
The abandoned British graves ofMuntok 1943-45
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My Mother, Mrs Shelagh Lea n6e Brown (internee Sumatra 1942-45) apologized
before she died in 2005 that she was leaving the problem of her Mother's grave

in Muntok, Bangka lsland, unresolved. lwas wondering how to proceed.

On November 25'h 2011, I received an email from Ralph Armstrong (a,teensger

internee 1942-45 and author of Short Cruise on the vyner Brooke):
"l have only recently been told that only the Military graves at Muntok were
moved to Jakarta, not the civilian ones. Thecivilian graves were abandoned
apparently. ls this true?"
Unfortunately, I had to reply that as far as I knew from my Mother's years of
correspondence with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGCl, it
was completely true. These British Civilian graves had been lost, due to the
CWGC policy of having nothing to do with civilian war graves. I could tell he

was very upset by the news concerning the graves of his Mother (Mrs Theresia
Armstrong - known as Resie) and one of his Sisters (Miss Dixie Armstrong) in

Muntok. His other sister (Mrs Grace Watters-Pryce) had died at Belalau,

sumatra (the 6'h and final camp) and her grave together with all the other
civilian graves there had been moved to Jakarta.

I discovered that Judy Balcombe (her Grandfather died and was buried in
Muntok) had visited Muntok in 2011 with Anthony Pratt (his Father died and

was buried in Muntok). Judy had written an article about their trip, and so I

immediately started to correspond with her. Anthony's solicitor, Oswald de

Sybel, had discovered my Mother's letters, written over many years to the
CWGC, in the Archives at Kew. They knew about my mother's efforts to get

some form of memorial for the Muntok graves and had picked up the trail. My
Grandmother, Mrs Mary E Brown of Singapore had died on 17th January 1945

and was buried at Muntok.

When my Mother had received no help from the CWGC in the 1990s she then
met Alan Harfield, and he agreed to write a Memorial Booklet for the Muntok
graves, which would give families some memorial to treasure. The years went
by and Alan became ill and died about 2 years after my mother died, without
being able to finish the booklet.

Judy and Anthony were planning to visit Muntok again in February 2012 and so

Stephen (my husband) and I joined the party. Alan Harfield's widow, June,

returned all the information about the graves that my Mother and Alan had

collected. We then set off with the plan and photographs to discover the fate
of the graves!



cemetery plan with lettered rows and numbered graves referred to later.
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After the War, the Dutch moved all of the Women's graves to this Cemetery

from the shallow graves at the back of their camp.

The Men had been buried in this cemetery when they died. Families were able
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to request photographs of their relations' graves.
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The Men's graves with a different design of cross can be seen behind the
Women's graves.
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Grave of the the Muntok RC priest, Father Bekker.

Later on, the Dutch moved all their war graves, but the British only moved their
military graves, leaving the Britlsh civilian graves of 30/31 Women and 54 Men.

By the 1960s the remains of this cemetery looked a mess. The remaining
crosses were falling down, grass growing etc. Various reports were given,

stating the deteriorating condition of these graves, and yet nothing was done,
and the graves were eventually lost.
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"Let us not forget" was discovered amongst my parents' papers, dating from
the 1960s.
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Local people tell us that houses started to be built in the cemetery area from
the end of the 1960s, and then the Pertamina Petrol station was built on the

land between 1979 and 198L. (The red and white bollards show the original

cemetery entrance- see the plan on Page 2).
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25 Bodies were discovered during the building of the garage, and the catholic
priest was asked if these could be reburied in the Catholic Cemeterv.

ln the Rc cemetery there is a grave with the inscription (translated by Mr
Muhammad Rizki\ "Herc rcst 25 British Allied army/militory. The victims ol
WW2 (7942-7!M5). Died in Muntok. Rebuied ot Muntok Cotholic Cemetery

on 19 Mdtch 7987".

Surely these are not the graves of army/military but of 25 of the 30 British civilian

Women? Their graves are on the plan where the garage now stands at the front of
the cemetery.



We have lists of the remaining British civilian graves with letters and numbers.
There are one or two discrepancies, which we now have to investigate, but 2 of
these lists relate to the cemetery plan (above).

My grandmother Mrs ME Brown Hobbins (the Dutch liked to put the maiden
name after the surname) is in Plot 3 Row K No 10.
Anthony Pratt's father, Mr Donald Frederick Pratt is in Plot l Row E No 15.

.Judy's grandfather, Mr Colin Douglas Campbell is in Plot 1 Row E No 7.

PLoT 1of Dut€h plan c.1954(see page 2) showing remaining men's graves
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x=1 grave is empty in the women's plot3
PLoT 3 of Dutch plan c.1954 (see page2) remaining womens graves J-P7-11

Below is LlsT No. 1 of 3 lists in my possession. Studying the lists leads me to
believe that 54 British Men's graves and 29 or 30 British Women's graves were
abandoned in Muntok Cemetery.
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These men's graves are listed in LIST NO. 2 of my lists.
PlotlRowF:.
No 2 Rev AV Wardle d. 4.1.1945
No 4 Mr F Thompson d.27 .11.1944

No 7 Mr HS Tisshaw d.24.tL.1944
No 9 Mr WP Douglas d. 23.11.1944

No 11 Mr TK Wilson d.22.t1.1944
No 13 Mr CM Jenkin d.17.71.194/.
No 17 Mr L Burn d .8.L1.L944
No 20 Mr CF Grixoni d. 28.10.1944

No 3 Mr R Meldrum d. L3.72.7944
No6 Mr GS Reis d.7.77.1944
No8 MrT Efford d.24.L1.L944
No 10 Mr RJP Clarke d. 19.1.1.1944

No 12 Mr HL Watson d.2?.L1.t944
No 15 Mr CG Rebel d. 10.U.1944
No 19 Mr JS Messenger d. 1?.1.1.1944

No 21 Mr GA Dohoo d. 25.10.1944
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No 22 Mr T Burns d .22.L0.L944 No 23 Mr VS Conolly d. 17.10.19214

No 25 Mr JG Dominguez d. 11.09.L944 No 27 Mr RH Prior d. 15.8.1944
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Note: Ralph Armstrong's mother, Plot 3 Row J No 10 and sister Plot 3 Row M

No 10
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See Note 22 above. Mrs. Olga Neubronner (Plot 3 Row N No 7), on another list

"ls not registered at the Netherland Field of Honour at Menteng Pulo". We are

unsure about Olga's grave? She was a close friend ofthe Brown family, who

wrote beautiful poetry in the camps, despite not only having had a miscarriage

on Muntok pier after shipwreck but also later having been imprisoned with 3

other British nurses in Palembane Jail for 6 months. (The nurses never

discovered the reason for their imprisonment).
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Note: Mrs C Sammy is mentioned elsewhere as being buried in the von Salehn

Netherlands field of honour LeuwigaYah/Cimahi'

Judy and I wonder whether we are able to honour these abandoned graves of

members of our families, 70 years on, by having some form of internet Roll of

Honour and, hopefully, a monument in Muntok with the names of these' our

British civilian men and women?

The people of Muntok have been very helpful and respectful of our plight' and

not only gave us a very warm welcome but also looked after us during our stay'

We now 
-have 

new friends and we hope to return to Muntok when their

Tinwinning Museum is open, with a space devoted to these 2 camps'

I am indebted to Anthony Pratt's solicitor friend oswald de Sybel for all his hard

work, unearthing my mother's letters at Kew about the interned civilian graves

ofrvtuntoktg+2.r945.IamalsoindebtedtoJudyBalcombeforherresearch
and for sharing her extensive knowledge, and for the wording and planning of

the 4 plaques, which made our trip very poignant' without the

',.,,,,.,,w. r-::a i:va nvo iu nteer:grc l: p.crg. u k website (please visit it), we would never

frave k^"*" "b*t 
xrdy3 article in 201L' Thank you also to the MVG members

for enabling the plaques to be made for the Men's and Women's camps in

Muntok.

Further reading about some ot these civilians:

Women Beyoni the wire by Lavinia warner & John Sandilands

By Eosten Windows by William H McDougall, Jr
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