
Evacuated on the Empress of Japan 
 

Intro 
 
Kathleen Bowers was evacuated with her three year old daughter, Gina. Here she 
describes the bombing of Singapore and the awful conditions on the overcrowded 
‘Empress of Japan.’ 
 
Her son Bill was born 4 days after the ship reached Liverpool. Her husband, Percy Tom, 
also known as Bill, returned from captivity but died following a road accident in 1948. 
















