945

Plot 3, Row 1, Na 11 Alrs Lowse Sannatt 23 February 1945

wile of Lweutenant J A H  Sinnatt,
Roval Arullers. Aged abour 32

Mot 3. Row K. No 7 Mrs Esme Barbara Sknner, 22 March 1945
of Svdney, New South Wales,
Austrabia. Aged 33

Plot 3. Row K. Na ¥ Mrs Amy Alexandra Mary Smmons 26 February 1945
Aged 30,

Plor 3. Row K. No 9 Mrs Eduh Florenwe Bedell, ' 19 January 1945
Nurse. of Bavang-kal Estate,
huoala Lumpur. I M5 Agad 63

Plot 3. Bow K. No 1+ Mrs Mary Ehzabeth Brown, '# 17 Janusary 1945
of Grove Court, Katong.
hingapore. Agad 67

Plot 3. Row K. No 11 Mrs Helen Diney 13 24 Februwy 1945
Aged 43
Notes: 11, The date of death recorded o ‘Camp 11" 15 gven s "17 Phecember
1934

12 Wite o1 Ceorge Baul Warburton Cray who ded n the Male Internment
Camp, Muniok on 12 Februasy 1944, [Piot 1, Row D, Crave No 10 - see page
11

11 Wite o Doctor ALk, Bedell.

14.  Wiir of Fdwin A. Brown, OBF, YD, JP. [Her daughter Miss Shelagh
Browwn, latee Mrs Shelagh Lea, was alsn intesned in the Weamens POW Camp &
Muntok .

15, The wife of ACN. Do, The daie of death is shown as "27 Februmy
1945° an the Drutch and Awstralian bits of butials and as ‘26 Februan 1945° in
the "Camp List'.
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Note: Ralph Armstrong’s mother, Plot 3 Row J No 10 and sister Plot 3 Row M
No 10




Name & Forenmmes or Initials Date of Death

Location of Grave

Piot 3. Row L. Ne 7 Mrs Liban Rodrigues 1 January 1945.

Plot 3. Row L. No 8 Mrs Agnes G. Dominguez ' 9 November 1944.

Piot 3. Row L. No 9 Mrs Marion Galloway 7 February 1945
Langdon Williams. 17
Aged 46,

Piot 3. Row L. No 10 Mrs Dorothy MacLeod '® 1 Apnl 1945,
Aged 59.

Plot 3. Row M. No 7 Mrs Evelyn Mary Pacr, 19 11 January 1945.
Red Cross Nurse. of Singapore.
Aged 38.

Piot 3, Row M, No 8 Mrs Edith Evangehne Castlc, 19 November 1944.

. of Doncaster, Yorkshire. Aged 50.
Piot 3. Row M, No 9 Miss Eva Prouse. 2 February 1945

of Bukit Bintang Road, Kuala Lumpur,
FMS and Rockhampton. Queensiand,
Australia. Aged 49

Piot 3. Row M.-No 10 Mss [ixic Resie Armstrong. 5 April 1945
- Aged 32.
Plot 3. Row M. No 11 Mrs Kathlcen Mary Huichings 3 12 April 1945,
of 12 Balmoral RKoal, Singapore.
Aged 46,

Piot 3, Row N, No 7 Mrs Olga Mary Neubroaner, CMB., 2 March 1945
SRN. Senior Supermiendent,
St John's Ambulance Brigade,
Smgapore 22 Aged 19.

Plot 3, Row N, No 8 Mrs Mary Awmack Battenshy 2 11 February 1945
{known as Mona) of Tapah Rubber
Estate Lid . Tapa Road, Perak.
FMS Aged 51.

Noles: 16.  Wile o) 1.G. Domingwes who died at Mamiok on 11 Seplember 1944,
17.  Widow of 1. Langdon Willianw of Singaporc. Shown in the Impenal War
Graves Commission publication Civilian War Dead 1939-1945, Yol ¥N, under
the surname of "Willlama'. She was, however, always known an "Mrs Langdon
Williams' in the POW Camp at Muntok.
18.  Wife ol Licutenant Colonel D.C. Macleod,
19.  Widow of the late Reverend A.C. Parr, of 51 Andiews School, Singapore,
20. Mrs EE. Castle is shown on the 'Camp List' o having died on "18
November 19447,
21, Wife of Major Philip Towmshend Hutchings of the Shaib Settiements
Volmteer Reserve who abo died i caplivity.
22. Wife of Captain Guy Vivian Neubroaner of the Straits Settiements Volunbest
force. It has been reporied thal Mrs Neubionner wan exhumed and mowved
probably to 2 Duich Comwlery when the Dutch nationals were eahumed and
teburied in a war cemetery of Jahaila, fava
23.  Wile of Eric William Battemsby,
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See Note 22 above. Mrs. Olga Neubronner (Plot 3 Row N No 7), on another list
“Is not registered at the Netherland Field of Honour at Menteng Pulo”. We are
unsure about Olga’s grave? She was a close friend of the Brown family, who
wrote beautiful poetry in the camps, despite not only having had a miscarriage
on Muntok pier after shipwreck but also later having been imprisoned with 3
other British nurses in Palembang Jail for 6 months. (The nurses never
discovered the reason for their imprisonment).




Location of Grave

Pior 8 Row N N U

M_!.Mv_h-_iﬂ!

ss Isobel Veronica Pennctather M
of Sebrong Fsiste. Lavang Lavane.
johore Malma Aged 48

4 Nevember 1944

3 Japuary 1945

1% December 1904

20 January [945

15 November 1944

27 December 1944

B December 10943

21 Nosvember 1944

19 November 1944,

Plot 3, Row N Ng 10 Mrs Emuiy Ehzabeth Smith
of 13 Simon Lane, Singapore

Plot ¥ Row © No 7 Miss Lottie Regma Reginald Wales.
of &n Cairphill Romd  Singapare

Plot 3. Row (3 Na 8 Mrs Joan May Maddams. BA 45
w it

Plot 3. Row O No 9 Mrs Ruth Russell-Roberts 3
Aged 36,

Plot 3 Row O, No 10 Mrs Mural G . MA [Wales)
A L 1Ovon).
Aged 43

Plot 3 Row P. No 7 Miss Satune Elizabeth Mackimosh
of Alton Hampshire Aged 57

Plot 3 Raw P. No B Mrs Blanche Lucy Jones. ®
of B8 Circular Road, Kliala | umpur,
FMS Aged 58

Plor 3. Row P. No 9 Mre Nelbe Ellen Tax,
of 61 Rockshore Road, Smeapore
Aged 0

Plal 3 Row P, No 10 Mrs Syivia Plummer. 3
Aped 42

Notes: 74, Wife of Loward Mafthew Pennelathes

75 Wife of Arthur Sameel Tavior Maddams. Incorrectly listed = the Auntialian
casualty list as “Mrs |. M. Tavior'. 1t has been confirmed thal there was o Mes
Tavior® in the Women's POW Camp at Mamtok.

6. Wife of Lieutenani Colonel D. Ransell -Robests.
27. Wile of Charies Pressley Cregony.

28. Wiie of Fregerck Leonard jones.

29. Wife of Dr Tay ot Singapore.

0. Wiie of AH. Plummer,
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Name & Forenmmes or lmtils Patc of Demth

Mrs Clasre Sammy IS November 1944,
Aged 52.

Ar Frederxch Marshall Adam 25 January 1945.
of Singapore.

Aged 38.

Husband of Joan Adam

Mrs Marjorie Hindnaugh Cocke 5 March 1945
Nurse, 51 John's Ambulance Brigade

53,
Wife of Morris Hayward Cocke

Note: Mrs C Sammy is mentioned elsewhere as being buried in the von Salehn
Netherlands field of honour Leuwigayah/Cimahi.

Judy and | wonder whether we are able to honour these abandoned graves of
members of our families, 70 years on, by having some form of internet Roll of
Honour and, hopefully, a monument in Muntok with the names of these, our
British civilian men and women?

The people of Muntok have been very helpful and respectful of our plight, and
not only gave us a very warm welcome but also looked after us during our stay.
We now have new friends and we hope to return to Muntok when their
Tinwinning Museum is open, with a space devoted to these 2 camps.

| am indebted to Anthony Pratt’s solicitor friend Oswald de Sybel for all his hard
work, unearthing my mother’s letters at Kew about the interned civilian graves
of Muntok 1942-1945. | am also indebted to Judy Balcombe for her research
and for sharing her extensive knowledge, and for the wording and planning of
the 4 plaques, which made our trip very poignant. Without the
www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk website (please visit it), we would never
have known about Judy’s article in 2011. Thank you also to the MVG members
for enabling the plagues to be made for the Men’s and Women’s camps in
Muntok.

Further reading about some of these civilians:
Women Beyond the Wire by Lavinia Warner & John Sandilands
By Eastern Windows by William H McDougall, Jr
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